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June 1    Day 152  Psalm 122  

 

Do you remember who David was?  He wrote this psalm.  What made David glad?  How did he feel about the 

city of Jerusalem?  David loved the city of Jerusalem. He loved to go there to worship God in the temple.   

 

David loved God’s people.  In this psalm, he prayed that God’s people would always have peace and goodness.  

He wanted to see good happen to all the people who lived in his city and loved his God. 

 

Do you love to worship God like David did?  Do you love to be part of God’s family?  Do you love the people 

in God’s family? 

 

 

Memory Verse:   

I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Psalm 139:14. 
 

For Further Study: 

What is God’s temple today?  Read 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19.  What is called “Jerusalem” in the New 

Testament?  Read Hebrews 12:22-23 and Revelation 21:2.  Then read Psalm 122 again.  How should we feel 

about God’s church, our bodies, and heaven? 

 
Journal: 

In 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19, it says that we are the temple of God.  God can dwell in us.  Our bodies are very 

special to God, for they house our spirits, which are made in His image. How do we show God that we respect 

the bodies He gave to us?   
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June 2    Day 153  Psalm 127 
 

Do you sometimes go driving in town and see construction people and machines putting up new buildings?  Do 

you sometimes make castles and other things in the sand?  Do you sometimes build things with blocks or clay? 

 

This psalm talks about a great Builder.  Did you know that the Lord can build houses and cities?  He does this 

by working in His people.  When Christians ask the Lord to help them have good, loving families, then they are 

asking people to help them build their homes.  When we pray for our country and our neighbors, we’re asking 

God to help us build up our cities and communities.  God can work through Christians to make this a wonderful 

world. 

 

How else does God build homes and cities?  He makes children!  This psalm says that children are a gift from 

God.  If children weren’t born, this world wouldn’t go on, would it?  Children are a wonderful blessing from 

God.  YOU are a blessing to me! 

 
Memory Verse: 

I will give thanks to ______, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Psalm 139:14. 
 

For Further Study: 

What other verses do you know that talk about how precious children are to God?  Read Psalm 128:3, Proverbs 

17:6; and Matthew 19:4.   

 

We can be builders for God too!  Read 1 Corinthians 3:9-10.  God built His church by sending the Word, and 

we help build it up when we spread the Word.    

 
Journal: 

Think about the things that different people in your family are doing.  Also, take a look at your town’s 

newspaper this week.  Ask God to help you build your home and city.  What can you pray about for your family 

and community today? 
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June 3    Day 154  Psalm 132:13-18 
 

This is a song that the Israelites sang about their country.  But this can also be a song that Christians sing about 

their kingdom.  Since you have already studied these principles, I’m going to make today’s lesson in the form of 

test (if you have trouble answering the questions, I’ve put some verses at the end for you to look up). 

 

1. What is the Lord’s habitation today (Verses 13-14)?  Where does God dwell?  See 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

 

2. What is the “bread” with which God feeds His followers (Verse 15)? See John 6:32-35 

 

3. Who are God’s priests (Verse 16)?  See 1 Peter 2:9 

 

Once you have answered these questions, read this psalm again.  It will have a new meaning for you because of 

the comfort and love it promises! 

 
Memory Verse: 

I will give ____ ___ ______ for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Psalm 139:14. 
 

For Further Study: 

You can see a “picture” of God doing just what this psalm says in Revelation 21:1-9.  It makes a beautiful 

picture.  See also Revelation 22:1-5. 

 
Journal: 

The word “priest” means something very different to people in other religions or in the denominational 

religions.  They think of a priest as a preacher, and usually with special authority or special knowledge that is 

not given to anyone else.  Read 1 Peter 2:9.  How would you talk to a friend about what the word “priest” 

means to you?
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June 4       Day 155  Psalm 133 
 

This is a very short and simple psalm about how God’s people should get along.  Why would we want to get 

along?  Because it’s a great blessing when we do! 

 

In the Israelite’s day, oil was poured on kings and priests.  This was called an anointing.  It showed how special 

a person was.  It was done on very special occasions. 

 

The “dew of Hermon” that is mentioned in verse 3 shows us something special also.  Mt. Hermon was a high 

and lofty mountain.  When the snow melted, it brought water to the thirsty land.  I live in West Texas, where it’s 

dry and dusty.  We appreciate any water we get, even from the morning dew! 

 

So when God uses “anointing oil” and “the dew of Hermon” to talk about friendship, what is He saying?  God is 

saying how special it is to HIM when we get along with others!  Shouldn’t this be important to us as well?  

 
Memory Verse: 

I will give ____ ___ ______ for I am _________ and wonderfully made.  Psalm 139:14. 
 

 

For Further Study: 

Do you remember when Jesus was anointed with oil?  Read John 12:1-8. 

 
Journal: 

Who are your good friends?  Who are the people in church whom you get along with the best?   Did you ever 

think that the way you love them is precious and beautiful to God?  Pray to God to help you be a better friend to 

others. 
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June 5      Day 156   Psalm 135:13-18 
 

One of the biggest problems that the Israelites had was that they worshipped idols.  They just couldn’t get 

themselves away from bowing down and making sacrifices to other gods.  They didn’t try hard enough to be 

faithful to God. 

 

Why do you think God hated idols so much?  You can read in this psalm that idols were no good to the 

Israelites.  The idols were nothing but wood and stone.  They couldn’t love the Israelites, they couldn’t help the 

Israelites, and they couldn’t bless the Israelites.  They couldn’t speak to them and give them wisdom, and they 

had no ears to hear their prayers.   GOD wanted to do all those things for His people, but as long as they turned 

their backs to Him, He couldn’t. 

 

God wants so many good things for us.  We have to remember that He is the one true God who deserves our 

worship and praise. 

 
Memory Verse: 

I will give ____ ___ ______ for I am _________ and _________ made.  Psalm 139:14. 
 

For Further Study: 

There are still many false gods in the world today, and we should learn to see them for the useless idols that 

they are.  Read what these other verses say about idolatry: Isaiah 42:8; Jeremiah 10:5; Acts 17:29; 1 John 5:21. 
 

Journal: 

How could you talk to a friend who worshipped a statue or picture?  For example, how could you start a 

conversation about Jesus with someone who was a Buddhist, Catholic, or Hindu?
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June 6        Day 157   Psalm 139:1-16 
 

Who is your best friend? 

 

Isn’t it wonderful to have a best friend?  Isn’t it wonderful to have a friend who agrees with you, who seems to 

know what you are thinking, and who loves you?   

 

God wants to be that way with us.  He already knows so much about us because He made us.  Aren’t you 

“fearfully and wonderfully made” (verse 14)?  If God took the time to make something so wonderful, why 

would He leave you when you need Him? 

 

Because God is so powerful and wise, He can read our thoughts and know the true wishes and desires of our 

hearts.  We don’t have to struggle to find just the right words to talk to God.  We just have to open our hearts 

and speak to Him, as a child would do with his father. 

 

The things that scare us are nothing to God.  Verse 12 says that darkness and light are the same to Him.  The 

problems we face are nothing to God.  He wants to be with us every step of the way! 

 
Memory Verse: 

I will ...... for I am ......  Psalm 139:14. 
 

For Further Study: 

The Bible has many references to the wonderful things that God made.  In this psalm, it talks about how He 

made us.  Read Job 38 and 39.  What are some other wonderful things God made? 
 

 

Journal: 

What are some parts of your body that are “fearfully and wonderfully made”?  Think about your eyes, your 

hands, and other body parts.  Perhaps you can do some research on one part of your body or one of your organs, 

such as your heart.  How does it work?  Why is it important?  Once you start seeing how well you’re made, you 

will appreciate more the wisdom and power of your Creator! 
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June 7      Day 158  Psalm 145:14-21 
 

This is the last study in the book of Psalms.  I thought I would pick something very comforting and sweet to 

help you remember how wonderful it feels to read these songs and poems.  God preserved these psalms for us 

since the time of David, just so that we could have the same comfort and joy that He gave to His servants long 

ago. 

 

When I read these verses, I get a picture of a kind Father with His children.  What would a good mother and 

father do for their children?  They would watch over them and provide for them.  They would answer when they 

are called.  They would hear when their children cry.  Children can rely on their parents for their needs and their 

safety.  This is what God wants to be for us! 

 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite  Psalm 139:14. 
 

For Further Study: 

In today’s psalm, we learned that God helps those who call upon Him; fear Him; cry out for Him; love Him; 

and praise Him.  We are told to have the same characteristics in Philippians 4:4-9.   

 
 

Journal: 

Have you ever “played house”?  Have you ever pretended to be a mommy or daddy?  What do you think makes 

a good mother or father?  How would you show your own children that you loved them?  How does God show 

this to you?
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June 8         Day 129  Proverbs 1:20-29 
 

These verses in Proverbs paint a really interesting picture.  Many people think that wisdom is stored up in thick 

books, in the classroom, and in the minds of great men.  They think you have to have a college education or an 

awesome job to be very wise.  Some people won’t even talk to God directly, but feel 

they must go to someone special, who has secret wisdom about God. 

 

But God says that wisdom is out there, in the streets, yelling for people to come to 

her!  How can that be?  Well, the Bible is available for all men.  The Bible has been 

translated into every language; it has been preached in every nation (Acts 1:8, Revelation 14:6).  It’s basic 

message of love and forgiveness can be understood by all men, doctors and fishermen, even little children.   

 

God says that those who “neglected all my counsel” and “spurned all my reproof” have no excuse (verse 25).  

Verse 29 says that for people to really be wise, they must fear the Lord. 

 

I hope that in studying the book of Proverbs, you will see that wisdom is a gift from God.  There is so much 

wisdom in this book, and it has been freely given to us by our loving Father.  Our love and respect for Him will 

help us learn how to be wise! 

 
Memory Verse: 

There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death. Proverbs 14:12 
 

For Further Study: 

There are many New Testament verses about the importance of wisdom and knowledge.  So many people do 

things because “it just feels right” or “it’s the way I’ve always done it.”  God doesn’t want us to have a blind 

faith.  He wants us to be sure of His commandments and love for us.  Read Ephesians 5:15-17, 1 Peter 1:20-21, 

and 1 John 5:20. 

 
Journal: 

Who are some wise people you know?  What makes them wise?  What are some qualities about them that you 

would like to cultivate in yourself?  What can you pray about these things? 
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June 9       Day 160   Proverbs 2:1-9 
 

Does God give us wisdom so that we can feel smarter than everyone else?  Does He give us wisdom so that we 

can get a good education?  Does He give us wisdom so that we can impress people? 

 

God gives us wisdom so that we can be safe and sheltered.  He gives us wisdom so that we can understand 

things in this life and find our way to our home with Him.  He gives us wisdom because He loves us so much 

and wants to show us the right way to live. 

 

There will come a time when you will not live at home.  You’ll have to take care of yourself and make choices 

for your life all by yourself.  Don’t you want to be ready for that time?  God wants you to have a full life, 

joyfully serving in His kingdom, both on earth and someday in Heaven.  He has given you the Bible to prepare 

for it! 

 
Memory Verse: 

There is a way which seems _______ to a man, but its end is the way of death. Proverbs 14:12 
 

For Further Study: 

You can see how important knowledge is in serving God properly by reading Hosea 4:6, Philippians 1:9, and 2 

Peter 1:5.   

 
Journal: 

In what area of life would you like more wisdom?  Is there someone with whom you have a harder time getting 

along?  Is there a commandment of God that you’re having trouble accepting or understanding?  Are you having 

difficulty with one of your responsibilities, such as school or sports?  Ask God for wisdom in this area.  Ask for 

help in learning what the Bible says about it. 
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June 10        Day 161     Proverbs 3:1-6 
 

In these verses today, Solomon, the writer of most of the Proverbs, talks about how wisdom is 

something you should wear “around your neck” (verse 3).  He says that kindness and truth 

should never leave us.  They should be written upon our hearts.  It makes me think of a lovely 

necklace that we enjoy wearing because it is so precious to us. 

 

WHY does God want us to remember His Word so often?  Like a shield, the Word cannot protect you unless 

you carry it with you.  Like a sword, it cannot do its work if it’s not in your hand.  When sin is in our face, when 

sadness is in our hearts, don’t we want God near? 

 

HOW do we do this?  We can’t always keep a Bible in our pocket.  We have to read our Bibles every day so 

that God’s laws and promises are in our memory.  We want it to be as familiar and comforting as singing our 

ABC’s.  Do you think you could ever forget your ABC’s?   

 

In verses 4 through 6 of this passage, you can find some rewards of keeping God near: favor with men and God 

(verse 4); and a clear path through life instead of confusion (v. 6).  There are more promises given in verses 7-

12, if you would like to learn more. 

 

What a lot of blessings God has in store for you!  Keep His Words close to you, and He will not be far either! 

 
Memory Verse: 

There is a way which seems ....., but its end is the way of death. Proverbs 14:12 
 

For Further Study: 

God wants to be near to us always!  Read Psalm 73:28, Hebrews 10:22, James 7:8 

 
Journal: 

Imagine that you are linking together a chain to wear as a necklace.  Each link of the chain is something special 

that you have learned from God’s Word.  List what these links would be.  How many links do you have? 
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June 11           Day 162      Proverbs 4: 20-27 

 

Do you remember the song that begins, “Be careful little eyes, what you see”?  What parts of the body does 

God tell us to watch?  What kind of sins can happen if we don’t guard our hearts?  What about our mouths, 

eyes, and feet? 

 

What happened to the Israelites when they didn’t remove the idols from their lands?  Their eyes kept looking at 

them, their feet kept going to them, their mouths prayed to them, and pretty soon, their hearts loved the idols 

more than God.  We don’t want that to happen to us, do we? 

 

Wisdom helps us remember to stick to God’s Word.  We should be working and living to serve God only.  If 

we’re blessed with a healthy body, healthy heart, eyes, mouths, and feet, then they can bring so much glory to 

God by serving and honoring Him! 

 
Memory Verse: 

There is a way which seems ....., but its end is the way of ______. Proverbs 14:12 
 

For Further Study: 

Your body is important to God.  You should take care of it, because it can do God’s work!  Read 1 Corinthians 

6:12-20.  How can our bodies bring glory to God?  How can they bring Him shame? 

 
Journal: 

We can use our hearts, mouths, eyes, and feet to serve God and others.  How can you serve others and be an 

active member of the Lord’s family? 
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June 12                            Day 163  Proverbs 5:15-18 
 

Would you go walk into a stranger’s house and start eating their food?  Would you walk into a stranger’s house 

and start drinking from their faucet?  That would be strange to us, wouldn’t it? 

 

These proverbs use that strange picture to talk about faithfulness in marriage.  A person who doesn’t love their 

own husband or wife, and who looks for love somewhere else, is as foolish as someone who walks into a 

strange house and starts using its things. 

 

I know you’re not married yet, and won’t be for a long time.  But it’s good to know these verses, because you’ll 

hear them a lot when Christians talk about marriage.  Do you see what a great importance God puts upon 

marriage?  God wants husbands and wives to enjoy their marriages and be true to one another.  There is so 

much happiness to be found in a Godly marriage.  Marriage brings many blessings to the husband, the wife, and 

also to their children! 

 
Memory Verse: 

There is a way which seems ....., but its end .... Proverbs 14:12 
 

For Further Study: 

Marriage is so important to God that He uses it to illustrate the love and devotion between Christ and the 

church.  Read Ephesians 5:22-33.  What do we learn about husbands and wives in these verses?  What do we 

learn about how much Christ loves His church?  What do we learn about the way the church should love Christ? 

 
Journal: 

Who are the married people in your local church?  What is it that you admire about these marriages?  Do some 

of the marriages seem happier than others?  What can you pray for each of these families? 
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June 13                                   Day 164  Proverbs 6:16-19 
 

 “Hiring a Coachman” was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in 1914 in his book, Fifty-Two Story 

Talks to Boys and Girls.  It is now out of print but available free online. 

 

Introduction: What are the things that the Lord hates?  Do you hate these things also?  What are the opposite of 

the things in these verses?  How can we learn to be the opposite of these verses?   

 

There is a story that tells of a man who advertised for a coachman, and three men answered the advertisement. 

They all made a good appearance, and the man was at a loss to know which one to choose. 

 

Finally he hit upon this scheme. There was a road near his house that ran along the edge of a precipice. The man 

asked each one of these coachmen in turn how close he could drive to the cliff without going over. The first said 

he could drive within six inches of it; the second said he could drive within two inches of it. When the third man 

was asked he said, "I should keep away from it as far as possible." 

 

The man said, "You are the coachman I want." 

 

The way that last coachman felt about the precipice is the way for boys and girls to feel about temptation. Some 

things that are wrong are like thin ice: they tempt you to see how far you can go, and the first thing you know 

you are in. A boy, especially, is tempted to be what is known as a "daredevil;" that is, one who is not afraid of 

anything. But there is nothing in it, boys. That sort of thing is not courage: it is rashness, which is just another 

name for foolishness. 

 

Shakespeare once said: 

 

  "I dare do all that may become a man, 

  Who dares do more is none." 

 

The really brave boy is not the one that blusters and brags: the brave boy is usually quiet, but, as we say, "all 

there" when the pinch really comes. 

 

Christ was one of the bravest men the world ever knew, and yet He told us to be afraid, actually afraid, of things 

that hurt our souls. 

 

Do not see how near the fire you can go without getting scorched; don't see how near sin you can go without 

getting caught. It is poor business. Take this as your motto when you are inclined to tamper with wrong: "Who 

eats with the devil needs a long-handled spoon." The farther you keep away from him, the better. 

 
Memory Verse: 

There is ...., but its end .... Proverbs 14:12 
 

For Further Study: 

Some people say that God is so good, He could never hate anything.  But today’s reading in Proverbs shows us 

that there are some things God must hate.  He doesn’t hate us, but He can’t accept everything we do, because 

then He couldn’t be a just and holy God.  There are so many verses in the New Testament that tell God’s 

children to stay away from evil.  We have to learn to hate sin just as much as God does.  Read 1 Peter 1:13-19.  

What do these verses tell us about God’s goodness and holiness?  How can we also be good and holy in God’s 

eyes? 
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God has set forth His commandments because they are good for us (Deuteronomy 10:13).  Look again at the 

things listed in Proverbs 6:16-19.  How do these things hurt us and others?  Can you see the wisdom of God in 

hating these things?  How will it protect and bless you to hate these things also?    

 
Journal: 

God has set forth His commandments because they are good for us (Deuteronomy 10:13).  Look again at the 

things listed in Proverbs 6:16-19.  How do these things hurt us and others?  Can you see the wisdom of God in 

hating these things?  How will it protect and bless you to hate these things also?    
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June 14           Day 165  Proverbs 7:1-5 
 

Imagine that you are standing in the middle of a crowd of people.  Imagine that you are all squished together, 

with as little space in between you as possible.  If there are several people in your home, perhaps you can 

actually try to do this, or else you can just imagine it.  How many people can get close to you at one time?  

What’s the most number of people who can stand all around you and be touching you? 

 

If all these people were evil, how safe would you feel?  How safe would you feel if all them were good?  How 

safe would you feel if all of them loved you dearly? 

 

God wants us to surround ourselves with His Word.  He wants us to know His Word very well so that we can 

have wisdom.  When wisdom is like a sister to us, when it’s close to us and near us all the time, then it’s harder 

for evil to touch us.  This is a promise from God. 

 

God wants to be near us!  We can get closer to Him through study and prayer.  This will keep us safe from sin. 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Proverbs 14:12 
 

For Further Study: 

Read James 4:7-8.  What do these verses tell us about drawing near to God?  What do they teach us about 

dealing with the devil?  Read Luke 4:1-13.  How did Jesus draw near to God when He was tempted?  What did 

the devil do in response? 

 
Journal: 

Can you write a proverb?  Finish this sentence: My son, love wisdom as much as you love ________.”  How 

else would you describe the goodness and importance of God’s Word?  
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June 15    Day 166  Proverbs 8:12-17 

 

One breezy Saturday morning, Maria arrived at the home of her neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Ray.  The Rays were 

special friends of hers from church.  They liked having Maria at their home.  Maria enjoyed helping them, 

especially when the work involved their beautiful garden.  Today Maria had brought her gardening tools.  She 

wore a gardening apron and a wide-brimmed hat.  Mr. Ray also had an apron, hat, and tools. 

 

Together, Mr. Ray and Maria knelt in the garden pulling weeds.  Mr. Ray liked to sing hymns as they worked.  

Every time Maria visited, she learned a new hymn.  She also learned other things, as well. 

 

“You know, Maria,” said Mr. Ray in his kind voice, “being a child of God is a lot like being a gardener.” 

 

“Really?” asked Maria.  

 

“Yep,” said Mr. Ray.  He pointed at the ground before them.  “To be a good gardener, it’s not enough to love 

plants.  You also have to hate weeds.  Do you know why?” 

 

“Yes,” Maria replied, “because if you don’t hate weeds, then you won’t pull them out.  And if you don’t pull 

them out, they’ll take over the garden.” 

 

“You’re right!  And if they take over your garden, then all your own plants won’t get the water and food they 

need to grow.  Eventually, they’ll die.  Now, how is that like being a good follower of Christ?” 

 

Maria thought for a minute as she dug gently around the plants and loosened the weeds that grew in the ground 

before her.  Loosening them helped make them easier to pull.  After a few minutes, she answered, “I think you 

mean that if I don’t hate sin, it will take over my life, just like a weed.” 

 

“That’s correct.  It’s important to hate evil, just as God hates evil, because it’s so damaging to our souls.  Even a 

small bad habit can grow to be a terrible sin.  It’s better to stop sin when it first happens, before it takes over.  

But this can only be done if we know God’s Word and we are humble and willing to use it in our lives.  That is 

why God wants us to grow wise.  He gave us many good Bible verses, like the Proverbs, so that we could be 

wise and good.” 

 

“I do want to be wise and good, Mr. Ray,” said Maria earnestly. 

 

“I know you do, my child.  God says that those who are wise and good are pleasing to Him.  He loves all men, 

from the richest king to the poorest servant, and any who seek Him, fear Him, and hate evil, will be blessed.” 

 
Memory Verse: 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  Proverbs 9:10 (also found in 111:10, but 9:10 is easier to 

remember). 
 

For Further Study: 

Read Hebrews 5:13-14.  In these verses we learn that we can train ourselves to learn the difference between 

good and evil.  This is very important to understand, because many people today say you can’t know the truth, 

or you have to rely on your feelings.  Many people would rather follow someone blindly, or rely on other books 

and so-called gods.  But God wants us to know His Truth and train ourselves in it.  You’re doing so well by 

starting early!   
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Journal: 

Proverbs 6:16-19, which you read a few days ago, lists seven sins that God hates.  Are there some others that 

you can think of that you should hate?  Try to think specifically of bad habits that YOU are trying to give up so 

that you could serve God better.  Can you pray about learning how to hate these things, so that you do not sin, 

and so that you can be more useful to God?  Finish this phrase: “There are six things that (your name) hates; 

yes, seven things which are an abomination to him/her:.....”  
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June 16       Day 167  Proverbs 8:32-36 
 

What would happen if you did not pick up anything in your bedroom for a month?  What if you left your 

kitchen alone for a month?  What if your family decided to sit and wait for the laundry to do itself? 

 

These are silly questions, because you know that anything left to itself will get worse.  It’s the same way with 

wisdom and knowledge.  We can’t sit by and wait for it; we have to search for it and work for it.  These verses 

in Proverbs 8 show us how God wants us to be a busy, active part of His family.  He wants us to be very 

interested in learning the Bible and making it an important part of our lives. 

 

See verse 34.  It says we have to watch daily for God’s wisdom.  This means that we have to be trying to grow 

wiser every day.  Do you know that you’re getting wiser every time you study the Bible?  It’s just like growing 

taller – you don’t realize it’s happening, but little by little, you’re growing, aren’t you?  The same thing is 

happening to your soul; it’s growing and getting stronger in the Lord, as you learn more about Him. 

 

It pleases me so much to see you learning and growing in the Lord.  I know it pleases God also! 

 
Memory Verse: 

The ______ of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  Proverbs 9:10 
 

For Further Study: 

God wants our faith to grow and become better every day.  Read 2 Peter 1:5-11.  What does God want us to add 

to our faith as we grow older?  What does He promise if we try to keep learning His Word? 

 
Journal: 

You have now been studying the Bible every day for nearly six months.  Have you seen any growth in your 

spiritual life?  Have you seen some improvement in the way you think about God, obey His Word, and help 

others?  What kind of spiritual things would you like to learn in the next six months?
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June 17       Day 168  Proverbs 10:1-5 
 

We have been reading about wisdom and foolishness.  In these verses, we learn that being a hard worker is part 

of being wise.  God wants us to be diligent and honest workers upon the earth. 

 

Have you ever heard the fable about the ants and the grasshopper?  The ants worked hard to gather grain for the 

winter.  The grasshopper played and played while the weather was warm, then suffered in the winter for his lack 

of planning.  He wished that others would share their grain with him.  He wanted a reward without the work. 

 

God wants us to be willing to work.  Jesus and His disciples had very little time to rest.  They were always 

working.  You’ll remember that for most of His life, Jesus was a carpenter.   

 

God also wants us to trust in Him.  Work hard, but remember that God will take care of the righteous (Proverbs 

10:3).  Don’t be worried about what you can gain.  This world is not your home!  Be thankful for your work, 

focus on serving God, and God will take care of your daily needs. 

 
Memory Verse: 

The ...... is the beginning of wisdom.  Proverbs 9:10 
 

For Further Study: 

What kind of work did Peter, Andrew, James, and John do before they were disciples (Matthew 4:18-22)?  

What kind of work did Paul do (see Acts 18:1-3)?  Can you think of other jobs that people had in the Bible, 

such as Moses, Daniel, and Lydia?  Read these verses about the value of good, honest, hard work: Proverbs 

12:11 and 13:11; 1 Corinthians 4:12; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

 
Journal: 

What kind of work do you want to do when you’re older?  Think about yourself doing this work.  What would 

show that you were a good worker?  How could you bring glory to God while doing this work? 
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June 18   Day 169     Proverbs 11:25-31 
 

Matthew and Michael were riding horses with their Daddy around their ranch.  They stopped briefly now and 

then to check the wires on their fence lines to make sure none of them were damaged.  Once in a while they 

paused to look at tracks in the dirt.  The boys enjoyed guessing what kind of tracks they saw. 

 

One the way home, Daddy picked a pod off of a mesquite tree.  The bean pod was still green and beginning to 

bulge with beans.  He broke it open and showed it to the boys.  “These beans were eaten by native Americans 

and pioneers that lived here.  They’re not too tasty, but they’re easy to gather.  It can be dried and pounded into 

meal for baking.  Some folks just ate it straight off the tree.  Tell me boys, what kind of tree would you expect 

to grow from a mesquite bean?” 

 

Matthew smiled. “Why, a mesquite tree, Daddy.  That’s the only thing that can grow from it.” 

 

“Not a pecan tree?  Not a cottonwood tree?” his father asked in a teasing voice. 

 

Michael laughed and said, “No!” 

 

Daddy rolled the beans from the pod into his hand and smiled.  “Every seed that is planted bears its own fruit.  

That’s a lesson we learn from the Bible.  God is just, and men will be rewarded for their good deeds and their 

bad.  When men plant seeds of unkindness and anger, then this will be rewarded with pain and difficulty.  But 

when we sow seeds of love and righteousness, God notices this.  He promises us the tree of life in Heaven, and 

sometimes we can win souls to Him as well.  This is good, holy fruit for God.” 

 
Memory Verse: 

The ...... is the beginning of ________.  Proverbs 9:10 

 
For Further Study: 

Read Proverbs 11:29.  What do you think it means to “trouble your own house”?  What does this Proverb 

promise about those who do so?  What do you think this says about the way we should treat our parents, 

siblings, and others in our home?  See Ephesians 6:1-4 and Colossians 3:18-21 to find more commandments for 

families. 

 
Journal: 

Make a list of the kind of “fruit” you would like to bear for God.  You can find some examples in Galatians 

5:22—23.  Some other suggestions are: a happy family, that a certain someone will learn more about Christ, 

that I will be more knowledgeable to the Word.  Write these things in a column.   

 Next to each item, list what kind of “seeds” you would have to sow in order to bear this fruit.  Will you 

have to learn how to be less angry?  Will you have to learn how to be more confident?  Will you have to change 

your schedule or pick new friends?  Try to be specific.  A gardener doesn’t just randomly plant whatever seeds 

he finds; he plans and prepares so that he’ll have a good harvest.  We should too!
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June 19       Day 170     Proverbs 12:17-22 

 

Today’s reading focuses on the way a wise man should speak.  A wise man will tell the truth.  What do these 

verses teach us about being truthful?  What happens when people lie and deceive?  How does God react when 

we lie (verse 22)? 

 

Many people don’t realize that as soon as we open our mouths, we show ourselves to be a servant of God or a 

servant of the world.  One way we do this is to be honest and sincere.  Whether we’re having to give good news 

or bad, our words must be from the heart, without deception.   
 

The following story was written by Thornton W. Burgess and published in Mother West Wind “Why” Stories in 

1915.  Now out of print, the book may be read free online. 

 

WHY MR. SNAKE CANNOT WINK 

 

 

Peter Rabbit and Johnny Chuck were playing tag on the Green Meadows. Of course Peter can run so much 

faster than Johnny Chuck that he would never have been "it" if he had tried his best to keep out of the way. But 

he didn't. No, Sir, Peter Rabbit didn't do anything of the kind. He pretended that one of his long hind-legs was 

lame so that he had to run on three legs, while Johnny Chuck could use all four. It was great fun. They raced 

and dodged and twisted and turned. Sometimes Peter was so excited that he would forget and use all four legs. 

Then Johnny Chuck would shout "No fair!" Peter would say that he didn't mean to, and to make up for it would 

be "it" and try to catch Johnny. 

 

Now it happened that curled up on a little grassy tussock, taking an early morning sun-bath, lay little Mr.  

Greensnake. Of course Peter Rabbit and Johnny Chuck were not afraid of him. If it had been Mr. Rattlesnake or 

Mr. Gophersnake, it would have been different. But from little Mr. Greensnake there was nothing to fear, and 

sometimes, just for fun, Peter would jump right over him. When he did that, Peter always winked good-

naturedly. But Mr. Greensnake never winked back. Instead he would raise his head, run his tongue out at Peter, 

and hiss in what he tried to make a very fierce and angry manner. Then Peter would laugh and wink at him 

again. But never once did Mr. Greensnake wink back. 

 

Peter was thinking of this as he and Johnny Chuck stretched out in a sunny spot to get their breath and rest. He 

had never thought of it before, but now that he had noticed it, he couldn't remember that he ever had seen little 

Mr. Greensnake wink, nor any of Mr. Greensnake's relatives. He mentioned the matter to Johnny Chuck. 

 

"That's so," replied Johnny thoughtfully. "I never have seen any of them wink, either. Do you suppose they can 

wink?" 

 

"Let's go ask Mr. Greensnake," said Peter. 

 

Up they hopped and raced over to the grassy tussock where Mr. Greensnake lay, but to all their questions he 

would make no reply save to run out his tongue at them. Finally they gave up asking him. 

 

"I tell you what, let's go over to the Smiling Pool and ask Grandfather Frog. He'll be sure to know, and perhaps, 

if he is feeling good, he'll tell us a story," said Peter. 

 

So off they scampered to the Smiling Pool. There they found Grandfather Frog sitting on his big green lily-pad 

just as usual, and Peter knew by the look in his great, goggly eyes that Grandfather Frog had a good breakfast of 

foolish green flies tucked away inside his white and yellow waistcoat. His eyes twinkled as Peter and Johnny 

very politely wished him good morning. 
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"Good morning," said he gruffly. 

 

But Peter had seen that twinkle in his eyes and knew that Grandfather Frog was feeling good-natured in spite of 

his gruff greeting.  

 

"If you please, Grandfather Frog, why doesn't Mr. Greensnake wink at us when we wink at him?" he asked. 

 

"Chug-a-rum! Because he can't," replied Grandfather Frog. 

 

"Can't!" cried Peter Rabbit and Johnny Chuck together. 

 

"That's what I said--can't," replied Grandfather Frog. "And no more can Mr. Blacksnake, or Mr. Rattlesnake, or 

Mr. Gophersnake, or any other member of the Snake family." 

 

"Why not?" cried Peter and Johnny, all in the same breath. 

 

"Chug-a-rum!" said Grandfather Frog, folding his hands across his white and yellow waistcoat, "if you will sit 

still until I finish, I'll tell you; but if you move or ask any foolish questions, I'll stop right where I am, and you'll 

never hear the end of the story, for no one else knows it." 

 

Of course Peter and Johnny promised to sit perfectly still and not say a word. After they had made themselves 

comfortable, Grandfather Frog cleared his throat as if to begin, but for a long time he didn't say a word. Once 

Peter opened his mouth to ask why, but remembered in time and closed it again without making a sound. 

 

At last Grandfather Frog cleared his throat once more, and with a far-away look in his great, goggly eyes began: 

 

"Once upon a time, long, long ago, when the world was young, lived old Mr. Snake, the grandfather a thousand 

times removed of little Mr. Greensnake and all the other Snakes whom you know. Of course he wasn't old then. 

He was young and spry and smart, was Mr. Snake. Now there is such a thing as being too smart. That was the 

trouble with Mr. Snake.  Yes, Sir, that was the trouble with Mr. Snake. He was so smart that he soon found out 

that he was the smartest of all the meadow and forest people, and that was a bad thing. It certainly was a very 

bad thing."  Grandfather Frog shook his head gravely. 

 

"You see," he continued, "as soon as he found that out, he began to take advantage of his neighbors and cheat 

them, but he would do it so smoothly that they never once suspected that they were being cheated. Mr. Snake 

would go about all day cheating everybody he met. At night he would go home and chuckle over his smartness. 

It wasn't long before he began to look down on his neighbors for being so honest that they didn't suspect other 

people of being dishonest, and for being so easily cheated. 

 

"Now one bad habit almost always leads to another. From cheating, Mr. Snake just naturally slipped to stealing. 

Yes, Sir, he became a thief. Of course that made trouble right away, but still no one suspected Mr. Snake. He 

was always very polite to every one and always offering to do favors for his neighbors. In fact, Mr. Snake was 

very well liked and much respected. When any one had been robbed, he was always the first to offer sympathy 

and join in the hunt for the thief. He was so spry and slim, and could slip through the tall grass so fast, that he 

could go almost where he pleased without being seen, and this made him very bold. If he did happen to be 

found near the scene of trouble, he always had a story ready to account for his presence, and it sounded so true, 

and he told it in such an honest manner, that no one thought of doubting it. 

 

"So Mr. Snake found that lying helped him to cheat and steal, and all the time he kept thinking how smart he 

was. But even Mr. Snake had a little bit of conscience, and once in a while it would trouble him. So what do 
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you think he did? Why, cheating had become such a habit with him that he actually tried to cheat himself--to 

cheat his conscience! When he was telling a lie, he would wink one eye. 'That,' said he to himself, 'means that it 

isn't true, and if these folks are not smart enough to see me wink and know what it means, it is their own fault if 

they believe what I am telling them.' But always he took care to wink the eye that was turned away from the one 

he was talking to. 

 

"Dear me, dear me, such terrible times as there were on the Green Meadows and in the Green Forest! They 

grew worse and worse, and when at last Old Mother Nature came to see how all the little people were getting 

along, she heard so many complaints that she hardly knew where to begin to straighten matters out. She had all 

the little people come before her in turn and tell their troubles. When it came Mr. Snake's turn, he had no 

complaint to make. He seemed to be the only one who had no troubles. She asked him a great many questions, 

and for each one he had a ready reply. Of course a great many of these replies were lies, and every time he told 

one of these, he winked without knowing it. You see, it had become a habit. 

 

"Now, with all his smartness, Mr. Snake had forgotten one thing, one very important thing. It was this: You 

can't fool Old Mother Nature, and it is of no use to try. He hadn't been talking three minutes before she knew 

who was at the bottom of all the trouble. She let him finish, then called all the others about her and told them 

who had made all the trouble. Mr. Snake was very bold. He held his head very high in the air and pretended not 

to care. When Old Mother Nature turned her head, he even ran out his tongue at her, just as all the Snake family 

do at you and me to-day. When she had finished telling them how cheating and stealing and lying isn't smart at 

all, but very, very dreadful, she turned to Mr. Snake and said: 

 

"'From this time on, no one will believe anything you say, and you shall have no friends. You will never wink 

again, for you and your children and your children's children forever will have no eyelids, that all the world may 

know that those who make a wrong use of the things given them shall have them taken away.' 

 

"And now you know why little Mr. Greensnake cannot wink at you; he hasn't any eyelids to wink with" finished 

Grandfather Frog. 

 

Peter Rabbit drew a long breath. "Thank you, oh, thank you ever so much, Grandfather Frog," he said. "Will 

you tell us next time why Bobby Coon wears rings on his tail?" 

 

"Perhaps," replied Grandfather Frog. 
 

 

Memory Verse: 

The ...... is the ....  Proverbs 9:10 
 

For Further Study: 

Today’s story by Thornton Burgess was about a snake that lied.  Can your emember another snake who lied in 

the Bible?  See Genesis 3.  Who was this serpent?  The Bible calls the devil “the father of lies” (John 8:44).  

When we tell lies, we aren’t being like our Heavenly Father, but instead are following the habits of the devil.  

That is why it makes God so sad when we don’t tell the truth. 

 

Here are some other verses about the sin of lying: Psalm 5:6; Ephesians 4:25; Colossians 3:0; Revelation 21:8 

Think about what the world says about “white lies,” “fibs,” and other ways to gloss over this sin.  Does God see 

a difference in “big” and “little” lies? 
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Journal: 

Is there some area of your life that is tempting you to be deceptive?  Perhaps with your schoolwork, your 

relationships, or the chores & responsibilities entrusted to you?  Think about these things, and how you can 

strengthen your faith so that you can be more truthful and trustworthy. 
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June 20     Day 171        Proverbs 13:10-16 

 

Here is a word that might be new to you: presumption.  To presume something means to guess, suppose, or take 

something for granted.  Have you ever presumed something?  Have you ever assumed that you knew what was 

right, and then been proven wrong?  Have you ever been so sure of something, only to have it be disproved? 

 

Verses 13 and  14 in this chapter teach us to listen to God’s Word and to those who teach us to be wise.  Verses 

15 and 16 tell us that God wants us to keep learning and understanding more about Him and what He wants 

from us.  We should not just assume that we know it all, or act without thinking of God’s commandments. 

 

In Psalm 50:21-23, God tells us: 

 

These things you have done , and I kept silence; 

You thought that I was just like you; 

I will reprove you, and state the case in order before your eyes. 

Now consider this, you who forget God, 

Lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 

He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me; 

And to him who orders his way aright 

I shall show the salvation of God. 

 

God is saying that He doesn’t want us to take things for granted.  He wants us to study our Bibles.  He wants us 

to listen to counsel.  God doesn’t want us to just “figure it out ourselves” or be on our own when it comes to 

pleasing Him.  He has given us so much guidance; it’s up to us to make use of it! 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Proverbs 9:10 
 

For Further Study: 

James 4:13-15 tells the story of someone who makes plans to go to a city and do business, without thinking that 

it might be against the Lord’s will.  In verse 14, what does God remind us?  How can this attitude keep us from 

being presumptuous? 

 
Journal: 

What are your dreams and goals?  Do you think these might be presumptuous?  Ask God for wisdom!  James 

5:5 says that God will grant us this prayer.  God can give you wisdom to make good choices about your future.  

Make your requests known to Him and seek His will in all things.  This will help you make decisions that build 

up your faith and seek to serve Him. 
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June 21      Day 172       Proverbs 14:12-18 
 

These verses today can all be summed up in one word: Prudence.  Prudence means carefulness and caution.  

What would you do if you were out walking somewhere and saw a big sign that said, “CAUTION!!!”   Think of 

this chapter in Proverbs as a big “Caution” sign. 

 

What type of people are not cautious or prudent?  These verses name a few.  Verse 14 describes people who 

turn away from God.  Verses 15 and 18 describe people who believe everything they hear.  Verse 16 describes 

the careless fool, and verse 17 describes the person who loses his temper easily. 

 

God wants us to learn to be self-controlled, prudent, and cautious. He wants us to make careful decisions about 

our lives, so that we will stay out of danger.  God wants us to make it to Heaven! 

 
Memory Verse: 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge 

Him, and He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 (These verses can be sung to the tune of “London 

Bridge”: Trust in the Lord with all your heart, all your heart, all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding.) 
 

For Further Study: 

Titus 2:5 tells young women to be “sensible.”  Sometimes this word is translated as “prudent.”  If you look at 

Titus 2:2 and 6, these verses tell men to be “sensible” too.  Read Titus 2:1-8.  How would being sensible help 

your family, church, and community?  How does it glorify God? 

 
Journal: 

Did you recognize yourself in any of these verses today?  Are there areas of your life where you can be more 

careful and cautious?  Have you made any quick and impulsive decisions lately?  How can you get better at 

thinking things out and considering God’s Word before you act? 
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June 22       Day 173 Proverbs 15:23-30 
 

Have you ever heard the fairy tale about the girl who had jewels falling out of her mouth?  It was written by 

Charles Perrault.  The girl was sweet and kind, but her mean stepmother and stepsister treated her unkindly and 

made her do all the work in their home.  The girl went to fetch water and found an old woman there in need.  

After giving the woman some water, the woman turned into a beautiful fairy and granted the girl a wish: every 

time she spoke, jewels, flowers, and coins fell from her lips. 

 

When the girl went home, the girl’s stepmother was amazed at the transformation.  In her greed she sent her 

other daughter to the well to find the old woman.  But the other daughter was mean and selfish, and when the 

old woman asked for water, she would not serve her.  The woman commanded that snails and snakes fall from 

her mouth every time she spoke. 

 

Are your words like jewels or snakes?  Do your words bless or bite others?  Today’s proverbs are about the 

importance of our words.  They show us that words can give joy and delight when they are just what a person 

needs to hear (verse 23), when they are pleasant (26), and when they bring us closer to God in prayer (verse 29).   

 

Even one small, kind word can brighten someone’s day.  How many good conversations I have had with people 

just by asking, “Is there anything you need?”  How much comfort can be given when we say (and mean it): 

“I’m praying for you.”  Words don’t have to be fancy, they just have to be “apt” and “timely.”   

 

If you’re always thinking of the comfort and teaching you can give to others, then you won’t have room in your 

heart for evil thoughts.  What kind of words came out of your mouth today?   
 

Memory Verse: 

Trust in the Lord with _____ _____ ______, and lean not on your own understanding.  In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

For Further Study: 

Words are powerful.  What happened when Jesus told others, “Your faith has made you well” (Mark 5:34)?  

What happened when Paul and Silas sang hymns in prison (Acts 16)?  Words don’t perform miracles like these 

today, but they can still have a power that is unlike any other – eternal, holy power.  See Romans 10:9 and 

10:14, and James 5:16, to see the power that words have today.  

 
Journal: 

What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom?  Knowledge means having a store of facts; wisdom 

means knowing how to use them.  There is worldly wisdom, which can only help us here on earth, and there is 

Godly wisdom, which helps us get to heaven.   Although it is a great advantage to be educated, the wisdom 

of God is what should interest us most.  It’s very important that you gradually learn not just to store up Bible 

facts, but to use these to help you love and serve God and others. 

 Make a list of the Bible knowledge that you have learned so far.  Next to that, write down how these 

facts could help you have Godly wisdom.  Here are some examples: 

 

Bible facts... ...can help me be wise 

The story of Creation  I know that God is my Creator, and I 

should  fear Him 

The story of Daniel in the lion’s den God wants me to be brave and follow His 

Word no matter what 
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June 23      Day 174        Proverbs 16:19-20 

 
 

 “Sacrifice Hits” was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in 1914 in his book, Fifty-Two Story Talks to 

Boys and Girls.  It is now out of print but available free online. 

 

I hope that all you boys play baseball, and that many of you are on baseball teams. If you are, I suppose you 

know what is meant by a sacrifice hit. 

 

It is called a "sacrifice hit" when the score is close and a player comes to the bat, and, although he would like to 

make a run, nevertheless, for the sake of the man on the base, he makes a "bunt," so that, while the pitcher or 

shortstop runs up to get the ball and put him out on first base, the man on the bases may make another base. 

 

You see, then, that instead of making what is called a "grand-stand play" he just gives up his own glory for the 

sake of his team. 

 

Did you ever think that your parents are constantly making "sacrifice hits" for you? Whenever your mother goes 

without a new dress in order that you may have a better suit of clothes; whenever your father gives up some 

pleasure to keep you in school, they are making a sacrifice hit for you. 

 

And after all, boys and girls, that is about the only way the world has ever moved very far ahead. Socrates, an 

old Greek, made a sacrifice hit when he was put to death in prison with poison, because he wanted to make the 

young men of Athens wiser. Martin Luther made a sacrifice hit when he went to Worms, although he feared the 

Pope would kill him. But he was determined to get liberty for the people. 

 

But the biggest sacrifice hit that was ever made was made by Christ when He was crucified on Calvary, in order 

that the world might know that God was a Father and loved His children. 

 

And every boy and girl who would follow in the footsteps of Christ, and would be strong and noble, must be 

prepared to make sacrifice hits,--to forget themselves and do things for the sake of others. Jesus said, "I 

came not to be ministered unto, but to minister." And a minister is one who serves, one who makes sacrifice hits 
 

Memory Verse: 

Trust ..... and lean not on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your 

paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

For Further Study: 

Jesus shows us how to be poor in spirit.  In Matthew 11:29 He said that He is “gentle and humble in heart” 

(some versions say He is “meek and lowly” in heart.”  Then in John 13 He proved this by washing His 

disciples’ feet.  Would you like to wash the feet of 12 grown men?  Read John 13 and pray about having a 

willing and giving heart like Christ’s. 

 

 
Journal: 

Do you know some humble people?  Who are the people you know who are always willing to serve and give to 

others?  How can you be more like that? 
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June 24       Day 175   Proverbs 17:1-7 

 

Have you ever played the game, “Opposite Day”?  It’s a game where you try to say and do the opposite of what 

you mean.  My sister and I used to play it.  I would ask her a question, and if she meant “yes,” she would say 

“no.”  If I told her to turn left, she would turn right.  Doing the opposite takes a lot of concentration!  Would 

you have a race to see who was slowest?  Would you put on your pajamas to play outside? 

 

This chapter in Proverbs is full of opposites. God is trying to show us the difference between good and bad, 

wisdom and foolishness.   

 

Read verse 1.  Would you rather eat “a dry morsel” or would you rather be in “a house of feasting”?  God tells 

us to make our homes peaceful.  It doesn’t matter if they are full of riches.   

 

Consider verse 2.  Is it easier to be the servant in the house, or the son?  The son in the home gets more 

privilege than the servant.  The servant has to put himself below others.  But sons who act shamefully are no 

good the master of the house.  Our Master and Lord notices His faithful servants. 

 

Read verse 6.  Would you like to be friends with a rich and fancy prince?  But what if, inside, he was really a 

liar? 

 

We have to learn to look at the world with spiritual eyes – eyes that know God’s commandments and want to do 

what is pleasing to Him.  It’s not easy to be humble, serving, and trusting in God to give you all things.  This is 

the OPPOSITE of the way the world thinks. It takes a lot of concentration!  But this is precisely the way Christ 

was!  Don’t we want to be like Him?  The book of Proverbs can teach us how. 

 
Memory Verse: 

Trust ..... and lean not on _____ ____ __________.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your 

paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
 

For Further Study: 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.  People who are humble, lowly, and weak, are usually not celebrated in our world 

today.  But God is looking for people like that to serve in His kingdom.   

 
Journal: 

I have a confession to make: I had a hard time picking a lesson from this chapter in Proverbs!  That’s because 

chapter 17 covers so many different subjects!  If you look over the chapter, it talks about friends, family, riches, 

anger, kings, joy, and of course, wisdom.  Which one of these topics means a lot in your life right now?  Are 

you have problems with a friend or a family member?  Are you worried about money?  Are you feeling 

depressed?  Find the verses in this chapter that talk about your concerns, and write about how God wants you to 

think about them in order to be wise.  
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June 25      Day 176 Proverbs 18: 10-12 

 

Do you like having a stuffed animal or blanket in bed with you at night?  I’m a grownup, but I still go to bed 

with TWO pillows, one under my head and one next to me.  I’ve slept that way since I was a baby.  It helps me 

sleep better! 

 

Everybody wants to feel safe and secure.  God wants us to feel that way with HIM.  What do these proverbs 

teach us about feeling safe?  What has God given you to help you feel safe? 

 

Run to God, your Tower and Strength, so that you can always feel safe.  Let Him care for you, because He loves 

you so much!  
 

Memory Verse: 

Trust ......  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
 

For Further Study: 

Read 2 Timothy 2:1-6.  Paul is telling Timothy to be strong, teach others, and put up with suffering (verses 1-3).  

What three occupations does Paul use to demonstrate how committed Timothy should be to the cause of Christ?  

How does a soldier stay strong and endure suffering?  How does an athlete make sure he wins the prize?  What 

kind of farmer will be paid first from the crops? 

 Think about the proverbs you read today.  God wants to be our strength and safety.  But if we’re worried 

about everyday matters, if we’re not learning the “rules of life” that God has given us, and if we aren’t working 

hard for the cause of Christ, how can we be safe in God’s care?  How can God be a Tower of safety to someone 

who doesn’t hide in Him? 

 
Journal: 

Draw a tower made of large blocks of stone.  In each block, write the name or draw a picture of something God 

has given you to help you feel safe.  For example, draw your family in one block of stone.  In another, draw the 

Bible.  In another, draw your favorite stuffed animal.  What about your favorite place in the house to sit and 

read?  What about the name of your favorite hymn?  Can you think of other things that help you feel safe and 

secure?  These are all blessings from God.
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June 26      Day 177      Proverbs 19:8-16 
 

 “The Liberty of Conscience” was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in 1914 in his book, Fifty-Two 

Story Talks to Boys and Girls.  It is now out of print but available free online. 

 

Introduction: Today’s reading talks about carelessness.  What does it mean to be careless about something?  

What does it look like when you are careless about your toys, your room, and your clothes?  In Proverbs 19:16, 

God warns us about being careless with His commandments.  We should care about what God wants and be 

careful to obey Him properly.   

 

I know it would seem strange if I told you that every boy and girl has to be tied to something in order that he 

may be free. And yet that is the exact truth. 

 

The majority of you no doubt know what the multiplication-table is, and I am sure you have thought it a pretty 

disagreeable thing. Perhaps you have wondered why seven times eight is always fifty-six, and why your teacher 

insists that it shall be that every time. You don't see why it can't be fifty-five just once, or possibly fifty-seven. 

But, no, sir; it is _always_ fifty-six. 

 

When you get farther along in life I believe you will be glad to know that seven times eight is _always_ fifty-

six, whether you meet it in the grocery-store, or in the bank, or in New York, or in Philadelphia, or in China; for 

it will be a comfort to know that the multiplication-table does not change, like many other things, as you go 

from place to place. 

 

Whenever or wherever you meet it, it is always the same. Now, because you were tied to that table as a boy or 

girl, you will be free to go where you like with it in after-life. 

 

The same is true about riding a bicycle. You know that in order to be free to ride a bicycle you must obey the 

rules of riding it; that is, when you are in danger of falling to the right you must turn the front wheel to the right. 

If you do not, you will fall off. 

 

Here again, you see, you must be tied in order to be free. 

 

You will find that a rule all through life. That is why your parents and teachers lay down so many rules for you. 

It is not because they want to hedge you in and torment you, but that you may be free men and women later. 

 

Boys and girls who are never tied up, sooner or later find that as men and women they are not free. Marie 

Antoinette, Queen of France, would not be tied up to any rules as a girl. She was wilful and wild, so in later life 

she caused the death of her husband and herself. 

 

That same rule is even true of stars. Comets are tramp stars. They refuse to be tied up, and they ramble about all 

over the sky. So they never have trees and flowers on them. Our earth, on the other hand, is tied up to the sun 

and goes round it like a horse round a racetrack, and so it is bound by seasons and brings forth beautiful trees 

and flowers. 

 

Among other disadvantages of being a comet is that comets are in danger of losing a great part of their 

substance every time they approach the sun. Halley's comet, which used to be such a wonderful sight, has 

dwindled away to a very great extent. When it came a few years ago scarcely any one saw it. 

 

So it is always: to be really free and to grow you must be tied; and I hope that none of you children will ever be 

fretful when your parents and teachers make rules that you do not see the meaning of, but which are for your 

good. 
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Memory Verse: 

Trust ......  In all your ways ______________ ____, and He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

For Further Study:   

Read 2 Timothy 2:7-9, and also verses 11-3.  What did Paul keep in mind so that he could put up with all his 

problems on earth?  Can you keep these things in mind as well? 

     Think about today’s reading in Proverbs about carelessness.  When we’re careful about knowing God’s 

commandments and promises, it will help us endure our problems on earth.  When people forget all the things 

that God has done for them, and they stop being careful about His Word, then they easily lose their faith when 

times are hard. 

 
Journal: 

When we’re careful with something, we show that it is valuable.  What do you want to be more careful with for 

God?  What valuable blessings has He given to you?  Think not just of your possessions, but also the talents you 

have and the people in your lives.  How can you be more careful with these things? 
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June 27      Day 178      Proverbs 20: 1-11 
 

“Actions speak louder than words.”  Have you ever heard that saying? 

 

These verses today show us how important our actions are.  In fact, let’s read these verses backwards, starting 

with verse 11, which in some versions reads: “A child is known by his deeds.”  God likes us to have good 

thoughts and good words, but if our deeds do not follow, then what use are we to God? 

 

Now look at verses 1-10.  What are some of the good things that God notices?  God notices when we start fights 

and make fun of others (verses 1-3).  God notices when we are lazy (verse 4).  God notices when we stand for 

the truth (6-9).  God notices when we are fair to others (verse 10). 

 

God in Heaven notices these things, and He is pleased when young people do them!   
 

Memory Verse: 

Trust ......  In ......, and He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

 

For Further Study:  

Read Luke 2:52.  Jesus not only grew in favor with God, but also in favor with men.  As Proverbs 20:11 says, 

young people who live purely and responsibly are “distinguished” from others.  Can you think of young people 

in the Old and New Testaments who served God faithfully? 

 
Journal:  

What are the good things by which you are known?  What are your talents and abilities?  What have you done in 

the past to show others that you belong to God?  Say a prayer today to thank God for these opportunities to let 

your light shine!  Ask Him for more opportunities to grow and serve Him. 
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June 28       Day 179           Proverbs 21:2-8 
 

You know that worshipping God is very important to us.  And yet, God says there is something even more 

important than worship, and that is righteousness and justice (verse 3).  How can this be so?   

 

God cannot accept our sacrifices, our worship, if we are going to continue in unrighteousness.  Sin is serious to 

God.  Worship doesn’t automatically “wipe away” the bad things we’ve done – only feeling sorry and trying to 

change can do that.  Verse 4-8 of this chapter show us some of the sins that are serious to God.  Pride, 

impatience, lying, violence... keep reading in this chapter and you can find others!   

 

The following story was written by Thornton W. Burgess and published in the book Mother West Wind “How” 

Stories in 1919.  Now out of print, the book may be read free online. 

 

HOW MR. WEASEL WAS MADE AN OUTCAST 

 

 

Chatterer the Red Squirrel peered down from the edge of an old nest built long ago in a big hemlock-tree in the 

Green Forest, and if you could have looked into Chatterer's eyes, you would have seen there a great fear. He 

looked this way; he looked that way. Little by little, the fear left him, and when at last he saw Peter Rabbit 

coming his way, he gave a little sigh of relief and ran down the tree. Peter saw him and headed straight toward 

him to pass the time of day. 

 

"Peter," whispered Chatterer, as soon as Peter was near enough to hear, "have you seen Shadow the Weasel?" 

 

It was Peter's turn to look frightened, and he hastily glanced this way and that way. "No," he replied. "Is he 

anywhere about here?" 

 

"I saw him pass about five minutes ago, but he seemed to be in a hurry, and I guess he has gone now," returned 

Chatterer, still whispering. 

 

"I hope so! My goodness, I hope so!" exclaimed Peter, still looking this way and that way uneasily. 

 

"I hate him!" declared Chatterer fiercely. 

 

"So do I," replied Peter. "I guess everybody does. It must be dreadful to be hated by everybody. I don't believe 

he has got a single friend in the wide, wide world, not even among his own relatives. I wonder why it is he 

never tries to make any friends." 

 

"Here comes Jimmy Skunk. Let's ask him. He ought to know, for he is Shadow's cousin," said Chatterer. 

 

Jimmy came ambling up in his usual lazy way, for you know he never hurries. It seemed to Chatterer and Peter 

that he was slower than usual. But he got there at last. 

 

"Why is it, Jimmy Skunk, that your cousin, Shadow the Weasel, never tries to make any friends?" cried 

Chatterer, as soon as Jimmy was near enough. 

 

"I've never asked him, but I suppose it's because he doesn't want them," replied Jimmy. 

 

"But why?" asked Peter. 

 

"I guess it's because he is an outcast," replied Jimmy. 
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"What is an outcast," demanded Peter. 

 

"Why, somebody with whom nobody else will have anything to do...” replied Jimmy. "I thought everybody 

knew that." 

 

"But how did it happen that he became an outcast in the first place?" persisted Peter. 

 

"He's always been an outcast, ever since he was born, and I suppose he is used to it," declared Jimmy. "His 

father was an outcast, and his grandfather, and his great-grandfathers way back to the days when the world was 

young." 

 

"Tell us about it. Do tell us about it!" begged Peter. 

 

Jimmy smiled good-naturedly. "Well, seeing that I haven't anything else to do just now, I will. Perhaps you 

fellows may learn something from the story," said he. Then he settled himself comfortably with his back to an 

old stump and began. 

 

"When old King Bear ruled in the forest long, long ago, and the great-great-ever-so-great-grandfathers of all of 

us and of everybody else lived in peace and happiness with each other, slim, trim, spry Mr. Weasel lived with 

the rest. He was small, just as Shadow is now, and he looked just the same as Shadow does now. He was on the 

best of terms with all his neighbors, and no one had a word to say against him. In fact, he was rather liked and 

had quite as many friends as anybody. But all the time he had a mean disposition. He hid it from his neighbors, 

but he had it just the same. Now mean dispositions are easily hidden when everything is pleasant and there are 

no worries, and that is the way it was then. No one suspected any one else of meanness, for with plenty to eat 

and nothing to worry about, there was no cause for meanness. 

 

"With his mean disposition, Mr. Weasel was also very crafty. Being small and moving so swiftly, he was hard 

to keep track of. You know how it is with Shadow--now you see him, and now you don't." 

 

Chatterer and Peter nodded. They knew that it is because of this that he is called Shadow. 

 

"Well," continued Jimmy, "it didn't take him long to find that if he were careful, he could go where he pleased, 

and no one would be the wiser. They say that he used to practise dodging out of sight when he saw any one 

coming, and after a while he got so that he could disappear right under the very noses of his neighbors. Being so 

slim, he could go where any of his four-footed neighbors could, and it wasn't long before he knew all about 

every hole and nook and corner anywhere around. There were no secrets that he didn't find out, and all the time 

no one suspected him. 

 

"Of course hard times came to Mr. Weasel at last, just as to everybody else, but they didn't worry him much. 

You see, he knew all about the secret hiding-places in which some of his neighbors had stored away food, so 

when he was hungry, all he had to do was to help himself. So Mr. Weasel became a thief, and still no one 

suspected him. Now one bad habit almost always leads to another. Mr. Weasel developed a great fondness for 

eggs. Our whole family has always had rather a weakness that way." 

 

Jimmy grinned, for he knew that Peter and Chatterer knew that he himself never could pass a fresh egg when he 

found it. 

 

"One day he found a nest in which were four little baby birds instead of the eggs he had been expecting to find 

there and, having a mean disposition, he flew into a rage and killed those four little birds. Yes, Sir, that's what 

he did. He found the taste of young birds very much to his liking, and he began to hunt for more. Then he 
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discovered a nest of young mice, and he found these quite as good as young birds. Then came a great fear upon 

the littlest people, but not once did they suspect Mr. Weasel. He was very crafty and went and came among 

them just as always. They suspected only the larger and stronger people of the forest who, because food was 

getting very scarce, had begun to hunt the smaller people. 

 

"But you know wrongdoing is bound to be found out sooner or later. One day Mr. Rabbit surprised Mr. Weasel 

making a meal of young mice, and of course he hurried to tell all his neighbors. Then Mr. Weasel knew that 

it was no longer of use to pretend that he was what he was not, and he boldly joined the bigger animals in 

hunting the smaller ones. It makes most people angry to be caught in wrongdoing and it was just that way with 

Mr. Weasel. He flew into a great rage and vowed that he would kill Mr. Rabbit, and when he couldn't catch Mr. 

Rabbit, he hunted others of his neighbors until there was no one, not even fierce Mr. Wolf or Mr. Panther or Mr. 

Lynx, of whom the littlest people were in such fear. You see, they could hide from the big hunters, but they 

couldn't hide from Mr. Weasel because he knew all their hiding-places, and he was so slim and small that 

wherever they could go, he could go.  

 

"Now the big people, like Mr. Wolf and Mr. Panther, killed only for food that they might live, and when they 

found Mr. Weasel killing more than he could eat, they would have nothing to do with him and even threatened 

to kill him if they caught him. So pretty soon Mr. Weasel found that he hadn't a friend in the world. This made 

him more savage than ever, and he hunted and killed just for the pleasure of it. He took pleasure in the fear 

which he read in the eyes of his neighbors when they saw him. 

 

"Old Mother Nature was terribly shocked when she discovered what was going on, but she found that she could 

do nothing with Mr. Weasel. He wasn't sorry for what he had done and he wouldn't promise to do better. 'Very 

well,' said Old Mother Nature, 'from this time on you and your children and your children's children forever and 

ever shall be outcasts among the people of the Green Forest and the Green Meadows, hated by all, little and 

big.' And it has been so to this day. Even I am not on speaking terms with Shadow, although he is my own 

cousin," concluded Jimmy Skunk. 

 

Peter Rabbit shuddered. "Isn't it dreadful not to have a single friend?" he exclaimed. "I would rather have to run 

for my life twenty times a day than to be hated and feared and without a single friend. I wouldn't be an outcast 

for all the world." 

 

"There's not the least bit of danger of that for you, Peter," laughed Jimmy Skunk. 
 

Memory Verse: 

Trust ......  In ......, and He will make your paths ________.  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

For Further Study:   

Do you remember when Saul kept the animals of the Amelakites so that he could sacrifice them to God (1 

Samuel 15)?  But God had wanted Saul to destroy everything in Amalek.  So Saul tried to worship God, when 

in fact he had disobeyed God.  In John 4, Jesus has a discussion with a Samaritan woman about worship.  In 

verses 23-24, what does Jesus say is important in worship?  God wants us to worship Him with the right 

attitude/heart, and also in obedience to His Word.  You can’t have one without the other, or that wouldn’t be 

true worship.  See also Ecclesiastes 5:1. 

 
Journal:  

How can you make your worship to God more meaningful and important in your life?  How can you be less 

distracted and more involved in the worship service?  What things can you practice thinking about and doing so 

that you’ll be more prepared for worship?
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June 29      Day 180       Proverbs 22:1-5 
 

Do you know any rich people who are famous because of the bad things they do, and the trouble they cause?  

Do you know any people who have had few riches, but ended up having a good name among men?  

 

What do you think of when you hear these names: Abraham, Jezebel, Daniel, Ruth?  Do you think of goodness 

or evil? 

 

In the first verse of Proverbs 22, God tells us that we will be known for the way we live.  We will be known for 

the things we do, whether good or bad.  And we should care more about doing good things than for riches.  

 

Verses 2-5 tell us some of the things that we can do to have a good name.  We should know that God is our 

maker (verse 2).  We should stay away from evil (verse 3).  What are the other things these verses tell us to do?  

 
Memory Verse: 

Trust ......  In ......, and He will make ____ _____ ______.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
For Further Study:  

Jesus was known by different names.  What do the names Messiah, Immanuel, and Man of Sorrows mean?  Do 

some research on where those were mentioned in the Bible, using your Bible concordance and/or the internet.  

Look up these verses about Jesus and write down what each of the names teach us about our Lord: Matthew 

12:18; John 8:12, John 11:25; Romans 11:26; Revelation 1:8. 

 

Journal ~ 
Many names have special meanings.  What does your name mean?  Why was it chosen for you?  If you were to 

overhear two people talking about you, what would you like to hear them saying?  What would you like to be 

“famous” for?  More importantly, how would you like to be known to God? 
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June 30      Day 181      Proverbs 23:22-25 
 

If you had a child of your own, what would you teach him or her about God?  If you only had 3-4 sentences to 

speak, what kind of advice would you give so that your own child could be wise? 

 

In today’s verses, a father is talking to his son.  Does he tell his son to do well in school?  Does he tell him to 

make lots of money or become a strong athlete?  No, the father wants his son to put God first and become wise.  

This is what your parents want for you also! 

 

Your parents are very pleased with the many things you do.  But nothing pleases them or God more than seeing 

you make good decisions about following Christ.  That’s why learning God’s Word is so important to them.  

That’s why they want it to be important to you too! 

 
Memory Verse: 

Review the verses you’ve learned this month: Psalm 139:14; Proverbs 14:12; Proverbs 9:10; Proverbs 3:5-6. 

 
For Further Study:  

Think of today’s reading from Proverbs as a little letter from God to us, His beloved children.  Don’t you know 

that God wants us to learn what would please Him?  In the book of 3 John, verse  4 tells us what gives God the 

greatest joy.  What is it?  Why do you think this gives God joy?  Verses 1-8 show us why: it helps the church 

(verses 5 and 6) and it helps spread the truth (verse 8).   God wants His family in Heaven with Him someday.  

His commandments keep us safe so we will get there, whole and pure.   

 
Journal:  

Call up some of the older people in your congregation.  Ask them what one piece of advice they would give to a 

young person like you who wanted to know how to please God. 


