
April 1  Day 91   2 Chronicles 16:7-12 
 

You have read many Bible verses about seeking the Lord.  Did you ever stop to think that the Lord seeks you?? 

 

Asa the king had many enemies.  He could have sought help from the Lord.  Instead, he relied on himself and 

his army.  The Lord did not give him a victory.  Even when Hanani the prophet tried to warn Asa, Asa did not 

repent and ask for forgiveness.  He became angry instead, putting the prophet into prison and hurting his own 

people.  How foolish and stubborn Asa was!   

 

Even in his old age, when he was sick, Asa was stubborn.  You would think that poor health would humble Asa, 

but he still did not seek God.  God may have healed him.  Even if God did not heal him, at least Asa would have 

been prepared for death. 

 

Asa could have avoided his fate.  As Hanani told him, God searches for those hearts that are willing to 

completely trust in Him.  Hanani came to Asa three years before Asa became sick – God gave him so much 

time to repent! 

 

Sometimes it can feel frustrating or scary to know that God is always watching us.  But God isn’t watching us 

so that He can punish us.  He’s watching so that “He may strongly support those whose heart is completely 

His.”  He is looking for a chance to help us, if we will let Him. 

 
 

Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.  Matthew 5:3 
 

For Further Study: 

Sometimes it’s hard to say “I’m sorry.”  When we feel sorry for our mistakes, God will always forgive us, but 

sometimes our mistakes leave results that cannot be erased.  It is like getting a cut that leaves a scar.  The skin is 

healed, but there is still a scar, and sometimes it doesn’t go away.  Life sometimes includes these hard lessons.  

But if we love God, He will be with us and love us despite our scars!  See 1 King 21:29; Isaiah 48:9; Ezekiel 

20:15-17; and Matthew 18:21-22. 

 

Journal: We are continuing to think about prayer as it’s described in 2 Chronicles 6 (from last month’s lessons).  

In verse 32, Solomon said that God would hear the foreigner who prayed to Him.  In Solomon’s day, a 

“foreigner” was anyone who was not a Jew, anyone who was a stranger to God.  Who would the “foreigner” be 

today? ~ it would be anyone who has not obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ.   

 Can you pray for people who haven’t heard or obeyed the gospel ~ people who are “foreigners” to God?  

Pray that the gospel can reach them, and pray that they’ll have open hearts.  Pray that the gospel can be spread 

over the world, and pray that you can help do this for God. 



April 2  Day 92  2 Chronicles 20: 1-25 

 

Do you remember how the Israelites conquered Jericho (Joshua chapter 6)?  They did not use mighty weapons.  

They marched around the city day after day, and then on the seventh day they marched around it seven times.  

After that, they blew their horns and yelled, and the walls of Jericho came tumbling down.  Have you ever been 

able to knock down a wall just by yelling? 

 

Today’s Bible reading tells a similar story.  The Israelite army was going to be attacked by three different 

armies.  Do you think you could fight against three people and win?  The Israelites prayed to the Lord, and the 

Spirit of the Lord answered them.  They were told to approach the army with songs and praises to the Lord.  

Would you have been willing to do that?  It certainly sounds like a strange solution.  But the Israelites had a 

“secret weapon” which is found in verse 20 of this chapter: “Put your trust in the Lord your God, and you will 

be established.  Put your trust in His prophets and succeed.” 

 

What happened when the Israelites put their trust in the Lord?  What do you think your can accomplish if you 

do the same thing? 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the _____ __ ______, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.  Matthew 5:3 

 
For Further Study: 

God answered the Israelite’s prayer.  James 5:16 says that “The effective prayer of a righteous man can 

accomplish much.” 

     What is an effective prayer?  James 1:6 says that we should pray without doubting that God will answer our 

prayer.  We should feel sure that God is powerful enough to answer any prayer.  But the verse before that, verse 

5, says that we should ask for wisdom.  A wise person will not ask for anything that is wrong or sinful.  

Remember, it is the prayer of a righteous man that will accomplish much. 

     Who is the righteous man?  James 1:22 says that we not only have to hear the Word of God, but do what it 

says.  James 3:13 says that the wise person will show it with his good behavior and gentleness.  And James 5:16 

says that we should confess our sins to one another. 

     Prayer can do so much!  James 5:13-18 tells us some of the wonderful things that can be accomplished by 

prayer.  Don’t let yourself miss out on all its many blessings! 

 

Journal: We are continuing to think about prayer as it’s described in 2 Chronicles 6 (from last month’s lessons).  

In verse 34, Solomon said that God would hear when the Israelites prayed before battles.  Our “battles” today 

are against temptation and the trials of life (sadness, disappointments, and worry).  We usually remember to 

pray to God when we’re in the middle of a “battle,” but we should pray to God in preparation for battles also!  

Even when times are good, we should know that a battle could be just around the corner, and ask God to make 

us ready.  What kind of battles do you think can come in the future?  What can you ask God to help you with so 

that you can be ready for battles with the devil? 



 

April 3  Day 93  2 Chronicles 23:16-20 
 

Do you know why I like reading these verses from the Bible?  Do you know why these four verses are 

important to me?  It is because the changes that the people made in these verses are the same changes that 

people today have to make in order to belong to God!   

1. Like these Israelites, we have to really want to be God’s people.  We must be willing to obey His 

commandments.  We must be willing to be different from everyone else in the world. 

2. To be God’s people, we have to remove sin from their lives.  We have to give up old habits and get rid 

of things that might tempt them. 

3. God’s people have to want to worship God faithfully, and learn from elders and teachers in the church.  

This is what the Israelites had to do also. 

4. God’s people have to guard themselves from evil.  Evil is all around us, and the devil is sneaky!  We 

have to be on our guard always. 

5. The Israelites put themselves under the rule of their king.  God’s people have a king also.  Do you know 

who that is? 

 

Do you remember how all these changes made the Israelites feel?  They rejoiced and sang.  That is how it 

should make us feel when we change our lives for God too! 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are …, for theirs is…..  Matthew 5:3 

 
For Further Study: 

Jehoiada made some very good changes in his time.  You can read 2 Chronicles 24:1-14 to see what a good 

influence Jehoiada was on the young king Joash.  Joash was only seven years old when he became king, so it 

was good that Jehoiada was there to teach him how to obey the Lord.  But read on in verses 15-19.  What 

happened after Jehoiada died?  Why didn’t Joash continue to obey? 

 

Journal: We are continuing to think about prayer as it’s described in 2 Chronicles 6 (from last month’s lessons).  

In verse 36, Solomon asked God to hear them if they were ever taken captive and called out to God.  There are 

many ways we can think about this verse.  We can know that God will hear us when we feel lost and afraid.  We 

can know that God will hear the sinner who has wandered far away from Him but now wants to repent and 

return to God.  We can know that God will be with us even when we’re far from home.  Can you think of 

anybody who falls in these 3 categories?  Pray for them today. 



 

April 4  Day 94  2 Chronicles 26: 14-21 
 

“Tommie, I must have your help,” said Tommie’s grandmother.  “My eyes are simply too weak to thread my 

needle, and I need to sew this button onto your shirt.” 

 

Tommie went to his grandmother and threaded the needle for her.  In return, she gave him a hug and her thanks.  

“Now, Tommie, do you think you could put a camel through the eye of my needle?” 

 

Tommie laughed, “Oh no, Grandmother!  Not even a toy camel from my Noah’s ark set can go through your 

little needle!” 

 

“That’s right,” said his grandmother.  “Jesus said that it is as difficult for a rich man to enter heaven as it is for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle.” 

 

“Why did Jesus say it would be that hard?” asked Tommie. 

 

“Well, I believe it is because a rich person would have a harder time trusting in God.  When a person gains and 

owns many things, he is more likely to trust in himself.  You remember the lesson of King Uzziah, who had a 

great army and many weapons.  He became so sure of himself that he thought he should be a priest also.  He 

thought he should be allowed to enter the temple and offer sacrifices.  But do you remember what happened to 

him when he did this evil thing?” 

 

Tommie nodded.  “God made Him very sick.” 

 

“Yes.  And in the end, Uzziah lost all those wonderful things he had as a king.  He should have been thankful to 

God for his blessings, and used them to obey God, instead of being so proud and disobeying God’s law.” 

 

Tommie looked at the little needle in his grandmother’s hand as it flew in and out of the button on his shirt.  

“Grandmother, how can a camel go through the eye of a needle?” 

 

“It’s impossible, my child.  But with God, all things are possible.  And if a man trusts in God instead of his 

riches, then he can enter the kingdom of heaven, just as easily as you threaded this little needle for me.” 

 

Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion,  

Lest I be full and deny Thee and say,“Who is the Lord?” 

Or lest I be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God.  ~ Proverbs 30:8-9 

 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:3 

 
For Further Study: 

The Bible has many warnings against honoring ourselves instead of God and others.  Read Proverbs 11:12, 

16:18, and 25:6-7; also Matthew 23:12.  Compare these with the description of Christ from Philippians 2:5-8. 
 

Journal:  Why did Azariah thrust Uzziah out of the temple after seeing his leprosy?  Do some research into what 

the Scripture said about leprosy, both in the Old Testament and the New.   

 

 



 

Here is another lesson on Josiah.  We read about him in the book of 2 Kings.  His acts are recorded in 2 

Chronicles too.  He was very special to God. 

 

April 5 Day 95  2 Chronicles 34:1-4 
 

Josiah was eight years old when he became king.  Would you have followed him?   

 

It’s so nice to hear a young person talk about their love for God.  It gives many people hope.  That’s probably 

why so many people were willing to follow Josiah in turning away from idol worship and turning back to God.  

Children give hope to this world.  Children are so eager, so humble, and so joyful.  This is how you can help 

others look to Christ. 

 

When you feel too young, too weak, or too small, remember what God says about being young: 

 

Let no one look down on your youthfulness,  

but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, 

 show yourself an example of those who believe.  1 Timothy 4:12 

 

It’s truly a remarkable thing to meet a young person who can speak nicely, who obeys elders, and who knows 

about Jesus Christ.  It’s encouraging to meet young men and women who truly believe in God, who know their 

Bibles, and who want to live purely without being stained by all the sin in this world.  This is how you could be 

an example to everyone inside and outside of the church.  This gives people hope.  When they see your 

joyfulness and the way you serve others… it is like seeing a little bit of heaven on earth! 

 

For a little while, the Israelites served God faithfully.  They tore down their places of idol worship and learned 

to trust in God again.  All because of a faithful child named Josiah.  You can have the same effect on people 

today.  If you can shine your light out in this world, it might bring someone’s soul a little closer to Christ.  So 

keep shining!! 

 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  Matthew 5:4 

 
For Further Study: 

 

Do you remember the parable of the talents (read Matthew 25:1-30 if you don’t)?  How did Josiah live like a 

profitable servant to the Lord?  What kind of “profit” will you return to God when He calls in His accounts? 

 
Journal: 

Read 1 Timothy 4:12.  What 6 things do young people have that shows themselves as an example to others?  

How are you doing in these six areas?



April 6  Day 96   2 Chronicles 34:14-21   
 

 

“Aunt Nina,” said Jonah, “who is this little boy with the toy bear?”  Jonah was looking at an old photo album 

that he had found in his aunt’s bookshelf.  He pointed to a faded picture of a little boy hugging a teddy bear. 

 

Aunt Nina smiled and patted the picture.  “That is my little brother, your Daddy.  He carried that bear with him 

everywhere when he was a baby.  It was his favorite toy.” 

 

“He must have really liked that bear.  Where is it now?  I should like to see it.” 

 

“Oh, sweetie, that bear is long gone,” said Aunt Nina, shaking her head. 

 

“He didn’t keep it?  I thought it was his favorite.” 

 

“Well, Jonah, sometimes we give up old toys and find new favorite toys to replace them.  You don’t play with 

the same toys you had when you were a baby, do you?” 

 

“No, I don’t.  But I like the toys I have now better.” 

 

His aunt nodded.  “That’s as it should be, because you are getting older and learning new things, so your toys 

must change for you to enjoy them.  However, there is one thing that never changes, and we must continue to 

cherish it our whole lives.” 

 

“What’s that, Aunt?” 

 

“That is the Word of God.  We must never outgrow it, for it can teach us what we need to know even as we 

grow older and change.  It is precious, and should not be forgotten.”  Aunt Nina pointed to the photograph in the 

album.  “Your Daddy no longer has that toy bear.  But your Daddy still reads his Bible every day.” 

 

Jonah nodded.  “I’m going to do that also, and I shall not forget God’s Word.” 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are ….., for they shall be comforted.  Matthew 5:4 

 
For Further Study: 

Your memory verse is from Matthew chapter 5.   Think about today’s reading from 2 Chronicles.  Why did the 

king mourn in this story?  What did he do when he mourned?  Read verses 27-28.  How was he comforted? 

 

 
Journal: 

Do you know of people in your church family who are mourning, either over their sins or over problems in their 

lives?  How can you give them comfort?   
 



April 7  Day 97  2 Chronicles 36:11-16 
 

You read about the young man Josiah who taught the people to love God.  Today’s reading is about a young 

man named Zedekiah who turned the people the other way.   

 

Zedekiah had the same chances as Josiah, but he went in a different direction. Zedekiah did not humble himself 

before God’s prophet, Jeremiah.  What did the people do when they saw their king acting this way? 

 

• They mocked the prophets ~ they made fun of them and laughed at them. 

 

• They despised the Word of God ~  they hated it and did not see its importance. 

 

• They scoffed at the prophets ~ they said their words weren’t true, or when the prophets warned 

them about being punished, they said that the punishment wouldn’t be so bad.  

 

Do people do this to God’s Word and those who teach it today?  It may be hard for you to believe, but people 

do! 

 

You may have already noticed that other people don’t take the Word of God very seriously.  People like to 

make jokes about God, Jesus, the Bible, heaven, and hell.  Someday, they may even laugh at you for being so 

careful about these things. 

 

Even though you’ve been taught to take God’s Word very seriously, and to respect those who teach and preach 

it, there are those who don’t.  Be ready for that day, and don’t be surprised.  But pray and study so that you’ll 

stay strong and courageous.  Pray for people who haven’t yet learned to take these things as seriously as you do.  

You can show others what it means to dearly love God! 

 

God sent His Son to die for us.  We’re so precious to God!  Shouldn’t God and His Word be precious to us? 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are ….., for they shall be _______.  Matthew 5:4 

 
For Further Study: 

Your memory verse is from Matthew chapter 5.  What comfort does God give to those who mourn over their 

sins?  Read Psalm 34:18; Joel 2:13; 2 Corinthians 7:10; and 1 John 1:9 

 

The Israelites treated the prophets very badly.  Can you remember when they did these things to Christ and His 

apostles?  Read Matthew 27:29; Acts 17:18; and 2 Peter 3:3-4. 

 
Journal: 

Think about how the world scoffs at Christianity and doesn’t take God’s Word seriously.  How does being part 

of a church family help us with that?  How can you answer when people make jokes about God, worship, or the 

Bible, or when they take His name in vain? 

 

 



 The Israelites are returning to their homeland after being in captivity in Babylon.  They are going to rebuild 

their temple. 

 

April 8  Day 98   Ezra 3:10-13 

 

 

 

Do you see how God’s people felt with they finally started rebuilding their temple?  The Lord had never been 

far from His people.  Even in Babylon, He watched over them.  But Babylon was not the land God had 

promised them.  They were always under someone else’s rule. The Israelites were glad to be back in Israel.  It 

was so good to be able to worship and praise God freely again.   

 

The Israelites had lived far, far away from their own land for many years.  There were still some old people in 

the group who remembered the first temple.  There were some who remembered the songs that David had 

written for their worship.  When they could finally worship in their own land again, the sounds of crying and 

praising the Lord mixed together so loudly that it could be heard far away. 

 

If you were taken far away from this land and your church family, would you be able to remember how to 

worship the Lord?  Are there some songs and Bible stories you could keep in your heart to remember and teach 

others?  We should never take worship for granted.  We are truly blessed to worship the Lord! 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:4.  Recite verses 3 and 4 together. 

 
For Further Study: 

The foundation of a building (Ezra 3:10) is what builders lay down first.  It has to be very strong, otherwise the 

whole building can collapse.  In most buildings today, the foundation is concrete, which is as hard as rock.  

Read these other verses about foundations: 

     In Matthew 16:13-18, Peter said something that made Christ bless him.  In verse 18 Christ said that He 

would build His church upon what Peter had said.  Read verse 16.  What was the thing that Peter had said that 

was so important, the whole church of Christ would need to know it? 

     Read Matthew 7:24-27.  What was the difference between the wise man and the foolish man? 

     Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-11.  Who is the foundation of true faith?  This means that faith built on anything but 

Christ is false. 

     Read Ephesians 2:19-22.  Who is described as a building in these verses?  What is the foundation of this 

building? 

     Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19.  What kind of things make a good spiritual foundation for people who are rich in 

this world?   

 
Journal: 

Look up the hymn, “How Firm a Foundation,” either online or in a hymnal.  Write down what this hymn means 

to you.  What is your favorite hymn of praise to God? 



April 9  Day 99   Ezra 4:1-5 
 

The Israelites were finally back in their own land and were rebuilding the temple.  However, some Samaritans 

ask to join them in building the temple.  The Israelites wouldn’t let them.  They knew that their “friends” were 

really their enemies.  These enemies only wanted to slow them down and keep them from their goal. 

 

The enemies then sent “counselors” to frustrate and frighten the Israelites.  Later on in Ezra (verses 23 and 24) 

it says that the enemies complained to the king about them.  Finally, soldiers were sent to stop them by force.  

The temple rebuilding was halted for about 15 years.  

 

So you see, the devil really worked hard on those Israelites.   

 

You know, the devil still hates for God’s people to worship Him.  He will try to do many things to keep us from 

it.  He will send things to distract us from taking time to worship, or he will try to make us think other activities 

are more important.  We might also be persecuted so that we are too discouraged or afraid to worship God. 

 

Don’t let the devil win!  The world has “nothing in common” with us!  We are God’s people, and we will not be 

kept away from our Lord! 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.  Matthew 5:5 

 
For Further Study: 

Yesterday you read about how the people remembered what David had taught them about worshipping God.  

David loved to worship God!  You can read about his joy of worshipping the Lord in Psalms 63:1-8, 66:1-4, 

84:1-12.   

 
Journal: 

What is your favorite thing to do in worship?  Why is that your favorite?  How does it help you learn about 

God? 

 



April 10  Day 100   Ezra 9:1-3 
 

Judy was helping her older sister Mary iron their father’s shirts for work & church assemblies.  Judy sprayed the 

shirts with starch and laid them on the counter.  Mary took shirts from the counter and ironed them on a nearby 

board.  Together, the sisters would finish enough shirts for their father for a week, as well as earn some 

spending money. 

 

“Here is a T-shirt that was mixed up in this load of laundry,” said Judy, holding up one of their father’s 

undershirts.   

 

Mary’s eyes widened and then she giggled.  “Oh dear,” she said, “it looks like I accidentally washed this one in 

the load for hot water.” 

 

Judy looked at the shirt, which was now small enough to fit her.  “Ooh, will Daddy be angry at us?” she asked. 

 

“I don’t think so,” said Mary.  “It’s one of his oldest shirts.  I’ll ask him, and if it needs to be replaced, I’ll use 

my money for it.  It was my fault.” 

 

Judy was relieved. She was already envisioning her spending allowance being reduced.  She looked again at the 

shirt in her hands and said, “I can’t believe how little this is.” 

 

“Yes, that can happen if you’re not careful,” Mary said, picking up her iron again.  “Judy, do you know that the 

Bible talks about shrinking?” 

 

“It does?  Who shrunk something in the Bible?”   

 

“Well, in chapter 10 of the book of Hebrews it talks about Christians who ‘shrink back’ from faith in God.  A 

person can shrink back in the faith when they become discouraged or afraid, or when they become caught up in 

sin and forsake God.  This is what the Israelites did when they worshipped idols. Christians do it today when 

they disobey God and mistreat others, and don’t ask for forgiveness.  Can you imagine if your faith shrunk 

smaller and smaller, like this shirt?” 

 

“That would be terrible,” Judy said.   

 

“Yes, it would be so dangerous for us.  Some people’s faith shrinks so small that they have trouble finding it 

again when they most need it.  That’s why in the same chapter in Hebrews, it says we should be brave, love 

others, and worship Him as much as possible.  This will help us keep from shrinking back.” 

 

Judy grabbed her father’s shirt and held it up.  “It will keep us out of hot water!” she said. 

 

Mary laughed. “That’s right!  It will make us useful for God!” 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the ______, for they shall inherit the earth.  Matthew 5:5 

 
For Further Study: 

Priests and kings in Ezra's day had a special purpose.  In Ezra 9:2 God says that they did not teach the people to 

obey Him. Do you think your life has a purpose?  Do you think of yourself as having a special job?  You are 

very important to God, Christ’s church, and your family.  Even though it’s hard to imagine, even a child can do 

wonderful things for God.  Do you remember how Christ talked about children in Matthew 19:13-15 and Mark 

10:13-16?  When you are humble, trusting, willing to obey, and loving, you teach older people what they must 



be like to enter Heaven!  God has given you this great job because children are so good at trusting God, helping 

others, and being cheerful.   

 
Journal: 

Finish these sentences:  

I have a special purpose for God.  It is:   

I can fulfill this purpose every day by doing these things : 

These can get in the way of my work for God:



April 11  Day 101  Ezra 9:5-9 
 

Ezra is praying to God on behalf of the Israelites.  Ezra sees that the Israelites are marrying the idol-worshippers 

in the land.  He is telling God that he sees the sin of the people.  We can see many good things about Ezra’s 

prayer which we should try to follow: 

 

Verse 5-6: Ezra felt humiliated and ashamed.  He knew that they had done wrong.  He even tore his clothes and 

fell to his knees in sorrow.  He couldn’t even lift his face.   

 

Verses 6-7: Ezra knew how serious sin is.  He didn’t say that it was just a little thing.  He knew that their sins 

were what caused their wars and captivity.  He did not blame anything on God; he knew that they were wrong. 

 

Verses 8-9: Ezra could see that God loved them, despite their sin.  He knew that God was merciful towards 

them.  He had seen all the good things that God had done for them. 

 

Ezra was a great prophet and a wise man.  And we can pray to God just like he did.  The same God who heard 

him also hears us.  What a blessing it is to speak to God as a Father!  Remember that prayer is a gift from God, 

and make sure your prayers come from your heart. 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the ______, for they shall ______ __ _____.  Matthew 5:5 

 
For Further Study: 

Read Luke 11:5-13 and 18:1-5.  There is a saying that “the squeaky wheel gets the grease.”  Sometimes people 

on earth get what they want just by asking over and over again.  God is different from people on earth.  He 

never gets tired of hearing from us.  He doesn’t get bothered when we pray to Him.  He answers the prayers of 

the faithful (and the faithful are willing to accept His answers).   If the unjust and evil give in to others out of 

annoyance or grief, how much more will our righteous and loving Father hear us when we cry? 

     We have a responsibility to pray to God.  No friendship can survive without talking to one another.  How 

much do you and your friends talk to one another?  What about you and the people in your house – could you 

go a whole day without talking to each other?  God doesn’t want us to go a day without talking to Him either. 

 
Journal: 

Do you ever think that God isn’t hearing you just because He hasn’t answered you yet?  Do you ever “give up” 

on asking for something?  We have to grow and learn when God is telling us “no” or “wait.”  But that can be 

something we pray for also! 

     Look over the book of Psalms in your Bible today.  There are many of them that are like prayers, asking God 

for help and answers.  Do you see that the psalmists never gave up on turning to God?  Find one you like to 

copy into your journal to encourage you to pray and keep on seeking God.



April 12  Day 102  Nehemiah 2:3-6, 11-13, 17-18 

 

Nehemiah worked for the king in Susa.  Nehemiah prayed to God and then received permission from the king to 

go to Jerusalem.  As soon as he gets there, he inspects the city wall.  Then he talks to some men about 

rebuilding it.   

 

We can see in these verses how Nehemiah was a great encouragement to the men of Jerusalem.  He told them 

about how God had brought him to the city.  He told them it was time to get to work. 

 

We can be an encouragement to others like Nehemiah was.  When others feel sad or discouraged, we can 

remind them about God’s love.  We can tell them how God helps His people.  We can give people hope and 

strength to “put their hands to the good work” like those builders in Jerusalem. 

 

Can you think of someone who needs to hear this from you?  How can you encourage them? 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:5 

 
For Further Study: 

In Acts 4:36, we meet a man named Joseph who is known for encouraging others to do good.  In fact, the 

Christians called him “Barnabas” which means “Son of Encouragement.”  Later on in the book of Acts, it is 

written that he visited many churches so that he could encourage the Christians.  Wouldn’t it be nice to be 

known as an encourager?  It’s not hard to tell people that God loves them and that you want to help them.  

Think of how you can be an encouragement to others.  You can be a real blessing to God’s family! 

 
Journal: 

What verses can you think of that are encouraging?  Do you have a favorite verse that you think about when 

you need to feel braver or happier?  I like to read the Psalms.  Ask some other people in your family or at 

church what verses they like to read for encouragement.  Perhaps you can start keeping a list.  This will be 

useful when you need to encourage others, or when you need encouragement yourself. 



April 13  Day 103  Nehemiah 4:1-6 
 

Nehemiah and his friends are rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.  Their enemies are trying to discourage them.  

First they make fun of the Jews for being “feeble,” or weak.  The wealthy enemies find it funny that such weak, 

poor people are trying to build a wall.  The enemies also say that the Jews can’t possibly succeed because they 

are working alone, the job will take too long, and there are too many repairs to get done.   

 

Children of God are often mocked for trying to do what is right and trying to spread the Word of God.  

Someday you may hear others make fun of Christians for wanting to obey and serve God.  The devil uses the 

same arguments with us that he used in Nehemiah’s day – being a Christian is no fun and too hard. 

 

If that happens, remember Nehemiah.  Instead of becoming discouraged, he and his friends did a wise thing.  

First, they prayed to God (verses 4 and 5).  Then they just keep on working.  The people “had a mind to work.”  

They weren’t going to let anything distract them from their goal. 

 

This is the attitude that the child of God must have.  Nehemiah had a goal, to rebuild that wall, and nothing 

would turn him to the right or to the left.  We must always keep our goal of Heaven in mind so that we will not 

be discouraged by our enemies. 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:3-5 

 
For Further Study: 

Read Daniel 1:8.  Daniel “purposed in his heart” not to eat the king’s food (Daniel 1:8).  He made up his mind 

to obey God and then wouldn’t let anything keep him from it.  Daniel was very young when this happened, yet 

he already had the right attitude about obeying God.  Can you remember other things that Daniel did? 

 
Journal: 

Make a list of all the different kinds of work that you can do for the Lord.  Think about what you can do to 

serve God in your home, with church family, and with your friends & relatives.  How important you are to the 

cause of Christ!



April 14  Day 104      Nehemiah Chapter 6:1-16 

 

Poor Nehemiah.  Here he is, trying to rebuild the wall, and his enemies keep trying to distract him.  First they 

send letters asking him to visit.  Then they tell lies about him.  Throughout these trials, Nehemiah doesn’t stop 

working on the wall.  He prays often to God.  He tries to let people know the truth.  He doesn’t get discouraged.  

In the end, he finishes the wall, and his enemies are the ones who are discouraged.  They can plainly see that 

God is with Nehemiah.  Wouldn’t you like that to be said of you someday?  

 

The following story was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in Fifty-Two Story Talks for Boys and 

Girls in 1914.  The book is now out of print but can be read for free online. 

 

THE STORM-KING EAGLE 

 

 

If you have been up the Hudson River from New York to Albany by the day-boat, you will probably have 

noticed a high mountain on the right-hand side of the river by the name of Storm King. 

 

I want to tell you about an eagle that used to live there. He could be seen there almost any day soaring high 

above the mountain-peak. And many a hunter had tried to shoot him. But he avoided them all. And how do you 

think he did it? Did he hide from them? No. Just by flying so high that the bullets could not reach him, or, if 

some chance bullet did reach him, he was so far away that it just kissed his plumage and fell back to earth 

without doing him any harm. 

 

I wish that every boy and girl were as wise as that old eagle. That is always the way to avoid being wounded by 

sins: just keep high up above them. I mean by that, when you are tempted to do anything that is wrong, not to 

stop and argue with yourself whether you will get caught if you do it, or whether you will be happier if you do 

not do it, or any of these things by which you lose time. But just get right away from it: put it out of your mind. 

 

I suppose you will wonder how you can do that. I will tell you. You have often heard about "wishing-caps," and 

how the people in fairy-stories put them on and just wish themselves wherever they want to be, and quick as a 

flash they are there. Well, there is a wishing-cap that every boy and girl can put on when he is tempted; it is this 

prayer, "O God, help me not to do this thing which is wrong!" And if you say that prayer, and believe God will 

help you, it will take you high out of reach of the sin, just as that old eagle flew high above reach of the bullets. 

For God says that they who ask Him for help shall "mount up on wings as eagles." 

 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  Matthew 5:6 

 
For Further Study: 

When Paul wrote the book of Philippians, he was in prison in Rome.  When the Philippians heard he was in jail, 

some of them became frightened and discouraged.  Wouldn’t you be scared if your preacher, elder, or father 

were put in jail for talking about Christ?  Would it make you scared to talk about Christ?  Read what Paul wrote 

to encourage his brethren in Philippians 1:12-14, 27-28, and 2:14-18.  What made Paul happy while he was in 

prison?  What could the Philippians be busy doing, instead of being afraid? 

 
Journal: 

One of the best ways to fight your enemy is to know what weapons he has!  Yesterday you made a list of all the 

different kinds of work that you can do for the Lord.  Now make a list of the possible distractions and fears that 

the devil could send your way in order to keep you from doing your work.  Pray to God to help you learn how 

to handle these things.  Think of how you could fight the devil if he ever sends these problems your way.



April 15  Day 101  Nehemiah 10:28-33 
 

Taylor itched.  Taylor sweated.  Taylor felt pinched by his clothes.   

 

Taylor was wearing a tuxedo, but he would have rather been in play clothes.  He was going to a wedding with 

his Mimi and Pop-Pop, when he would have rather been going to the zoo.  Nevertheless, he smiled when his 

Mimi looked proudly at him.  He was going to be the ring-bearer for the wedding of his aunt Shirley, who was 

Mimi’s daughter.  He knew this was a special day for all of them. 

 

“You look very nice, Taylor,” Mimi said. 

 

“Thank you, Mimi,” said Taylor.  He looked at a closed door nearby.  “Is that where Aunt Shirley is waiting?” 

 

“Yes, she’ll stay there until Pop-Pop comes to walk her down the aisle.”  Mimi looked at her watch.  “We’ll be 

starting very soon.  I think they’re both in there praying, so I’ll wait a little while before I knock.” 

 

“What are they praying for?” asked Taylor. 

 

“Well, your Aunt Shirley is about to make one of the most important promises of her life.  She’s going to stand 

in front of all of us and say that she promises to love and honor Mr. Bradley.” 

 

“Then they’ll be husband and wife,” said Taylor.  With a grimace, he added, “After they kiss.” 

 

Mimi smiled and said, “Yes, that’s right.  Taylor, we make promises all through our lives, but there are two 

promises we make that are more important than any other.  One of these is when we marry.  That’s a promise 

between a man and a woman to love, honor, and take care of each other until they die.  They will no longer be 

alone, and they’ll be a happy family.” 

 

“What’s the other big promise we make?” Taylor asked. 

 

“The other one is even more important.  It’s a promise we make when we become baptized.  We are forgiven 

then, and added to Christ’s church.  At that time also, we start a new life with God.  We promise to honor God 

and obey Him, and God promises to take care of us and forgive us.  We’re supposed to keep this promise until 

we die also.” 

 

Taylor frowned.  “It’s hard to keep a promise for a long, long, time.” 

 

“Yes, that’s why we have to think about it and prepare for it.  But God doesn’t want to make it hard for us. He 

gave us His Word and a church family to help us.  He is faithful in His promises to us, and we must prove 

faithful in our promises to Him.” 

 

They both turned as the door opened quietly and Pop-Pop came out, with Aunt Shirley on his arm.  Taylor 

thought his aunt looked so pretty in her long dress.  

 

Mimi leaned over and whispered to Taylor, “Do you see that big smile on Shirley’s face?  She’s happy to make 

her promises to Mr. Bradley, because she knows how much joy it will bring both of them.  We can have joy and 

blessings by being part of God’s family also.” 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for _________, for they shall be satisfied.  Matthew 5:6 



 
For Further Study: 

Do you make promises quickly?  Or do you think about them first?  God expects His people to have knowledge 

and understanding (verse 28).  In the book of Acts, nobody is baptized without first learning about Christ (Acts 

2:37-41 and 8:25-36, for example).  John 6:45 and Romans 10:17 tell us the importance of being taught the 

Word of God.  Becoming a Christian is a serious decision and God wants us to be ready for it! 

 
Journal: 

Do you remember the story of Daniel?  He made a promise to obey God in Daniel 1:8.  Can you “purpose in 

your heart” to be a faithful young person for God?  What are some of the things you’d like to learn to do in 

order to serve God better? 



April 16  Day 106  Nehemiah 13:4-9 

 

Imagine opening a broom closet or pantry door in your house and finding... a stranger setting up his bed in 

there! 

 

Nehemiah had been away to work for the king, but now he was back and went to the temple.  Imagine his 

surprise to find that someone was living in one of the storage rooms of the temple!  Tobiah was given a room 

there by his relative Eliashib, who was a priest in the temple.   

 

Nehemiah threw Tobiah out.  Nehemiah then had to “cleanse” the temple, because it had been defiled (made 

filthy) by having someone living there.  That person was not a priest, and he had treated the temple like an 

ordinary place, instead of something special belonging to God. 

 

God has very strict rules for worship and holiness today, just like in the Old Testament.  God’s worship is 

defiled and “made filthy” when we change things to suit us.  We cannot treat God like something ordinary and 

every-day. 

 

We see here too that God does not favor certain people over others like men have a tendency to do.  We have 

our favorite friends and relatives, and we like to do nice things for them.  But this should never come before our 

obedience to God.  

 

I most certainly understand now 

that God is not one to show partiality, 

but in every nation the man who fears Him 

and does what is right, 

is welcome to Him. 

Acts 10:34-35 

 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are those who ….., for they shall be satisfied.  Matthew 5:6 

 
For Further Study: 

God has commanded us not to treat people unfairly.  Leviticus 19:15 is one Old Testament law about being 

unjust towards others.  Christians should not like one person more just because he has more money (James 2).  

God has told us to love our neighbor as ourselves ~ would we want to be treated unkindly just because we 

didn’t have as much money as someone else?  In fact, God has told us to be especially kind to the poor and 

those who cannot take care of themselves (James 1:27). 

 

 
Journal: 

Is there someone whom you have trouble loving sometimes?  What can you pray about, for you and them?  



April 17  Day 107  Esther 1:10-12 
 

Queen Vashti was a beautiful young woman, but she knew that her beauty was not for showing off.  

Unfortunately, her husband was a proud man.  He wanted to show off the Queen to others.  He became angry 

when his wife wanted to be modest instead.  Poor Vashti was banished from the kingdom. 

 

This world often treats women like Vashtis.  We are told that our bodies are beautiful, so we should be proud to 

show them off. 

 

Our bodies are beautiful, because they were created by God.  But they are more than beautiful – they are 

precious.  Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19).  Remember how precious the 

temple was in the Old Testament – only Jews could worship there, only priests could enter it, only God lived in 

it.  Don’t you know your body is that special to God? 

 

When we say our bodies should not be seen by others, we are saying that they are precious too.  Our bodies are 

not for everyone’s enjoyment or glory.  Our bodies are the houses of very precious souls, souls for which Jesus 

died.  We should treat our bodies with respect, so that others will respect us too. We should show others that we 

respect the Creator who made us.  

 

Queen Vashti was not very popular because of her modesty.  She suffered for her virtue.  But she was willing to 

suffer.  Perhaps she knew other people would learn from her example!   

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are those who ….., for they shall be _________.  Matthew 5:6 

 
For Further Study: 

Read Proverbs 31: 10-31.  Do these verses say anything about the woman’s face or body?  What made this 

woman beautiful to others?   

 
Journal: 

Who are the beautiful women that you know?  What makes them beautiful? 

 



Haman was going to kill all the Jews.  Only the Queen could save them.  But Queen Esther was scared to 

approach the king. How could her uncle Mordecai help her feel brave again? 

 

April 18  Day 108  Esther 4:10-17 
 

The following story was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in Fifty-Two Story Talks for Boys and 

Girls in 1914.  The book is now out of print but can be read for free online. 

 

THE TERROR BY NIGHT 

 

 

In some parts of Canada, where the country is still thinly settled by people, wild animals are quite numerous. In 

one of these communities there once lived a boy who was in the village late one night. He had been at the 

village-store, and had heard the men talking about a wildcat that had been seen in that neighbourhood a short 

time before. 

 

The boy was not a coward, but when he started for his home, three miles away, in the country, he was nervous. 

Nothing happened, however, until he was climbing over a set of bars at the end of a lane leading through a piece 

of woods near his home. Then he heard the bushes moving and twigs crackling under the feet of some animal 

the other side of the lane-fence. He thought of the wildcat. He jumped to the ground, picked up a heavy stick he 

had seen under a tree on his way through that day and listened. Nearer and nearer came the rustling of the 

bushes, and every little while he could hear an animal sniff the air. Finally it came to the fence, clambered up 

opposite him. The boy raised his club and waited, and when the animal jumped down beside him, its eyes 

shining in the darkness, he struck with all his might. Off the beast went into the darkness. All was silence again, 

and the boy stood listening and trembling. Then from the top of a nearby hill he heard a dog howl with pain. He 

found, next morning, that it was only a neighbour's dog that had frightened him so. 

 

That boy is not the only one who has seen things mistakenly, just because he was afraid. If you are dreading 

something, you will think that everything that happens brings the thing you dread. Usually nothing happens at 

all. The trouble was only in the person's mind, just as that wildcat was in the boy's mind, and so every noise he 

could not explain was a wildcat. 

 

I am sure David must have known something about that fear when, as a boy, he watched his sheep out on the 

lonely hills at night. But David learned that there was One who was able to protect him by night as well as by 

day. It was God. And so he wrote of God: "He that keepeth thee will not slumber. God is thy keeper. God is thy 

shade upon thy right hand. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 

for the pestilence that walketh in darkness.... It shall not come nigh thee." 

 

Let us remember that no real harm can come to us unless it comes from within ourselves. God is our protector. 

In His love we can trust by day, and in His care we can lay us down to sleep at night without a fear. 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:6 

 
For Further Study: 

Think of these Bible characters and the special things they did.  Were they ever afraid?  What would have 

happened if they had been too afraid to do what God needed them to do? 

� Abraham (Genesis 12, 22) 

� Moses’ parents (Exodus 2) 

� David’s best friend Jonathan (1 Samuel 18) 

� Mary & Joseph (Matthew 2:13-17) 

� Stephen (Acts 7-8) 



Journal: 

Esther fasted and prayed before she went to the king.  Do some research in your Bible on fasting.  When did 

people do it?  How did it help them? 



April 19  Day 109  Esther 5:9-14 
 

The following story was written by Thornton W. Burgess and published in his book Mother West Wind’s 

“Where” Stories in 1918.  Now out of print, the book is available free for reading online. 

 

 

WHERE THUNDERFOOT THE BISON GOT HIS HUMP 

 

 

Thunderfoot the Bison, often called Buffalo, is not a handsome fellow, as you very well know if you have seen 

him or a picture of him. His head is carried low, very near the ground, and on his shoulders is a great hump. No, 

you wouldn't call him handsome. You would hardly call him good-looking even. In fact, you would, I suspect, 

call him homely.  Certainly there is nothing about him to suggest pride. Yet according to the story Digger the 

Badger once told Peter Rabbit, pride and nothing less was the cause of that big hump which makes Thunderfoot 

appear so clumsy and homely. 

 

Peter Rabbit, as you know, is very fond of stories. In this respect he is very like some other folks I know. 

Anyway, he never misses a chance for a story if he can help it. He had discovered that Digger the Badger and 

Old Man Coyote, both of whom had come to the Green Meadows from the Far West, were full of stories about 

their neighbors of the distant prairies, folk whom Peter never had seen. Sometimes when he had nothing else to 

do, Old Man Coyote would come over to the dear Old Briar-patch and tell stories to Peter, who sat safe behind 

the brambles. Perhaps Old Man Coyote hoped that Peter would become so interested that he would forget and 

come out of the dear Old Briar-patch. But Peter never did. 

 

But most of the stories of the people of the Far West Peter got from Digger the Badger because, you see, he 

wasn't afraid to go beg for them. He knew that Digger couldn't catch him if he wanted to, and so when 

Grandfather Frog hadn't a story for him, Peter would go tease Digger for one. It was thus that he heard about 

Thunderfoot the Bison and where he got that great hump of his. 

 

"I don't suppose," said Peter, "that there are any very big people out there on those prairies where you used to 

live any more than there are here on the Green Meadows. All the very big people seem to prefer to live in 

the Green Forest." 

 

"It is that way now, I must admit," said Digger the Badger, "but it wasn't so in the old days, in the good old days 

when there were no terrible guns, and Thunderfoot and his followers shook the ground with their feet." Digger 

shook his head sadly. 

 

Instantly Peter pricked up his ears. "Who was Thunderfoot?" he demanded. 

 

Digger looked at Peter with such a look of pity for Peter's ignorance that Peter felt almost ashamed. "He doesn't 

live here and never did, so far as I have heard, so how should I know anything about him?" he added a wee bit 

defiantly. 

 

"If that's the case," replied Digger, "it is time you learned about the Lord of the Prairies." 

 

"But I want to know about Thunderfoot first!" cried Peter. "You can tell me about the Lord of the Prairies 

another time." 

 

"Were you born stupid or have you grown so?" asked Digger impatiently.  Then without waiting for an answer 

he added: "Thunderfoot was the Lord of the Prairies. He ruled over the Wide Prairies just as Old King Bear 

ruled in the Green Forest. He ruled by might. He ruled because no one dared deny him the right to rule. He 

ruled because of his great size and his great strength. And all who lived on the Wide Prairies looked up to him 



and admired him and bowed before him and paid him the utmost respect. When he and his followers ran the 

earth shook, and the noise was like thunder, and everybody hastened to get out of the way and to warn his 

neighbors, crying: 'Here comes my Lord of the Prairies! Make way! Make way!' And truly Thunderfoot and his 

followers were a magnificent sight, so my great-grandfather told me, and he had it from his great-grandfather, 

who was told so by his great-grandfather, who saw it all with his own eyes. But that was in the days before  

Thunderfoot's head was brought low, and he was given the great hump which none of his descendants have ever 

been able to get rid of." 

 

"Tell me about that hump and where my Lord of the Prairies, Thunderfoot the Bison, got it!" begged Peter, with 

shining eyes. That there was a story he hadn't the least doubt. 

 

Digger the Badger flattened himself out on the ground, and into his eyes crept a dreamy, far-away look as if he 

were seeing things a great, great way off. "Way back In the days when the world was young, so my great-

grandfather said," he began, "Thunderfoot, the first Bison, was given the Wide Prairies for a kingdom by Old 

Mother Nature and strode forth to take possession. Big was he, the biggest of all living creatures thereabouts. 

Strong was he with a strength none cared to test. And he was handsome. He held his head proudly. All who 

lived on the Wide Prairies admired him with a great admiration and hastened to pay homage to him. 

 

"For a long time he ruled wisely. All the other people brought their disputes to him to be settled, and so wisely 

did he decide them that the fame of his wisdom spread even beyond the Wide Prairies and was talked about in 

the Green Forest. The humblest of his subjects could come to him freely and be sure of a hearing and that 

justice would be done. Big as he was and mighty as he was, he took the greatest care never to forget the rights 

of others. 

 

"But there came a time when flattery turned his head, as the saying is.  Mr. Coyote and Mr. Fox were the chief 

flatterers, and in all the Great World there were no smoother tongues than theirs. They never lost an opportunity 

to tell him how handsome he was, and how mighty he was, and how they admired him and looked up to him, 

and how unequaled was his wisdom. You see, being themselves dishonest and mischief-makers, they frequently 

were in trouble with their neighbors and would have to appear before Thunderfoot for judgment. Even when it 

went against them they praised the wisdom of it, admitting that they were in the wrong and begging forgiveness, 

all of which was very flattering to Thunderfoot. 

 

"Little by little, without knowing it, he yielded to the flattery of Mr. Coyote and Mr. Fox. He liked to hear the 

pleasant things they said. Little by little it became easier to find them in the right than in the wrong when they 

were accused of wronging their neighbors. Of course they flattered him still more. They hinted to him that it 

was beneath the dignity of one so big and strong and handsome to take notice of the very small and humble 

people like Mr. Meadow Mouse and Mr. Toad and Mr. Meadow Lark and others of his subjects. 

 

"Gradually the little people of the Wide Prairies began to notice a change in Thunderfoot. He became proud and 

vain. He openly boasted of his strength and fine appearance. When he met them he passed them haughtily, not 

seeing them at all, or at least appearing not to. No longer did he regard the rights of others. No longer did he 

watch out not to crush the nest of Mrs. Meadow Lark or to step on the babies of Danny Meadow Mouse. It came 

about that when the thunder of his feet was heard, those with homes on the ground shivered with fright and 

hoped that my Lord of the Prairies would not come their way. 

 

"One day, as he raced over the Wide Prairies for no reason but that he felt like running, Mr. Meadow Lark flew 

to meet him. Mr. Meadow Lark was in great distress. 'Turn aside, my Lord!' he begged. 'Turn aside, my Lord of 

the Prairies, for before you lies my nest with four precious eggs, and I fear you will step on them!' 

 

"Thunderfoot the Bison, Lord of the Wide Prairies, tossed his head. 'If you will build your nest where it can be 

trodden on, you can't expect me to look out for it,' said he. 'If anything so unfortunate happens to it, it is your 

own fault, and you mustn't blame me.' And he neither looked down to see where he was putting his feet nor 



turned aside so much as an inch. On he galloped, and presently with a cry of fright out from beneath his feet 

flew Mrs. Meadow Lark, and at the very next step he trod on the little nest in the grass and crushed the four 

eggs. "Mr. Coyote, who was racing beside him on one side and saw what had happened, grinned. Mr. Fox, who 

was racing beside him on the other side and saw what had happened, grinned. Seeing them grin, Thunderfoot 

himself grinned. Thus grinning heartlessly, they continued to run until they came to a place where Mother 

Nature walked among the flowers of the Wide Prairies. Mr. Coyote and Mr. Fox, whose heads were not held so 

high, saw her in time to put their tails between their legs and slink away. Thunderfoot, holding his head high, 

failed to see her until he was so close to her that it was with difficulty he stopped before running her down. 

 

"'My Lord of the Prairies seems in fine spirits,' said Mother Nature softly. 'Is all well with my Lord?' 

 

"Thunderfoot tossed his head proudly. 'All is well,' said he.  

 

"'I am sorry that others cannot say as much,' replied Mother Nature, and all the softness was gone from her 

voice, and it was sharp. 'I seem to hear the sobs of a broken-hearted little Meadow Lark,' she continued. 

'Little though she be and humble, she is as much to me as is my Lord of the Prairies who has made her suffer.' 

 

"Stooping swiftly, Mother Nature picked up her staff and with it struck Thunderfoot on the neck, so that his 

head was brought low, and in fear of another blow he humped his shoulders up. 'Thus shall you be, still big, still 

strong, but hump-shouldered and carrying your head low in shame, no longer Lord of the Prairies, until such 

time as you restore to Mrs. Meadow Lark the eggs you destroyed,' said she, and turned her back on him. 

 

"It was so. From that day on, Thunderfoot ceased to rule over the Wide Prairies. He was hump-shouldered and 

he carried his head low, looking and looking for the eggs he never could find to restore to Mrs. Meadow Lark. 

And though his children and his children's children became many, there never was one without the hump or 

who ceased to carry his head low in shame," concluded Digger the Badger. 

 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:3-6 

 
For Further Study: 

Read James 3:13-17.  If we’re really as great as we believe, we should be doing good things, not running around 

being proud.  Can you see Haman in any of these verses?  What kind of person is pleasing to God? 

 
Journal: 

Imagine that you are Haman’s family and friends, sitting at his house listening to him talk.  How could you 

gently encourage him to think differently and do what is right?  What would you pray about for a person like 

Haman? 

 



April 20  Day 110   Job 1:6-12 
 

Abel and Marcus loved camping out on the farm that Abel’s grandfather owned.  They were going to spend the 

night in their tree house in Grandfather’s back yard.  Grandfather had built a little fire in a pit so that they could 

roast marshmallows before going to bed.  The three of them sat around the fire and listened to owls hooting 

around them. 

 

As Grandfather leaned over to stir the coals with a stick, he suddenly asked the boys, “How would you like to 

step into that fire?”   

 

“I wouldn’t!” said Abel, and Marcus agreed. 

 

“Do you remember the story of the fiery furnace from Daniel chapter three?” 

 

“Yes,” said Marcus.  “Daniel’s three friends had to go into it because they wouldn’t worship the idol that the 

king had built.” 

 

“They had a great faith.  Do you remember what they said to the king before he threw them into the furnace?”  

Abel and Marcus couldn’t remember, so Grandfather told them, “They said that God would save them from the 

furnace, but even if He did not, they wouldn’t bow down to the idol.  They were ready to die in that furnace.” 

 

“But God did save them, didn’t He, Grandfather?  He sent an angel to stand in the furnace with them.” 

 

“That’s right.”  Grandfather added another stick to the fire.  “Why didn’t God just send a lightning bolt down to 

kill the king, or to destroy the furnace?  Why didn’t He just make it impossible to light the furnace?” 

 

“I don’t know,” said Marcus.  “I guess God could have also spoken to the king and told him not to throw them 

in.” 

 

Grandfather nodded.  “Sometimes God lets us get thrown into a fire.  We have to go through trials and 

problems, just like Daniel’s three friends.  God did that to Job also, remember.  Job had to go through a lot of 

trials.  But God was with him, just like He was with Daniel’s friends, and just like He will be with us.  God 

helps us and stays beside us no matter what comes our way.  Sometimes we have to fight satan, but we never 

have to fight alone.” 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  Matthew 5:7 

 
For Further Study: 

Satan is our enemy, and satan uses things in this world to hurt us and discourage us.  Do you think of this world 

as an enemy?  God said not to love this world.  1 John 3:13 says that the world will hate us because we love 

God.  Read Ephesians 6:12-18 to see all the things God has given us to fight our enemies.  He has not left us 

unarmed.  Pray to God to help you keep learning and becoming wise, so that you will see your enemy coming 

and have your weapons ready to fight him! 

 
Journal: 

Read Ephesians 6:18.  What does it mean to “be on the alert” (some versions say “be watchful”)?  How can you 

be more alert for God? 



Introduction: Poor Job!  So much has happened to him, and his friends are no help.  They have come to spend 

time with him and comfort him, but some of the things they say are not very encouraging.  For example, they 

tell Job that maybe all this bad stuff is happening because God is mad at him! 

 

April 21  Day 111 Job 13:13-16 

  

In today’s reading, Job realizes that he needs to go directly to God for help.  In these verses, he is saying that 

maybe God will be angry with him for asking for so much help.  But Job says he will do it anyway, because he 

loves God and knows that those who love God have a special avenue of prayer to Him.  The ungodly do not 

have this blessing. 

 

Don’t be afraid to talk to God.  He loves you like a father loves his children.  He wants what is best for you.  He 

sees the future and He wants you to be happy.  But also, be content with what God grants you.  Use His 

blessings to serve Him and help others.  Tell and show God that you are thankful for His care.   

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the _______, for they shall receive mercy.  Matthew 5:7 

 
For Further Study: 

In Luke 18, Jesus tells the story of a widow who kept asking for help from a certain judge.  Because she kept 

bothering him, the judge finally helped her. Is God like this judge?  No, God is better than this judge.  He is 

loving and wise and perfect.  So if judges of the world will help people who bother them, how much more will 

God help those whom He loves? 

     Jesus said that we should not be afraid to ask God for things.  He loves us and wants to do what is best for 

us.  He wants us to trust in Him. 

 

 
Journal: 

How many ways can you say, “I love you”?  How many ways do you show your 

love to your parents, brothers & sisters, and your friends?  How many ways does 

God show His love to you?



April 22  Day 112  Job 23:8-12 
 

Job is having the hardest time of his life.  Sometimes he even feels that God has left him.  (He probably feels 

this way because his friends keep telling him so.) 

 

Yet there is a part of him that knows this isn’t true.  There is a part of him that still clings to hope.  Even though 

he cannot see God, he knows that God is with him.  

 

Job says that he is being “tried like gold.”  When gold gets dug up out of the mine, it still has to be heated in fire 

so that all the dirt and other metals are melted out of it.  This is called “refining.”  Job is saying that these tough 

times are like a fire that is going to refine his soul.  If he can get through his heartache and still have hope in the 

Lord, his soul will be stronger and purer. 

 

How does Job know that God is with him?  He says, “My foot has held fast to His path….” (verses 11-12).  God 

has always said that He will be with His righteous children.  We may not see Him, but He is there working to 

make us stronger and make our bad times end.  It may not end at the time we want, or in the way we want, but 

we have to trust in God to do what is best for us.   

 

Romans 8:28 says that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose.  Do we love God?  Are we obeying Him?  Then things will work out for our 

good, for the good of our SOULS.  Remember, God cares more about our souls than anything else.  If God is 

not answering our prayers in the way we expect, it is because God is planning something better for our souls. 

 

So keep your foot on the path to Heaven.  Sometimes that path will go straight through fire.  But don’t lose 

heart… you are not alone… with God’s help, you’ll come out finer on the other side!  

 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the _______, for they ____ ______ ____.  Matthew 5:7 

 
For Further Study: 

Do you remember what Psalm 23 says about walking “through the valley of the shadow of death”?  Why do the 

sheep “fear no evil” in the valley?  What do they see that keeps them from fearing?  “Thy rod and thy staff, they 

comfort me.” 

     The shepherd’s staff help all the sheep see him, doesn’t it?  Even a little lamb at the back of the flock can see 

the staff towering above the shepherd’s head at the front of the flock.  The lamb knows which way they are 

going by looking towards the staff.  The staff is a sign of the shepherd’s presence, and it reminds the sheep who 

takes care of them and provides for them.   

     If we can think of Christ as our Good Shepherd, then we can have confidence like Job’s.  Read what Christ 

has to say about being our Shepherd in John 10:1-18. 

 
Journal: 

Imagine that you are a shepherd in charge of one little lamb.  How would you take care of that lamb?  How 

would you teach it to trust you? 



April 23  Day 113  Job 28:12-28 
 

Wisdom is so precious to God that it does not equal any jewel or metal on the earth.  It’s hard to find, and it 

cannot be measured or weighed.  Men keep asking for it, and it is very rare. 

 

God knows where wisdom can be found – in Him!  By God’s wisdom, the world was formed.  Do you 

remember that God only had to speak, and this world was created?  That was because God is so wise and 

powerful. 

 

Job 28:28 says that the fear of the Lord is wisdom.  Only the man who fears, honors, and respects the Lord will 

try to do the things that keep him from evil.  How can we know what is evil and what is good?   

 

Do you think Job learned this because he went through so many hard times with God?  Let’s not wait to suffer 

like Job before we turn to the Lord and seek out His wisdom.  Let us seek out His wisdom now, and love His 

Word!  

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:7 

 
For Further Study: 

These verses are very similar to the Proverbs that Solomon wrote about wisdom.  Read Proverbs 1:7; 2:1-8; 

3:19-20; and 4:5-7.  Think about all the terrible things that happened to Job.  What would a foolish man do if all 

these things happened to him?  What would a wise man do? 

 
Journal: 

Do you want to be wise?  It starts with fear (respect, awe, and even some trembling).  What do you fear about 

God?  What makes you respect Him and have awe of Him?



Introduction: Job and his friends have been complaining and crying for 37 chapters.  Now God answers them in 

His own time.  This could be what God has to say to any of us when we complain. 

 

April 24  Day 114  Job 38:1-7 
 

Job and his friends have been complaining and crying for 37 chapters.  Now God answers them in His own 

time.  This could be what God has to say to any of us when we complain. 

 

In these verses, God tells Job, why don’t you teach Me, since you know so much (verse 3)?  Can you imagine 

being so proud that you would think you could teach God something?  Well, that is how we act when we 

complain or lose hope – we are acting as if we know more than God.  We are acting as if we have a right to tell 

God what to do. 

 

God then asks Job, were you there when He created the world (verse 4)?  Of course not!  We can’t go back in 

the past and we can’t go into the future.  So why should we complain, when we don’t know what tomorrow will 

bring?  We grumble about our fortunes as if we had some control over this universe.  We should know that 

GOD is in control, and we should trust Him to watch over us.  We should not be afraid because whatever the 

future holds, He will be there. 

 

Second, do we know how He created things (verses 5-7)?  We have no idea how He could make the earth just 

by speaking.  Even the angels were so amazed at His creation that they shouted for joy when the stars sang.  We 

weren’t there for that.  We know so little.  But God is wise and full of understanding.  We should rely on Him to 

direct our steps.   

 

Whenever we feel that things are going so wrong in life, let us remember that God is the Almighty Creator.  He 

is full of wisdom and power.  Even better than that, He is full of love for us, His creation.  This will help us trust 

in Him to help us through any problems we have. 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:3-7 

 
For Further Study: 

Isaiah 64:8 says that God is the potter and we are the clay.  What do you know about clay?  What can be made 

out of clay?  Is it easy to form a lump of clay into a beautiful vase or pot?  What does the clay have to be like if 

it’s going to be made into something?  How many steps does it take to make a real pot out of clay (you may 

have to look this up).   

     In 2 Corinthians 4:7-10, Paul writes that God took some “earthen vessels”, ordinary men, and gave them a 

treasure: the gospel.  Paul is comparing himself to a plain old clay pot.  These ordinary men were given great 

responsibilities.  They were the apostles.  Look in these verses at all the terrible things they went through.  Do 

you think they ever complained?   

     Instead of being angry when things are not working out just right, we should trust God to make us into useful 

vessels.  What kind of hearts we need to have if God is going to make something beautiful out of our lives?  

God is making you more beautiful, day by day.  Sometimes it will mean a little more work and time.  Don’t 

become discouraged by what happens around you.  Trust in God; He is not finished with you yet! 

 
Journal: 

What do you feel like complaining about?  How could you turn that into a respectful and humble prayer for 

God? 



April 25  Day 115  Job 42:1-6 
 

God has finished speaking to Job.  God’s words have left Job in awe.  He has learned to respect God’s power 

and wisdom.  You might want to look at some of the things in Chapter 41 that God just finished telling Job.  

You can read about how God provides for all of His creation. 

 

Job realizes how amazing our God is.  God can do all things, and no plan of God’s can be undone (verse 1).  Job 

says that now he will listen when God speaks.  He is sorry that he was angry with God. 

 

We have to try to be humble like Job.  We have to keep our hearts open to God’s instructions.  Then we will see 

how much God has blessed us, and how He is looking out for us.  Tomorrow, you will read about how God 

restores Job. 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  Matthew 5:8 

 
For Further Study:   

Verse 2 in today’s reading says that “God’s purpose will not be thwarted”.  If God makes a plan for something, 

nothing can stop Him.   

     Here is one example of God’s enduring power.  When the virgin Mary heard that she was going to have a 

baby, she asked the angel how that was possible.  What was the angel’s answer (Luke 1:30-37)? 

     Now, think of all the things that the devil did to try and stop Christ even when He was a baby.  First, Joseph 

and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem just when she was due to give birth (Luke 2:4-6).  Giving birth was 

dangerous enough in those times without Mary having to travel when she was almost due.  Then, there was no 

room in the entire town, so they had to have the baby in a stable (Luke 2:7).  Then King Herod went looking for 

Jesus to kill Him (Matthew 2:16).  Yet, God protected His Son.  Mary and Joseph were faithful to God, and to 

the baby that God had given them.   

     Read Romans 8:35-39.  How faithful is God to us?  How faithful should we be towards God? 

 
Journal:   

Read Job chapter 41.  What creatures are listed here?  How does God take care of them?  Which ones does He 

love more than you? 



April 26  Day 116  Job 42:10-17 

 

When things are bad for us, it’s hard to imagine that there could be blessings down the road.  It’s hard to see 

what good could be in store for us.  God sees, though, and we have to pray and trust in God, just like Job did.   

 

Did you have a good day or a bad day today?  Do you think you’ll have a good day or a bad day tomorrow?  

What about next year? 

 

The future is uncertain.  I don’t know if I’ll ever have all the things that Job ended up having.  I don’t know if I 

will lose everything tomorrow.  I just do the best I can to take care of what God has given me today. 

 

Read all the wonderful things that Job was blessed with at the end of his life.  I’m sure he never could have 

imagined that he would be so richly blessed.  Do you know what?  There are people with that many blessings 

today, and they’re still miserable!  We have to remember that we are SO BLESSED, and to be thankful for what 

we have. 

 

Someday we will be in heaven, and we will need nothing more.  No matter what happens here, there’s an 

eternal reward waiting for us.  Keep that in mind, and whatever happens on earth will be small in comparison.  

Keep heaven in mind, and you can be content. 

 

You know what?  YOU are one of my blessings from God!  I love you! 

 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the ____ __ ____, for they shall see God.  Matthew 5:8 

 
For Further Study:   

?  The story of Job reminds me of Joseph.  Do you remember reading about the life of Joseph in the book of 

Genesis? What do you remember about Joseph?  Joseph’s life had sorrow and success, many ups and downs.  

When Joseph’s brothers met him in Egypt and are so sad that they had ever mistreated him, what did Joseph tell 

them?  Read Genesis 45:1-8.  Joseph did not know that all his misery would lead him to become a leader in 

Egypt, someday saving his people from starving.  But looking back, he saw that God helped him through all his 

problems.  This is what Job learned also, and it is something we should learn, too. 

 

 
Journal:   

Think back on your life so far.  What have been some “ups” for you?  What have been some “downs”?  How 

has God helped you and blessed you? 



April 27  Day 117  Psalm 1 
 

A little tree was born one day.  He didn’t remember being planted as a seed, or the long sleep he had during the 

winter months.  He just knew that one day he was awake.  He looked up and saw the Spring sun shining on him.  

He looked down and saw water running nearby.   He looked around and saw fields and meadows.  What a 

lovely place to call his home! 

 

He looked across the stream and saw a large, stately tree.  “Good morning,” it told him in a smiling voice.  “It’s 

good to see you growing there!  I was hoping another tree would grow nearby when I scattered my seeds last 

fall.  I was hoping one of them would become a baby tree that I could watch and love.”  The big tree was proud 

of the little tree.  It bent over as far as it could across the stream and said, “Grow, my little tree!  Try to grow as 

big and strong as you can!” 

 

The little tree noticed that the birds nested in the big tree across the stream.  It noticed that animals rested under 

its shade.  It noticed that the big tree was beautiful and strong.  Oh, how it hoped to give beauty, life, and help to 

the world someday also! 

 

The little tree grew.  It stretched its arms to the sun.  It dug its roots down into the stream as far as they could 

go.  It was thankful for the sun and the water.  Then a bird started building a nest in it.  What a nice thing that 

was!  He enjoyed watching the bird build a nest and tend to its eggs.  He felt so useful to the bird family. 

 

But one day a thunderstorm came.  The heavy rain and strong wind lashed at the little tree.  It was scared.  

“What will happen to me?” the little tree thought.   

 

When the storm was over, the little tree noticed with dismay that one of his branches, his best branch, was 

broken.  The bird’s nest had been blown down by the wind and the bird family was gone.  How disappointed he 

was!   He felt so ugly and useless.  The little tree was dismayed.  He stopped drinking water.  He stopped 

reaching for the sun.  He could feel his legs drying up and shriveling.  He could feel his leaves yellowing and 

dropping.  He watched the leaves swirl in the stream. 

 

Then he heard the voice of the larger tree across the water.  “What is wrong, little tree?’ 

 

He told the big tree how he was feeling.  “I’m so little and weak.  How can this be happening when I haven’t 

grown very much yet?  How unfair life is!”   

 

The big tree nodded in the breeze.  “I felt that way once also,” it said.  “I remember being a little tree just like 

you.   I remember how terrible my first thunderstorm felt.  I lost two large branches that day.” 

 

“How can that be?” asked the little tree.  “You’re so big and strong now.  How did you survive such a terrible 

storm and grow so much?” 

 

“I’ve been planted firmly here by the stream,” said the big tree.  “Just like you, my feet go deep into the water 

and my face receives plenty of sunshine. Perhaps I have had losses in the worst of times, but I soon overcame 

them.  I have never given up on all the provision and care afforded to me, so I’ve been able to grow in spite of 

my losses. And I have never forgotten that the creatures here need me, and the land needs me.  There is beauty 

and strength and goodness in me.  I remember that whenever the storms come. 

 

“Can you do that, little tree?  Can you look past the storm and remember all the goodness you have been given?  

Can you look past your hurt and remember that there is work for you to do?” 

 

The little tree nodded in the breeze also.  “Yes, yes I can!” he said.   

 



 
Memory Verse: 

Blessed are the ____ __ ____, for they shall ____ _____.  Matthew 5:8 

 
For Further Study:   

Do you remember the life of David?  David was not a perfect man.  Can you think of some of the things he did 

wrong?  But God used to David to write the Psalms.  Some of the Psalms are very joyful, some are sorrowful, 

and in some of them David talks about his fears.  Read Psalm 5:1-2; 7:1-2; and 9:1-2.  They each express 

different emotions.  I often read the Psalms when I feel sadness, fear, or joy.  God wants us to go to Him with 

all of our feelings, all our ups and downs, just as David did.   

 
Journal:   

What does a plant need to grow and be strong?  What does a human need to grow and be strong?  What does 

your soul need to grow and be strong?  God provides for all of these things!  Praise God for His provision! 



April 28  Day 118   Psalm 8 
 

Psalm 8 talks about how powerful God is.  Just consider the heavens, the stars, moon, sun, and also consider all 

the animals that He made.  No matter how smart or strong men become, they cannot make a star.  Yet God only 

had to speak, and the firmaments were full of them.   

 

God made man very powerful on this earth.  There are no plants or animals that rule over man.  This is how we 

are a little lower than angels.  God made us so smart and wise.  We should use this wisdom to learn about God 

and live a good life.  We should enjoy and take care of this world that God gave to us. 

 

We have such a powerful, majestic God.  He is the same God who made you.  He is the same God who loves 

you. He is the same God who wants to call you His child! 

 

See how great a love 

the Father has bestowed upon us, 

that we should be called  

children of God; and such we are. 

1 John 3:1 

 
 

Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:8 

 
For Further Study:   

Read Hebrews 2:5-9. Part of Psalm 8 is written there.  For a little while, Jesus was made lower than the angels 

also.  Jesus came to live on earth as a man, to bring us the Word.  But now He is crowned “with glory and 

honor.”  There is a similar description of Christ in Philippians 2:5-11. 

 

 
Journal:   

Imagine that you’re a prince or princess in a wonderful castle, ruling over a wealthy kingdom.  Imagine all the 

wonderful things in your possession.  Imagine what kind of things you could ask for and do.  Now imagine that 

your father, the king, says you have to leave and go live as one of the lowliest servants working in the field.  

Wouldn’t that be hard?  Christ left heaven and all it’s glory so that He could bring you there one day! 



April 29  Day 119  Psalm 11 
 

I wonder what was going on in David’s life when he wrote this Psalm.  I wonder if it was when he was running 

away from Saul.  Do you remember that?  That was when his life was really in danger.  At any given time, 

David could have been captured and killed.   

 

Or maybe David wrote it when he was younger, when he was going to fight Goliath.  Do you remember that 

David was just a young man at the time, and Goliath was a huge giant?  Sometimes our problems seem like 

huge giants too!  Sometimes they make us want to just run away and hide. 

 

We should try to be brave like David.  We should remember that, even though we are so small, the LORD is IN 

His holy temple.  The Lord is RULING over the world.  His eyes can SEE everything.  He is already testing, 

weighing, judging what men do, and He can see what the wicked are doing.  Even though it may seem to us that 

our problems are big and dangerous, God is still working and reigning.  He will not forget us. 

 

This Psalm says that God will “rain snares (traps)” upon the wicked.  He will punish the wicked.  But what is 

waiting for the righteous man?  Even with trouble here on earth, the righteous man “will behold His face.”  Isn’t 

that a wonderful thought?  It’s not just a thought; it’s a PROMISE.   

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:3-5. 

 
For Further Study:   

This Psalm describes eternal punishment as “fire and brimstone and burning wind.”  Some people don’t think 

hell is real.  But if it wasn’t, why would the Bible use such terrible descriptions for it?  Why would Jesus tell us 

to be afraid of it (Matthew 10:28)?  You can read other descriptions of hell in Mark 9:47-49; 2 Thessalonians 

1:6-9; 2 Peter 2:4; Revelation 20:10. 

 
Journal:   

This Psalm says that God will test us.  How do you prepare for tests?  How should we prepare to be tested by 

God?   

 



 This Psalm is about being a friend.  Who are your friends?  What do you like about these friends?   

 

April 30  Day 120   Psalm 15 
 

 

According to God, what is a true friend?  This Psalm tells us.  A true friend always speaks the truth.  A true 

friend will not say evil things about his friends.  He will not like it when other people do evil, and he gives 

honor to someone who fears the Lord.  A good friend keeps his promises even when it hurts.  He gives to others 

what they need and doesn’t expect anything in return.   

 

This is very different from what the world calls a friend.  A worldly person thinks only of what he can get from 

his friends.  He thinks of what he can enjoy with his friends.  He thinks of having many friends. 

 

But a child of God thinks of what he can give his friends.  He thinks of what is best for his friends’ souls.  He 

thinks about nurturing and caring for the people in his life.  He does the things that will show Christ to his 

friend. 

 

Can you be this kind of friend?  Do you have friends who are like this for you?  Be thankful for your true 

friends, and pray that you can learn to be a true friend to others. 

 
Memory Verse: 

Recite Matthew 5:6-8. 

 
For Further Study:   

God knows that friends are important.  After all, the first thing He does for a new Christian is add him to the 

church, so that he will have a whole new family (Acts 2:46-47).  However, people of God should not care about 

having many friends or being very popular.  Sometimes being a faithful child of God means that we will be very 

unpopular (1 John 3:13).  

     In all the thousands of people that Christ met, taught, and healed, how many true friends did He have?  Think 

of the things that Christ’s friends did with Him.  They were faithful to Christ, and to His message of salvation 

for the world.  This is the kind of person God wants us to be.  We have to learn to be a friend of Christ’s FIRST.  

Then we will be able to treat our friends on earth in a true, Godly way. 

 
Journal:   

This Psalm talks about how your mouth, heart, eyes, and hands make someone a good friend.  How can you use 

these to be a good friend today? 


