
These lessons are a continuation of the study of Jesus’ life from the previous month.  We are continuing to study 

His parables. 

 

Oct. 1     Day 274   Matthew 18:21 

 

Think about today’s parable as you read the following poem by Avis B. Christiansen.  What can we remind 

ourselves so that we will be more forgiving?  What do other people learn when we forgive them? 

 

   

FORBEARANCE 

 

Lord, grant me the gift of forbearance, 

A merciful spirit I pray. 

That suffers the wrongs of another 

And seeks not the ill to repay. 

 

Lord, help me be kind and forgiving – 

I who Thy forgiveness have known 

So oft for my many transgressions. 

Grant me, Lord, a love like Thine own. 

 

Thou who didst once suffer for sinners 

Such bitter reproach and disdain, 

Fill me with that same gentle spirit, 

That reviled, still reviles not again. 

 

Lord, grant me the gift of forbearance, 

Thy tender, compassionate grace, 

That others beholding my visage 

The light of Thy likeness may trace.
1
 

 

 
Memory Verse:    

Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  The effective 

prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.  James 5:16 

 

For Further Study: Read Matthew 5:39-48.  Does God want us to wait for others to be good before we will be 

good?  Why should we treat others kindly (verses 45 and 48)?  Read 1 Peter 2:18 and 3:1-2.  What are the 

blessings that God gives to those who love people even when it’s hard to do?  Now read Romans 5:6-8.  Whom 

did God love even when it was hard? 

 
Journal: 

Being able to forgive others requires a tender and merciful heart.  At the same time, it takes a courageous heart 

that is not willing to hold onto past hurt.  Have you been holding a grudge against someone or feeling bitter 

about something?  Is there someone who constantly “gets on your nerves” or who is difficult for you to love?  

What can you ask God about this?   

 

 

Oct. 2    Day 275  Luke 10:25-37 
 

                                                 
1
 Bryant, Al. Sourcebook of Poetry. Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan Publishing House, 1968. 



What is compassion?  In today’s reading about the good Samaritan who helped a stranger, we read that he had 

compassion on the man who was robbed (verse 33).  Some versions of the Bible say that he had pity on him, but 

I think that “compassion” is a better translation, because the word compassion includes sympathy for those who 

are hurting, plus a desire to do something about it.  Isn’t that what the Samaritan had for the stranger? 

 

When we have compassion and sympathy for others, it means that we feel badly for them.  We see that they are 

suffering, and something stirs within us to do something about it.   

 

Perhaps we remember times when we have suffered, and we may know what it’s like to “be in their shoes.”  I 

was in a playground accident when I was a child, so I feel sympathy for any child who’s been hurt on the 

playground.  If I saw an accident like that, I’d want to help, and I would know how to help. 

 

Or, we may have never suffered the way they do, and we realize we don’t want to.  So, we feel sympathy for 

them, knowing that their trials are more than we would ever want to bear.  I’ve never been in a car accident, and 

I don’t ever want to be in one.   I can’t imagine being in a car accident and not having any help or assistance.  If 

I saw a car accident, I’d what to offer my help. 

 

The Good Samaritan was special in that he not only felt compassion and a desire to help, but he really did help, 

and he went above and beyond the “call of duty” to help.  What were the things that the Samaritan did for the 

stranger?   

 

This is what sets Christ’s servants apart from others.  The Christian looks for ways to help, and helps as much as 

he is able – sometimes so much that it hurts.  After all, isn’t this what God and Christ did for us?  

 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,  

Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8 
 
Memory Verse:    

Therefore, _____ _____ _____ to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  The 

effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.  James 5:16 

 

For Further Study:God often rebuked the Israelites for not being more merciful towards others.  They wanted 

to appear “religious” but they forgot how to love.  Read Job 22:7; Proverbs 21:13; Ezekiel 34:4. 

 

Read Matthew 25:31-46.  How does this relate to the parable you read today?  Who is “the least” of Christ’s 

brethren (verse 40)?  How do we show our love for Christ?  Does Christ notice when we do kind things for 

others? 

 
Journal: 

What special talent do you have for helping others?  Sometimes young people don’t think they can help much 

because they don’t have money or independence.  Can you sing, pray, and give words of comfort?   Do you 

know special Bible verses that you could write down and give to someone who is hurting?  Do you have time to 

spend with someone who is alone or sad?  What else could you do to have the same heart as the Good 

Samaritan? 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 3   Day 276  Luke 14:16-24 
 

 



Someday we would like to see Heaven.  But did you know that God is filling up Heaven today?  God has 

already sent out invitations to come join His kingdom, the church.  Those are the only people who will join Him 

in Heaven.  Today is the day for men to decide if they are going to accept His invitation.   

 

Think about the parable you read today: 

� Who did not accept the invitation to the supper?  What was more important to them? 

� List 3 reactions that the master had when he found that people were not coming or there was room for 

more guests.  What does this tell you about the importance of the invitation? 

 
Memory Verse:    

Therefore, _____ _____ _____ __ ____ _____, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  The 

effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.  James 5:16 

 

For Further Study:How does God invite people today?  Read John 6:44-47 and answer these questions: 

Verse 44 ~ who can come to Jesus? 

Verse 45 ~ how do men come to Jesus and the Father? 

Verse 46 ~ who has seen the Father?  Therefore, who can speak for the Father? 

Verse 47 ~ who can have eternal life? 

 

Look again at the parable, and read the excuses that people made for not coming to the great supper. Are they 

really valid excuses?  What could they have done so that these “problems” didn’t hinder them from accepting 

the invitation?   

Read Hebrews Chapter 11 today.  There is a long list of names and great deeds in this chapter.  What 

names stand out to you?  What were some of the things these men and women did for God?  These faithful 

people answered God when He called.  They did not think it was too difficult.  They did not make excuses.  

What does Hebrews 12:1-2 tell us about these faithful men and women? 

 
Journal:  

When people are invited to a big, important supper, what are some of the things they do to get ready for it?  

Have you ever gone to a formal event, like a wedding or banquet?  What did you do to be ready? 

Now think about the invitation that God has given to you.  It is an invitation to be part of His kingdom, 

and also to be part of His heavenly kingdom someday.  Accepting the invitation is an important step, but it’s 

only a first step in a life of serving Christ.  Have you accepted God’s invitation to be baptized and be a 

Christian?  If not, what are you doing to be ready to accept the invitation?  How can your parents and Bible 

teachers help you be ready?  What can you pray about it?   



 

 

Oct. 4   Day 277   Luke 15:1-10 
 

Have you ever lost something?  Did you go looking for it?  When something is lost, the amount of time and 

effort we spend looking for it is related to its worth.  After all, if it’s not worth anything, then we wouldn’t 

bother searching for it, would we?   

 

I once read a story about a little Incan boy and his brother who were sent out to find their father’s lost sheep.  

The brothers were so afraid to return home without the sheep, because they knew their father would be angry if 

they failed to find it.  Even with a whole herd of sheep at home, they had to find the one lost sheep. 

 

On our farm in Texas, we raise dairy goats.  We know every little animal by name.  And you can be sure that if 

one was missing from the morning or evening feeding, we’d go search it out! 

 

That is how God feels when one of His children does not obey Him.  He feels so sad and afraid for His little lost 

lamb.  And He is so happy when the lamb is found again.  He wants everyone to rejoice when one of His 

children has returned to His family.   

 

God is calling, searching, pleading for everyone to obey Him.  Some of the sheep don’t think they are really 

lost.  Some would rather play around by themselves on the mountains and in the valleys instead of following the 

Good Shepherd.  But we know our Shepherd has a wonderful, safe home for us, don’t we?  Don’t ever be too 

stubborn or afraid to return to God.  He welcomes us with open arms.  

 

 
Memory Verse:    

Therefore, _____ _____ _____ __ ____ _____, and ____ ____ ____ _____ so that you may be healed.  The 

effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.  James 5:16 

 

For Further Study:I often think of John Chapter 10 as “The Shepherd’s Chapter.”  Read John 10 today to see 

why. What does it teach us about our need for Christ?  What does it teach us about His love for us? 

 

Jesus said that everyone in Heaven rejoices with us when a sinner repents.  Heaven is described as such a 

joyous place.  Do you think of it that way?  Read Revelation 5:9-10; 14:2-3; 19:6; and 21:4.   

 
Journal: 

Can you think of why God describes men as sheep?  Do some research or ask someone at church.   



Oct. 5   Day 278   Luke 15:11-32 

 

Here is another parable about something that was lost.  It is often called The Parable of the Prodigal Son.  By 

telling this story, Jesus gave some very important lessons about forgiveness.   

 

Jesus told other parables where something was lost and then someone went looking for it (see yesterday’s 

lesson for an example).  But in the story of the Prodigal Son, nobody goes looking for the son who was lost.  

Can you think of the reason why? 

 

I think it was because he wanted to stay lost.  He liked the wild life that he was living, and he enjoyed his 

“freedom” from his father.  He had plenty of friends and didn’t think he had to answer to anyone.  Imagine if his 

father had come to him to beg him to come home during this time.  How do you think the Prodigal Son would 

have acted? 

 

It was only when he “came to his senses” that the Prodigal Son thought of returning to his father.  Sometimes 

reaching a point of desperation is what makes people realize they need forgiveness.  

 

This parable tells us that forgiveness is always available… but we have to be willing to reach out and take it.  

While the Prodigal Son was away from home, his father was watching and waiting for him to return.  His father 

wasn’t going to drag him home against his will.  But whenever he wanted to return home, his father was ready 

to welcome him with open arms. 

 

“But while he was a long way off, his father saw him  

and felt compassion for him” (verse 20). 

 

What other things do we learn about forgiveness from this parable?  Find the verses that tell us that forgiveness 

is: 1) complete; 2) sometimes difficult to give to our fellow man; 3) abundant. 

 

 
Memory Verse:    

Therefore,… and …. so that you ___ ___ _____.  The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish 

much.  James 5:16 

 

For Further Study:Look at the parable again.  There is some hint that the older brother was keeping track of the 

Prodigal Son while he was away from home.  Can you find the verse that tells us this?  It seems that even while 

the son was gone, his family was trying to keep track of what he was doing.   

Can we ever really hide what we’re doing from God?  What does this tell you about the concern we 

should have for those who are lost? Read Matthew 18:21-22 and Luke 17:3-4. 

 

What is the significance of the new clothes that the Prodigal Son received?  They are a symbol of his 

forgiveness and restoration to the family.  Read Zechariah 3:4; Isaiah 61:10; Revelation 3:5. 

 
Journal: 

Pretend you are the Prodigal Son’s little brother or sister.  You’ve gone into the city to run an errand for your 

father, and you run into the Prodigal Son on the street.  What would you tell him about repentance, forgiveness, 

and coming home? 



Oct. 6   Day 279   Luke 16:19-31 

 

Doesn’t Jesus’ parable put an interesting picture in your mind?   

 

In your own words, explain what happens to people who die before Jesus comes again. 

 

What does this parable teach us about the things that God expects of us on earth?   

 

Sometimes people think that if we have a hard life, it means God is punishing us.  What does this parable teach 

us about hard times? 

 
Memory Verse:    

Therefore,…  The effective _______ of a righteous man can accomplish much.  James 5:16 

 

For Further Study:What does the word affliction mean?  Look it up or ask somebody.  If there’s somebody who 

knew what affliction was, it was Lazarus.  Do you or anyone you know suffer from afflictions?  There are many 

verses and examples in the Bible that can comfort us during our afflictions.  Read Psalm 102 today, and see 

what David says about the Lord’s help during afflictions.  Can you find other Psalms that David wrote about 

God’s help in times of difficulty? 

 
Journal: 

Imagine that you’re writing your obituary.  How do you want people to describe you after you’re gone? 



Oct. 7   Day 280   Luke 18:1-8 
 

Jesus told this parable in order to teach us “that men always ought to pray and not lose heart.” (Luke 18:1). 

 

Do you ever lose heart about your prayers?  Do you ever wonder if God hears you?  Sometimes when we don’t 

see the answers to our prayers right away, we think that God must not hear us. 

 

What happened to the widow who kept coming the unjust judge?  If the unjust and proud can be entreated to 

help us, then of course our Heavenly Father can answer our needs as well.  We just need to be able to wait for 

those answers and accept them as they come, from the One who knows what is good for us.   

 
Memory Verse:    

Therefore,…  The effective _______ of a ___________ ____ can accomplish much.  James 5:16 

 

For Further Study:Today’s memory verse is from the book of James.  Read James 5:13-18.  What does it teach 

us about the importance of prayer?  These verses mention Elijah.  Read this story today from 1 Kings 17 and 18.  

Elijah was an important prophet, but the book of James tells us he had a “nature like ours.”  That is, he wasn’t 

particularly remarkable or very different from us.  He had faults and problems, he had bad days.  But he knew 

the power of prayer, and he trusted in God to answer him.  Can you be like Elijah? 

 
Journal: 

James 5:16 says that the effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.  What is an effective prayer?  

How can you make your prayers more effective?   

I was taught to remember the words “ACTS.”   

A = Adoration, giving praise to God.   

C = Confession, asking God for forgiveness.   

T = Thanksgiving, remembering all He has done for us.   

S = Supplication, making requests of God.   

Are all of these things found in your prayers?   

 



Oct. 8   Day 281  Acts 20:1-16 

 

This is another one of Christ’s parables that puts such vivid pictures in my mind.  Picture yourself in a vineyard, 

laboring for Christ.  Are you one of the “newcomers” or are you one of the “latecomers”? 

 

Little children who start learning about God early, like you, will be placed in the vineyard sooner than others.  

You may have been reading the Bible and listening to Bible lessons since before you can remember.  Perhaps 

many of the stories are as familiar to you as nursery rhymes.  Hopefully God will give you a long life and many 

years in His service.  What would you like to accomplish for God in your lifetime?  Would you like to travel to 

foreign lands and spread His gospel?  Would you like to teach a Bible class someday?  Perhaps you’d like to 

quietly work and raise a family, teaching your children about Jesus and supporting others who labor in the 

vineyard full-time?  There are many different jobs in the vineyard. 

 

But wait… what if, just before Christ returned, someone came running into the vineyard and said, “I want to 

work!  I’m ready to work!”  Now, imagine that this person had lived a life of wickedness before.   What if he 

was assigned to learn from you?  Would you want to work beside him in the vineyard? 

 

Imagine that, one hour after he began working, Christ returned to reward all His laborers.  How would you feel 

that your lifetime of work received the same reward as his hour of labor?   

 

This parable teaches us not to focus on the work, but on the reward.  Why should those who can live a long, 

fruitful life in His service, be angry with people who wait until later to serve Him?  We should be thankful that 

we could learn about God while we were young, while we could avoid many of the difficulties and regrets of an 

unfruitful life.  We should rejoice when someone comes out of the world, no matter the hour or age. 

 

Now think about the reward given to the laborers.  Is it something tangible and fleeting, like money?  No, it’s 

spiritual and eternal.  It is a promotion – out of the vineyard and into heaven!  Also, it’s abundant  - there’s 

room for everyone!  Therefore, why should any of the laborers grumble about how much they work, or how 

little someone else did?  There is enough reward for all, and to complain means that we don’t really understand 

the gift that God has given all of us.   

 

The truth is that nobody “deserves” a reward from God, even if you were to put in 100 years of work in the 

vineyard.  Let us thank God for His mercy, and work joyfully alongside our Christian family. 

 

So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say,  
'We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done." 

Luke 17:5 
 

Memory Verse:    

Therefore,…  The effective _______ of a ___________ ____ can _______ _____.  James 5:16 

 

For Further Study:Today’s parable can also refer to the Jews, apostles, and Christians today – all of them 

entered service for God at different times.  When you are in Heaven, do you think that Abraham will complain 

and say, “Wait a minute, I’ve been obeying God since 2000 B.C., how come all these people get the same 

reward as me?!” Likewise, do you think that Paul will complain that he suffered whippings, stonings, and 

shipwrecks for Christ, and should receive a greater reward than those of us who didn’t? 

 We know that these things aren’t so.  Read Hebrews 11:8-16.  Abraham and Sarah believed God’s 

promises and went looking for that Heavenly reward.  The reward was their goal, not the work.  They were glad 

that their descendants would be as multiplied as the stars – they wanted many, many people to be blessed by 

God. 



 Consider also the things that Paul said about Heaven: 

� Read 1 Timothy 1:12-17 ~ Paul didn’t feel like he deserved any reward; he was thankful that God 

had mercy on him. 

� Read  2 Timothy 3:8 ~ Paul was looking forward to his reward, and knew that he would share it with 

all believers 

 
Journal: 

Write or draw about what you would like to be doing for Christ 5, 10, 25, and 50 years from now.  What can 

you pray about these things? 

 



Oct. 9   Day 282  Matthew 25:1-13  
 

This has always been a favorite parable of mine.  I appreciated it more when I learned about the wedding 

customs in Jesus’ time.  Wedding celebrations would last until the wee hours of the morning.  Then the guests 

would escort the bride and groom to their home.  The groom’s servants were expected to stay awake and be 

ready for their triumphant homecoming. 

 

Imagine then, that you are one of the servants preparing for the groom’s return.  The house is ready, the room is 

ready, and the food is ready for the tired bride and groom.  But it grows later and later.  When will the wedding 

party return?  Your lamps must stay lit, for you never know when they’ll come walking down the road.  They 

need the light to find their way home, and the groom wants everything to look cheerful and welcoming for the 

arrival of his bride. 

 

What does it take for an oil lamp to stay lit?  It takes enough oil, enough to last the whole night through.  Do 

you think all the virgins knew that they might need enough oil for an entire night?  Yes, they knew.  Wedding 

celebrations were wonderful things, and everyone knew they might last all night.  Everyone knew they had to be 

ready in case the groom arrived later than expected. 

 

This is a parable about being ready.  Our groom is Christ.  He can arrive anytime.  But He may arrive later than 

we think.  Are we ready?  Do we have enough faith to last the long, dark night?  Will we welcome Christ with 

cheers, with gospel lights that burn brightly?  Or shall we hide in shame because our lamps have burned out?  

Will He see us and know us, or will He only see darkness and say, “I do not know you”? 

 

This parable was given as a warning, because our Savior loves us.  He doesn’t want us to be left outside.  He 

wants us to be ready, looking forward to His return! 

 
Memory Verse:    

Recite James 5:16 

 

For Further Study:We see in this parable that the foolish virgins couldn’t borrow oil from the wise ones.  So, 

too, we can’t “borrow” our faith from anyone else.  Our faith has to be our own.  We can learn a lot from the 

faith of others, and it takes people of good faith to teach us what we need to do to obey God.  But little by little, 

we need to learn to light our own lamps!  Every time we face a trial or temptation, we use up some of that 

precious oil of faith – are we refilling our lamps with study, prayer, worship, and good works?  We have to take 

an active interest in our faith in order to keep it alive and growing.   

Read Philippians 2:12-13 and 2 Peter 1: 5-11.  Then read Ephesians 3:14-21 ~ it is a wonderful prayer 

about your growing faith! 

 
Journal: 

How does one keep adding “oil” to their “lamp of faith”?  List the different ways you can keep your light 

burning bright every day.  What new things do you want to learn in order to add to your faith? 



 

Oct. 10   Day 283  Matthew 25:14-30  

 

Today’s parable is often called the Parable of the Talents.  A “talent” was a certain measure of money.  The 

servants in the story each received a measure from their master, some greater than others.  The master expected 

all of the measures, great or small, to be used wisely.  The servant who did not, had his talent taken away and 

was further punished. 

 

It is a coincidence, but a fortunate one, that our English word for “talent” means what it does.  We can think of 

the Master’s talents not as measures of money, but measures of skill.  Some of us have more skill in certain 

areas than others, but God expects us to use our skills, great or small, for His glory. 

 

"I will say to the north, 'Give them up!' 

         And to the south, 'Do not hold them back ' 

         Bring My sons from afar 

         And My daughters from the ends of the earth,  

    Everyone who is called by My name, 

         And whom I have created for My glory, 

         Whom I have formed, even whom I have made." 

Isaiah 43:7 

 

We were made for God’s glory.  Why would He give us nothing with which to glorify Him?   

 

God has given each of us talents to use for His glory; we just have to find out what they are.  Also, we have to 

have the courage to use them.  The foolish servant in the parable feared His master, feared that the use of his 

talent wouldn’t be good enough to please the master.  This is not the kind of fear we should have.  Our joy and 

desire to serve Him will please Him, and we must trust in Him to bring fruit to our efforts. 

 
Memory Verse:    

"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me 

you can do nothing.” John 15:5 

 

For Further Study:This parable is similar to the Parable of Ten Minas.  Read that parable in Luke 19:11-27. 

 

Christ has often taught the lesson that “whoever has will be given more” and that “whoever does not have, even 

that will be taken away from him.”  Or as people would say in my day, “Use it or lose it.”  Read Luke 8:16-18; 

Mark 4:21-25; Matthew 13:10-13.  In each of these passages, what was the gift that God gave to men?  How 

should these things be used? 

 
Journal: 

List your spiritual talents.  How can you better use them for Christ?   

We think of talents as something that can be shown to others – and sometimes, shown off to others.  But 

our spiritual skills are not for our glory or others’ entertainment; they are for furthering the gospel.  You may be 

skilled at praying every day, having disciplined yourself to do so, and nobody sees it but you and God.  Yet, this 

skill can bear much fruit for the gospel.   

Sometimes we think of talents as something you’re born with, which is why I like to think more about 

“skills.”  A skill can be learned and developed.  What skills would you like to learn and develop, to use for 

God’s glory? 



Note: Having completed the study of Jesus’ parables, the remainder of this month’s lessons will focus on Jesus’ 

works and other teachings, concluding with His death & resurrection. 

 

Oct. 11  Day 284    John 6:1-14, then 26-29 
 

After Jesus fed five thousand people with five loaves and two fish, many people were following Him and 

wanting to make Him their king.  They thought that if He were their king, He would feed them all the time. 

 

Jesus had to tell the people that He was not there to feed them fish and bread.  He came to feed their souls with 

eternal food.  He was talking about the salvation that He could give them through His Word.  That is why Jesus 

calls Himself the “Bread of Life.”  Jesus wanted people to believe in Him, and that’s why He was doing 

miracles and teaching others.  The Bible shows us these things today.  That is why you may hear the Bible 

compared to bread, or food in general.  It was given by Jesus to feed our souls. 

 

In these short verses, Jesus says some important things about His Word: 

 

1. It is like bread for our souls.  In many countries, some type of bread is eaten at every meal.  I personally 

eat bread at least once a week, usually more.  It’s a basic part of my diet.  So, too, should the Scripture 

be a regular part of our spiritual diet.   

 

2. His Word gives life.  There are at least 300 books in my house, but none of them can give me eternal 

life.  The Bible is the only one. 

 

3. Jesus came to give it.  We need to think about this.  Jesus did not just come down to do good things and 

then die.  He came to impart truths, to convict souls, and then to sacrifice Himself.  We would not 

appreciate His resurrection unless we realized that He is the Son of God from Heaven ~ and we can’t 

know that without His Word.  Also, Jesus came to choose apostles, who would also become His 

“scribes” ~ they were chosen men who received the Word from the Holy Spirit.  Jesus came to do all 

these things so that you and I could hold a Bible in our hands someday.  Isn’t that a wonderful thing? 

 

The next time you eat bread, think about the Bread of Life that Jesus has given you.  It is a basic requirement 

for your faith, it can give you eternal life, and it was given by your Creator.  I hope that will help you appreciate 

the importance of God’s Word, and God’s love for you. 

 

Memory Verse:  I am the ____, you are the ______; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for 

apart from Me you can do nothing. John 15:5 

 

For Further Study:Read the rest of Jesus’ discourse about the Bread of Life in John 6:22-40.  What else does 

Jesus say about believing in Him?  What does He say about His relationship to His Father? 

 
Journal: 

Who “breaks the bread of life” to you?  Think about your teachers and preacher. Think, also, about the people 

who work at publishing companies to publish Bibles, articles, tracts, hymnals, and lesson plans for your classes.  

What about the people who work in our government, who ensure that we are free to distribute and read these 

materials?  Did you ever think about the work it takes to bring the Scripture to others?  What can you pray about 

these things?   

 



 

Oct. 12   Day 285  Mark 7:20-23 
 

In these verses from Mark, Jesus taught that the things we do are the result of what is in our hearts.  He taught 

that men can avoid stealing, murdering, and adultery by not harboring wickedness, covetousness, and pride.  

Think about it: if a man is humble, kind, and thankful, will he want to harm his neighbor? 

 

How do we keep pride, envy, and anger from living inside of us?  It starts with how we think.  God says that if 

we change our thinking, then our hearts and our actions will follow –  

 

For as he thinks within himself, so he is (Proverbs 23:7). 

 

Whenever I start feeling like it is so hard to act good, I remember that I don’t have to focus on acting good.  I 

need to focus on thinking good.   

 

From his jail cell, Paul wrote a letter and told the Philippians: 

 

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence 

and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things. 

Philippians 4:8 

 

If our mind is dwelling on good things, then our actions will follow in that direction. 

 

Someone once said: Be careful of your thoughts.  

      For your thoughts become words,  
     your words become actions,  

       your actions become habits,  

your habits shape your character,  

and your character determines your destiny!destiny!destiny!destiny! 
 

You are doing the right thing by filling your mind with the Word of God!  You are ensuring a wonderful destiny 

for yourself! 

 

Memory Verse:  I …., you …..; he who _____ __ ____ and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me 

you can do nothing. John 15:5 

 

For Further Study:God has always been concerned with our thoughts.  He can see our thoughts and know 

where our hearts really dwell.  Read Genesis 6:5; Proverbs 12:5; Isaiah 26:3; and Jeremiah 4:14.   

 

Read Philippians Chapter 4.  Paul wrote this letter while he was in jail.  What did Paul spend his time thinking 

about, and how did this shape his attitude and response to his circumstances? 

 

Journal:Taking the advice from Philippians 4:8, write down the kind of things you can think about which are 

true, honorable, pure, lovely, etc.  How can you spend more time thinking about these things?  What are the 

things around you that work against you?  Think about your friends, books, TV shows, and other ways you 

spend your time, feeding your thoughts.  Are these things helping you obey the commandment from Philippians 

4:8?  

 

 



 

Oct. 13  Day 286  Mark 9:43-50 
 

These verses really put some vivid pictures in your head, don’t they?  They force us to consider how far we 

would go to put sin away from our lives. 

 

Verse 50 says that everyone will be salted with fire – some versions say “tested.”  Then He says that salt needs 

to keep its flavor.  Jesus is talking about the strength of our faith.  Isn’t it a test to try to stay faithful, to not 

“lose our flavor”?  It’s much easier to be like the rest of the world, thinking only of this life, and forgetting that 

we’re hear to share His gospel and prepare ourselves for Heaven.  But Jesus said that by living differently from 

others, by learning to put sin away from our lives, we will have “salt within ourselves.” 

 

Following God always requires people to change something in their lives, to be different.  That’s how we 

become like salt to this tired world. 
 

Memory Verse:  I …., you …..; he who _____ __ ____ and __ __ ____, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me 

you can do nothing. John 15:5 
 

For Further Study:If something goes against the Bible, we should be willing to “cut it off.”  That’s hard to do!  

But read what Jesus says later in Mark 10:29-30.  He will repay us everything we give up – maybe not in this 

life, but certainly, in the life to come!  Let us be brave enough to trust in our Lord.  Let us keep that special 

“flavor” that God’s Word gives us! 

 

False teachers have often tried to say that there is no real “hell,” or that the punishment that is in hell is not 

eternal.  Instead, they want to say that there is no life after death, or they say that if you are punished, it is only 

temporary.  But what does the Bible say? 

Read Matthew 8:12 and 25:46; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:15 and 21:8.  From these verses we 

can see that people will be very much aware of their punishment in hell, and that there is no relief from it, ever.  

However, the same can be said of Heaven: God’s children will be very much aware of its glory, and their rest in 

God’s presence will be everlasting. 

 

Journal:What are some of the things that cause our faith to lose its “flavor”?  Think of things that can interfere 

with worship, Bible study, and prayer.   Think of things that can hurt our friendships in the church.  Also try to 

think of things that tempt you, or things in the world that you wish you could participate in.  What can you pray 

about these things? 

 



Oct. 14  Day 287  Luke 9:23-26 

 

Jesus said that we must take up a cross if we want to save our soul.  Sometimes our “crosses” – our duties and 

responsibilities - feel very heavy.  Jesus’ certainly did.  But what does this tell us about the value of our souls?  

Was Jesus ashamed to carry a cross for us? 

 

Do you ever wish it wasn’t so hard to be good?  Do you ever wish that you didn’t have duties and difficulties, 

but could just do what you want?  What would happen, do you think, if we didn’t have to work hard to get to 

heaven?  Do you think we would appreciate Heaven if our lives here on earth were filled with nothing but 

pleasure? 

 

******* 

 

“Duty and Pleasure” was published in The King’s Daughter and Other Stories for Girls in 1910.  Now out of 

print, the book may be read freely online. 

 

"Duty first, and pleasure afterward," wrote Amy Leslie in her copy-book one fine morning. 

 

Line after line she penned, making many a mistake, for her thoughts were far away. At last her mother, who was 

sitting near her, said, "Amy, this is the third time you have spelled pleasure without a 'p,' and left out the 'f' in 

afterward. Put down your pen and tell me what you are thinking about; for I am sure it is not of your copy." 

 

"I was only thinking," replied Amy, "how glad I should be if my copy said, 'Pleasure first--duty afterward.' It is 

very hard always to have the disagreeable part first. I wish I could have one whole week with no duties at all! 

How I should enjoy myself!" 

 

Mrs. Leslie remained silent for a moment; then she said, while a quiet smile played round her lips, "Well, Amy, 

for once you shall have what you want. For a whole week you may amuse yourself; no duties, mind, my child,--

none at all." 

 

"There is no chance of my wanting any, I assure you, mama," said Amy, joyfully; "I shall be so happy, you'll 

see!" 

 

"Very well, then," said Mrs. Leslie; "you may begin to-morrow. To-day I shall expect you to do as usual." 

 

Amy said no more; she finished her copy, learned her lessons, then went to the nursery to take charge of her 

little brother while the nurse was busy with other work. Afterward there were socks to mend, and an errand to 

run, and buttons to sew on to baby's shoes, and a letter to write. And so the day passed, and the next morning 

dawned on our pleasure-loving little friend. 

 

"No duties" she said to herself, as she woke at seven, which was her usual time for rising; "so I can lie in bed as 

long as I please." She turned over, and as she could not sleep, began making plans for the day, and thinking 

what a delightful time she would have. About half past nine she came down stairs, to find her breakfast on the 

table; milk, toast, and egg, all as cold as possible. "What a wretched breakfast!" she said, as she took her seat. 

 

"Well, dear," replied Mrs. Leslie, "your breakfast was ready at the usual time, and of course is cold now." 

 

Amy said no more. She ate with only half her usual appetite, and, finishing in about five minutes put away her 

chair, and left the room. As she went up stairs to fetch her hat, baby in the nursery stretched his arms for her to 

take him; but she hurried past, and left the little fellow crying with disappointment. 

 



Soon she came down again, with a fairy book in one hand, and a box of chocolate drops in the other. The sweets 

had been a present, but hitherto her mother had allowed her to have only one or two daily; now, however, she 

might do as she liked, and at present her idea of perfect bliss was the combined charms of chocolate drops and 

fairy stories. 

 

For about two hours she sat in the garden; then she grew tired, and a little sick from eating too much chocolate, 

and was returning to the house, when her pet kitten ran out to meet her. For a short time she amused herself by 

playing with it, dressing it up in her pocket handkerchief and carrying it like a baby; but Miss Pussy wearied of 

this, and at last jumped out of her new dress and her mistress' arms, leaving a scratch as a keepsake behind her. 

 

Altogether, the morning was hardly a successful one, nor was the afternoon much better. After dinner, [her 

sister Jessie] tore her dress, and was running to Amy to ask her to mend it; but Mrs. Leslie said:-- 

 

"Don't go to your sister, my child, come to me;" and little Jessie, wondering, let her mother darn the rent. Amy 

felt very uncomfortable, for she knew that Mrs. Leslie's eyes were not strong, and were probably aching with 

the effort of such fine work; but she shrank from offering her services, and made her escape from the room as 

soon as she could. 

 

In the evening she was about to draw her chair to the fire and read the newspaper to Mr. Leslie, a duty of which 

she had always felt rather proud; but her father gravely took the paper out of her hand, saying quickly, "No, 

Amy, this is a duty; remember you are to amuse yourself and do nothing else." 

 

Amy's eyes filled with tears, and she ran up stairs to her own room. She had no heart to read the fairy book, or 

to make clothes for her doll, or to play with the kitten, or even to eat the rest of her chocolate drops. 

 

"I shall never be able to bear another day of this," she said to herself; "I thought it would be so delightful to 

have no duties, but somehow my play does not seem half so good as it did before." 

 

The next day brought no real pleasure and comfort. Listlessly Amy wandered about, having no zest for any of 

her former amusements, and feeling thoroughly unhappy. She began to long for the very duties which had 

seemed so irksome to her; she could hardly keep from tears when she 

saw others busy over lessons, or her mother doing work which had formerly been hers. 

 

At last her misery ended in a fit of crying, and shutting herself up in her own room, she gave way to it. Sob 

followed sob so quickly that she did not hear her door open, until her mother's arms were round her, and her 

hot, aching head was pillowed on her mother's shoulder. Not a word 

passed between them for a few minutes; then Amy sobbed out, "O mother! mother! the copy was quite right, 

'Duty first, and pleasure afterward;' for without duty there is no pleasure at all." 

 

Memory Verse:  I …., you …..; he who …… he bears ____ ____, for apart from Me you can do nothing. John 

15:5 

 

For Further Study:   In Luke 9:26, Christ brings up the subject of shame.  Sometimes we don’t want to stand up 

to others for Christ because it is just too embarrassing.  We don’t like feeling different or alone.  Who were 

some people in the Bible who were ashamed of Christ?  What can we learn from them?  Read Matthew 26:69-

75; John 12:42-43; Galatians 2:11-13. 

 

Journal:  Make two columns in your journal today.  In one column, list your duties.  Include duties to God, 

family, your home (chores), church, school, friends, and clubs to which you belong.  In the second column next 

to each duty, write down the reward or outcome you expect by being faithful to it.  Now look at the list of 

rewards that you made in the second column.  Are all of your rewards immediate?  Sometimes fulfilling our 

responsibilities (for example, washing the dishes every night) gives us an immediate reward (clean dishes).  But 



sometimes there’s a long-range reward that we may not realize (learning to wash dishes every night when I was 

10 years old meant that someday I would be able to properly take care of my own kitchen).  Look at your 

second column and try to write down how being true to your responsibilities will help you when you are older. 

Are all of the rewards you listed physical ones?  Are there any spiritual rewards listed?  Try to think of 

how completing each of your duties is good for your soul, whether that is learning patience and kindness, or 

whether it contributes to peace between you and others.  For example, washing dishes, and now taking care of 

my own kitchen, adds to the peacefulness and orderliness in my house, which is of great benefit to my family.  

(Whoever thought that washing dishes when I was 10 years old would bring such fruit today?)  God has given 

us duties because He wants to bless us with a full and fruitful life, now and in Heaven ever after. 
 

 

 

 

Oct. 15  Day 288   Luke 10:38-42 
 

There are several things we can learn from this story of Mary and Martha. 

 

First we can see that they were very special friends of Jesus.  He came to spend time with them and teach them.  

Jesus should be an honored guest in our home and an important part of our daily lives. 

 

Christ was not interested in having a fancy meal, being in a spotless house, or being with famous people.  He 

wanted to spend time talking about His Father with kind people who wished to learn about spiritual things.  

There are many people whose lives are just too busy to spend time with God.  Very few people are interested in 

“sitting at Jesus’ feet” without distractions and quietly learning of Him. 

 

There is so much we don’t have to worry about.  Christ wants us to know that He loves us.  He wants to live 

with us and be our Friend, now and always.   

 

Memory Verse:  I …., you …..; he who …… he bears ____ ____, for ____ ___ ___ you can do nothing. John 

15:5 

 

For Further Study:In verse 42, Jesus said that the “good part” that Mary has chosen would “not be taken away 

from her.”  When we put God first, nobody can take Him away from us.  Read Romans 8:31-39.  These are very 

comforting words that show us how much God wants to love us and take care of us. 

 

Sitting “at someone’s feet” is a sign of humility and giving honor.  It can be to listen to someone’s teaching 

(like Paul did with Gamaliel in Acts 22:3), to beg for help, or to worship.  Can you remember other times when 

people placed themselves at Jesus’ feet?  Read Matthew 15:30 and 28:8-9; Luke 7:37-38 and 17:11-16. 

 
Journal:   

Are there some things in your schedule that you need to move around so you’ll have more time devoted to 

spiritual things?  Write out your daily and weekly schedules and see.     

In my busy life, one of the hardest things I’ve had to learn is to let go of things so that I would have time 

for Christ.  Sometimes having time for worship or Bible study means that my family skips baseball practice, or 

eats on paper plates, or lets the laundry pile up for a few days.  Perhaps we seem lazy and disorganized to 

others, but I try to tell myself to simply put first things first.   

 



Oct. 16   Day 289  John 10:24-30 
 

When my children were very little, I taught them not to follow if a stranger approached them and tried to talk 

them into going somewhere without their mother or father.  I taught them not to believe a stranger who said I 

had sent him or her to get them.  I taught my children to scream and shout (yes, and to bite and kick) if a 

stranger tried to force them to go with him or her. 

 

When they were older, I taught them to be wary of “friends” who said it was all right to do something that their 

conscience felt was wrong, or that they didn’t need to ask permission of their parents for activities. 

 

Did you know that adults still need this advice today?  They need it because Jesus has given us important things 

to do, and it’s very easy to listen to strangers or “friends” who want us to do differently.  Even adults have to 

call out to Jesus sometimes for help, and even adults have to know how to answer when they hear strange 

teachings or false information from others. 

 

How do we hear the voice of Jesus? We listen to His Word.  It is that simple.  If we hear a teaching that is not 

His Word, then we don’t follow it.  The problem is that the devil has added a lot of extra “noise” so that people 

are distracted by other messages.  There are many false shepherds out there.  Those who do not know the REAL 

voice of the Shepherd are easily confused. 

 

Be a good little lamb and study your Bible so that you can learn to listen for your Shepherd’s voice.  That way, 

the Shepherd can always care for you and keep you safe. 

 

 

Memory Verse:  I …., you …..; he who …… he bears ____ ____, for ____ ___ ___ you can do nothing. John 

15:5 

 
For Further Study:  
John 10 is what I like to call “The Shepherd Chapter.”  When you hear references to the Good Shepherd and 

Christ’s love for His sheep, then remember John 10.  Read this chapter today and consider all the ways that 

Christ loves us. 

 

One of the ways that Moses was a type or foreshadowing of Christ is that Moses was a shepherd also, both 

literally and figuratively.  Moses worked as a shepherd for part of his life, and he also led the Israelites out of 

Egypt as a shepherd leads his flock.  Can you think of other similarities between Christ and Moses? 

 
Journal:   

What does it mean, practically, to hear our Shepherd’s voice?  How can you know when you and others are 

obeying the Shepherd of Truth?  Read Ephesians 5:1-21 and list the qualities found here that exemplify a 

Christian life. 

 



Oct. 17   Day 290   Luke 11:1-13 

 

Prayer is really a very wonderful blessing.  Can you walk up to the President’s house and ask him to see you 

right away?  Can you go to a king’s palace somewhere and say that you need to talk to him immediately?  Jesus 

said that God, our Almighty Creator, WANTS us to ask Him for things.  God is waiting for us to pray to Him. 

 

Verses 9-12 tell us that God thinks of us like a loving father thinks of his children.  We should not be afraid to 

approach Him with our requests.  Let us not think, though, that God will give us everything we want.  What did 

Christ mention in His prayer in verses 2-4?  He said that we should ask for our daily bread, forgiveness, and 

protection from temptation.  Those are the things God will not deny us if we seek, knock, and ask. 

 

Why would God not deny us these things?  I believe it is because these are where we need the most help in 

staying faithful to God.  We have to stop worrying about storing up riches and instead trust in God to provide 

for our needs.  We have to get past our shame or anger and be willing to confess when we do wrong.  We have 

to be willing to see that there is always a way out of temptation so that we can avoid sin.  God wants to help us 

with ALL those things.  He has given us His Word to teach us how.  Those are the things that will help us be in 

Heaven with Him someday. 

 

Now, because God is so powerful and loving, He really does bless our lives with so much more than these three 

things.  We can go to God with all our needs.  But let us not forget the things that are most important to Him, 

because these are the things that are best for our souls. 

 

See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; 

and such we are. 

1 John 3:1 
 

Memory Verse:  Recite John 15:5 

 

For Further Study:In verses 5-8, Jesus talks about waking up a friend to ask him for help.  We are blessed that 

our God never sleeps and is never far away!  Who were some people who prayed at night – sometimes all night 

– to God? Read Matthew 26:36-46; Luke 6:12; Acts 12:6-12; 1 Thessalonians 3:10.  When day is done and we 

have time to review our days’ work, trials, and mistakes, God is still active and willing to be with us.  Spend 

part of your evening prayer thanking God for the night, which He gives us for our rest and solitude.  We can use 

that time to draw nearer to Him. 

 
Journal:   

If a father would never give his son a scorpion when he asked for an egg, what does it mean when God doesn’t 

give us what we want?  What were some things you’ve prayed for that God hasn’t given you?  What do you 

think God wants you to learn from waiting longer, or from not getting what you want? 



 

Oct. 18   Day 291   Luke 12:22-34 

 

Have you ever wondered where your next meal will come from?  Have you ever wondered if you could have 

something to wear the next day?  My husband and I once knew a preacher in another country who was very, 

very poor.  He preached the gospel on the weekends and drove a taxi during the week, usually working about 14 

hours a day.  His family included a wife, children, and his elderly mother.  Much of his money was freely given 

away to Christians in his congregation who were even poorer than he. 

 

This man always greeted us with a smile.  He loved to sing hymns.  He talked to his passengers about Christ. 

 

One day this man went to the bank to borrow money to repair his taxi (in this man’s country, each taxi driver 

was responsible for his own vehicle).  The bank asked him if he had any savings.  The man said he just laughed 

and said, “Yes, I have treasure in heaven!” 

 

In today’s Bible reading, Jesus reassures us of our importance to God and His love for us.  He encourages us not 

to worry about having our needs met.  Instead, Christ wants us to turn our thoughts to seeking His kingdom.  

This means we will pray, study, be faithful to God, serve others, and give to those in need.  This is storing up 

treasure in Heaven, where our hearts should be. 

 

A wonderful thing happens when your heart is set on Heavenly treasure: you stop worrying about the things of 

this world.  Bad things might happen to you, but you know that no matter what happens, your Father has 

CHOSEN GLADLY to give you His kingdom.  So you can keep on doing His will, remembering your eternal 

reward.  This will make you worry less  � so you can do more for Him � and worry less... it is a cycle that 

helps you become more and more ready for Heaven.   

 

I think that’s what our poor taxi-driving-preacher knew.  He had no treasure on earth, but he didn’t care.  His 

happiness was not tied to the things he saw on earth.  He had learned this from Jesus, and we can too. 

 
Memory Verse:   

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 

My Father in heaven.”  Matthew 7:21 (NKJV) 

 

For Further Study:Colossians 3:2 says, “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.”  

God has given us a clear purpose and direction for our life ~ out of our selfishness and up to Him.  2 Timothy 

2:4 tells the young man Timothy to be like a soldier for Christ, who does not worry about everyday problems 

but is instead focused on his training and discipline in Christ.   

     What were some of the things Timothy had to avoid?  See verses 14, 16, 19, 22, 23, and 24.   

     What were some of the things Timothy had to focus on instead?  Read verses 3, 15, 21, 22, 24 and 25.   

 
Journal:   

Make a list of spiritual treasures.  Put the list up somewhere – like your bathroom mirror, or the refrigerator – so 

you can think and pray about these treasures.  Here are some Scripture to get you started: Psalm 19:7-10; 

Proverbs 3:13-15; Ephesians 1:18; Philippians 3:8; 1 Timothy 6:19; Hebrews 11:26; James 2:5. 

 



Oct. 19   Day 292  Luke 18:24-30 
 

Jesus said that those who are rich have a harder time following God.  When we have everything we want, it is 

hard for us to feel like we need God.  Do you think of yourself as rich?  If you have food in your refrigerator 

and enough clothes for the rest of the week, then you are richer than many people on earth. 

 

Jesus wants us to be ready to give up anything for God.  Think about your best friend.  Think about your mom 

and dad.  Think about your dream job.  Think about the city and country where you would like to live someday.  

Could you say good-bye to those things if they stood in the way of your serving Christ?   

 

There may come a day when you have to choose between God and something you really, really love.  We have 

to believe God’s promise: that whatever we give up for God, He will make up for it, either in this life or in 

Heaven.   Do you believe this?  

 

What makes this commandment so hard is that we often want to do what feels good now.  That’s why reading 

the Bible is so important.  It helps us remember Christ’s promises so that we can have the strength to keep 

following Him.  God wants only good things for you.  So when you have to choose, choose HIM.  It will always 

work out for your good. 

 
Memory Verse:   

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘____,   _____’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 

__ ______ in heaven.”  Matthew 7:21  

 

For Further Study:Who were some people who gave up riches for God?  Read Matthew 9:9; Acts 4:36-37; 2 

Corinthians 8:1-5; Hebrews 11:24-26.  What do you think made it easier for these people to give up what could 

have been very profitable for them? 

 

Can you remember what these people gave up for Christ? 

Matthew 3:4 and 14:1-12 ~ John the Baptist 

Luke 5:27-28 ~ Matthew 

Acts 7:59-60 ~ Stephen 

Hebrews 11:24-26 ~ Moses 

 
Journal:   

Talk to your parents or other people in your congregation.  Ask them if they’ve ever had to give up a 

relationship, hobby, or job because it was getting in the way of their obedience to God.  Ask them what it was 

like, and how they got through it.  Ask them for some Bible verses that helped them make this decision and 

endure the difficulty of it. 

 

 



Oct. 20   Day 293  Matthew 23:25-28 
 

If you pulled a dirty bowl out of the cupboard, would you still want to eat out of it?  Jesus said that the 

Pharisees were like bowls which had only been washed on the outside.  He said they were like coffins that were 

painted white on the outside but were still full of dead people inside.   

 

Jesus was criticizing the Pharisees because they were so careful with how they looked on the outside.  They 

wanted people to give them glory.  At the same time, they didn’t care how their souls were inside.  They were 

greedy, sinful, and angry. 

 

Consider this verse in 3 John 1:2 – “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all good things and be in health, 

just as your soul prospers.”  What if your body only looked as good as your soul?  Would it be rosy-cheeked 

and healthy?  Or would it be dead and rotten? 

 

What are some things we do to take care of our bodies and keep them healthy?  We feed our bodies, we cover 

and protect them from the weather, we exercise, and we take medicine when we are sick (even when the 

medicine is hard to swallow).   

 

We have to do the same thing with our souls: 

�  Do you feed your soul with the Word of God every day? 

�  Do you protect your soul by praying and turning away from temptation? 

�  Do you exercise your soul by doing the things which God commands? 

� If your soul needed “medicine,” would you change the way you were thinking and living, even if it is 

hard to do, so that your soul could be healthy again? 

 

This is a world that cares about looking young, looking beautiful, and wearing the latest fashions.  Jesus didn’t 

care about any of those things.  Even if our outsides are blessed with health and beauty, let’s keep our souls 

healthy and beautiful too!  

 
Memory Verse:   

Not everyone who _____ __ ___, ‘____,   _____’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will 

of __ ______ in heaven.  Matthew 7:21  

 

 

For Further Study:Today’s reading was about how sin can ruin a person’s soul, even when their outward 

appearance looks healthy and religious.  Read Psalm 32 today and see how David described this in his life.  

Some scholars believe that David wrote this Psalm after his sin with Bathsheba.  Do you remember this story 

from 2 Samuel 11?  Read that story today and note how David deceived himself and others with his sin. 

 

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  If you don’t know what some of the words mean in verse 16, look them up in a 

dictionary.  Think about how the Word of God does all the things for your soul that you read about in today’s 

study:  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching �, for reproof � , for correction �, 

for training � in righteousness �; that the man of God may be adequate �, equipped for every good 

work �. 

 

Journal: Write down the things you do each day to keep your soul healthy.  Be specific. 



Oct. 21   Day 294  Mark 12:28-34 
 

Why do you think Jesus says that loving God and loving your neighbor are the two greatest commandments?   

 

When your mother or father want you to eat your breakfast, do they say, “Pick up your spoon, put it in your 

cereal, put some cereal in your mouth, then chew….”  No, your parents just tell you to “Eat your breakfast.”  

They know that you can figure out the rest because you’ve learned to do it as you grew up. 

 

Jesus knew that the scribe who approached Him knew the commandments of God.  After all, he was a scribe, a 

man who copied the Law of Moses for others.  Jesus wanted to make sure the scribe knew the spirit of God’s 

Law, which is to love God and love one’s neighbor. 

 

Many of the Jews in Jesus’ day seemed religious because they followed the traditions of the Jews.  Many of 

them were religious because they wanted to be seen by others and receive praise from men.   

 

This is not to say that the rest of the teachings in the Bible are not important.  But if you love God, and you love 

your neighbor, then all the other commandments will be easier for you to do.  You’ll do them because of your 

desire to please God and because of your love for others.  Serving God isn’t always easy, but it is easier if love 

is there first.  

 

So now you know what God wants most of all.  He wants love.  And now you also know what God wants to 

give you most of all! 

 

But now abide, faith, hope, love, these three;  

but the greatest of these is love.  (1 Corinthians 13:13) 

 
Memory Verse:   

Not everyone ….shall enter the _____ __ ______, but he who does the will of __ ______ in heaven.  Matthew 

7:21  

 

For Further Study:You hear people talk of love as a mushy, romantic feeling.  But God has shown us what real 

love is.  Read 1 John 4:7-5:3 and answer these questions: 

Verse 7-10 ~ Who “invented” love?  How did God show us real love?  

Verses 11-16 ~ How do we know if a person abides in God? 

Verses 17-18 How does love take away our fear? 

Verses 20-21 ~ Why are you lying if you say you love God but hate your brother?   

1 John 5:1-3 ~ How can we know if we’re loving our brother and God properly? 

 
Journal: 

Imagine what things are like for two people who have just fallen in love.  How would they treat one another?  

What kind of things do they do for one another?  How do they show each other their love?   If Jesus walked into 

your house today, how would you show Him your love? 
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Jesus says we have to be willing to “hate” our lives for Him.  He is talking about giving up the things we love.  

He is talking about sacrifice.  He wants us to love Him and to love others more than ourselves.  

 

Jesus did not just sacrifice when He died on the cross.  He sacrificed every day when He taught, visited, 

encouraged, prayed for, and forgave others.  We can do those things too.   

 

If we want to follow Christ, we will have to let our selfishness “die” by giving to others.  But Jesus said He has 

some gifts for us too: 

 

we will “bear much fruit” – good things will happen because of our good works, we will feel good about 

ourselves, and we will be an example to others; 

 

we will have eternal life in Heaven; 

 

He will live with us; 

 

the Father will honor us.   

 

 

Think about these things the next time you are asked to put someone else’s needs before your own.  Giving may 

seem hard, but in the end it will be a great blessing for you and them. 

 

“…remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  

(Acts 20:3) 
 

 

The following is an excerpt from the story “The Wonderful Pocket.”  This tale can be found in the book, The 

Wonderful Pocket and Other Stories which was written in 1869 by Chauncey Giles.  Now out of print, the book 

can be read freely online. 

THE WONDERFUL POCKET 

One cold Christmas Eve, Charles Lee was sitting by the fire, looking earnestly at the coals as they burned 

cheerfully in the grate, sometimes sending out great volumes of smoke, and then bursting into flame, and lighting 

up the little room in which he was sitting, and making its naked walls look quite ruddy and cheerful. But none of its 

pleasant light entered Charles' mind. He looked gloomy and sullen, and occasionally muttered something to himself 

as if he were angry at everybody. 

His mother was sitting near him, busily engaged in finishing a piece of work. Mr. Lee had been dead a year. 

He was sick a long time before his death, and the little money he had been able to save while he was well, had 

been spent during his sickness, and his wife and children were left without a penny. 

Mrs. Lee was very industrious and economical; but she found it very difficult to support herself and children 

by her own labour. The most that she could do was to procure the bare necessaries of life. 

Charles went out every day, and got all the little jobs he could find to do. He would run on errands, and carry 

light bundles, and do anything else in his power to earn a few coppers for his mother. Sometimes he succeeded 

very well, and what he earned was quite a help to her. 



But that day, when of all others he wanted to earn the most, he did not get anything. Everybody was so busy 

in selecting and buying presents for children and friends, and in making preparations for Christmas, that no 

notice was taken of him. Almost every one he met had packages full of pretty things for presents….Charles 

stopped before the window of a toyshop, and gazed long and wistfully at the many cunning and pretty things 

that had been placed there to attract the attention of the people as they passed by, and he could hardly keep from 

crying at the thought that he could not have one of them.… 

Charles was a very good boy in the main, but he was sometimes selfish and envious. The contrast between 

his own condition and that of many others had a particularly unhappy effect upon him to-day. He thought it was 

wrong that he could not have beautiful presents, as well as other children. He went home in a very bad humour. 

He was cross to his sister, and pushed her away when she came near, though he was generally very fond of her, 

and took great pleasure in playing with her, and often spent the evening in telling her what he had seen and done 

during the day; but tonight he was so much under the influence of bitter feelings, that he could not bear to have 

her near him. He knew that his mother did everything she could to get good food and comfortable clothing for 

him, but he seemed to forget it all, and said very petulantly that he did not see why he could not have nice toys 

and handsome clothes as well as other children; and he thought it was too bad that he could have nothing for his 

supper but dry bread. 

His mother tried to soothe him as well as she could, but she did not succeed very well. He was too much 

excited to listen to what she said. After a while he got up and went to bed, but he could not sleep; angry feelings 

kept rising in his heart. He thought it was not right that he must work so hard and live so poor, and have no 

beautiful things, when a great many boys whom he knew dressed well, and, when they were not going to 

school, had nothing to do: they seemed to be so happy, walking and driving along the streets. He envied them, 

especially at this time, when almost every one had a holiday, and many presents from parents and friends. 

After a while he began to think what he would do if he were rich. He would have ever so many fine clothes, 

the greatest abundance of beautiful toys, and as many good things to eat and drink as he wanted. He would not 

work another day. He would live in a large house, and have elegant furniture. He would get a pair of the 

handsomest horses in the country, and live in grand style. 

He lay with his eyes shut while he was imagining these vain things. But he became so excited by his wild 

thoughts that his fanciful picture seemed almost to be real. He opened his eyes, expecting to find himself in his 

grand house, with everything beautiful around him. But he was still in the old chamber, and all his visions had 

fled. 

He saw something else, however, which interested him more than his foolish waking dreams. A woman of 

wonderful beauty stood before him. She looked a little like his mother, and a little like his sister; but she was far 

more beautiful than any one he had ever seen before. Her face shone with a light that made the whole room 

bright. 

One would naturally suppose that Charles would have been frightened at the appearance of such a splendid 

woman in his little chamber, coming, as she seemed to, out of the darkness. But he was not. There was 

something so kind and innocent in her face and manner, that he did not feel in the least afraid. Besides, the 

thought immediately flashed upon him that she had come to help him. 

"And so you want to be rich, do you, Charles?" she said, addressing him in a very sweet voice, and in the 

kindest manner. 

"Oh! yes," he replied with great eagerness; " I should like to be rich above all things. Will you give me a 

whole bagful of gold, so that I can buy everything I want, and not have to work any more?" 



"No, Charles," she replied, "I cannot give you any money, nor can I tell you how to get it. But I can give you 

something a great deal better. I can give you a pocket, in which to keep your money when you do get some." 

"Is that all?" said Charles, in a disappointed tone. "I have a pocket now, that will hold more than I can get to 

put into it. A pocket won't do me any good." 

"But the pocket that I will give you is a very wonderful one..." 

"What is there that is so wonderful about it?" said Charles. 

"Everything you put into it will always remain there, though you take it out ever so often; that is one of the 

wonderful things about it," she replied. 

"What?" said Charles, whose curiosity now began to be greatly aroused. "If I had a whole handful of gold in 

this pocket, and if I should take it out and spend it, would the gold still remain in the pocket?" 

"Yes, indeed it would; and the more you spent the more you would have." 

"That would be a wonderful pocket truly," said Charles, "and worth more than the richest presents in the 

world. But I don't see how it can be that the gold would remain in after it had been taken out." 

"No, I know you do not. But still it is true, and there are a great many other things about the pocket as 

wonderful as this." 

"What are they?" inquired Charles, his curiosity now thoroughly aroused. 

"One remarkable thing is, that you can only put the money into it which you have obtained by doing good to 

others. If you attempt to put anything into it you have gained from selfish motives, the pocket will disappear. 

Another wonderful quality is, that you cannot get anything out of it to spend foolishly,  or for any purpose that 

will not be useful to yourself or to some one else. If you attempt to do so, it will become invisible." 

Charles did not think that these qualities added anything to the value of the pocket. But the possibility of 

having a pocket which would never be empty was a possession too valuable to be rejected, and he begged her to 

give it to him. 

"You shall have such a pocket," she said. "But remember, you will not be able to see it until you get 

something to put into it; and neither you nor any one else can see it, except when you take something out or put 

something into it. You will find it on the inside of your coat, and of every coat you wear, and I hope you will 

have it well filled before another year. And now I bid you good-night, and wish you a very ' merry Christmas.'" 

So saying, she vanished out of his sight. 

Charles felt so happy that he could hardly keep from getting up and dancing. He looked at his coat that was 

lying on a chair near him, to see if the beautiful lady did anything to it and he was about jumping up to see if he 

could find the pocket, when he recollected that it would be invisible until he had put something into it. He 

longed for the morning to come, that he might go out and earn something to put into it. He lay a long time 

thinking over the many beautiful things he would buy, and how he would astonish all the boys by pulling out 

whole handfuls of gold; but finally he fell asleep. 

He woke early in the morning, and jumped up without being called; and, before putting on his coat, he looked 

at it very carefully to see if he could not find some signs of his new and wonderful pocket. When he found he 

could not, he felt a little disappointed; for although he remembered what had been said to him, yet he thought he 



might, perhaps, see some signs of it. But his old coat looked just as usual. He put it on, and did some things for 

his mother very cheerfully; thinking all the time how soon he would show her something that would make her 

very glad. He would come home with a whole handful of gold, and would bring so many nice things besides for 

his mother and sister, that they would be astonished…. 

In a little while he went away, promising to come back soon, and show them what he could do. As he went 

along, he was all the time thinking about what splendid things he would soon have. A fine carriage and horses 

passed him. "Ah!" he thought, "I will have a finer carriage than that, and more splendid horses. The harness and 

the carriage shall be all covered with gold!" And so, whenever he saw anything handsome, he would say to 

himself, "I will have something better than that…." 

He kept thinking of his pocket, and longing to get some money to put into it, that he might see it. For he 

thought, if he could only make a beginning, that would be all that was necessary to get any amount of money he 

wanted; for what he put in would always remain there, though he should take it out ever so often. 

After a while he saw a man going along with a load of coal, and he followed him, hoping to get a chance to 

put the coal into the cellar, and by that means earn something to put into his pocket. To his great joy, the man 

who had bought the coals agreed to give him something for putting them in. 

He went to work as hard as he could; and, when he caught up a large piece of coal, he would think, "I will 

have lumps of gold as big as that some day!" 

When he had finished putting the coals in, the gentleman gave him some pence. "There," he thought, as he 

took the money, "that is the last load of coal I will ever put into the cellar: I will soon have somebody to do it 

for me!" And he ran off into an alley to put his coppers into his wonderful pocket….As soon as he found a place 

where he thought no one would see him, he unbuttoned his coat, and thought, " Now for the pocket!" 

He looked carefully, first on one side, and then on the other, but he could see no signs of it. He became very 

much excited; and he began to be afraid that it was all a dream, and that he would never have such a pocket. He 

took off his coat, and looked all over it, inside and out; but he could find no pocket except the old one that had 

always been there. 

When he had looked over his coat again and again, examining every seam carefully, and could not find the 

pocket, he began to cry, he was so disappointed. He could never get any of the fine things he had been dreaming 

about. He looked at the coppers he held in his hand, and thought he would throw them away, he despised them 

so. What was a penny to one who expected to have a handful of gold?... 

He forgot that he could never find it, to put anything in it, unless he had obtained the money by doing 

something that was not selfish —while all the morning he had been trying to get something to put into his 

pocket for the sake of finding it, and his little foolish heart had been filled with pride at the idea of the great 

show he would make. That was the reason he could not find it…. 

As he was going round a corner of the street, he found an old apple-woman in great distress. Some bad boys 

had overturned her apple-stand, and were trying to pick up the apples and run off with them. He jumped around 

as fast as he could, and helped the woman to pick up her apples. He did not once think about his pocket, or any 

pay for helping her. He pitied the poor woman, and only thought of helping her. 

"There," he said, when the apples were all picked up and placed upon the stand again, "the boys did not get 

many of them; and I do not think they will come back again." 



The woman offered him an apple for helping her; but as she had lost some, and was very poor, he would not 

take one, though it made his mouth water to think of eating one. He thanked her, and told her he would not take 

any. 

As he was going away, a shopkeeper on the opposite side of the street, and who had seen the whole 

performance, called to him; and Charles went into the shop. 

After asking his name, and telling him he was glad to see a little boy act so unselfishly, he gave him a 

shilling, and told him he hoped he would always remember to help the unfortunate. 

Charles thanked him, and felt very happy, not so much for the money, as at the thought that he had done 

some good to a poor woman, and gained the approbation of a good man. As he turned to go out of the shop, he 

thought he noticed something bright on his coat, as though there was a light within shining through it. He 

unbuttoned his coat; and there, on the inside of it, he saw a cunning little pocket, just large enough to slip in his 

shilling! How his heart danced for joy! It was no dream, after all! He really had the wonderful pocket! He 

slipped the coin in, and it shone like burnished gold, and seemed to make him warm all over. Then he saw why 

he could not find his pocket in the morning. It was because he was selfish. He was thinking of himself, and not 

of doing good to any one else. 

" Now," he thought, " I shall always have a shilling at least; for the beautiful lady told me, whatever I put in 

my pocket would always remain there, however often I took it out." But, strange to say, he forgot the other 

wonderful quality of his pocket; namely, that it would be invisible, and he could find it only when he wanted his 

money for some unselfish purpose. But he very soon discovered his mistake. 

He came to a toy-shop, and he thought he would buy some toys. But when he came to look for his money, he 

could not find it: pocket and it had both disappeared! Now he felt worse than ever. He wished he had put the 

money into his old pocket; then he could have had it when he wanted it. But now he did not know that he should 

ever see it again. He did not think that his pocket was much of a gift after all. What was money good for, if you 

could not spend it when you wanted it? He determined that he would not think any more about it. 

As he was going home, quite disappointed and sad that none of the bright anticipations of the morning had 

been realized, he passed by a grocer's shop; and as he saw a great many nice things to eat there, he thought of 

his mother and little sister, and wished he had his shilling to buy them something to eat. Strange to say, he never 

once thought of himself, but only of his mother, who worked very hard, and his little sister, who could not go to 

school because her clothes were not good enough, and who had but very few nice things such as many little 

girls have; and the tears started in his eyes at the thought that he could not do anything for them. 

At that moment he happened to look at his coat, and saw it shining again! And, sure enough, there was his 

shilling! He took it out; and, after he got it in his hand, he saw there was still another in his pocket! Then he was 

perfectly delighted. He went into the shop, and bought some tea for his mother; and when he had paid for it, he 

thought she would want some sugar; and, when he looked into his pocket, there was another shilling ready for 

him! So he bought some sugar. He kept thinking of one thing after another that he knew his mother needed very 

much, until he spent twelve shillings. Whenever he took out a shilling there was always one remaining. 

When he had bought all the things for his mother that she needed at that time, he saw some candy; and he 

thought, "Now I will buy something for myself." But, when he looked for the shilling, it was nowhere to be 

found. It had gone, pocket and all! He looked around, expecting to see the sugar and tea and other things 

disappear; but they did not; and he took them up, and carried them home. He was somewhat disappointed at not 

getting the candy; but, when he thought how much pleasure so many nice things would give his mother, he felt 

quite happy. 



His mother was very much surprised when he handed her the things he had bought for her, and she 

questioned him very closely as to the manner in which he had obtained them. He told her he would tell her all 

about it after supper. So they had a nice cup of tea, and some candles to give them light; and they enjoyed the 

supper very much. 

After the things were all cleared away from the supper, Charles told his mother all about his wonderful 

pocket, and how he had obtained it. To prove that he had told the truth, he was going to show it to her; but of 

course he could not find it. His mother seemed to understand about it, however; and she was very glad to know 

that her son had been presented with such a wonderful gift. 

There was no happier family that night in the whole city. Charles could hardly contain himself for joy…After 

a while, he went to bed. When he pulled off his coat, he folded it up carefully, and laid it on a chair. He never 

had so much respect for it before. "What if somebody should come and steal it?" he thought. "But if they 

should, it would do them no good; for they could never find the pocket. There are some good things about its 

being invisible. Besides, it would be no great loss to me; for the pocket is to be on the inside of every coat I 

get." So he let it lie upon the chair, and got into bed. 

When it was all dark in the room, he would open his eyes to see if there was not something bright about his 

coat; but he saw nothing. Foolish boy!—he did not know that the pocket was not in his coat after all, but merely 

appeared there. He was quite startled, in a little while after, by something which seemed to show that his pocket 

was in his side or breast; for while he was thinking of the old apple-woman, and feeling glad that he had a 

chance to help her, and rejoicing that he could make his mother and sister happy, he felt something warm about 

his heart, and a light seemed to shine through the bed-clothes, and almost to make the room light—but he did 

not suppose it could be his pocket; and after a while he dropped to sleep. 

When he awoke in the morning, the first thing he did, he looked to see if his old precious coat was where he 

put it. He found it was safe, and it did not appear as if there was anything very wonderful about it. He could not 

help examining it very sharply, when he put it on, to see if he could not discover some signs of his pocket. "It 

was very strange," he thought, "that it could come and go so quickly!" and he really wished it would remain 

where he could see it all the time. 

He knew it would do no good to get money just for the sake of putting it into his pocket; for then it would 

remain invisible. So he wandered round all day to find some chance to do good, that he might get his pocket 

filled; but he did not succeed, and he began to think it was going to be more difficult to get money in this way 

than he at first supposed. If he offered to work for nothing, that would be of no use to him; if he worked merely 

to get money to put it into his pocket, that would not help him in the least; and he found it almost impossible to 

work without thinking of his pocket. He went home at night very much disappointed; he had not earned a penny 

all day; and he did not see how he could ever get anything more into his pocket, or out of it. 

So he spent a whole week. He did not even help his mother as much as before; for he almost always earned 

something every day, but now he did not get a penny. He could not bear to work all day for a few coppers, when 

it would be so easy to put his hand into his pocket, and take out shilling after shilling. Why couldn't the lady 

have given him a pocket that would always keep in sight, and open, so that he could take out just as much 

money as he pleased, and just as often? 

Foolish Charlie!—he did not know that the qualities of his pocket which he did not like were the most 

valuable of all, and absolutely necessary to prevent it from spoiling him; and even now it came very near doing 

it by making him an idle and useless boy; for instead of going to work as he ought to have done, and trying to 

make himself useful, he was all the time trying to devise some way to get something into or out of his pocket.  

One day he went to the shop where he had bought so many things for his mother the week before, and asked 

for some more tea and sugar for her. He did this to see if his pocket would not appear again. If it did, he thought 



he would take out as many shillings as he could hold in his hand, and then slip them back again; and, after that, 

he could take out a whole handful at once. So he called for a quarter of a pound of tea; and, when it was 

weighed out for him, he expected to find his pocket; but it did not appear; and he was obliged to tell the grocer, 

when he asked for his pay, that he thought he had some money in his pocket, but he believed he must have lost 

it. So he was obliged to go away without his tea, or without finding his wonderful, but very troublesome, 

pocket. 

What do you think was the reason that his pocket did not appear to him as it did before? It was because his 

first thought was about himself. That was really why he asked for the things, and not because he cared so much 

about his mother. If he had cared more for her than for himself, he would have gone to work, and earned what 

he could; and would have been glad to help her a little, if he could not any more. 

He now began to give up all idea of ever seeing his wonderful pocket again. All his bright visions of 

unbounded wealth faded away, and he wished he had never known anything about it. His old coat was getting to 

be all rags, and he must have another. After a while his mother found a place for him in a warehouse, where he 

could make himself useful, and earn a little every week. He commenced work with a heavy heart. How could he 

work for a few shillings a week, when he had expected to have all the money he wanted by just putting his hand 

into his pocket? 

But every day he became more interested in his duties; and, in time, he seemed to forget that he ever had such 

a thing as a wonderful pocket. He was faithful in doing his work, and every Saturday night he carried home his 

week's earnings to his mother. She had bought him a new coat; and though they were very poor, yet they 

succeeded in making a comfortable living. Charles' mother felt very sad sometimes because she could not send 

her children to school, and give them more comforts and privileges; but she saw no way of doing it; for, even 

with their assistance, she had to work very hard; and sometimes, when she was weary, she felt very much 

discouraged. 

After he had been in his situation some months, Charles was sent by his employer to the river to carry a small 

package to the steamboat. As he was going on board he met a lady coming from the boat with two little 

children. The plank was so narrow that the mother and her children could not walk side by side. She tried to 

have the little girl, who was the oldest, go before; but she was so afraid she did not dare to do it. While she was 

trying to urge her along, the other one, a little boy about two years old, slipped from her hand, and fell into the 

river. 

Charles saw that the child would be drawn under the boat in a minute, and be drowned. Without stopping to 

think of the consequences to himself, he plunged into the river after him, though he was a very poor swimmer. 

He seized the child, but soon found that he could do no more than keep himself and the child from sinking. The 

current was strong, and was fast sweeping them both under the boat. 

The mother screamed, "Oh! my boy, my boy! — save him, save him!" Everybody shouted to everybody else 

to do the same thing; but no one did anything but shout, as is often the case at such times. Charles struggled to 

keep himself and the little child from going under the boat; but his strength was not great enough to swim with 

such a load against the current. 

Just as he was disappearing, and every one thought they were both lost, Charles struck his hand against 

something which proved to be a rope floating in the water, and fastened to another boat which lay alongside. He 

grasped it with one hand, and clung to it with all his might, while he held the little boy in the other, and called 

aloud for help. A boat soon reached him; and he was taken out of the water, still holding to the little boy. 

They were both almost drowned. Charles was so much exhausted that he could not stand for some time. The 

people on the boat gave him something to refresh him, and in a short time he was as well as ever. 



Every one admired his courage and self-forgetfulness and presence of mind in saving the little child, and 

thought he ought to be rewarded for it. One gentleman proposed a subscription. This seemed to please them all; 

and they soon made up a handsome purse of money, and presented it to him. 

The mother of the child could not thank him enough. She wished she was rich, that she might give him a 

suitable reward; but she was not. She gave him a sovereign, however. He told her he did not wish to take it; but 

she begged him to do it, as a keepsake from her. So he took it, more for her sake than for his own. 

He immediately began to feel very warm about his heart, and his face shone as if a light was reflected from it. 

He thought he would put the gold piece by itself, that he might keep it as she desired to have him. So he 

unbuttoned his coat to put it in a little side-pocket, when he saw that, although his coat was dripping with water, 

there was a little place in the breast that shone as bright as a star! 

There was his wonderful pocket, which he had forgotten all about; and in it he saw the old shilling, which had 

caused him so much happiness and sorrow, as bright as ever! He slipped in his gold sovereign as a companion 

to it, knowing it would be safe there. It made him very happy to know that he was still in the possession of such 

a wonderful gift; but this did not make him so happy as it did to see the little boy he had saved, and the perfect 

joy of the mother at receiving him again from a watery grave. 

The praises he received for his courage and presence of mind did not make him so happy as the thought that 

he had done an unselfish act. He did not care so much about his pocket as he had done before, though he knew 

there was much more in it. He knew, too, that he could not get anything out of it unless it was for something 

useful, and he was afraid he might be disappointed as he had so often been before. 

When he went home at night he told his mother all about his adventure. He gave her the purse, which was 

found to contain twenty pounds; and he seemed to think much more of it than he did of his pocket and its 

contents. Now, he thought, his sister could go to school, and his mother would not have to work so hard, for a 

time at least. 

He went back to his work the next day as usual. After some months he began to think more than ever before, 

that he would like to go to school. He saw that he could never know much unless he studied; and he could never 

become a merchant, and carry on business for himself, unless he knew how to read and write, and make 

calculations in figures; and consequently he could not be so useful to his mother and to others. 

But how could he go to school? His mother needed his wages; indeed she could not live without them. 

Strange to say, he did not think of his pocket; and he came to the conclusion that he should be compelled to 

work a while longer before he could be spared to go to school. 

He kept thinking about it as he was going home from the store; and he was quite happy, though he did not see 

any way of doing just what he wanted to do. He felt so warm and comfortable, though it was quite cold, that he 

unbuttoned his coat, and threw it back to cool himself. To his great surprise, his pocket appeared again! Yes, 

sure enough, there it was, bright as the fire, with his sovereigns and shilling shining through it! 

"Now," he thought, " I will take out enough to support us while I go to school, and learn to read and write, 

and get some education, that I may be more useful to mother and every one else." So he kept taking out 

sovereign after sovereign, until he had quite a handful. 

He gave it all to his mother, and told her, with many joyful exclamations, and praises of his pocket, and 

thanks to the good angel who had given it to him, how he obtained so much money, and what he intended to do 

with it. 



He was now able to go to school; and the next week he commenced. It was very hard work for him at first to 

study; but it came easier by degrees; and, what is strange, it seemed as though his pocket sometimes helped him 

very much. When he studied to get his lessons merely because his teacher told him, or for the sake of excelling 

others, or any other selfish reason, he found it very difficult to understand or to remember them; but when he 

studied because he wanted to learn something for the sake of being useful, it was easy, and every thought 

seemed to go into his pocket; and, when he wanted it, it would come out of itself, or lie there so bright and 

distinct that he had no difficulty in finding it. 

It would take too long to tell all that he did —how often he was disappointed when he wanted money the 

most; how strangely he forgot, sometimes for a great while, that he had such a pocket; and how often it 

appeared to him when he least expected it. He soon learned that he could never find it, or get anything from, it, 

merely to gratify himself. Of course, all his golden and foolish dreams about having countless sums of money 

merely for display vanished; but whenever he thought of others first, and himself last, his pocket always came 

to his aid. So he always had as much money as he could make a good use of. If it had not become invisible 

when he wished to make a foolish use of his money, he would have been ruined. He never would have gone to 

school, or tried to make himself useful in any way; but he would have fallen into idle and vicious habits; have 

been miserable himself, and the cause of great unhappiness to others. 

Now you may think that this story has no foundation in truth. But, if you do, you will be mistaken. In reality, 

we all have such pockets in our minds, if we have not in our coats. And if we cannot put material gold and 

silver into them, we can put something that is much more valuable. We can put love and truth into them; and all 

that we put in will remain there. The more we love others, the more love there is in our hearts; and the more we 

give our knowledge and truth to others, the more fully we retain it. If we give a truth to others a thousand times 

a day, we still retain it. 

But real love to others can only be put into our hearts while we are loving them, and trying to do them good. 

When we think of ourselves and work for ourselves, this real love never appears. But when we love to do to 

others as we would have them to do to us, the truths in our minds shine in a clear light, and the Lord and the 

angels give us far more than we can give to others. In this way our minds are continually enlarging, and we are 

growing richer all the time; while those who love themselves more than others, are really growing poorer, 

though they may have the greatest abundance of material gold and silver. There is nothing in their pockets that 

they can carry into another life. 

The Lord has given to every one of us such a pocket. Every time we love others, we put into it the gold and 

silver which the Lord counsels us to get from Him. We put good affections and true thoughts into our minds, 

and they make us rich indeed. They will be "treasures laid up in heaven," which no power can destroy. 

Especially will all we learn from the Bible remain in our memories, if we love it, and try to live according to 

it; and even in this world it will be more valuable to us than it would be if every letter was a gold sovereign. 

And when we go into the heavenly world, it will shine and glow and fill our whole life with warmth and light, 

and multiply in many beautiful forms for ever. 

 
Memory Verse:   

Not everyone ….shall … but he who does ….  Matthew 7:21 
 

For Further Study:  

See verse 27 and 28.  Jesus would have liked to be saved from the terrible death that awaited Him.  But He gave 

up that salvation so that He could provide salvation for men.  Jesus did not give in to His troubled soul.  Instead, 

He asked that His Father be glorified.  We can see in verse 28 that this pleased His Father.  God said that His 

name has already been glorified, because of everything Jesus had already done, including obeying His Father.  

And God said His name would be glorified in the future.   



Can you think of when God’s name was glorified after Jesus’ death? See Luke 24:50-53; Acts 2:46-47 

and 4:31 (there are many times in the book of Acts when the Christians praised God). 

 

When our souls are troubled, it’s natural to want the pain to end quickly.  But remember that even in hard times, 

our God can be glorified.  Read John 14:13; 1 Peter 3:14-16; and 1 Peter 4:11 to see how.  

 
Journal: 

Is there some difficult responsibility you have?  How can you glorify God while you’re trying to get it done?  Is 

there something that worries you or makes you sad?  How can God be glorified while you’re struggling with it?  

Is there someone you’re having trouble getting along with?  How can you God receive glory through you with 

that person? 

 



Oct. 23   Day 296  Luke 21:1-4 

 

I wonder if you feel like you have much in common with the poor old widow in this story?  Do you think you’re 

very much like her? 

 

I never did, until I realized that there are times I feel small, alone, and unable.  Isn’t it hard when everyone 

around you is bigger, stronger, and richer than you?  Think about what it was like for that old widow.  She 

would have depended on others for her daily needs, because she couldn’t have a job herself.  She wouldn’t have 

been noticed by any of the “important” men in the temple, unless it was to scoff at the few pennies she brought 

for her offering.  Have you ever had someone say you weren’t good enough?  Do you think you can appreciate 

how this poor widow felt?  Maybe she wasn’t too different from us. 

 

And yet, this was the person whom Jesus chose to use as an example for His disciples: the one who gave all she 

had, from the bottom of her heart.  She knew there was still something important she could do for God.  She 

could worship, she could pray, she could give.  And she could do these things because she really trusted God in 

her daily life. 

 

The next time you feel small and helpless, remember: God is not finished with you!  He has wonderful plans for 

you, and there is work that even you can do today.  It doesn’t take a big, powerful person to pray for others, 

send an encouraging note, sing a cheerful song, or listen to someone’s problems.  You are serving God when 

you obey your parents and help at home.  It may not be fancy work, but nobody else can do it like you can, and 

it is important to God! 

 

 

 

And whatever you do 

in word or deed, do 

all in the name  

of the Lord….   

Colossians 3:17 



Memory Verse:   

Recite Matthew 7:21 

 

For Further Study:Can you remember some of the good children in the Bible whom you’ve studied?  Read 

Genesis 22:6-8; Judges 11:34-36; 1 Samuel 2:26; and 2 Chronicles 34:1-7 

 

The shepherd boy David is a good example of being brave and faithful even when you seem small and young in 

the sight of others.  Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13 and 17:14-18:4.  David wasn’t famous, rich, or well-educated 

(about the only tangible thing he had “going for him” were his good looks).  Yet, what were the spiritual 

qualities that David had, and what do we know about his faith?  Find examples in the passages you read about 

him. 

 

Journal:Write down your “average daily schedule.”  Most children don’t have a very glamorous life (but then 

again, neither do most adults).  Do you think God cares what you’re doing throughout the day? What kind of 

strength and help do you need from God during each part of your day?  What can you pray about these things? 

 

 

 

  



Oct. 24   Day 297  Mark 13:33-37 
 

When I was a young child, my father studied to become a doctor.  Sometimes he would be gone from home for 

two or three days in a row, working long hours at the hospital and sleeping in a spare apartment nearby so that 

he could be on call for the night shift.  I was so young, I couldn’t keep track of when he was supposed to be 

home or not.  Of course, we were always glad to have my father home.  Sometimes I would have good days at 

school and couldn’t wait to see him so that I could tell him about it.  On other days, I dreaded telling my father 

how I did in school.  I think you can probably guess why! 

 

Jesus tells us to “keep on the alert” for His coming.  When Jesus says that God doesn’t want to find us asleep, 

He is talking about our souls.  Will our souls have given up hope for Him?  Will we be asleep and dead in sin, 

or awake and ready, with love and good works?   

 

Jesus left us with important work to do: spreading the gospel (Matthew 28:19-20).  We have to try to teach as 

many precious souls as we can while we’re here.  We also have to look out for our own precious souls.  If we 

can keep on the alert, then the devil cannot tempt us to sin.   

 

How do we want our Master to find us?  Do we dread His coming, or do we look for it with hope?  Let us look 

for it, and work for it, with hope!  Don’t you know, Jesus is looking forward to that day with us too?   

  

In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; 

 if it were not so, I would have told you;  

for I go to prepare a place for you.   

John 14:2 

 

 

Memory Verse: “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit but with humility of mind regard one another as 

more important than yourselves….”  Philippians 2:3 
 

For Further Study: Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  What were the Thessalonicans worried about?  What did 

Paul tell them in order to comfort them?  Now read Chapter 5:12-22.  These verses tell us some specific things 

we can do so that we are ready for that day.  God didn’t leave us “in the dark” about Christ’s coming.  Even 

though that day is unknown, we can be getting ready for it! 

 

 

“Come now, come now,” one day He will call us, from vapors above us the trumpet shall sound. 

“Come now, come now,” for He judges the righteous; with wonder the princes and nations shall bow. 

The faithful go in to the joy of their Master. while angels and elders send praises around. 

“Come now, come now,” let us seek His appearing; let us joyfully answer: “Amen, Lord, come now.” 

~ Janice Trees, 2007 

 

 
Journal:  

A good friend once told me that sin is very easy to do when you forget about heaven.  Think about that: when 

we forget that we have a heavenly goal, and think only of the things we want right now, then it is easy to sin.  

How often do you think about heaven?  Get a concordance and so a word study on “heaven.”  What kind of 

things did God reveal to us about that wonderful place?



Oct. 25   Day 298  Luke 22:24-30 

 

For the longest time, the Jews had been told that their Messiah, their Savior, would be coming.  They imagined 

that He would be a great, powerful king.  They imagined that He would overthrow the government and live 

richly, ruling over them.  They were confused when Jesus came, calling Himself the Messiah, and spending His 

time tending to the sick, poor, and weak.   

 

Jesus showed us how important it is to serve our fellow man.  He always thought of what was best for others, 

never Himself.  To this end, He willingly went to the cross to die and sacrifice Himself for the sins of mankind. 

 

Sometimes it’s hard to cheerfully and willingly serve others. But think of this: everything that God asks from us 

is small and easy compared to what God asked of Jesus.  Ask God for strength and a willing heart to give what 

others need from you.  Remember that by your kindness, you are not only serving them, you’re serving your 

Master in Heaven. 

 

TEACH US TO SERVE THEE, LORD
2
 

 

Teach us, good Lord, to serve Thee as Thou deservest: 

To give and not to count the cost; 

To fight and not to heed the wounds; 

To toil and not to seek for rest; 

To labor and not ask for any reward 

 Save that of knowing that we do Thy will.  Amen. 

 

~ St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 

 

Memory Verse: “Do nothing from ________ or ______ ______ but with humility of mind regard one another 

as more important than yourselves….”  Philippians 2:3 

  

For Further Study:Look up the word “humility” in the dictionary.  This is an important quality to have if you 

want to be a servant like Christ was.  Read Philippians 2:1-11.  What can we learn from Christ’s humility?  

How did God reward Christ for His humility? 

 
Journal: 

Who is working hard to serve your local congregation?  Who are the elders and deacons?  Who does the 

preaching, teaching, preparing the Lord’s Supper, cleaning the building, checking on the sick, helping the 

widows, greeting visitors, etc.?  Make a list of these people and pray for each of them this week.  Without their 

work, God’s family would be neglected.

                                                 
2
 Bryant, Al. Sourcebook of Poetry. Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan Publishing House, 1968 



Oct. 26   Day 299  John 13:34-35 

 

Jesus showed us a new way to love.  Before Jesus came, people loved whom they wanted to love.  Otherwise, 

they were willing to mistreat others to get what they wanted.  The Israelites were told to “love your neighbor as 

yourself,” which isn’t easy to do.  In these verses, Jesus adds even more difficulty: to love others as He loved 

us. 

 

Jesus loved us more than Himself.  Jesus sacrificed for us.  Even when it hurt Him, He gave the best of Himself 

for us.  That is how we should love others. 

 

Jesus says that when we do this, people will know that we are His children.  Our love for others makes us 

noticed and tells others about God.  We may never be able to have a Bible study with someone, but the way we 

LOVE will show them the true message of the gospel.  Isn’t that great?  You’re like a walking Bible when you 

love others!  What a wonderful job we have to do for Jesus!  

 

Memory Verse: Do nothing from ________ or ______ ______ but with ______ ___ ______ regard one another 

as more important than yourselves…. Philippians 2:3 

 
For Further Study: 

1 Corinthians 13 is sometimes called “The Love Chapter” of the Bible.  Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 and match 

the verse(s) to the following quality of love: loyalty, patience, humility, forgiveness, honesty, kindness, 

unselfishness. 

Did you ever think that true love had so many qualities?  Love isn’t just a warm and fuzzy feeling we 

have inside. When we love someone, and especially when we love God, we will put work and dedication into 

our love.  That’s how God loves us! 

 
Journal: 

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.  Make a chart in your journal with 5 columns like the one below (you may want to 

turn your journal the long way so you’ll have room).  List the verses in the first column.  In the next 4 columns, 

write how you can show these qualities to your family, church, friends, and enemies.  Be specific! 

 

Verses Family Church Friends Enemies 

(list verses 4-8 

here) 

For each verse, 

list something 

you can do for 

your parents 

and/or siblings 

 

Ex: I can be 

patient when 

waiting for my 

turn on the 

computer 

 

Do the same in 

this column and 

the next 2 

  

 



Oct. 27   Day 300  John 16:31-33 
 

What is tribulation?  It means trouble, suffering, misfortune, problems, and distress - all the things that make us 

angry, sad, and hopeless.  Are there some things that bother you and cause you tribulation? 

 

Jesus says that the world is full of trouble. But we can take comfort in knowing that He has overcome this 

world.  When Jesus spoke these words, He knew it wouldn’t be long before He was hung on the cross.  And yet, 

He could speak words of hope and love to His disciples.  He was speaking these words for US also.   

 

Jesus didn’t mean that He will take away our trouble.  But we can know that He is BIGGER than any of our 

troubles.  Our troubles don’t have to make us lose hope.  Our troubles don’t have to make us think God has 

forgotten us.  Our troubles don’t have to tempt us to do wrong or seek a “quick fix.”  Jesus can keep us from 

those things if we remember His love and care for us. 

 

It’s so wonderful to know that Jesus has given us all we need to get through our troubles.  His Word gives us 

comfort and wisdom to solve our problems.  We have our Christian family to teach us, help us, and hug us.  

And we have our hope of Heaven in the future. 

 

With all of these blessings in our hands, we can overcome the world too!   

 

Memory Verse: Do nothing from ________ or ______ ______ but with ______ ___ ______ regard one another 

as ____ ________ than yourselves…. Philippians 2:3 

 

 
For Further Study:  

Right after Jesus gave these words of comfort to His disciples, He lifted up His eyes to Heaven and prayed.  In 

this prayer, He talked to God His love for His disciples and the glory that was waiting in Heaven for everyone 

who believes in Him.  See, for example, John 17:5, 11, and 20.   

God and Jesus love you very, very much.  Even when He was about to go to the cross, Jesus prayed for 

all God’s children, then and now.  We have God’s love, and we have the ability to pray to God whenever we 

want.  Both of those things also help us to overcome our problems in this world. 

 

God does not just expect His children to tolerate the world and move around silently on this earth.  He wants us 

to overcome the world’s problems and sin.  He wants us to be victorious over the devil, and to make a 

difference in the world with our faith and goodness.  What else does the Bible say about overcoming the world?  

See Romans 8:35-37; 1 John 5:4; and Revelation 2:7, 3:5, and 3:21. 

 
Journal: 

Talk to an older Christian this week about a trial or tribulation that they have had to overcome.  Ask them to tell 

you what they learned about God while overcoming their trial. 

 



Oct. 28   Day 301  Matthew 25:31-40 

 

“The Best Fun” is from the book Tiger & Tom and Other Stories for Boys.  Published in 1910, the book can be 

read freely online. 

 

THE BEST FUN 

 

 

 

"Now, boys, I'll tell you how we can have some fun," said Fred Blake to his companions, who had assembled on 

a beautiful, moonlight evening for sliding, snowballing, and fun generally. 

 

"How?" "Where?" "What is it?" asked several eager voices together.  

 

"I heard Widow More tell a man a little while ago," replied Fred, "that she would go to sit up with a sick child 

to-night. She said she would be there about eight o'clock. Now, as soon as she is gone, let's make a big snow 

man on her doorstep so that when she comes home, she cannot get in without first knocking him down." 

 

"Capital!" shouted several of the boys. 

 

"See here," said Charlie Neal, "I'll tell you the best fun." 

 

"What is it?" again inquired several at once. 

 

"Wait awhile," said Charlie. "Who has a wood-saw?" 

 

"I have," "So have I," answered three of the boys. "But what in the world do you want a wood saw for?" 

 

"You shall see," replied Charlie. "It is almost eight o'clock now, so go and get your saws. You, Fred and 

Nathan, get each an axe, and I will get a shovel. Let us all be back here in fifteen minutes, and then I'll show 

you the fun." 

 

The boys separated to go on their several errands, each wondering what the fun could be, and what possible use 

could be made of wood saws and axes, in their play. But Charlie was not only a great favorite with them all, but 

also an acknowledged leader, and they fully believed in him and his promise. 

 

Anxious to know what the "fun" was which Charlie had for them, they made haste, and were soon on hand, with 

their saws, axes, and shovels. 

 

"Now," said Charlie, "Mrs. More is gone, for I met her when I was coming back; so let's be off at once." 

 

"But what are you going to do?" inquired several impatient members of the party. 

 

"You shall see directly," replied the leader, as they approached the humble home of Mrs. More. 

 

"Now, boys," said Charlie, "you see that pile of wood; a man hauled it here this afternoon, and I heard Mrs. 

More tell him that unless she got some one to saw it to-night, she would have nothing to make a fire with in the 

morning. Now, we can saw and split that pile of wood just about as easy as we could build a great snow man, 

and when Mrs. More comes home from her watching, she will be fully as much surprised to find her wood 

sawed, as she would to find a snow man at her doorstep, and a great deal more pleasantly, too. What say you--

will you do it?" 

 



One or two of the boys demurred at first, but the majority were in favor of Charley's project; so all finally joined 

in, and went to work with a will. 

 

"I'll go round to the back of the shed," said Charley, "and crawl through the window and unfasten the door. 

Then we'll take turns in sawing, splitting, and carrying in the wood; and I want to pile it up nicely, and to shovel 

all the snow away from the door; and make a good wide path, too, from the door to the street: What fun it will 

be when she comes home and sees it?" 

 

The boys began to appreciate the fun, for they felt that they were doing a good deed, and experienced the 

satisfaction which always results from well-doing. 

 

It was not a long, wearisome job, for seven robust and healthy boys to saw, split, and pile up the poor widow's 

half-cord of wood, and to shovel a good path. 

 

When it was done, so great was their pleasure, that one of the boys, who objected to the work at first, proposed 

that they should go to a neighboring carpenter's shop, where plenty of shavings could be had for the carrying 

away, and each bring an armful of kindling wood. This they did, and afterward hurried home, all of them more 

than satisfied with the "fun" of the winter evening. 

 

The next morning, when Mrs. More came home, weary from watching by the sick bed, and saw what was done, 

she was very much surprised. When she was told who had done it, by a neighbor, who had witnessed the kindly 

deed, her fervent prayer, "God bless the boys!" was, of itself, an abundant reward for their labors. 

 

Boys and girls, the best fun is always found in doing something that is kind and useful. If you doubt it in the 

least, just try it for yourselves, and you will be convinced.   

 

Memory Verse: Do nothing from ________ or ______ ______ but with ______ ___ ______ regard ___ ______ 

as ____ ________ than yourselves…. Philippians 2:3 

 
For Further Study: 

 

In verse 40 of Matthew 25, Christ specifies that we need to serve “these brothers of Mine, even the least of 

them”.  This shows us how important it is to Christ that we serve those in our Christian family.  Take a look at 

your church directory, or think of the people in your congregation.  Make a list of those who are less fortunate 

than you or who are sick.  Think of the ones who are “strangers” to you, whom you don’t know very well.  Pray 

for these people and think about how you and your family can serve them better. 

 

We have many good examples of how the early Christians served one another.  Can you remember what these 

Christians did? 

Acts 2:44-45 and 12:5 ~ the church at Jerusalem 

Acts 4:36-37 ~ Barnabas 

Acts 9:36-39 ~ Tabitha 

Acts 16:14-15 ~ Lydia 

 
Journal: 

Write out your daily schedule.  How can you be serving others with the things that you do each day?  What 

more can you do to serve others around you? 

 



Oct. 29   Day 302  Luke 23: 50-56 
 

Imagine that you could travel back in time and visit with Jesus’ disciples.  They must have been so sad to be 

preparing His body for burial.  And can you imagine what anguish and confusion the women felt as they 

followed them to the tomb and watched them place Jesus within it.  What would you tell them to help them feel 

better?  Do you think they would believe you? 

 

Looking back now, we can see that it was all part of God’s plan to defeat the devil and save mankind.  But of 

course, in that moment of sadness and fear, the disciples couldn’t have known that. 

 

Jesus wants us to have hope when things go wrong.  We can remember that He rose from the dead, and this 

should give us hope.  Nothing that this world throws at us can be mightier than His power over sin.  It’s the 

same power that will take us to Heaven someday.  Shouldn’t that give us hope too? 

 

Memory Verse: Do nothing from … but with … regard …. Philippians 2:3 

 

For Further Study:How important is it to believe that Christ was raised from the dead?  Can’t we just believe 

that He was a good man who did some good things on earth?  Do we have to believe that He was resurrected 

too?  Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-19 to see how important the resurrection is to Christianity. 

 
Journal: 

Imagine a time in your life when you were also confused, afraid, and sad.  If you could travel back in time, what 

would you tell yourself? 

 



Oct. 30   Day 303  John 20:30-31 
 

Why did God give us the Bible?  Did He just want to give us a bunch of rules to remember?  Did He want to 

make our lives harder so that we couldn’t have any fun?  Did He want to give people something to argue over? 

 

Try to memorize these verses in John.  God gave us His Word so that we could have something to believe in.  

And this belief not only makes our lives more peaceful and blessed – it is a belief that leads to eternal life! 

 

If someone gave you a recipe to make your own gold, what would you do with that recipe?  If someone gave 

you a map to buried treasure, what would you do with the map?  How important is the Word of God to you? 

 

These verses not only show us the Words importance – they show us OUR importance to God.  He didn’t leave 

the path to Heaven a secret.  He gave us the Bible so that we could find our way! 

 

If you wonder why you have to learn a certain story from the Bible, or if a commandment seems confusing, 

remember that it’s all there because God wants you to believe in Christ.  This means learning about how God 

planned for our salvation, how Christ lived and died and rose from the dead, and how we should grow to be like 

Christ.  A life with Christ is a saved life, and it is the kind of life we should want to have.  We are very blessed 

that God has given us His Word to show us how. 

 

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our 

children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.  Deuteronomy 29:29 
 

 

Memory Verse: Recite Philippians 2:3 

 
 

For Further Study: 

Just as the Word of God can help people to believe, it can also show us who does not believe.  God’s Word 

demands that we make a decision about obeying Him or not.  We can’t just read it and then ignore it – that in 

itself shows that we don’t believe Him.  Read Mark 4:10-12.  The person who truly loves God will be changed 

by His Word – we use the term “converted.”   You can learn more about this in Psalm 19:7; Matthew 18:3; and 

James 5:19-20. 

 

Christ is the focus of the Bible; Christ is the living Word.  See John 1:1.   Do you remember the three main parts 

of the Bible?  See the Bible lesson for January 1
st
 if you can’t remember.  Can you remember the themes of the 

Old Testament, 4 gospels, and the New Testament epistles?   

 
Journal: 

Write down some of the things that you believe about Christ.  Have this list handy – you may have to teach it to 

someone someday! 



Oct. 31   Day 303  Matthew 28:18-20 
 

These verses are sometimes called “The Great Commission.”  Christ gave the apostles a wonderful job.  This 

job, to make disciples of all men, has been passed down to Christians today.   

 

Christ could do this because all authority was given to Him by God.  Christ had already risen from the dead at 

this time, so He was VICTORIOUS over death and the devil.  Now He rules as King, and He is looking for 

disciples to follow Him.  Christ wants people everywhere to be saved and be His disciples. 

 

The word “disciple” means a student.  A disciple is someone who follows the teaching of a master.  Christians 

are called disciples of Jesus Christ (Acts 11:26).  We want to be like our Master, so we follow what He taught 

us (John 8:31).   

 

I really like Matthew 28:20, where Christ says He will always be with His disciples.  Christ is always near to 

His disciples, because He loves them.  He is not only their Master; He is their Brother.  Christ’s disciples are 

part of a family.   

 

So in these verses, we have three important messages: that Christ has all authority, that Christ has a job for us, 

and that Christ will be with us always.  Every time someone becomes a Christian, he’s given this same message.  

It will be passed on and on, throughout all generations, until Christ returns.  And YOU can be part of that 

wonderful legacy every time you tell someone about Jesus!   

 
Memory Verse:  

Review your memory verses for this month ~ James 5:16; John 15:5; Matthew 7:21; and Philippians 2:3 

What kind of plant is an example of our relationship with Jesus? 

Will everyone who acts religious be saved? 

How powerful is prayer? 

How should Christians act towards one another? 

 
For Further Study: 

Paul gave some directions to the young preacher Timothy that are very similar to Christ’s “Great Commission.”  

Read 2 Timothy 4:1-4.  What did Timothy need to be prepared to do?  Why did Paul want Timothy to know the 

Scripture? 

 

Journal:Make two columns in your journal today.  Title the first column “Master,” and the second column, 

“Disciple.”  In the “Master” column, write down some qualities of Christ.  For example, He was humble, 

giving, and brave.  In the second column, write down things you do that show you are like Christ.  What do you 

do that shows you are humble, giving, brave, etc.? 


