
Nov. 1   Day 305  Acts 1:1-8 
 

The book of Acts was written to the “most excellent Theophilus.”  The name Theophilus means “lover of God.”   

 

In the first verse, it is written that God wanted an account of all the things that were done by Jesus and the first 

disciples.  We also read that many of the disciples were “eyewitnesses and servants of the word.”  They knew 

Christ while He was on earth.  They lived the life that the Bible tells us to live.  They were not just men who 

made up some rules for us; they lived and died so that we could have the gospel.  Verse 8 says that they took 

this gospel to other countries, so that it could eventually be preached all over the world. 

 

What a wonderful task the disciples were given.  Because of their dedication to this task, we can hold God’s 

Word in our hands.  Do you want to be a disciple of Christ also?  We must love His Word, read it and make it 

live through us.  Do you love God?  Are you a Theophilus? 

 

Memory Verse:  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 

training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 

3:16-17. 

 
For Further Study: 

Read Psalm 119:1-16.  In fact, try to make time this week to read the entire thing; it is priceless.  What kind of 

importance did the psalmist place on God’s Word?  Does the psalmist ever sound as if he isn’t sure of what God 

wants from him?   

 
Journal: 

Think about a person who could be called “Theophilus.”  How would he live up to this name?  Are you living 

up to this name?  What can you pray about it? 

 

 

 



Nov. 2   Day 306  Acts 11:19-26 
 

Sometimes when we read the stories of Bible heroes like Abraham and Moses, or of Peter and Paul, it’s hard to 

imagine how we could be like those great men who did such amazing and dangerous things.  How can we have 

a faith so great? 

 

But when I read the story of Barnabas, I can see that God does not expect us to do “amazing” things.  He just 

wants us to be the best that we can be.   

 

Look at the great things Barnabas did: 

 He rejoiced with the new Christians at Antioch. 

 He encouraged them (put courage in them) to remain true to the Lord. 

 He was full of the Holy Spirit (this may mean he could do miracles, but it could also mean he knew his 

Bible really well, since the Holy Spirit was the messenger of God’s Word).  

 He had faith. 

 He brought Saul (Paul), a new Christian, to Antioch to meet other disciples.  This would have been very 

encouraging for Saul. 

 

I could never be as “amazing” as Abraham or Peter.  But I can be like Barnabas!  I can… 

 … rejoice with and encourage others. 

 … study my Bible and have a strong faith. 

 … help new Christians and new church members meet others. 

 

Later on in Acts, Barnabas takes the opportunity to travel with Paul on a missionary journey.  Do you think 

Barnabas would’ve been able to do that if he had not already been serving others and living a Christian life?  

We don’t know what God has in store for us, or where He might send us in the future, but the time to prepare 

for that is now.   There’s a job for all of us in God’s family, and every job is important. 

 

Memory Verse:  All ___________ is inspired by ___ and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 

training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 

3:16-17. 
 

For Further Study: 

Ephesians 5:18 says that we should be “filled with the Spirit.”  How can we do that?  Read verses 15-21 and 

write down all the different ways we can be “Spirit-filled.” 

 
Journal: 

Take a look at your church directory.  Are there some members that you don’t know as well as others?  Make it 

a point to speak to those persons at the assembly and talk to your parents about how you can know them better. 



Nov. 3   Day 307  Acts 17:10-15 

 

These are wonderful verses that show us how the Word of God works in good hearts.  The Bereans 

SEARCHED – they really studied.  They searched the SCRIPTURE – they did not just listen to what men said 

or wrote.  And they searched DAILY – they really loved the Word and wanted to learn about God as much as 

they could. 

 

Many people decide what they want to do, then look into the Bible for a justification to do it.  They look to find 

a commandment that seems to allow it, or to make sure there is no explicit commandment against it.  But the 

Bereans desired to know what God really wanted from them.  When they listened to someone teaching, they 

searched in their Bibles to see if it was true.  They didn’t follow after men, or after their own desires.   

 

In verse 12, it says that many of the Bereans believed.  Because they had good hearts and they studied the Word 

of God, they were able to become believers.  This means they were Christians, and they were saved. 

 

In the following verses, you can see how their beliefs changed their lives.  They helped Paul escape from the 

Jews of Thessalonica.  Some of them even accompanied Paul as far as Athens (about 200 miles away).  This 

wouldn’t have been an easy thing to do if they weren’t already convinced that Paul was an apostle, and that they 

had a duty to him. 

 

God can work in us the same way He did with the Bereans.  God provided us with the Bible, which is the only 

way to know Him.  We need to make sure we have eager, honest hearts that want to learn and please our God. 

The Word can change us, change our lives, and count us blessed, like the Bereans.   

 

Since you also “search the Scripture daily,” you’re already on your way to those blessings!  What a good Bible 

student you’re becoming! 

 

Memory Verse:  All ___________ is inspired by ___ and profitable for _____, for ______, for correction, for 

training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 

3:16-17. 
 

For Further Study: 

Berea was the hometown of Sopater, who accompanied Paul to Macedonia (Acts 20:4).  On this journey also 

were Paul’s friends Luke, Timothy, Tychicus, and Gaius.  You may have already heard of Luke and Timothy.  

Read Ephesians 6:21, Romans 16:23, and 3 John 1 to learn a little bit about Tychicus and Gaius if you have not 

heard of them before.  Sopater the Berean was in good company on his travels!   

     I don’t think Sopater would have been allowed to go on such a strenuous and demanding journey with Paul if 

he had been just a “so-so” Christian (see Acts 15:37-38 for an example). We don’t know a lot about Sopater, but 

we know where he came from: Berea.  I think those “noble-minded” Christians in Berea might have had a hand 

in preparing him to work and serve with the apostle Paul and other faithful men, to spread the gospel in the 

early days of Christ’s church.  And here we are today, benefiting from their hard work! 

 
Journal: 

Look at the verses assigned for today’s reading.  Imagine that someone is writing these verses about your 

family.  What would they say about your faith in God?  What would they say about your reaction to the 

Scriptures?  What would they say about the things you’ve done for brethren? 

 



Nov. 4   Day 308  Acts 19:11-20 
 

The people of Ephesus had been practicing sorcery.  This is more than just magic tricks.  They were actually 

trying to do things like tell the future, speak to the dead, and other evils.  Their witchcraft was their religion. 

 

When these Ephesians became Christians, they burned all their magic books.  They could see that sorcery and 

witchcraft are not approved by God.   

 

Do you remember when God told the Israelites not to worship idols? God wants us to trust in Him, not in some 

other powers.  In Bible times, the devil really did give power to sorcerers and magicians.   

 

There are many people who are interested in witchcraft today.  They might even call it “white magic” to make it 

sound safe.  We should know that it isn’t. 

 

Would you be willing to get rid of something if it meant you would serve God better?   

 

Then Jesus said to him, “Begone, Satan!  

For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God,  

and serve Him only.’”   

Matthew 4:10 

 

Memory Verse:  All ___________ is inspired by ___ and profitable for _____, for ______, for _______, for 

training in ____________; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 

3:16-17. 
 

For Further Study: 

How can we make it easier for us to let go of something in order to serve God?  Read Matthew 18:7-11.  In 

verse 7, Jesus said that there are stumbling blocks in the world.  In verses 8 and 9 He shows us that stumbling 

blocks also come from inside – from our own desires and wishes.  How can we give these things up? 

     We have to remember that our souls are valuable.  They are more valuable than anything on earth, and any 

desires we might have.  Our souls belong to God, who is our Father in Heaven (verse 10).  Jesus came to earth 

and died so that all souls could have a chance at eternal life (verse 11).   

     Once we start realizing how important our souls are, we can realize the importance of the souls of others as 

well.  We would want to get rid of any habits or possessions that could be a stumbling block to any of God’s 

little children. 

 
Journal: 

Do you have any superstitions?  What’s wrong with being superstitious?



Nov. 5  Day 309  Acts 27:9-25 
 

The book of Acts records many of Paul’s adventures.  He was an apostle who traveled all over to preach the 

Word.  During his travels, he was beaten, imprisoned, whipped, and shipwrecked.  What a full life he led! 

 

In today’s reading, Paul is on his way to Rome when his boat is caught in a terrible storm, and the ship is 

wrecked on an island.  They’ve already run out of food.  Yet, is Paul depressed?  He ends up encouraging 

everybody.  An angel of God tells him that he’s going to make it to Rome, where he’s going to talk to Caesar, 

the emperor.  Can you imagine having to talk to an emperor? 

 

Paul had many things happen to him, yet he never stopped telling people about Christ.  Whether he was talking 

to a group of sailors on a storm-tossed boat, or before the throne of the Caesar, he was going to spread the Good 

News.  Let’s be excited about the Gospel, just like Paul.  No matter what comes our way, let us remember that 

God is with us and has great plans for our lives! 

 

Memory Verse:  All ___________ is inspired by ___ and profitable for _____, for ______, for _______, for 

training in ____________; so that the man of God may be _______, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 

3:16-17. 

 
For Further Study: 

Can you think of other times in the Bible when angels have appeared to help, instruct, and encourage God’s 

people?  Take some time today to review the ones you know.  There are several appearances in the book of Acts 

alone ~ Acts 1:10-11, 5:19-20, 8:26; 10:3-4, and 12:7. 

 
Journal: 

List the three best things that have ever happened to you.  List the three worse things that have ever happened to 

you.  How could you have taught people about Jesus during these times? 

 



Nov. 6   Day 310  Romans 1:13-19 
 

Paul certainly was not someone who was ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  He gave his life to preaching 

and teaching others.  Paul was absolutely certain that the Bible could save every man on earth.  Nothing else is 

needed for man to find salvation.  He only has to read the Bible, believe God’s Word, and obey it.  Isn’t that 

what verse 17 is telling us in today’s reading?  We have to live by faith, and make God’s Word part of our daily 

lives.  That is how the Word saves us.  Isn’t it wonderful to have all that power in our hands? 

 

The lesson, “Good Advice” was written by Bruce S. Wright and published in A Children’s Six Minutes in 1922.  

Now out of print, the book may be read freely online. 

 

Most of us, men and women as well as girls and boys, do not take kindly to advice. We very much prefer that 

people keep their advice to themselves. There are times, however, when we are compelled to listen to advice, 

because of the source. Here is a bit of advice that commands our attention. It is from the great English novelist, 

Charles Dickens. 

 

Charles Dickens' youngest boy, Edward, left home when he was sixteen years of age and went to Australia. His 

father wrote him a parting letter, which is worthwhile for all boys, whether or not they leave home. In that letter 

the great Dickens said, 

 

"I put a New Testament among your books for the very same reasons and with the very same hopes that made 

me write an easy account of it for you when you were a little child. Because it is the best book that ever was or 

ever will be in the world. And because it teaches you the best lessons by which any human creature who tries to 

be truthful and faithful to duty can possibly be guided. As your brothers have gone away, one by one, I have 

written to each such words as I am now writing to you and have entreated them all to guide themselves by this 

book, putting aside the interpretations and inventions of men. Never abandon the wholesome practice of saying 

your own private prayers, night and morning. I have never abandoned it myself, and I know the comfort of it." 

 

Now that we are done reading this letter it does not sound like advice at all, does it. It is all so wholesome and 

sturdy that we feel like speaking right out loud, "Thank you, Mr. Dickens, thank you very much." 

 

Memory Verse:  All ___________ is inspired by ___ and profitable for _____, for ______, for _______, for 

training in ____________; so that the man of God may be _______, equipped for ____ ____ ____.  2 Timothy 

3:16-17. 

 
For Further Study: 

If you keep reading in the rest of Romans chapter 1, you will see what happens when people do not believe in 

the power of God.  Starting with verse 21, what sins occur when people do not heed God’s Word?  Take special 

note of the fact that God sees all sins as evil, and there are no “big” or “small” sins in God’s eyes.  We should 

learn to appreciate how serious sin is, and keep training our hearts to learn how to be like Jesus. 

 
Journal: 

Think of yourself five years ago.  Write a letter to your younger self, telling him or her why it’s important to 

learn God’s Word. 

 



Nov. 7   Day 311  Romans 5:6-8 
 

It’s important for us to remember that God did not wait for man to be good before He did something good for 

him.  That is true, real, love, what the Greeks called agape (pronounced “Ah-ga-pay”) love.   

 

Agape love means doing the best thing for somebody, even when it’s hard for you, and maybe even when it’s 

hard for them.  It means loving somebody even when they act unlovable.  What do these verses tell us that 

Christ did to show His love? 

 

Agape love means I will love others who seem unlovable.  This doesn’t mean I have to run up and kiss them.  It 

doesn’t even mean I have to like them.  It means I will do what’s best for them – the poor man on the street, the 

brother who teases me, and the adult who loses his temper.  Yes, even when it feels hard and the other person is 

doing nothing to deserve our good will, we have to do what is best for our soul and the other person’s soul.  We 

have to keep ourselves from doing wrong, and help the other person do better for God.   

 

Agape love means I will… 

 ♥ forgive, even when I am still angry. 

 ♥ tell my friend when he sins, even if it means he won’t like hearing it. 

♥ save some money for the church collection even though there are other things I want to buy. 

♥ defend someone weaker than me, even if it means I’ll be unpopular with “the crowd” 

♥ not spread gossip, even if I think it’s true or it will make me noticed by others 

 

Agape love usually means NOT choosing the easy way.  This is a hard lesson to learn - even Mommy and 

Daddy are still learning it!  Let’s help each other to be more loving, just as Christ loved us!  

 

Memory Verse:  All Scripture is…..and profitable for ….; so that …., equipped for ____ ____ ____.  2 Timothy 

3:16-17. 

 
For Further Study: 

Read these verses and discuss them: Romans 12:19-21; Galatians 6:1-2; 1 Peter 3:15-16.  What would be the 

easy thing to do in these circumstances?  How do these verses show us real, true agape love?  . 

 
Journal: 

Read Ephesians 5:22 all the way through chapter 6:9.  If everyone in the family followed these rules of agape 

love, what would a godly family look like?  How can you show agape love in your family? 

 



Nov. 8    Day 312   Romans 8:31-39 
 

Sometimes our problems feel like big mountains that we have to climb.  When friends hurt our feelings, when 

we can’t have the things we want, when we have to wait for something, when it’s hard to be good – there are 

many things in this world that we have to face.  It can sometimes feel like our problems are too big for us. 

 

Have you ever seen a picture or TV show of someone climbing a mountain?  Sometimes when people climb 

mountains, they have to use long ropes to pull themselves up.  I’ve heard mountain climbers say that the rope 

they buy can be very expensive – precisely because their life depends on its strength!  God’s love is like that 

rope.  It’s very strong and can help us get to the top of our problems.  The Bible says that nothing will ever 

break that rope.  God promises that He will never leave us. 

 

What a wonderful promise!  Don’t forget that God loves you so much.  He wants to be with you all the time, in 

good and bad moments.  Keep Him near you by learning the Bible, by praying, and by doing good works.  Then 

when you come to a mountain, your rope will be easy to find! 
 

Memory Verse:  Recite 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 

 

 
For Further Study: 

One thing that can make our “mountains” feel smaller is to remember to look at things from God’s perspective, 

not man’s.  Ask yourself: What kind of things in this world are important to people… and are these the same 

things that are important to God?  Some of the “mountains” that young people have trouble with include… 

Popularity ~ why can’t I have a lot of friends; why can’t I belong to the “in” crowd; why can’t I go to 

dances; why can’t I date?  What does God think of these things?  Read John 12:42-43 and Acts 12:1-3.  How 

popular was Christ?  What “in” crowd did He ever care about?  Where did He look for love, affection, and 

caring? 

Possessions ~ why can’t I have my own money; why can’t I have the things my friends have?  

Remember that greed is like idolatry (Colossians 3:9).  Could you imagine bowing down and worshipping a 

statue of a dollar bill?  Or a statue of a car, or a video game?  How much money or possessions did Christ have?  

What did He spend His time seeking? 

Pursuits ~ wishing we could be independent, wanting freedom from our parents; wanting to make our 

own rules.  It is natural for a young person to want to “cut loose” and have more freedom.  Since your birth, 

mom and dad have been trusting you with more and more things, but there are days when you feel like you 

should be trusted with more.  Read Matthew 6:24 and Romans 6:17-19.  There is no one on earth who is really 

free.  We all have masters, and even your mom and dad have people in authority over them.  Shall we serve sin 

or shall we serve God?  Shall we serve ourselves or shall we serve others?  While there is time, mom and dad 

want to teach you, little by little, how to be a “slave” to righteousness.  Pray to God that you can learn those 

things quickly and thoroughly ~ then you will be trusted with more! 

 
Journal: 

Draw a mountain in your journal today.  What are some of the problems, temptations, or worries that you’re 

trying to overcome?  List the Bible verses that can help you overcome these things.  If you can’t think of any, 

try using the concordance at the back of your Bible.  Also, think of Bible characters who had to face the same 

problems.  Think about how they overcame.  Hebrews 11 is a good place to start your research. 

 

 



 

Nov. 9    Day 313   Romans 10:1-18 
 

Even if you are used to having someone else read the Bible to you during your daily Bible study, it will help to 

actually have the verses in front of you for today’s lesson. 

 

Sometimes I think there’s nothing more dangerous in this world than a very religious person who doesn’t take 

the time to read their Bible.  There are so many people in the world who have “zeal,” a love like a fire for their 

religion.  Yet, it is “zeal not according to knowledge,” because even though they say they believe in God, they 

do not serve Him the way that the Bible says to serve Him. 

 

Paul had the same problem with the Jews in His day. The Jews had their own rules for righteousness, which was 

based on the law of Moses (although they had added to it a lot). But Romans 10:3 says they did not know about 

God’s righteousness.  What is God’s righteousness?  What does God want us to believe?  Verse 4 says that it is 

Christ.  God wants man to believe in and follow Christ.   

 

Verse 8 says that you can find out about Christ from the word of faith, which was given to us through the 

apostles.  Verse 9 says that you have to be willing to confess Christ, and say that He is really the Son of God.   

 

Verses 14-17 show that this confession cannot come without learning Christ’s Word.   

 

Verse 18 says that the Bible was preached to all men.  God’s Word is available to everyone ~ what a blessing 

that is! 

 

As you read the Bible and think about Christ, make sure that the things you are doing are according to God’s 

righteousness, not any man’s idea of righteousness.  Build up that zeal for God that is based on the Truth.  Pray 

to God to help you become wise.  He loves you so much and doesn’t want you to be led wrong!   
 

Memory Verse:  “I know, O LORD, that a man's way is not in himself, Nor is it in a man who walks to direct 

his steps.”  Jeremiah 10:23 
 

For Further Study: 

Part of the book of Romans is a message for Jewish Christians to put away the law of Moses and live under the 

commandments of Christ.  Celebrating the Passover, tithing, worshipping on Saturdays, and other Jewish 

customs would be wrong to bind on Christians today.  They are Jewish traditions, and not part of the New 

Testament church. 

 The book of Galatians has a similar message.  See Galatians 3:24-25 ~ what was the purpose of the Old 

Law?  Putting ourselves under that Law again is like denying that Christ ever came!   

Galatians 2:21 tells us that if someone wants to be “saved” by the Old Law, then he is saying Christ died 

for no good reason. 

See Galatians 5:3.  If you insist upon one part of the Law, what else do you have to keep?  Keeping the 

whole Law of Moses would include animal sacrifices, a very strict diet, special clothing, and many other laws!  

Do we really want to see the Old Law in effect today? 

Let’s be thankful that we don’t have to live under that Old Law.  Men don’t have to be “slaves” to it 

anymore.  Read Galatians 4:4-7.  What does God want us to be instead?  Isn’t that ever so much better? 

 
Journal: 

Read verse 15.  Do you know anyone with “beautiful feet?”  Who are the people who have loved you enough to 

teach you God’s Word?  Pray for them and find a way to thank them. 



Nov. 10   Day 314   1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

 

How fast can you run? 

 

My children love to run races.  They love to WIN races.  Everybody loves to be the fastest.  Some people can 

run very fast, but only for a short time.  That is called sprinting.  Do you know anyone who can sprint?  I once 

watched a Jamaican man one the television break the world record for running speed.  He was called the fastest 

man in the world. 

 

Have you ever heard of a marathon?  A marathon is a race where the winner is not the fastest – the winner is the 

one who can last the longest.  It is a race of endurance, not speed. That’s the kind of “race” that the Christian 

runs. It’s not a race that we can hurry - it takes our whole lives.   

 

Usually you have something you are running to.  Where do you think the Christian’s race ends?  Paul tells us to 

run your race like you want to WIN.  Don’t run “without aim.”   

 

A person doesn’t just get up one morning and decide to run a race.  The runner is always practicing, training, 

and exercising so that he can run well.  Paul says to “buffet” our bodies and make them our slaves.  We have to 

discipline ourselves so that we can win this race.  Reading the Bible, singing Bible songs, going to church, and 

doing good things all make us better “racers.”   

 

The Christian race is not easy, but the rewards are great.  Do you want to win that race?  God says we can.  It’s 

possible with His help.  Ready, set, go! 

 

Memory Verse:  “I know, O LORD, that a man's way is ___ __ _______, Nor is it in a man who walks to direct 

his steps.”  Jeremiah 10:23 

 
For Further Study: 

Would you rather run a race by yourself, or run with a team?  It helps me to run the Christian race when I 

remember that I am not alone.  Hebrews 11 is a well-known chapter of the Bible that lists the names and works 

of different Bible characters.  Hebrews 12:1 reminds us that these people were able to run the race, and they are 

an example to us to endure and keep running.  Read these other encouraging verses about endurance: Matthew 

10:22; 1 Corinthians 15:58; James 1:12 and 5:11. 

 

The Christian’s race often involves “fleeing” from sin and “pursuing” holiness.  Use your concordance or the 

internet to look up these words in the Bible.  How are they used?  What are we told to flee and pursue?  What 

kind of advice is given to us about doing these things? 

 
Journal: 

Find some of the older Christians you know and ask them about their race to Heaven.  What was it like when 

they began?  What kind of obstacles did they meet?  What made the race easy, and what made it hard?  How do 

they feel about it now that they are older? 

 



Nov. 11    Day 315   1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

 

How to be Happy was written by Lydia Sigourney and published in 1833.  This little book of spiritual advice is 

now in the public domain and may be read freely online. 

BE A FRIEND TO YOUR COMPANIONS 

You have little playmates with whom you like to spend your holiday hours. Never quarrel with, or be unkind 

to them. If you hear them use any improper word, or see them do any improper action, advise them to a 

different course. If they are happy, and praised by others for their good behavior, rejoice with them. If you feel 

provoked at any thing while you are with them, use no angry words. It is better to leave off playing, than to 

contend. The excellent poet, Dr. Watts, says in his hymns for children, 

Hard names, and threats, and bitter words 

Which are but noisy breath,  

May end in blows, and naked swords,  

In discord and in death. 

Sad accidents have sometimes come from little quarrels among playmates. Try to make your companions 

happy, and they will love you better. Be willing to give up your wishes to theirs. Do not take pleasure in 

publishing their faults. Be happy to oblige them when it is in your power. If you treat them in this manner, you 

will learn how to be a good friend when you grow up.  

To be capable of true friendship is a great virtue. If you would be capable of it, you must try not to be selfish, 

but to study the happiness of others.  We have examples in the Bible and in History, of the most unchangeable 

friendship. The story of David and Jonathan is an instance of it…. I hope you will have the blessing of a true 

friend, and be capable also of being a true friend yourself, when you become men and women. So it will be wise 

to learn what the duties of friendship are, while you are children. 

Memory Verse:  “I know, O LORD, that a man's way is ___ __ _______, Nor is it in _ ___ ___ ____ to direct 

his steps.”  Jeremiah 10:23 

 
For Further Study: 

Read the account of David and Jonathan’s friendship in 1 Samuel 20.  Then read about David’s care for 

Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth, in 2 Samuel 9.   

 Look back at your Bible reading in 1 Corinthians 13.  How did Jonathan and David show these qualities 

of love for one another? 

 

 
Journal: 

Make 3 columns in your journal today.  In the first column, list some of the qualities of love in 1 Corinthians 

13.  In the second column, write how you demonstrate each quality to your best friend.  In the third column, 

write how you would demonstrate it to an enemy.  Then read Luke 6:27 and Romans 5:6-8 as you think about 

your journal entry today. 

 



Nov. 12    Day 316  2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 
 

Have you ever run a three-legged race?  Runners are paired up, with the leg of one runner tied to the leg of 

another runner.  They have to learn to run together, keeping their feet in step with one another.  If you are tied to 

someone smaller than you, you have to learn to take smaller steps.  Or the smaller person has to learn to take 

bigger steps.  It’s not easy to do!   

 

The Bible warns us not to let our hearts be bound (tied to) to unbelievers.  This doesn’t mean that we can’t be 

friends with people who aren’t Christians.  How would the gospel ever be spread if we weren’t? 

 

To be “bound” means to have a special relationship with them, to share your life, dreams, and plans with them.  

Whomever you are bound to is the one you will run with.  Because you are “tied together,” you would have to 

learn to run like that person.  What if that person is not running properly?  If that person is an unbeliever, or a 

sinful person, pretty soon you will be running the same way. 

 

God wants us to be bound to Him and His family.  He wants to be our Father, and for us to be His sons and 

daughters.  This means our Christian family should be our closest, dearest friends. 

 

What a wonderful thing, to be bound to the Almighty Creator, and those who love Him!  We are sure to win the 

race then!  
 

Memory Verse:  “I know, O LORD, that a man's way is ___ __ _______, Nor is it in _ ___ ___ ____ to ___ 

___ ______.”  Jeremiah 10:23 

 
For Further Study: 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:33 and Proverbs 13:20.  See also Exodus 23:2 and Proverbs 24:1.  We have to be very 

careful about the people we choose to spend our time with, because they can have a great influence on us.   

And what about us?  Shouldn’t we make sure we aren’t the ones that make others run foolishly or 

sinfully?  We can be an influence for good or bad also.  That is why study, prayer, and learning from the good 

examples of others will help us become wiser about choosing the right friends. 

   
Journal: 

Make two lists in your journal: “good influence”, and “bad influence”.  List all the ways that a friend could be 

an influence, for good and bad, in these areas: faith, family relationships, school, money, and health.  



Nov. 13    Day 317    2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 

Today’s reading is about giving.  We should always be ready to give to others, especially Christians.  Paul told 

the Corinthians that God would provide for them, so that they could then provide for others. 

 

We are commanded to give some money at church every week.  But giving doesn’t just have to be money.  

People might need clothes, food, or attention.  They may be sick and need help with their chores.  They may be 

sad and need a note saying you’re thinking about them.  They may be going through trials and need you to pray 

for them.  These are all things that we can give to one other. 

 

Verses 11 and 12 reminds us that being thankful is part of giving properly.  Thankfulness makes it easy to be 

generous to others.  When you can look around and see all the wonderful things God has given you, it makes 

you realize that there is so much to share. When Paul traveled and worked, he also helped make sure that no 

Christian was in need.  Other Christians were asked to share their blessings with those in need.  And all of them 

were offering thanksgiving to God – both the giver and the receiver.  Isn’t that a wonderful thing? 

 
 

Memory Verse:  I know, O LORD, that … Nor is it ….  Jeremiah 10:23 

 
For Further Study: 

What else does the Bible say about the kind of attitude we should have about giving?  Read these examples and 

think about the kind of giving hearts God wants us to have: Matthew 5:38-6:4; Luke 21:1-4; Acts 4:34-35; Acts 

20:35 

   
Journal: 

What has God given you?  What can you give to others? 



Nov. 14    Day 318    Galatians 3:24-28 
 

In Bible times, people were mistreated because of the color of their skin or the family to which they were born.  

The Jews thought that non-Jews were no better than dogs.  You’ve probably learned about problems between 

different races all throughout history.   

 

It’s very sad when people think they are better than others just because of the way they look.  They can’t see 

past someone’s body and notice their precious soul.  God made people in many shapes, sizes, and colors.  Even 

twins are not exactly alike.  Everyone has something about them that makes them different from everyone else.  

It’s part of God’s amazing power that He can make each person different in some special way. 

 

How can men from all different parts of the world, men who look so different on the outside, be united?  Paul 

wrote in Galatians that we can all be united in Christ through baptism. Christ did not pick and choose who 

would be saved.  ANYONE who obeys God can be a Christian.  This is because God sees all souls as precious.  

He doesn’t want anyone to be left out of the chance to be in Heaven with Him. 

 

Let us strive to be more like Christ and see the precious souls in all people.  Then we will be more willing to 

teach them about God, and extend the hope of salvation to them.  After all, isn’t that what someone is doing for 

you? 

 

Memory Verse:  Recite Jeremiah 10:23 

 
For Further Study: 

God always planned to save the Gentiles.  He never planned for the Jews to be His only people.  Remember, He 

chose the Israelites so that Christ could come from them, but Christ died for all men.  Read Genesis 22:18, 

Psalm 22:27; and Daniel 7:14. 

 

With the above promises in mind, you would have to wonder why there are people who still judge others on the 

basis of the color of their skin.  We need to remember that every soul is precious (John 3:16); that every man 

has a spirit like God’s (Genesis 1:27); that all men, no matter their color, have sin (Romans 3:23); and that God 

has made a way for all people, no matter their color, to be part of His family.  Read Acts 10:28 and Romans 

10:12. 

   
Journal: 

How does it feel to look different from everyone around you?  If you don’t know how it feels, talk to someone 

about it.  Better yet, talk to white Christians who have traveled to other countries and ask them how it felt to be 

in the minority.  



Nov. 15    Day 319    Galatians 6:4-10 

 

The fall season in Texas is almost like a second spring.  It’s delightfully warm during the day but cooler in the 

evenings.  We have our fall rains that last for a few days, which is always good for the fields and gardens.  

Many people do “fall planting,” which means to plant certain seeds, bushes, and trees in anticipation of the 

spring.  We put these little plants in the ground so that they can grow, rest during the winter, and then bloom 

and multiply in the spring.  It’s always fun to plant little pods and nuts, not knowing what will come of them in 

the springtime.  There’ve been times during the long, gray winter, when I’ve forgotten what’s asleep in my 

garden.  But in the springtime, the plants come back to remind me. 

 

The law of sowing (planting) and reaping (harvesting) is a natural law that God made for this world.  The 

farmer knows it, and the Christian should know it too.  Whatever we plant, whether good works or evil, will be 

harvested one day.  Sometimes we forget about this law because our “fruit” doesn’t show up right away.  

Perhaps we think the law isn’t true, or that God is asleep.  But the Bible tells us “be not deceived.”  Everything 

we do has a consequence, which is a big word for “result.”  You may not see your fruit right away, but “be not 

deceived,” the things you do will reap something later on. 

 

Therefore, should we grow weary even if our good works aren’t noticed?    Should we take the time to be good 

to our Christian family, even if we don’t see results right away?  What do these verses in Galatians tell us? 

 

God says that we will reap in due time.  The farmer has to be able to keep in mind that harvest time will 

eventually come.  He knows that he will be blessed for his hard work.  God says that we will be blessed also.  

We have to remember to see these blessings and thank God for them. 

 

Memory Verse:  “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell 

on these things.” Philippians 4:8 

 
For Further Study: 

Consider verse 10 of today’s reading.  Christians are not allowed to live in a bubble or like an island.  We are part 

of a “household of faith,” a community of believers.  Everyone must do their part in working together and 

caring for one another.  Whom can the child of God bless with his good works?  Read 1 Timothy 5:8, James 

1:27, and Luke 10:25-37.   

 
Journal: 

Notice how tiny some seeds are!  Sin can start with the tiniest seed – like an angry thought or a cruel word.  

That’s why we must be careful with the things that we say and do.  And when we sin, we try to quickly ask God 

to help us.  Our souls are precious things!  If your soul were a garden, what would be blooming there?  Is it a 

lovely place where God and Christ would want to join you? 



Nov. 16    Day 320    Ephesians 3:13-21 

 

These verses have always been such an encouragement to me.  When sad things happen or when hard times 

come, it’s easy to think that God has forgotten about us.  Paul told the Ephesians not to lose heart because at the 

news of his sufferings, but to be strengthened.  God would give them this strength through the Spirit (the Word 

of God).  By reading their Bibles, they would learn how much Christ loved them. They would learn to obey 

Him, and then He would dwell in their hearts.  This would give them strength and spiritual power to endure 

hard times. 

 

Then Paul gave the Ephesians a wonderful description about the power of God.  Can you find it in verse 20?   

 

Look at the end of verse 20 – this power is within us.  You can have the power within you to be helped by God.  

How can that be?  You can do just what the Ephesians did – learn about Christ, and let Him dwell in your heart 

through His Word. 

 

So the next time you feel sad, worried, or helpless, remember, God hasn’t forgotten you.  Find your Bible, and 

remind yourself of His greatness and power.  It’s available and able to bless you! 

 

Memory Verse:  “Finally, brethren, whatever is ____, whatever is _________, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, 

dwell on these things.” Philippians 4:8 
 

 

For Further Study: 

As you grow older and learn more about God, you will see the value of God’s power through His Word.  The 

wonderful thing is, His power is available to everyone.  In fact, the Ephesians had this power, and we can learn 

how to get it from the letter that Paul sent them.  Read Ephesians 1:9, 13, 15; 4:1-4, 17-24.  What did God 

provide for the Ephesians, and us?  What are the things that the Ephesians did that pleased God?  Are these 

things that people can do today?  We may not be superheroes ~ but there is great power available to all men in 

God’s Word. 

 

 
Journal: 

Many children, boys especially, dream about being a superhero.  It would be wonderful to have 

superhuman powers.  What kind of superhero powers would you choose?  Why?     

Superheroes usually have a “mission” to fight evil or better the world in some way.  What kind of 

spiritual mission do we have in Christ?  What powerful spiritual weapons has Christ given us? 

 



Nov. 17    Day 321   Ephesians 6:10-18 

 

There are so many good verses in Ephesians that I had a hard time choosing what to include in this study guide.  

The whole book is very encouraging, and I hope someday you’ll be able to read it’s entirety. 

 

I chose these verses because they put a very clear picture in my mind.  These verses make me feel so strong and 

courageous!  You’ve probably studied these verses in Bible class before. 

 

Notice that in verses 11 and 13, Paul says we are able to resist the devil.  God expects us to say “no” to the 

devil.  And He gives us the armor so that we can feel strong doing it! 

 

Does a soldier leave his armor at home when it’s time for battle?  Does he leave it out to rust?  What happens if 

a soldier never practices wearing it, and then is called to fight?  How will the armor feel when he’s put it on 

again?  God gave us an armor, a very powerful armor, but we have to practice using them and be prepared.   

 

Soldiers are told to be watchful.  Soldiers are told to report to their commanding officers, and to take care of 

their fellow soldiers.  Isn’t this what verse 18 tells us to do also?  How does prayer help with this? 

 

God has provided all the parts for our “armor,” from head to toe.  He has left no part of us “uncovered” and 

unprotected in this world.  What a loving God He is!  

 

Memory Verse:  “Finally, brethren, whatever is ____, whatever is _________, whatever is ____, whatever is 

______, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of 

praise, dwell on these things.” Philippians 4:8 
 

For Further Study: 

Sometimes the battle is won because of a surprise attack.  Ephesians 6:18 says that we have to be “on the alert” 

for our enemy.  The devil’s always looking for that secret “back door” to our hearts.  When we’re with worldly 

people, when we’re bored, and when we’re really angry or sad, the devil might have the advantage.  We have to 

pray to God for protection and study daily to learn about the dangers that are out there.   

     Read Matthew 26:41, Colossians 4:2, and 1 Peter 5:8.  If you don’t already, build up the habit of praying 

first thing in the morning, so that you do not enter the day unprotected.  Also, pray at night, reviewing any 

mistakes you’ve made with your Father, and asking Him for help in growing and learning.  God doesn’t expect 

His soldiers to fight alone.  He warns us and watches over us. 

 
Journal: 

What are the areas of your life where you feel most attacked by the devil?  What are the things that tempt you 

the most?  Usually for young people, it’s the desire for popularity, possessions, or freedom.  The devil’s always 

thinking of new ways to attack us in these areas.  In my day, it was through films and books; as my children 

grow up, I see the new weapon that the devil has through computers and video games.  If you know the devil 

has a “back door” to your heart, what should you be praying about it?  What would an Israelite soldier do if he 

knew there was a weak spot in his armor? 

 



Nov. 18    Day 322   Philippians 1:6-11 

 

Finish this sentence: When I’m bigger, I will… 

 

Young people always like thinking about the things they’ll be able to do when they’re older, bigger, and 

stronger.  My kids were never just 4, 5, or 6 years old.  They were always “almost 5,” “five-and-a-half,” or they 

would say something like “I’m turning 7 in April.”  It was always the next age they were concerned about, not 

the age they were. 

 

Today’s reading in Philippians makes me imagine a small baby growing up into a young child, then a teenager, 

then an adult, and finally an old person.  God starts a “good work” in us when we learn His Word, and He wants 

to see it grow and become perfected (complete, or mature). 

 

As a young person, you’re learning who God is and what it means to love Him (verse 9).  As you become older 

and learn more, you will gain knowledge and discernment (this means you will be able to more easily see right 

from wrong).  Verse 10 says that as we learn these things and obey God, we’ll be sincere (real and honest) and 

blameless in our faith.  This doesn’t mean we will be perfect or sinless, but we will be striving to do our best for 

God.  This will prepare us for the “day of Christ,” His return.  

 

As you can see, these verses cover a lifetime of service to our Creator.  It can take that long to learn all the 

wondrous things about God.  You’re so blessed to be starting your learning so early.  It’s such a joy to see a 

young person like you trusting and knowing about God. 

 

God has been with you from the moment He made you.  God cares about you every step of the way, and He 

wants to be with you to the end! 

 

Memory Verse:  “Finally, brethren, whatever is ____, whatever is _________, whatever is ____, whatever is 

______, whatever is _______, whatever is of _______, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of 

praise, dwell on these things.” Philippians 4:8 
 

For Further Study: 

God said that we have to have a heart like a child in order to enter the kingdom of Heaven (Read Matthew 

18:4).  He also said that in evil, we have to be like innocent, pure babies (Read 1 Corinthians 14:20).  But this 

doesn’t mean that God doesn’t expect us to learn and grow in our faith.  In fact, that same verse in Corinthians 

says that He expects people to become more mature as they grow older.   

God doesn’t expect older people to stop learning and serving Him.  In fact, that’s a great time to serve 

God, because older people have so much wisdom and experience.  They can teach us so much.  Older people 

have special duties to other Christians that nobody else can fulfill (see Titus 2).  Read these other verses about 

spiritual maturity and pray to God that you will be able to serve God throughout your life ~ Ephesians 4:11-16; 

Hebrews 5:11-14; 2 Peter 1:3-10. 

 
Journal: 

Imagine yourself at 65 years old, and you’re in charge of a Bible class for 12-13 year old students.  What would 

you like to teach them?  What kind of an example would you like to be for them?   

How can you be preparing yourself to be that godly older person that the church needs someday? 

 



Nov. 19    Day 323   Philippians 2:1-8 

 

Today’s reading asks us to do some difficult things.  It isn’t easy for people to have the same mind, to be 

humble, and to honor others.  To do that, we have to be like Christ. 

 

Can you imagine waking up one day and being told, “Today you will not be able to walk, talk, feed yourself, or 

dress yourself.  Nobody will be able to understand what you want, everything will seem very noisy and scary, 

and you can’t choose anything that you might like.  We’ll all just decide everything for you.”  That doesn’t 

sound like much fun, does it? 

 

But this is what Christ allowed to happen to Him.  He became human – not a big strong man, but a little 

helpless baby, a poor baby who had to be born in a nasty stable and sleep in an animal trough.   

 

Christ lived His whole life as a servant to others.  He grew up to become a servant, giving to others and teaching 

them.  He wept over sinners and healed many people.  Eventually He allowed Himself to be killed by the people 

He came to help.  He did this because He loved us.  And when He did it, He taught us how to love. 

 

Christ left glory so that one day you could have glory with Him.  Christ emptied Himself so that one day you 

would see the fullness of Heaven.  We should Thank God for that every day! 

 

Memory Verse:  “Finally, brethren, whatever is ____, whatever is _________, whatever is ____, whatever is 

______, whatever is _______, whatever is of _______, if there is any ______ and if anything _____ __ ____, 

dwell on these things.” Philippians 4:8 
 

For Further Study: 

It isn’t easy to get along with everyone.  Everyone has their personal “quirks” and desires.  People are at 

different places in their spiritual growth.  We must remember that we all sin, and not expect perfection from our 

brethren.  Having a humble attitude towards each other brings peace to the church.   

     Read 1 Corinthians 10:23-33.  Some Christians in the Corinthian church had a problem with buying meat 

from the temples of idols.  Other Christians had no problem buying the meat because they knew that idols were 

false gods and that the true God did not forbid eating meat.  How were these Christians supposed to get along?  

What kind of attitude did Paul tell them to have? Paul gives similar commandments in Romans 14:13-23.  He 

told the Christians in Rome that their brother was more important than their freedom (liberty).   

     Just because one person had the freedom to eat meat, if they insisted on their brother eating it, they were 

guilty of causing their brother to sin!  How could that be, when it is not sinful to eat meat?  It is because we all 

have a conscience, an “inner voice” that warns us that we may be doing something wrong.  This conscience can 

be taught, it can be strengthened by knowledge, and it can also be hardened by doing something wrong over and 

over again.  God does not want us to go against our conscience.  If we feel something is wrong, and we do it 

anyway, we are letting ourselves get on the path towards a hardened conscience.  It is wrong to go against the 

inner voice God gave us for our protection. 

     Studying and growing will help everyone train their consciences, and that’s an important work of families 

and the church.  In the meantime, living in humility and love with one another can make it easier for everyone 

to keep their consciences clean.  We must try to have the mind of Christ, the attitude that says, “What’s best for 

you right now?  What will help you get to heaven?  That’s what I want for you.”  This attitude goes a long way 

towards having that unity that God wants in His family. 

 
Journal: 

Make a list of the 5 people you love the most.  How can you show them honor and put yourself last around 

them?  List 3 people whom you have trouble liking.  How can you show them honor too? 



Nov. 20    Day 324  Philippians 4:4-13 

 

Philippians is one of my favorite books in the Bible, and this passage is my favorite one in Philippians.  We are 

reminded to guard our hearts and fill them with joy.  We’re reminded to be content and to trust in Christ.   

 

Paul was in jail when he wrote these verses.  His faith didn’t become this strong overnight; he practiced it over 

and over, through all the good and bad moments of his life.  Every step of his day was an important battle for 

his soul. 

 

Our lives today aren’t filled with the same hardships that Paul endured. Are we spending our days fighting 

Christ’s battle, or are we too caught up in our daily pleasures and wants?  Are we daily taming our thoughts and 

emotions, bending them to holiness instead of to sin?  Are we building that peaceful trust in our Master, day by 

day? 

 

The following story is from Tiger and Tom and Other Stories for Boys.  The book was published in 1910 and is 

now in the public domain. 

 

THE BOY AND HIS SPARE MOMENTS 

 

A lean, awkward boy came one morning to the door of the principal of a celebrated school, and asked to see 

him. 

 

The servant eyed his mean clothes, and thinking he looked more like a beggar than anything else, told him to go 

around to the kitchen. 

 

The boy did as he was bidden, and soon appeared at the back door. 

 

"I should like to see Mr. Brown," said he. 

 

"You want a breakfast, more like," said the servant girl, "and I can give you that without troubling him." 

 

"Thank you," said the boy; "I should have no objection to a bit of bread; but I should like to see Mr. Brown, if 

he can see me." 

 

"Some old clothes, may be, you want," remarked the servant, again eyeing the boy's patched trousers. "I guess 

he has none to spare; he gives away a sight;" and without minding the boy's request, she set out some food upon 

the kitchen table and went about her work. 

 

"Can I see Mr. Brown?" again asked the boy, after finishing his meal. 

 

"Well, he's in the library; if he must be disturbed, he must; but he does like to be alone sometimes," said the girl, 

in a peevish tone. She seemed to think it very foolish to admit such an ill-looking fellow into her master's 

presence. However, she wiped her hands, and bade him follow. Opening the library door, she said:-- 

 

"Here's somebody, sir, who is dreadfully anxious to see you, and so I let him in." 

 

I don't know how the boy introduced himself, or how he opened his business, but I know that after talking 

awhile, the principal put aside the volume he was studying, took up some Greek books, and began to examine 

the new-comer. The examination lasted some time. Every question which the principal asked, the boy answered 

as readily as could be. 

 



"Upon my word," exclaimed the principal, "you certainly do well!" looking at the boy from head to foot, over 

his spectacles. "Why, my boy, where did you pick up so much?" 

 

"In my spare moments," answered the boy. 

 

Here he was, poor, hard-working, with but few opportunities for schooling, yet almost fitted for college, by 

simply improving his spare moments. Truly, are not spare moments the "gold dust of time?" How precious they 

should be! What account can you give of your spare moments? What can you show for them? Look and see. 

 

This boy can tell you how very much can be laid up by improving them; and there are many other boys, I am 

afraid, in the jail, in the house of correction, in the forecastle of a whale ship, in the gambling house, or in the 

tippling shop, who, if you should ask them when they began their sinful courses, might answer:-- 

 

"In my spare moments." 

 

"In my spare moments I gambled for marbles." 

 

"In my spare moments I began to smoke and drink." 

 

"It was in my spare moments that I began to steal chestnuts from the old woman's stand." 

 

"It was in my spare moments that I gathered with wicked associates." 

 

Oh, be very, very careful how you spend your spare moments! Temptation always hunts you out in small 

seasons like these when you are not busy; he gets into your hearts, if he possibly can, in just such gaps. There 

he hides himself, planning all sorts of mischief. Take care of your spare moments. "Satan finds some mischief 

still for idle hands to do." 

 

Memory Verse:  “Finally, brethren, whatever is ____, whatever is _________, whatever is ____, whatever is 

______, whatever is _______, whatever is of _______, if there is any ______ and if anything _____ __ ____, 

dwell on _____ _____.” Philippians 4:8 

 
For Further Study: 

Who are your Bible heroes?  I can’t think of one that had an easy life.  Indeed, it is someone’s ability to 

overcome trials that makes him a hero, isn’t it?  Can you remember what problems these Bible heroes 

overcame? ~ Noah, Moses, Daniel, Josiah, Peter. 

     The book of Philippians mentions a man by the name of Epaphroditus (2:25, 4:18).  His name is only 

mentioned in this book of the Bible, yet Paul tells us to “hold such men in high regard” (Philippians 4:29).  So 

Epaphroditus should be one of our heroes too. Read Philippians 3:25-30 to find out.  What kind of work did he 

do for the Lord?  How well did he do his work?  How did he show his love for others?  How did his life and 

attitude show people that God was merciful? 

 

Philippians 4:8 tells us to put the proper thoughts in our minds so that we can rejoice, even when things 

are difficult in our lives.  Jesus was a great example of this.  In Luke 9:51-52, Jesus is preparing to enter 

Jerusalem, where He will be murdered on the cross.  He knows what is about to happen to Him, yet He does not 

avoid the work that His Father gave Him to do.  What made Jesus so brave?  What did Jesus think about?  Verse 

51 says that He thought of His ascension.  He wasn’t thinking of being on the cross, He was thinking of the 

glory that was waiting for Him when He rose to heaven!  That is what we can have in our minds also.  It will 

help us trust in God, and bring us peace in this imperfect world. 

 
Journal: 

What are the things we should dwell on which are listed in Philippians 4:8?  Give an example of each of these. 



 Nov. 21    Day 325  Colossians 1:15-23 
 

“It’s my turn!”   

“Me first!”   

“Ladies first!”  

 

Everybody wants to be first.   

 

But who is really FIRST?  Colossians says that Christ is first.   

 

He was first-born ~ He was here before anything else was.  By Him, all things were created, even things we 

can’t see.   

 

He is also “pre-eminent” ~ He has authority and power.  He rules over kings and presidents.  He is the head 

over His church.   

 

Even though Christ deserves to be first, He came to earth and made Himself LAST.  He died so that we could 

have forgiveness.  It pleased God to do this and show us how much He loved us. 

 

Have you learned the word “priority”?  To make something a priority means to give it first place in importance.  

Christ should be a priority in our life, THE priority in our life, because He is our King, Creator, and Savior. 

 

“Thanksgiving” was written by Bruce S. Wright and published in The Children’s Six Minutes in 1922.  The 

book is now out of print and in the public domain. 

THANKSGIVING 

What does Thanksgiving mean to you? I hear one boy say, "It means a big dinner." I think we all agree with 

him. Who does not welcome and enjoy a good dinner! I hear Mary say, "Thanksgiving means a day off from 

school." I guess you are right too. School is not such a charming place that girls and boys are unwilling to have 

an occasional holiday. 

Now I am going to ask some of the older people what the day means to them. There is a young woman. She is a 

stenographer. She says, "Thanksgiving means a day away from the office. I am at the office every day except 

Sunday, and I do appreciate, now and then, a day that is really my own." Yonder is a traveling salesman. What 

does Thanksgiving mean to you? He says, "It means a day at home. Last year I spent one hundred and sixty-

nine nights away from home. I have three children. I should like to see them every day. There are times when 

many days pass and I do not see them. Thanksgiving week I plan to be at home." 

There are others I could ask. Each has his answer. But Thanksgiving has a special meaning for us. It is the 

Harvest time. I have here an apple. Isn't this a beautiful apple? What color! Who mixed the paints, who handled 

the brush to give such color to this apple? God. He, in his infinite love and wisdom, has provided, through the 

unfailing laws of nature, for the growth, sweetness, coloring and beautifying of all the products of the fields. 

This apple is but one of many kinds of fruits. 

Praise, then, is the great meaning of Thanksgiving. God, our heavenly Father, sends us every good gift. From 

his bountiful hand come our daily and nightly mercies. We should praise him every day. But the day for the 

united chorus of praise is Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 



 

 

Memory Verse:  Recite Philippians 4:8 
 

For Further Study: 

It angered the Jews when Christ old them that He was the eternal Son of God.  Can you imagine having a young 

man tell you that he’s been around since before the world was created?  What does God’s Word say about 

Christ as the Creator?  Read Genesis 1:26; John 1:1-5; and Hebrews 1:1-4. 

 

Today’s reading tells us that Christ is the head of all things, including the church (Colossians 1:18).  What does 

it mean to be the “head” of something?  Read a similar passage in Ephesians 5:22-33.  This passage points out 

the similarities between Christ and a husband.  It describes them both as the “head.”  How do Christ, and 

husbands, have authority?  How do they show their love?  What kind of honor is due to them? 

 
Journal: 

What do you think it takes to be the head of a company?  What kind of skills would you need?  What would 

need to be important to you?  If someone came to you with a complaint, how would you handle it? 

 What about if you were the head of a family?  Would any of the things you listed before be important?  

Compare notes with the head of your family today. 



Nov. 22    Day 326  Colossians 3:12-17 
 

These words are a wonderful reminder about how God wants us to love one another:  

 

Verse 12 tells us what should be in our hearts. 

 

Verse 13 tells us how we should act towards one another, even when people make us angry. 

 

Verse 15 talks about the peace we obtain from following Christ.  The church is one body of people 

serving their King.  This verse also reminds us to be thankful.   

 

Verse 16 says we can learn about God by singing together.  I love singing Bible songs with you! 

 

Verse 17 says to make sure that we obey Christ when we speak or act, and again, be thankful.  We need 

a lot of reminders to be thankful, don’t we? 

 

So much to remember!  How can I remember it all? 

 

Verse 14 helps us remember – “beyond all these things, put on LOVE.”  When we love each other the way God 

taught us to love – that active goodwill that does what is best for the other’s soul – then we will do those things 

that please God. 

 
Memory Verse:   
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the 

Father. Colossians 3:17 
 

For Further Study: 

Our songs are supposed to teach and admonish others (verse 16).  To “admonish” someone means to warn 

someone that they are doing wrong, and/or scold them for having done wrong.  Our hymns in church are one 

way to do this.  The words in our hymns help us think about how we can serve God better.  It is a blessing to 

have Bible songs and hymns that help us do this.   

     Verse 16 uses the term “one another.”  This is known as a reflexive verb.  We are supposed to be doing these 

things to one another when we sing ~ I teach you with my singing, and at the same time you are teaching me.   

     Can you see how these verses show us how we are all supposed to participate in singing?  Choirs and 

soloists don’t fulfill this commandment of God.   

 
Journal: 

Why is love the perfect bond of unity (verse 14)?  People can be united (made one) by many things.  Prisoners 

are united by fear of their guards.  Soldiers are united by strict training and loyalty to their commanders.  

Protests groups and peace rallies are united by their desire for change.   

     God wants His people to be united by love.  Love is a perfect bond to unite people.  Because of their love for 

God and each other, God’s people can do great things.  No other group on earth, no matter how united, can do 

things that have such eternal consequences.  That’s why the church is so special to God, and why it should be 

important to us. 

      List the ways that your local congregation is united.  List the things you do together and the ways you help 

one another.  Think of ways that you could strengthen this unity. 

 



Nov. 23    Day 327  1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 

 

Paul wrote this letter to the Christians in the city of Thessalonica.  How does he describe them in verse 20? 

 

Why were the Thessalonians so special to Paul and the other apostles?  Verse 13 says that they accepted the 

Word of God for what it really was.  They believed that it was straight from God, carrying His authority and 

power.  When they obeyed it, God’s Word performed a work in them.  What was this work?  They were able to 

endure great suffering (verse 14), which made their faith stronger.   

 

Paul wanted to be around people of such strong faith.  He was hoping very much to go see them. 

 

Spending time with faithful Christians is a great faith-builder for us all.  It’s wonderful to know that there are 

people who believe the Word of God, are willing to obey it, and trust in the Lord to endure even when things 

get difficult.  Even Paul, who was so faithful and had the Holy Spirit speaking through him, needed to be with 

brethren for that comfort and encouragement.  We should try to take advantage of every opportunity we have to 

spend time with good Christians. 

 

 
Memory Verse:   
Whatever you do in _____ or ______, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God 

the Father. Colossians 3:17 

 
For Further Study: 

Paul’s praise for the Thessalonians is similar to something John said to his friend Gaius in 3 John 4: “I have no 

greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.”   

     Why does it bring a father so much joy to know that his children obey him?  They are the same reasons that 

God is pleased to see us obey His Word: 

1. It means His children honor and love him (John 14:15). 

2. It means that His children believe his commands.  This includes his promises, directions, and 

warnings (James 2:14-26). 

3. It means His children are safe, because if they obey him they can keep away from danger.  A father 

always wants to know his children are safe (Proverbs 4:1-15). 

  
Journal: 

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:20 again.  How would you describe your congregation in a letter?  Do they inspire these 

same affectionate feelings?  Write a letter today to someone who builds up your faith by being around them. 

 



Nov. 24    Day 328  1 Thessalonians 5:12-23 

 

Do you like to cook?  Have you ever read a recipe? 

 

In today’s Bible reading from Thessalonians, Paul gives us a recipe.  It is a recipe for a busy, contented life.  If 

we spent time doing each of these things every day, we probably wouldn’t have time to get in trouble or to 

become sad! 

 

Most of these verses are very short and sweet, but we find some very good things that all believers in Christ 

should do.  They tell us to respect our elders, live in peace, teach others, encourage them, and be patient with 

everyone.  What are the other things we are told to do? 

 

Verse 23 in this chapter tells us the outcome of doing these things.  First, we will be counted as sanctified.  This 

means that we’ll be holy, because we are doing God’s work.  Those ingredients in Paul’s recipe will help us be 

a dedicated child of God.   

 

Also, we’ll be ready for the coming of Christ.  He will come to find us working and waiting for Him.  Wouldn’t 

you like to be ready for that day?  It takes work, but it is a glorious work to do! 

 
Memory Verse:   
Whatever you do in _____ or ______, do all in the name of ___ ____ ____, giving thanks through Him to God 

the Father. Colossians 3:17 
 

For Further Study: 

Are you busy for the Lord?  Our daily work, no matter how “small,” can bring honor to the Lord.  We don’t 

want hurried, stressful lives, but we want to make sure we work.  God does not want lazy children!   

 Read 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 and 1 Timothy 5:3-16.  In these letters we see 

that God expects people to work.  Typically, men have their work outside the home, and women, especially 

those with young children, are more focused on work inside the home.  But everyone is expected to do 

something.  God expects people to earn a living and care for their families as much as they are able.  Those who 

are not able, such as older widows, can be cared for by their families or be helped by the church if they meet 

certain requirements.  What were these requirements?  Why do you think they are important?   

     What do these reading say will happen to a person who does not work?  What are they tempted to do?  Why 

is it dangerous to be lazy? 

 
Journal: 

List the parts of Paul’s “recipe” from 1 Thessalonians 5:12-23.  Next to each “ingredient,” write what you’re 

doing to fulfill God’s command.  Think about how you could do more, or do these things better.  What can you 

pray about this? 

 



Nov. 25    Day 329  2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 

 

What made Paul proud of the church at Thessalonica? 

 

They had a great faith. 

They had great love for each other. 

They had great perseverance, even when times were hard. 

 

No matter what happens, if a child of God has these three things, he or she can overcome anything.   

 

Paul knew that the Thessalonians were suffering.  He said that being able to endure suffering was part of 

becoming worthy of God’s kingdom.  The Thessalonians were being persecuted and hurt.  Paul said that 

someday God punish those who were hurting them.   

 

How does Paul describe the coming day of the Lord? 

 

As children of God, we can be willing to put up with problems on earth, knowing God is with us.  Our problems 

will be over someday.  There is a great peace and rest waiting for us in Heaven. 

 

What a blessing it is to be counted among the faithful of Christ!  Let us share our love and faith with our church 

family.  Let us stand strong with them to persevere in this world! 

 

 
Memory Verse:   
Whatever you do in _____ or ______, do all in the name of ___ ____ ____, giving ______ through Him to God 

the Father. Colossians 3:17 
 

For Further Study: 

Paul was proud of the Thessalonicans (1:4).  But isn’t it sinful to be proud?   

     Read Romans 12:16 and James 4:13-16.  It is foolish to be proud of earthly things, which can easily be lost.  

It is evil to “puff yourself up” above others and want to make them feel worse.  We should honor others above 

ourselves, as Christ did. 

     Yet, there are things God wants us to be thankful for and to rejoice in.  This is what the apostles did with the 

church at Thessalonica.  1 Corinthians 1:31 and 2 Corinthians 10:17-18 tell us to “boast in the Lord” ~ that is, 

take note of the things that are approved by God.  What are the things we can “boast” about?   

     The goodness of our brethren ~ 2 Corinthians 9:1-8 

     The great hope that we have in Christ ~ Hebrews 3:6 

     The power that God has to strengthen us and make us useful ~ 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

     God wants us to notice and praise those blessings He has given us.  We can do this humbly and thankfully. 

   
Journal: 

Today’s verses from 2 Thessalonians show us that judgment and hell are very real things.  They are not subjects 

that the Bible takes lightly.  Do some research today and make a list of the Bible passages that warn us about 

hell.  God gave these to us so that we could stay safe and become wise.   

 



Nov. 26    Day 330   2 Thessalonians 2:13-15 

 

 Have you heard the story of the little girl who watched her mother cut off the end of the pot roast before 

putting it in the pan to be cooked.  “Mother, why do you cut that piece off?” the little girl asked.  

 “I don’t know,” said her mother.  “My mother always did that.” 

      The mother went to ask the grandmother why she cut off the end of the pot roast before cooking it.  “I 

don’t know,” said Grandmother.  “That’s how my mother always did it.” 

      They went to Great-Grandmother to ask her about the pot roast.  “Oh,” said that woman, “I always cut 

off the end because my pan was so small, a whole roast wouldn’t fit in it.” 

 

Sometimes we do things because that’s the way they’ve always been done.  We don’t really know the reason for 

doing them.  I was like this before I became a Christian.  I just practiced whatever had been done in my family 

for years.  I had no reason to question it until someone actually showed me what the Bible says.   

 

Paul says that there are some traditions worth keeping.  These are the traditions taught to us from the Bible.  

They are the commandments of God, given out of love for our souls.  The Thessalonians were given salvation 

because of their faith in the Truth that was brought to them by the Holy Spirit (verse 13).  Paul wanted them to 

hold fast to this Truth.  Doing this would bring them glory someday (verse 14). 

 

Keep being a good student of the Bible, and compare what people tell you to the Truth found in the Bible.  You 

can learn the true traditions that God wants you to keep.   

 

You are becoming a very good student of the Word!  

 
Memory Verse:   
Whatever you do in _____ or ______, do all in the name of ___ ____ ____, giving ______ through ____ to God 

the Father. Colossians 3:17 
 

For Further Study: 

Some people believe that we don’t have to obey the teaching of the apostles.  Usually this is because they don’t 

like a certain commandment.  For example, some people say that Paul hated women because he wrote that 

women should be submissive (for example, see 1 Corinthians 11:3).  Since this commandment was written by 

Paul and isn’t it “red letters” like Christ’s words, then some people say that it doesn’t apply to us.   

      But the words from the apostles came directly from God through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus Himself told the apostles that the Holy Spirit would come to tell them what to teach (John 14:26; Acts 

1:8).   2 Peter 1:20-21 tell us that we can trust the gospel to be from the Holy Spirit, not from men.  See also 1 

Corinthians 2:12-16.   

 
Journal: 

What would you tell someone who says they are a certain religion because “that’s the way I’ve always done it”?  

What Scripture would you show them, and what Bible examples can you think of that show this is a faulty 

reason for one’s faith?  Why do you believe in Jesus Christ?  



Nov. 27    Day 331  1 Timothy 1:12-17 

 

Paul gave his whole life for Christ, and he suffered greatly to spread the Word.  He spoke to many people, even 

kings, about Jesus.  He had a great love for all Christians.  The letters he wrote, under the power of the Holy 

Spirit, have convinced many people to become Christians. 

 

And yet, Paul called himself the greatest of sinners.  He persecuted many Christians before becoming one 

himself.  He blasphemed against Christ – he denied Christ was the Son of God.  We can see God’s mercy and 

love in that he forgave Paul.  And we can see Paul’s joy at being a child of God. 

 

God wants us to know that even a man like Paul can turn his life around and be useful to God.    We may not 

have hurt people the way Paul has, but when we disobey, it hurts God just as much.  God is a loving Father and 

He will never leave us.  He always welcomes us back when we are sorry for our sins.  God is patient and loving 

with all of us.  He gives us the Bible and our Christian family to help us do better. 

 

No wonder Paul had such a joyful heart!  We should too! 

 
Memory Verse:   
Whatever you do in _____ or ______, do all in the name of ___ ____ ____, giving ______ through ____ to ___ 

____ ________. Colossians 3:17 

 
For Further Study: 

God can forgive any sin, as long as we repent and try to do better.  Look at Hebrews Chapter 11.  It lists many 

people of great faith – yet they were not perfect.  Can you remember some of the sins they committed? 

Abraham (Genesis 20:2) 

Sarah (Genesis 18:9-15) 

Moses (Numbers 20:7-13) 

David (2 Samuel 12:9) 

See also 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.  What sins had the Corinthians done before becoming Christians?  What removed 

the guilt of their sin?  Christ’s blood is very powerful!  We should be very thankful of the perfect, complete 

sacrifice that He made. 

 
Journal: 

 If someone had done something terrible to you and wanted to prove they were sorry, what would you 

want them to say to you?  How would they have to act before you were convinced that they were really sorry? 

Psalm 51:17 says, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You 

will not despise.”  When we repent of our sins, we’re making a sacrifice to God.  When you confess your sins to 

God, do you do it with a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart?   

When we talk to God, we need to take the time to tell Him we’re sorry and ask Him to help us with the 

things we have done wrong.  This verse in the Psalms tells us that He will not “despise” or turn away this 

sacrifice.  That can be very comforting ~ when we ask God for help, God will not refuse us! 

    



Nov. 28    Day 332   1 Timothy 2:1-8 

 

For whom does Paul want Timothy and other Christians to pray?  Why should we pray for these people (verse 

2)?   

  

Sometimes people enjoy making fun of our government leaders and complaining about them.  We should 

remember that God has a purpose for giving us our government. God has blessed us with many freedoms so that 

men could “come to the knowledge of the truth.”   

  

In verse 5, we are reminded of how powerful prayer is: God’s own Son comes to talk to Him on our behalf.  

That’s an amazing thing!  If we can remember how blessed we are, then it will be easy to follow Paul’s 

commandment in verse 8, to pray.   

  

You’ve done other Bible lessons that teach us to guard our hearts, eyes, hands, and lips.  One way to guard them 

is to keep them busy doing good!  And when our eyes are closed, hands folded, and lips are busy with prayer, 

that’s one of the best things we can do as God's servants. 

 
Memory Verse:   
Whatever you …., do all in …., giving …. Colossians 3:17 

 
For Further Study: 

Can you think of why in these verses Paul also mentions “without wrath and dissension”?  What happens to our 

prayers if they are made in a spirit of anger and fighting?  Read Matthew 5:23-24 and 1 Peter 3:7. 

 
Journal: 

Who are the leaders that need your prayers today, both at church, home, in Washington, and abroad?  Are there 

any that you or your parents particularly dislike?  Why do they need your prayers the most?  What can you pray 

for them? 

   



Nov. 27    Day 331   1 Timothy 3:1-13    
 

These verses are a list that helps Christians appoint elders and deacons in their local church.  Who are the elders 

and deacons at your congregation?  What are the important qualities that men should have in order to be elders 

or deacons?   

 

These verses show us how important our families are in helping us be good servants.  If a man wanted to be an 

elder or deacon, what qualities should his wife and children have?    

 

Sometimes we think of an elder or deacon as acting a certain way when we see him at church.  We forget that 

he has a role to play at home, and that his home life is what makes him such a good elder and deacon for us. 

 

Small Means and Great Ends   is a collection of stories edited by Mrs. M.H. Adams and published in 1851.  The 

book may be read free online. 

 

MY GRANDMOTHER'S COTTAGE. 

 

 

Of all places in the wide world, my own early home excepted, none seem to me more pleasing in memory than 

my grandmother's cottage. Very often did I visit it in my boyhood, and well acquainted with its appearance 

within, and with almost every object around it, did I become. It stood in a quiet nook in the midst of the woods, 

about five miles from the pleasant seaport where I was born. The cottage was not a spacious one. It had but few 

rooms in it; but it was amply large for my aged grandparents, I remember. They lived happily there. My 

grandfather was somewhat infirm; my grandmother was a very vigorous person for one of seventy-five; this was 

her age at the time of my first recollection of her. She used to walk from her cottage to our home; and once I 

walked with her, but was exceedingly mortified that I could not endure the walk so well as she did. 

 

I used to love this cottage home, because it was so quiet, and in the summer time so delighting to me. I believe I 

received some of my very first lessons in the love of nature in this place. It was a charming summer or winter 

retreat. If the sun shone warmly down anywhere, it was here. If the wind blew kindly anywhere, it was around 

the snug cottage, sheltered as it was on every side by the tall old pines. If the robin's note came earliest 

anywhere in the spring-time, it was from the large spreading apple-tree just at the foot of the little garden lot. 

How often has my young heart been delighted with his song there! And then, what sweet chanting I have heard 

in those woods all the day from the thrush and sparrow, yellow-bird and oriole! How their mellow voices would 

seem to echo in the noon-silence, or at the sunset hour, as though they were singing anthems in some vast 

cathedral! They were; and what anthems of nature's harmony and praise! God heard them, and was glorified. 

 

It seemed to me that every animate thing was made to be happy. I loved to stand beneath a tall old hemlock in a 

certain part of the wood, and watch the squirrels as they skipped and ran so swiftly along the wall, or from 

branch to branch, or up and down the trees. Their chattering made a fine accompaniment to the bird-songs. And 

here I learned to indulge a fondness for the very crows, which to this day I have never outgrown. Though they 

have been denounced as mischievous, and bounties have been set upon them, I never could find it in my heart to 

indulge in the warring propensity against them. They always seemed to me such social company--issuing from 

some edge of the woodland, and slowly flapping their black wings, and flocking out into the clearing, huddling 

overhead, and sailing away, chatting so loudly and heartily all the while, and reminding the whole 

neighborhood that when we have life, it is best to let others know it! Yes--the cawing crows have been company 

for me in many a solitary ramble; and whenever I hear them, I inwardly pay my respects to them. All these, and 

other familiar sights and sounds, did I richly enjoy at the old cottage in the woods. 

 

I loved to sit at the shed-door, and watch my grandfather at his slow work; for he had been a mechanic in his 

day, and was able to do a little very moderately at his trade now. He would tell me the history of the old people 

in the neighborhood, and of the customs and fashions when they were boys and girls; and my eyes and ears 



were open to hear him. I used to wish I could see them just as they looked when they were children. It was very 

difficult then for me to imagine how those who had become so wrinkled could ever have had the smooth faces 

of infants and children. But my grandfather could remember when he was a boy; and his father had told him 

what things were done when he, too, was a boy. And so I concluded that wrinkles were no disgrace, nor the 

fairest faces of the young any protection against them. 

 

My grandmother was very fond of me, and took great pleasure in having me read to her, as her eyesight had 

become somewhat dim. And so I used to load myself with story-books and newspapers, when I became older, to 

carry and read to her. And such times as we had with them! Voyages, travels, discoveries, adventures, perils,--

the wonders of the world, the wonders of science, the wonders of history,--all came in for their share of reading. 

Though I should read myself tired and sleepy, my grandmother would still be an interested listener. Since I have 

been a minister, I have often wished that many hearers would as eagerly listen to what I had to say especially to 

them, as did my aged grandmother to my young words then. 

 

Those sunny days have departed. The old cottage is not there now. Years ago it was taken down. My 

grandfather died when I was yet a boy, and I followed him to the grave with a heavy heart. My grandmother 

lived to be almost a hundred years old,--her powers all gone, and she helpless.  It would sometimes, even in my 

manhood, deeply affect me to have her look into my face with no sign in hers that she knew me, when she had 

once loved her talkative and delighted grandchild so fondly. But she, too, found her resting-place at last beside 

her companion. Peace to them! They blest me with their kindly, cheering words when most I needed them, and I 

will bless their memories. And peace to the spot where once stood their quiet home! Wherever in life I may be,-

-however brightly its pleasures may shine, or heavily its cares and afflictions press upon me--never would I 

outgrow the inspiration of these early enjoyments; never forget, that, however the great, proud, and contentious 

world may distract and dishearten, there will yet be peace to the humble and virtuous soul in many a nook like 

that which sheltered and blest my grand mother's cottage. 

 
Memory Verse:   
Recite Colossians 3:17 

 
For Further Study: 

Read Proverbs 16:31.  It really is a wonderful thing to see “gray heads” in our church family.  It means that we 

are blessed with many examples of living a full, rich life in active service to the Lord.  Our society doesn’t 

honor its elders the way they used to.  American society prefers to celebrate youth instead.  But read these 

verses warning us to honor our elders: Leviticus 19:32; Proverbs 23:22; and 1 Timothy 5:1-2. 

 
Journal: 

Try to imagine yourself at sixty years of age.  Will you be qualified to be an elder or an elder’s wife?  What 

kind of plans can you make now so that you can have those qualities in the future?   

 



Nov. 28    Day 332   1 Timothy 4:12-16  
 

This is a wonderful passage for young people to read.  Imagine that you are Timothy.  You were raised by a 

Christian mother and grandmother, and you traveled and learned from the apostle Paul.  You are now a young 

preacher in a congregation with many people older than you, who know the Jewish law better than you do.   

 

Wouldn’t you be concerned about how you could influence people in the church?  Have you ever been told that 

“you’re just too young” to do something? 

 

Paul tells Timothy not to worry about that.  Timothy has something very special: the Word of God.  If Timothy 

would continue to study it and obey it, those around him would believe and be saved.   

 

Timothy was concerned about what he could do for others – we should be as well.  Isn't there a lot of work for 

young people to do in God's kingdom?  You can pray that your example and teaching can have the same 

powerful effect on others! 

  

Small Means and Great Ends   is a collection of stories edited by Mrs. M.H. Adams and published in 1851.  The 

book may be read free online. 

 

SMALL MEANS AND GREAT ENDS; 

 

OR, 

 

THE WIDOW'S POT OF OIL. 

 

BY JULIA A. FLETCHER. 

 

"Oh! how I do wish I was rich!" said Eliza Melvyn, dropping her work in her lap, and looking up discontentedly 

to her mother; "why should not I be rich as well as Clara Payson? There she passes in her father's carriage, with 

her fine clothes, and haughty ways; while I sit here--sew--sewing--all day long. I don't see what use I am in the 

world! 

 

"Why should it be so? Why should one person have bread to waste, while another is starving? Why should one 

sit idle all day, while another toils all night? Why should one have so many blessings, and another so few?" 

 

"Eliza!" said Mrs. Melvyn, taking her daughter's hand gently within her own, and pushing back the curls from 

her flushed brow, "my daughter, why is this? why is your usual contentment gone, and why are you so sinfully 

complaining? Have you forgotten to think that 'God is ever good?'" 

 

"No, mother," replied the young girl, "but it sometimes appears strange to me, why he allows all these things." 

 

"Wiser people than either you or I have been led to wonder at these things," said Mrs. Melvyn; "but the 

Christian sees in all the wisdom of God, who allows us to be tried here, and will overrule all for our good. The 

very person who is envied for one blessing perhaps envies another for one he does not possess. But why would 

you be rich, my child?" 

 

"Mother, I went this morning through a narrow, dirty street in another part of the city. A group of ragged 

children were collected round one who was crying bitterly. I made my way through them and spoke to the little 

boy. He told me his little sister was dead, his father was sick, and he was hungry. Here was sorrow enough for 

any one; but the little boy stood there with his bare feet, his sunbleached hair and tattered clothes, and smiled 

almost cheerfully through the tears which washed white streaks amid the darkness of his dirty face. He led me 

to his home. Oh, mother! if you had been with me up those broken stairs, and seen the helpless beings in that 



dismal, dirty room you would have wished, like me, for the means to help them. The dead body lay there 

unburied, for the man said, they had no money to pay for a coffin. He was dying himself, and they might as well 

be buried together." 

 

"Are you sure, Eliza, that you have not the means to help them?" asked Mrs. Melvyn. "Put on your bonnet, my 

dear, and go to our sexton. Tell him to go and do what should be done. ...Then call on Dr. ---- the dispensary 

physician, and send him to the relief of the sick one. Then go to those of your acquaintance who have, as you 

say, 'bread to waste,' and mention to them this hungry little boy. If you have no money to give these sufferers, 

you have a voice to plead with those who have; and thus you may bless the poor, while you doubly bless the 

rich, for 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 

 

Eliza obeyed, and when she returned several hours after, her face glowing with animation, and eagerly 

recounted how much had been done for the poor family; how their dead had been humanely borne from their 

sight; how the sick man was visited by the physician, and his bitterness of spirit removed by the sympathy 

which was sent him; how the room was to be cleaned and ventilated, and how she left the little boy eating a 

huge slice of bread, while others of the family were half devouring the remainder of the loaf; her mother 

listened with the same gentleness. "It is well, my daughter," said she; "I preferred to send you on this errand of 

sympathy, that you might see how much you could do with small means." 

 

"I have a picture here," she continued, "which I wish you to keep as a token of this day's feelings and actions. It 

is called 'The Widow's Pot of Oil.' Will you read me the story which belongs to it?" 

 

Eliza took her little pocket Bible, the one that she always carried to [church], and, turning to the fourth chapter 

of the second book of Kings, read the first seven verses. Turn to them now, children, and read them. 

 

"You can see in this picture," said her mother, "how small was the 'pot of oil,' and how large were some of the 

vessels to be filled. Yet still it flowed on, a little stream; still knelt the widow in her faith, patiently supporting 

it; still brought her little sons the empty vessels; the blessing of God was upon it, and they were all filled. She 

feared not that the oil would cease to flow; she stopped not when one vessel was filled; she still believed, and 

labored, and waited, until her work was done. 

 

"Take this picture, my daughter, and when you think that you cannot do good with small means, remember 'the 

widow's pot of oil,' and perseveringly use the means you have; when one labor is done, begin another; stitch by 

stitch you have made this beautiful garment; very large houses are built of little bricks patiently joined together 

one by one; and 'the widow's small pot of oil' filled many large vessels." 

 

"Oh, mother," said Eliza, "I hope I shall never be so wicked again. I will keep the picture always...”  

 
Memory Verse:   
Recite the memory verses for this month: 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Jeremiah 10:23; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 3:17  

 

For Further Study: 

What kind of work did Peter, Andrew, James, and John do before they were disciples (Matthew 4:18-22)?  

What kind of work did Paul do (see Acts 18:1-3)?  Can you think of other jobs that people had in the Bible, 

such as Moses, Daniel, and Lydia?  Christ was thirty years old when He began His ministry – what kind of 

work did He do before then?  Read Proverbs 10:1-5 and think about how work is related to wisdom. 

 
Journal  

What kind of work do you want to do when you’re older?  Think about yourself doing this work.  What would 

show that you were a good worker?  How could you bring glory to God while doing this work? 



Nov. 29    Day 333   1 Timothy 5:1-17 
 

Do you think today’s reading is important for us?  Do you have good friends in church?  Do you know any 

widow’s at church? 

 

The first two verses of today’s reading tell us how we should act towards people in the church.  They are our 

family, and we should treat them with kindness and pure thoughts always.   

 

The following verses talk about how we should take care of widows in God’s family.  Some widows have 

family members to take care of them.  Some widows don’t, but if they served other Christians when they were 

younger, then the church can help them when they are widowed.  Younger widows might have the chance to 

marry again, and raise more children.  Paul said this would be good for them, because then they could stay busy, 

avoid sin, and do a lot of good for God’s people. 

 

You know, God could have just left us with a few commandments about worshiping Him and teaching the lost.  

He could have left us with just a few commandments about the things that men should do to lead the work of 

the church.   

 

But He has also blessed us with many, many commandments about caring for our church family.  Isn’t it 

wonderful that God cares for each and every member of Christ’s church?  He wants us to do the best we can for 

one another. 

 
Memory Verse:   
What memory verse (or verses) from this month would you use to answer these questions: 

What should a Christian think about in his spare moments? 

Can we trust the Bible? 

 

For Further Study: 

We have many good examples of how the early Christians served one another.  Can you remember what these 

Christians did? 

Acts 2:44-45 and 12:5 ~ the church at Jerusalem 

Acts 4:36-37 ~ Barnabas 

Acts 9:36-39 ~ Tabitha 

Acts 16:14-15 ~ Lydia 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:20-26.  How does God want different church members to act towards another?  Continue 

reading to the end of the chapter.  Can you see how every member is necessary?   

 

Journal : 

In verse 40 of Matthew 25, Christ specifies that we need to serve “these brothers of Mine, even the least of 

them.”  This shows us how important it is to Christ that we serve those in our Christian family.  Take a look at 

your church directory, or think of the people in your congregation.  Make a list of those who are less fortunate 

than you or who are sick.  Think of the ones who are “strangers” to you, whom you don’t know very well.  Pray 

for these people and think about how you and your family can serve them better. 

 

 

    



Nov. 30    Day 334   1 Timothy 6:8-19  

 

These verses talk about how to handle riches.  What are some of the things that happen when a person loves 

money?   

 

Many people spend their lives pursuing money and fighting for a “bigger piece of the pie” in this life.  What 

does Paul tell us we should be pursuing and fighting for instead?  What should the rich person be doing with his 

wealth? 

 

God wants us to remember that Heaven is our home.  When we remember that, then we’ll do our best with the 

blessings God gives us, and learn to be content here on earth. 

 
Memory Verse:   
What memory verse (or verses) from this month would you use to answer this question: 

Why can’t I do just what I want to do?  Why do I have to listen to God or anyone else? 

 

For Further Study: 

Read Proverbs 15:17, 17:1.  What do these verses tell us about riches?   

 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.  People who are poor, humble, lowly, and weak, are usually not celebrated in our 

world today.  But God is looking for people like that to serve in His kingdom.   

 

Journal : 

Make a list of your riches.  You may not think you have any, but if you really think about it, you do!  How can 

you use these riches to help others and glorify God? 

 


