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July 1 Day 182 Proverbs 24:30-34 

Parents: “Why Peter Rabbit Cannot Fold His Hands” is from Mother West Wind’s “Why” Stories by Thornton

Burgess, now out of print but found in used bookstores and free online.  

Happy Jack Squirrel sat with his hands folded across his white waistcoat. He is very fond of sitting with his

hands folded that way. A little way from him sat Peter Rabbit. Peter was sitting up very straight, but his hands

dropped right down in front. Happy Jack noticed it.

"Why don't you fold your hands the way I do, Peter Rabbit?" shouted Happy Jack.

"I--I--don't want to," stammered Peter.

"You mean you can't!" jeered Happy Jack.

Peter pretended not to hear, and a few minutes later he hopped away towards the dear Old Briar-patch, lipperty-

lipperty-lip. Happy Jack watched him go, and there was a puzzled look in Happy Jack's eyes.

"I really believe he can't fold his hands," said Happy Jack to himself, but speaking aloud.

"He can't, and none of his family can," said a gruff voice.

Happy Jack turned to find Old Mr. Toad sitting in the Lone Little Path.

"Why not?" asked Happy Jack.

"Ask Grandfather Frog; he knows," replied Old Mr. Toad, and started on about his business.

And this is how it happens that Grandfather Frog told this story to the little meadow and forest people gathered

around him on the bank of the Smiling Pool.

"Chug-a-rum!" said Grandfather Frog. "Old Mr. Rabbit, the grandfather a thousand times removed of Peter

Rabbit, was always getting into trouble. Yes, Sir, old Mr. Rabbit was always getting into trouble. Seemed like

he wouldn't be happy if he couldn't get into trouble. It was all because he was so dreadfully curious about other

people's business, just as Peter Rabbit is now. It seemed that he was just born to be curious and so, of course, to

get into trouble.

"One day word came to the Green Forest and to the Green Meadows that Old Mother Nature was coming to see

how all the little meadow and forest people were getting along, to settle all the little troubles and fusses between

them, and to find out who were and who were not obeying the orders she had given them when she had visited

them last. My, my, my, such a hurrying and scurrying and worrying as there was! You see, everybody wanted to

look his best when Old Mother Nature arrived, Yes, Sir, everybody wanted to look his best.

"There was the greatest changing of clothes you ever did see. Old King Bear put on his blackest coat. Mr. Coon

and Mr. Mink and Mr. Otter sat up half the night brushing their suits and making them look as fine and

handsome as they could. Even Old Mr. Toad put on a new suit under his old one, and planned to pull the old

one off and throw it away as soon as Old Mother Nature should arrive. Then everybody began to fix up their

homes and make them as neat and nice as they knew how--everybody but Mr. Rabbit.
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"Now Mr. Rabbit was lazy. He didn't like to work any more than Peter Rabbit does now. No, Sir, old Mr. Rabbit

was afraid of work. The very sight of work scared old Mr. Rabbit. You see, he was so busy minding other

people's business that he didn't have time to attend to his own. So his brown and gray coat always was rumpled

and tumbled and dirty. His house was a tumble-down affair in which no one but Mr. Rabbit would ever have

thought of living, and his garden--oh, dear me, such a garden you never did see! It was all weeds and brambles.

They filled up the yard, and old Mr. Rabbit actually couldn't have gotten into his own house if he hadn't cut a

path through the brambles.

"Now when old Mr. Rabbit heard that Old Mother Nature was coming, his heart sank way, way down, for he

knew just how angry she would be when she saw his house, his garden and his shabby suit.

"'Oh, dear! Oh, dear! What shall I do?' wailed Mr. Rabbit, wringing his hands.

"'Get busy and clean up,' advised Mr. Woodchuck, hurrying about his own work.

"Now Mr. Woodchuck was a worker and very, very neat. He meant to have his home looking just as fine as he

could make it. He brought up some clean yellow sand from deep down in the ground and sprinkled it smoothly

over his doorstep.

"'I'll help you, if I get through my own work in time,' shouted Mr. Woodchuck over his shoulder.

"That gave Mr. Rabbit an idea. He would ask all his neighbors to help him, and perhaps then he could get his

house and garden in order by the time Old Mother Nature arrived. So Mr. Rabbit called on Mr. Skunk and Mr.

Coon and Mr. Mink and Mr. Squirrel and Mr. Chipmunk, and all the rest of his neighbors, telling them of his

trouble and asking them to help. Now, in spite of the trouble Mr. Rabbit was forever making for other people by

his dreadful curiosity and meddling with other people's affairs, all his neighbors had a warm place in their hearts

for Mr. Rabbit, and they all promised that they would help him as soon as they had their own work finished.

"Instead of hurrying home and getting to work himself, Mr. Rabbit stopped a while after each call and sat with

his arms folded, watching the one he was calling on work. Mr. Rabbit was very fond of sitting with folded arms.

It was very comfortable. But this was no time to be doing it, and Mr. Skunk told him so.

"'If you want the rest of us to help you, you'd better get things started yourself,' said old Mr. Skunk, carefully

combing out his big, plumy tail.

"'That's right, Mr. Skunk! That's right!' said Mr. Rabbit, starting along briskly, just as if he was going to hurry

right home and begin work that very instant.

"But half an hour later, when Mr. Skunk happened to pass the home of Mr. Chipmunk, there sat Mr. Rabbit with

his arms folded, watching Mr. Chipmunk hurrying about as only Mr. Chipmunk can.

"Finally Mr. Rabbit had made the round of all his friends and neighbors, and he once more reached his tumble-

down house. 'Oh, dear,' sighed Mr. Rabbit, as he looked at the tangle of brambles which almost hid the little old

house, 'I never, never can clear away all this! It will be a lot easier to work when all my friends are here to help,'

So he sighed once more and folded his arms, instead of beginning work as he should have done. And then,

because the sun was bright and warm, and he was very, very comfortable, old Mr. Rabbit began to nod, and

presently he was fast asleep.



3

"Now Old Mother Nature likes to take people by surprise, and it happened that she chose this very day to make

her promised visit. She was greatly pleased with all she saw as she went along, until she came to the home of

Mr. Rabbit.

"'Mercy me!' exclaimed Old Mother Nature, throwing up her hands as she saw the tumble-down house almost

hidden by the brambles and weeds. 'Can it be possible that any one really lives here?'

Then, peering through the tangle of brambles, she spied old Mr. Rabbit sitting on his broken-down doorstep

with his arms folded and fast asleep.

"At first she was very indignant, oh, very indignant, indeed! She decided that Mr. Rabbit should be punished

very severely. But as she watched him sitting there, dreaming in the warm sunshine, her anger began to melt

away. The fact is, Old Mother Nature was like all the rest of Mr. Rabbit's neighbors--she just couldn't help

loving happy-go-lucky Mr. Rabbit in spite of all his faults. With a long stick she reached in and tickled the end

of his nose.

"Mr. Rabbit sneezed, and this made him wake up. He yawned and blinked, and then his eyes suddenly flew

wide open with fright. He had discovered Old Mother Nature frowning at him. She pointed a long forefinger at

him and said:

    'In every single blessed day

     There's time for work and time for play.

     Who folds his arms with work undone

     Doth cheat himself and spoil his fun.'

"'Hereafter, Mr. Rabbit, you and your children and your children's children will never again be able to sit with

folded arms until you or they have learned to work.'

"And that is why Peter Rabbit cannot fold his arms and still lives in a tumble-down house among the brambles,"

concluded Grandfather Frog.

Memory Verse: 

By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established.  Proverbs 24:3

For Further Study: 

Do you know anybody in the Bible who didn’t have work to do?  From the time of Adam, God has meant for

men to work.  What kind of work did Adam do (Genesis 2:15)?  What work did God give Eve to do (Genesis

2:18)?  What kind of work did Abraham, Joseph, David, and Jesus do?  Even kings and princes have

responsibilities and duties.  Can you think of them?

Journal: 

Write down the top three jobs that you would like to have someday.  How do these jobs help you be wise?  How

can you spread the gospel at each of these workplaces?  For example, let’s imagine that you want to be a chef

when you grow up.  Could you talk to your co-workers about Jesus, whom the gospel calls the “Bread of Life”?

Could you talk to them about the “food” that God has given your souls?



4

July 2 Day 183 Proverbs 25: 20-28 

It may be easier to understand today’s lesson if you read verse 28 first, then proceed backwards to verse 20.

These verses seem to be separate, unrelated thoughts until you read verse 28 –Like a city that is broken into and

without walls is a man who has no control over his spirit.

In Solomon’s day, a city without walls might as well have been dead.  The walls protected it.  The walls gave its

citizens security.  The walls showed others the worth and power of the city within.  How would you feel if your

home had no walls?

Now think of a person who cannot control his spirit (his feelings or emotions).  His feelings come out and hurt

himself and others.  He is a danger to himself and others.  What are some of the problems listed in Proverbs 25

that are caused by a lack of self-control?

“Sun and Wind” was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in the book Fifty-Two Talks for Boys and

Girls in 1914.  It is actually the retelling of a traditional fable.  Chidley’s book is now out of print but still

available free online.

SUN AND WIND

Once upon a time, according to an old fable, the sun and the northwind had a contest to see which could take a

man's coat off the more quickly.

The northwind tried first. It gathered together all its forces in its own corner of the earth, and then rushed forth

upon this man who was walking along a country-road. The wind blew and blew, and it seemed as if the

traveller's coat would be blown from his back or torn to tatters.  But the harder the northwind blew the tighter

the man drew his coat about him, and the wind could not get it off his back. After it had spent all its force it

gave up in despair.

Then the sun had its turn. It came out without noise or violence like the northwind. It did not whistle in the

treetops nor bluster through the bushes. It did not buffet nor struggle with the man. It just went on pouring forth

its heat. And it seemed as if it could never win, any more than the northwind. But soon the traveller took out his

handkerchief and wiped the perspiration from his face. Then, before long, he took off his hat. Soon he

unbuttoned his coat, and finally he took it off of his own accord. The sun had won the contest against the

northwind!

Now, a fable is meant to teach a lesson. The lesson of this fable is that gentleness wins where only strength and

rudeness fail. If some one has done you a wrong, the way to deal with him is not to try to "get even" with him,

as we say. Nor is the best way to get angry with him and scold him. The Bible tells us that the way to overcome

your enemy is to do good for evil, for it says by so doing you will "heap coals of fire upon his head."

Usually it is the weak people who bluster like the northwind, and storm and brag. Strong people are usually

quiet. There is an old saying that "if you are right you can afford to keep your temper, and if you are wrong you

cannot afford to lose it." Be gentle. You will win more that way than by getting angry.

Memory Verse: 

By _________ a house is built, and by _________ it is established.  Proverbs 24:3
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For Further Study: 

Read Proverbs 25:20-22.  What are some of the wonderful things that happen when we have control over our

emotions?  Think of how sad Jesus felt when He prayed in the garden before His death.  Think of how He bore

so much pain on the cross.  What wonderful things happened then?

Journal: 

Think of the things that make you lose your temper, break down crying, or make your heart jump.  Can you

learn to control your reaction to these things?  It takes a lot of practice to become self-controlled.  Some people

also use the words “self-discipline” – this means it takes learning.  How can you learn not to have such strong

emotions?  What can you pray about this? 
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July 3  Day 184  Proverbs 26:18-22 

Do you like telling jokes and riddles?  I do!  What is your favorite joke or riddle?

Sometimes we like to tease one another with jokes and riddles.  But we should never make fun of each other in

order to hurt someone, or try to start fights for our particular enjoyment. It isn’t wise to stir up problems

between others.  Do you like feeling as if others are laughing at you?  Do you like feeling as if everyone is

against you?

Today’s verses in Proverbs talk about this particular kind of foolishness, the kind that likes to start problems

among others.  Sometimes people do this so they can feel in control.  Sometimes they do it so that they can feel

better about themselves. 

“The Boys and the Frogs” was written by Aesop.  You can read Aesop's Fables free on the internet.

THE BOYS AND THE FROGS

Some Boys were playing one day at the edge of a pond in which lived a family of Frogs. The Boys amused

themselves by throwing stones into the pond so as to make them skip on top of the water.

The stones were flying thick and fast and the Boys were enjoying themselves very much; but the poor Frogs in

the pond were trembling with fear.

At last one of the Frogs, the oldest and bravest, put his head out of the water, and said, "Oh, please, dear

children, stop your cruel play! Though it may be fun for you, it means death to us!"

Always stop to think whether your fun may not be the cause of another's unhappiness.

Memory Verse: 

By _________ a house is _____, and by _________ it is _______.  Proverbs 24:3

For Further Study: 

Read Ephesians 4:29-32.  What kind of words should be coming from our mouths?

Read 1 Timothy 5:2.  When a group of young men are together, it’s natural for them to jest and” talk tough.”

Likewise, a group of girls together might tease each other playfully.  However, there is a soberness and

gentleness of heart that young people in God’s family must learn to have with others, especially when they are

in mixed company.  We must remember to shine the light of Christ upon everyone we meet.  Good-natured

teasing & playful arguing can quickly turn into hurt feelings.  We can’t lead others to Christ unless we show

them His love. People will not want to be part of God’s family if that family cannot get along.  

Journal: 

List the names of all your family members.  Also list your three closest friends.  Now list three children whom

you know, but not very well.  Next to each person’s name, list three good things about them.  Over the next few

weeks, how can you compliment these people for their good qualities?
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July 4 Day 185 Proverbs 27:23-27

Imagine that you came home one day and there was no refrigerator in your home.  Imagine that there was no

pantry or cupboards.  What you ate was whatever you could catch or find.  How much would you trust in God if

you didn’t know when you would eat again?

These verses in Proverbs show us a particular kind of wisdom, the kind that comes from knowing God will

provide for us.  It is the kind of wisdom that takes care of our blessings and makes the most of the riches around

us.  It is the kind of wisdom that is thankful for God’s bountiful care.  It is so easy for us to expect to be fed and

clothed.  We forget that the food piled up in our pantries and the many clothes hanging in our closets are

because God has ordained for the earth to bring forth its growth every season, and for the animals to multiply

and sustain us.  

Wise children of God remember that His hand blesses them every single day.  Do you have this kind of

wisdom?  

Memory Verse: 

Recite Proverbs 24:3

For Further Study: 

Read Exodus 16:1-7.  How did God teach the Israelites to depend on Him?  In Matthew chapter 10, Christ sends

his twelve disciples out to begin their work for Him.  In verses 9-11, He gives them some commandments about

how they will be cared for during their journeys.  Why do you think they can’t take anything with them?  

Read Philippians 4:10-19, especially verse 19.  How will our attitude about our riches influence the way we

help and share with others?  

Journal: 

Imagine you only have one shelf in your refrigerator and one shelf in your pantry.  Imagine you only have room

for three outfits in your closet, and one pair of shoes.  What could you live without?  What would you try to

keep?  
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July 5 Day 186 Proverbs 28:9-14

Have you ever made a mistake?  Have you ever accidentally done something?  Have you ever suddenly realized

that you had done something to displease God?  How did you feel?

God knows that we will make mistakes.  What has God given us to help us overcome our faults?  These verses

in Proverbs tell  us that  God wants us to listen to His commandments.   When we realize we haven’t  been

following them, we can confess our wrongs and He will be compassionate. 

What does it mean to be compassionate?  It  means that God will feel sorry for us and sympathize with us,

because He knows we are frail and need Him.  He wants to help us feel better and do better.  Isn’t that what we

want too?

What about the man who “turns away his ear from listening to the law” (verse 9)?  What about the man who

“conceals his transgressions” (verse 13)?  What about the man who “hardens his heart” (verse 14)?  Have you

heard of people in the Bible who did this?  Have you ever tried to cover up something you’ve done wrong?

Why does this not work with God?

We have to remember that God sees everything.  This is something to fear, but it’s also a great comfort.  He is

watching and waiting for us to return to Him.  His arms are open and ready for us!  It’s a great blessing to have

forgiveness in God.  We should never turn away from the opportunity to make things right with Him and others.

Memory Verse: 

“...the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”  John 12:48.

For Further Study: 

Confession is such an important part of a life in Christ.  Telling God that we know we did wrong shows Him

that we are serious about doing better.  Telling others what we did wrong can help us resolve to do better.  It

can also encourage others to confess their wrongs, which helps us understand and encourage one another.

There is nothing shameful in telling your church family that you need help.  Read James 5:16-20.  What great

things can God accomplish when we confess our wrongs to one another?   

Journal: 

God is ready and willing to forgive.  Are you that way too?  If we are commanded to confess our sins to one

another, what kind of person ought you to be so that others will feel free to confess their sins to you?   What can

you think about to help you be more forgiving towards others?  
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July 6 Day 187 Proverbs 29:15-21 

The following story was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in Fifty-Two Story Talks for Boys and

Girls in 1914.  The book can be read free online.

A HINT FROM A CARIBOU

This is an animal-story. It is about a caribou. A caribou is a kind of reindeer, and lives in Canada.

One day a man was out in a stumpy pasture-field beside a woods in Canada, and he saw a mother caribou and

her little calf feeding quietly down in a valley nearby.

He was on a little hill some distance away, but the wind was blowing in the direction of the caribou. Presently

the mother caribou raised her head, sniffed the air, and looked in the direction where the man was hidden

behind a stump. She had caught the scent of a human being. That meant danger to her calf. Soon the mother

caribou, leaving her calf in the valley, started in the direction of the man. He slipped from his hiding-place to

another stump. On came the caribou till she reached the very stump behind which the man had first hidden.

There she smelled the ground, and then a strange thing happened. She called her calf to her, had it smell the

ground, too, so as to get the scent of the man. When that was done, she got behind that little caribou and butted

it down the valley as fast as it could go. Why did she do that? It was to teach her calf that whenever it got that

scent on the air, there was danger, and it must get away as quickly as possible.

Ever after that, even before the calf knew that this scent belonged to a man, or had seen a man, it would run

away from it.

Your parents are constantly doing for you what that mother caribou did for her little one. When they tell you

that such and such a thing is wrong, and you must not do it; when again they tell you there is danger in going to

a certain place, or in chumming with a particular boy or girl, they are again doing the same thing for you. And

when they punish you, as that mother caribou did her calf, it is because they know the danger far better than

you, and they know that your safety depends upon keeping away from such things.

Then, bye and bye, perhaps, as you grow older, you will begin to see for yourself what the danger meant, just as

the little caribou might some day see a hunter for itself. And then you will no longer think your parents cruel or

strict; you will be thankful that they were so wise and kind.

…what does the Lord your God require from you, 

but to fear the Lord your God, 

to walk in all His ways and love Him…. 

And to keep the Lord’s commandments and His statutes 

which I am commanding you today 

for your good?  

Deuteronomy 10:12-13

Memory Verse: 

“...the _____ that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”  John 12:48.
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For Further Study: 

Read Hebrews 12:7-13.  If we want to call God our Father, what must we accept from Him?  What is the

purpose of discipline?

The book of Proverbs has a lot of advice from Solomon to his son about discipline.  Did you ever think that

Solomon was thinking of his grandchildren when he taught his son about discipline?  Read Proverbs 17:6 to see

how thankful Solomon was for his children and grandchildren.  It’s no wonder, then, that Solomon wanted them

to please the Lord.  Read other verses about discipline in Proverbs 13:24, 19:28, 22:6, and 22:15.

Journal: 

When have you received discipline?  How did it help you?  If you had a child that acted exactly as you act, how

would you discipline him or her?  Why?   
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July 7 Day 188 Proverbs 30: 5-9

This chapter in Proverbs was written by a man named Agur.  Do you think he was a wise man?  What did he

say in these verses that was very wise?

Why can we have confidence in God’s Word (verse 5)?  Do you ever doubt God’s Word?  Someday you may

hear someone ask, “How can you know that the Bible is true?”  How would you answer?

Verse 6 says that we shouldn’t add to God’s Word.  What would be an example of adding to the Word of God?

We wouldn’t want God to call us a liar, would we?

What does Agur ask from the Lord in verses 7-9?  Do you think these were good things to ask of God?

Agur was a wise man.  He knew what was important to the Lord.  Don’t you want to be wise also?

Memory Verse: 

“...the _____ that I have _____ will judge him in the last day.”  John 12:48.

For Further Study: 

Agur’s prayer in Proverbs 30:7-9 show us the value of being content with what you have.  They also show us

how important it is to be thankful and to honor God.  How important are these qualities?  Read verses 11-33 and

you can see what happens when people are discontented and ungrateful.  

Journal: 

If you could ask two things of God, what would they be?
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July 8 Day 189 Proverbs 31:28-31

Have you ever won an award?  When was the last time someone complimented you?  When was the last time

someone said, “I’m proud of you”?

You know it is not Christ-like to brag about yourself.  But we all like being told that we are appreciated, don’t

we?  In Proverbs 31, a good woman is described by the Lord.  She is hard-working, devoted, and smart.  She is

kind and generous.  

But she does not win awards.  She is not famous.  She is not on any magazine covers or in the news.  In fact, we

don’t even know this woman’s name.

But she is loved and she is praised!  Who praises this woman?  Her children praise her because they know she

takes care of them so well.  Her husband praises her because he knows he could not accomplish much without

her.  Her works praise her because they attest to her hard work and care.  And the Lord praises her because she

shows His light to others by her goodness.

Memory Verse: 

“...the …. will judge him in the last day.”  John 12:48.

For Further Study: 

Read Proverbs 31: 10-31, and then read about these of “excellent women” in the New Testament.  How are they

examples of the qualities described in Proverbs 31?  

Ruth (Ruth 1:14-17; 2:11-13; 3:10-11)

Abigail (1 Samuel 25:14-25)

Lydia (Acts 16:14-16)

Priscilla (Acts 18:2; 18:24-28; Romans 16:3-4; 1 Corinthians 16:19)

Sometimes women (and men too) worry about things like their appearance, their careers, what kind of house

they live in, and what other people think about them.  How does Proverbs 31 tell us about what God looks for in

each of these areas?  How is this different from the world’s viewpoint? 

Journal: 

Who are the “worthy women” in your congregation?  How do they exhibit the qualities that are mentioned in

Proverbs 31?  How can you show your appreciation to them?  How can you encourage and help them?

For girls: What do you need to learn in order to become like the woman described in Proverbs 31?  How do you

see yourself exhibiting these qualities when you are older?  
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July 9 Day 190 Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

The book of Ecclesiastes was written by Solomon.  Do you remember some things about him?  He was David’s

son.  He was the one who asked for wisdom, and God also gave him wealth and honor.  Solomon, it is said, had

300 wives and 700 concubines (girlfriends).  He had vineyards, animals, and land.  He built a fine temple for

God, and then a huge palace for himself.  Solomon never told himself “no” (verse 10).

Some people think that  would be a  wonderful  life.   But you’ll  notice that  in verse 11, Solomon says  that

everything he did just seemed so useless.  Imagine that: having the world at your fingertips, and feeling that it is

“vanity and striving after wind.”

Ecclesiastes 3:11 says that God has put eternity in man’s heart.  God has built it in man to want something that

only God can give: eternity.  Man naturally wants something more than this world can give.  We go searching,

searching,  searching  for  something  bigger  than  ourselves,  something  worthwhile,  something  pure  and

everlasting.  And only God can fill that need.

Memory Verse: 

“...the …. will ____ him in the last day.”  John 12:48.

For Further Study: 

Read Acts 17:16-34.  How were the Athenians searching for eternity?  What did Paul teach them?

Journal: 

Do you sometimes feel like the things you do are “vanity and striving after wind”?  Are there things in your life

that don't feel worthwhile, or that don't make you happy anymore?  What can you pray to God about these

things?
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July 10    Day 191 Ecclesiastes 3:1-9

There used to be a famous song about these verses from the Bible.  Many older people know the song.  And yet,

many people find it hard to actually believe these words.

Sometimes we wish so hard for something and we have a hard time waiting for it. Sometimes bad things happen

and we don’t know why.  Some people have fortune, and some people have trouble.  This world is not a perfect

place.

We have to remember that God is eternal, and that He knows the future.  So to Him, time is nothing.  As long as

we are serving Him and know that He is watching over us, we can use our time on earth wisely. With His help,

we can handle whatever happens.

Memory Verse: 

“...the …. will ____ him in ___ ___ ___.”  John 12:48.

For Further Study: 

Read Psalm 39:5; Psalm 90:4; and 2 Peter 3:9.  How is God's concept of time different from ours?  How should

this make us look at the good and the bad things that happen to us?

Journal: 

Read the Bible passage in Ecclesiastes again.  

• Verse 2 ~ Have you ever seen a newborn child?  Have you known someone who died?  

• Verse 3 ~ Have you ever planted anything, and have you ever plucked up something that was planted?  

• Verse  4  ~  Have  you  ever  killed  a  bug?   Have  you  ever  thrown  out  something  that  wasn't  useful

anymore? 

• What  are  the  other  “times”  in  these  verses  that  you've  experienced?   What  great  and  not-so-great

experiences have you had?  How has God been with you in all those times?  Pray that God will be with

you during whatever time He grants you on earth.  We need God every minute of our lives!
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July 11 Day 192 Ecclesiastes 7:1-4

I think that when you first read these verses, it sounds like God wants us to be sad instead of happy.  God does

want us to find joy in this life.  But He also wants us to think seriously about our souls and about obeying Him.

Do you remember the verses you read yesterday?  There is a time for sadness and a time for mirth and laughter.

The fool who laughs at everything does not think of how he can please God.  He doesn't consider that his sins

make God sad.  When God is sad, we should be sad also.  When difficult times come, we should think about

how God can help us.  It is during these times of sadness and need that we can draw closer to God.

God doesn't make bad things happen.  Sometimes they just happen for no reason at all.  But they can be a time

of growth and learning for us as we bring our broken hearts to our Father in Heaven.

Memory Verse: 

Recite  John 12:48.

For Further Study: 

Read 2 Corinthians 7:9-11.  When we are sorrowful about our sins, what is the result?

Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-4.  When we are comforted by God, how does that help us be more loving towards

others?

Journal: 

Think of the times when you have been sad.  Have you gotten closer to God during those times?  Why or why

not?  What can help you remember to do that in the future?
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July 12 Day 193 Ecclesiastes  12:1-3  

The following essay was written by Bruce S. Wright and published in The Children's Six Minutes in 1922.  The

book is now in the public domain and available for reading free on the internet.

COME

There is not a girl or boy ... who does not feel within the desire to do good. The drawing power of good--in

other words, the drawing power of God. He it is who says to you, "Come."

I want to illustrate this by a few things which I have here. The first is this magnet. And here are some small

nails. These tiny nails represent girls and boys of about eleven or twelve years of age. I apply the magnet to

these nails and I lift up--can you see me--twenty-five or thirty nails. You see it is a great deal easier to respond

to the drawing power of good, to answer the great "Come," in girlhood and boyhood.

Now here are some nails that are a little larger. I can lift up only five or six of these larger nails. They represent

young people of eighteen or nineteen. As one gets older he does not hear as readily, at least he does not answer,

Christ's blessed "Come."

Next we have some nails still larger. The magnet will lift up only one or two of these. They stand for men and

women in mature life. Oh, if one has not responded to Christ's call in childhood or youth, it becomes

increasingly difficult as the years pass. How seldom, how very seldom, does an aged one answer the divine call

and give his heart to the Lord!

Here is a very large nail, and it is rusty. Indeed it is literally coated with rust. This represents the life that is deep

in sin. For long years this life has been persisting in his evil ways. As the magnet must be very strong to

penetrate the rust and grip the nail, so Christ's call must be strong and loving to reach the sinful soul. Christ can

save "from the uttermost," but how much better it is to say in early youth, "I hear thy voice, my Lord. Gladly I

come."

Memory Verse: 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole

duty of man.”  Ecclesiastes 12:13

For Further Study: 

There are many verses from the Bible that tell us not to wait to remember our Creator.  Read Psalm 90:12; 2

Corinthians 6:2;  Ephesians 5:15-16; Colossians 4:5.

Read Luke 9:57-62 and 14:15-24.  What kind of excuses did people give in these stories?  What was Christ's

reactions to these excuses?  Can you think of similar excuses that people give today for not obeying God?

Journal: 

Why do you think a young person can find it  easier to remember his Creator than an older person?  What

advantages do the young have over older people?  How are you making use of these advantages in your service

to God?
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July 13 Day 194 Song of Songs/ Song of Solomon 8:6-7

Who really loves you?  Whom do you really love?  

How strong is the feeling of love?  How is it described in these verses?  Have you ever felt this strongly about

someone?

Who taught you how to love?  Who taught them?  Did you know that God taught all men what true love is

really about?  How did God show true love to us?

This book of the Bible could be a love letter between a man and a woman.  Some people say it was written by

Solomon to a woman he loved.  How would you feel to get a love letter like this?  

Imagine that you have received a letter saying: “I love you.  I would do anything for you.  I would like you to

come be with me.”  Do you know what?  The whole Bible is God’s gift of love to you!  God said the same thing

in the Bible ~ He loves us, wants to bless us, and wants us to live with Him someday.

Memory Verse: 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: ____ ___ and keep His commandments, for this is the whole

duty of man.”  Ecclesiastes 12:13

For Further Study: 

There are many love songs, poems, and stories in the world, but God shows us what true love really is.  Read

Romans 5:8; Romans 8:35; 1 John 4:8.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-8.  How does love surpass all other spiritual gifts?  What are the qualities of true love?

Journal: 

What is your favorite love song?  What book, movie, or television characters do you think about when you hear

the words, “lovers.”  Now compare these things to the list in 1 Corinthians 13.  Do they truly reflect the love

that God teaches us?  Why or why not?
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July 14 Day 195 Isaiah 1:16-20

Have you ever played in the snow?  I used to live in the Northern part of the United States, and every winter the

snow would come to fill our streets and yards.  Overnight, the world was transformed into a crystal-white play-

land.  Trees, bushes, and houses looked unfamiliar underneath their blankets.  Everything seemed clearer and

sharper, as if I were wearing new eyeglasses.  Even the air smelled different.

Our mother dressed us in bright pink snowsuits to play outside.  The plows would leave tall piles of snow in the

school parking lot, which made perfect “mountains” for us to climb and build tunnels and warrens for playing.

The snow brought new amusements that couldn't be done the rest of the year: sledding, skating, and snowball

fights.

I no longer live where it snows every winter.  The closest impression I receive is when the cotton fields are

harvested and left in the fields in large, snow-white blocks to be transported to the cotton gin.  Those large

white “mountains” of cotton remind me of the snow.  But it's not the same as in my childhood, when every year

the snow came and changed my world.

Snow can transform a landscape, can change the way we see things, and can also change the things we do.  So,

too, does the healing power of God's forgiveness.  After confessing our wrongs to Him and resolving to change

our ways, the weight of guilt and shame is dissolved, and we can see the goodness of God around us, urging us

on in our service to Him. When God says He will make us white as snow, it is because He knows what snow

means to the earth it touches.

Memory Verse: 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: ____ ___ and keep His ________, for this is the whole duty of

man.”  Ecclesiastes 12:13

For Further Study: 

Repentance is more than just saying you are sorry ~ it means resolving to change your life so that you will not

commit the same sin again.  Many people feel sorry for their sin but don't change their circumstances and habits

so that they can do better in the future.  Read Luke 3:7-14.  When John the Baptist told men to repent, he

expected them to prove it through their new works for God.  Read also Matthew 12:43-45.  What happens when

we don't replace wrong behavior with right ones?

How was true repentance demonstrated in the lives of these people: Paul (Acts 9:1-31); the Philippian jailer

(Acts 16:25-34); the Ephesians (Acts 19:11-20).

Journal: 

Is there a habit or problem that you feel sorry for and would like to change?  Write it down.  Write down when

it is most likely to happen.  Write down the things or people that influence you in this habit.  What can you

change about your life so that this behavior can cease?  Also, what good thing can you do in place of it?
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July 16 Day 197 Isaiah 17:1-8

As I write this Bible lesson, it is December in West Texas.  This is a deceptive month, for some days it is

bitterly cold, and some days it is as sunny and warm as an April morning.  We may leave the house at breakfast

in coats and jackets, then abandon them in the afternoon to play in the park; yet by nightfall, it is time to light a

fire in the fireplace.

This is the time that our trees are losing leaves and the garden has been put to bed.  Yet, one may see a few

brave flowers in the fields.  Birds that are flying south for the winter stop here to sing.  We see these little

reminders of the warm weather, before the January frost arrives.  They remind me of these verses in Isaiah.

God  says  that  difficult  times  will  come  for  His  people.   Sometimes  these  include  trials  and  distresses,

persecution and wars.  But God said He would strengthen His people, and that some would survive.  Those are

the “gleanings” left in the field, and the “four or five branches” left on the fruitful tree.  Those are the ones

whose faith remain intact.  Could that be you?  When things are difficult, will you be that brave little flower in

the field, that bird still trilling his song into the gray December sky?  Pray that your faith will grow in strength

and wisdom, so that you can be a certain reminder of God's love to those around you.

Memory Verse: 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: ____ ___ and keep His ________, for this is the ____ _____ of

man.”  Ecclesiastes 12:13

For Further Study: 

The idea of a “remnant” is that God would allow some of the faithful Israelites to survive, because Christ was

coming from this people (remember the theme of the Old Testament?).  See Isaiah 1:9; Jeremiah 23:3; and

Ezekiel 14:22.  God gave these words to be a hope to His people Israel.  

In a sense, Christians are a remnant as well.  Do you sometimes feel like you're in the minority because you

serve God?  There was a young person in the Bible who might have felt the same way, but who stayed loyal to

Christ and His cause.  Young Timothy traveled with Paul and “stuck with him” even when others didn't.  You

can read about him in Philippians 2:19-23.

Journal: 

Talk to an older person this week about this or her life in Christ.  What things have helped them remain faithful?

What things have shaken their faith?  What advice could they give you about staying true to God?
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July 17 Day 198 Isaiah 26:1-4

The following essay was written by Bruce S. Wright and published in The Children's Six Minutes in 1922.  The

book is in the public domain and may be read freely on the internet.

KNIFE LESSONS

I have here a knife. It was given me by a friend, a token of his affection and esteem, when I went aboard the

steamer in Manila, Philippine Islands, to return to the homeland. All these years since then the knife has been on

my study desk, daily teaching me. What lessons does this knife teach?

First of all the knife tells me of Strength. The most important part of this knife is what I call the backbone. It is

the main portion of the knife to which all the blades are fastened, as well as the polished pearl handle. This

would be a weak and useless knife did it not have a backbone. It says to me every day "Be strong, stand up,

have convictions, be steadfast."

Lesson number two, Discipline. This knife has been subjected to many trials and tests. The steel of which these

blades are made had to go through a hard, hot, trying process before they were tempered and fit to take an edge

and hold it. Sometimes I rebel about certain processes of the days, then I think of my knife and learn from it the

lesson of discipline....

The [last] lesson is Usefulness. Really it is quite wonderful the variety of uses to which this knife can be put.

Here is a big blade, and a small blade; here is a blade with a file; folded in the back is a tiny pair of scissors. So

the great test of life is its usefulness.

Memory Verse: 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: ..., for this is …..”  Ecclesiastes 12:13

For Further Study: 

Isaiah 26:1 talks about a strong city that God has prepared for His people.  God has prepared a great city for His

people in Heaven.  You can read more about this city in Hebrews 11:13-16 (first it talks about a country, then a

city) and Revelation 21.

Isaiah 26:3 talks about God keeping us in perfect peace because of our trust in Him.  This is the same message

found in Philippians 4:6-7.  How can we find peace in God?

Journal: 

Think about the qualities discussed in the story of the knife today: spiritual strength, discipline, and usefulness.

How are you doing in these areas?  Where can you improve? 
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July 18 Day 199 Isaiah 29:13-16

One of the most interesting toys in our home is an electric child's pottery wheel that was given to us by a

relative.  It's  been great fun learning how to make things on it.  However,  pottery is not something that is

undertaken easily.  Have you ever looked at a piece of pottery?  Perhaps in your home there is a cookie jar, clay

jug, or some other shaped vessel.  Even a plate is an amazing thing if you think about it ~ to think that a perfect

circle could be formed so smoothly and evenly!  I didn't appreciate this until I attempted to make one of my

own.

Pottery clay is a tricky thing.  Ours came in a plastic bag and we had to cut off chunks of it that could be easily

managed.  Then it had to be kneaded and warmed by our hands so that it would be pliable enough to work with.

We had to squeeze the air bubbles out of it and, sometimes, drip water onto it to make it the right consistency ~

not too wet and not too dry.  The children were impatient.  When could they use the pottery wheel?  “Not yet,

for if you tried to make something of this clay before it's ready, it would not form properly.  There would be air

bubbles in your piece which would make it less strong.”

Finally, we could put our lump of clay on the wheel and start it spinning.  The clay felt so nice and cold in our

hands.  But oh, what was happening ~ the wheel spun too quickly, we've pressed too much on this side, and

now our piece is turning into a cone.  Stop the wheel... mash the clay... start over.  This happened many times.

We were able to make two lumpy little bowls that day.   One is painted beautifully and sits on my kitchen

counter, holding marbles and bracelets and game pieces, or whatever else I pick up from the kitchen floor for

my children to put away.  The other little bowl was dried and painted, but then promptly broke when we set it

on the counter.  We don't know why.  How sad to lose something for which we had worked so hard!

It's no wonder that God compares our hearts to clay.  Do they conform freely to His will?  Do they struggle

within His hands, wishing to follow their own tradition?  Do they sin and show others by their behavior, “He

did not make me”?  Do they act like pretty little pieces but then shatter at the first sign of stress?

Now that I think about it, we haven't used our pottery wheel since that first time.  My children say it is too

difficult.  Perhaps in a few years they will have bigger hands ~ and more patience!

Memory Verse: 

“Let us hear the _______ of the whole matter: ..., for this is …..”  Ecclesiastes 12:13

For Further Study: 

Read Jeremiah 18:1-12.  How did God show the Israelites that He was “the potter”?  How did His “clay”

behave?

Verses 13 and 14 from today's reading are repeated in Matthew 15:8-9.  Jesus used those verses to show that the

Pharisees were hypocrites.  They told others to follow God, but they did not follow God themselves  Read the

verses preceding these.  What tradition were the Pharisees doing?  What law of God were they breaking?

Journal: 

What have you done lately to show that you are “good clay” in your Father's hands?  What have you done that

may have declared to others, “He did not make me”?  What can you pray about these things?
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July 19 Day 200 Isaiah 35:8-10

“I think we are lost,” said Michael to his older brother.  He tried not to sound too scornful, but the sun was hot,

and he was tired.  

The boys had taken a picnic lunch and gone riding through their ranch all morning.  Now they were heading

home on their horses.  But lately there had been no familiar landmarks. The sun was right above them, so they

could not use that as a guide.  

Matthew scanned the horizon for something familiar, perhaps a windmill or a hill that would tell him where

they were.  He tried not to look worried.  He knew that if they stayed gone too long, their family and ranch

hands would come looking for them.  However, he didn't like the idea of being stuck in the wilderness waiting

for them, especially when it grew dark.  He knew there were wild animals roaming about, as their ranch land

covered thousands of acres.  Fortunately, the days were long, and they would have several hours more to try and

reach home before the coyotes and mountain lions emerged.

Suddenly Michael pointed at something shiny on his left.  “Look at that streak of light.  What do you think it is?

The river?”

Matthew looked carefully for a while to make sure of what he saw, then said a silent prayer of thanks.  “That's

the highway.  And praise the Lord, it's on our left-hand side.  That means we're headed in the right direction.

We'll turn a little bit so we come closer to it, but we're going the right way, Michael.  We should be home in

about an hour.”

Michael was relieved.  He knew that if they had turned their backs to the highway by mistake, their travels

would have taken them many miles away from home.  “It's a good thing I saw that.”

Matthew agreed.  And though he didn't admit it, he felt a lot safer knowing where they were headed.

Memory Verse: 

“Let us hear the _______ of the ____ _____: ..., for this is …..”  Ecclesiastes 12:13

For Further Study: 

Here are some other verses about walking on the Lord's way: Proverbs 4:11; Proverbs 16:17; Psalm 23:3; Psalm

25:10; Psalm 119:35; Matthew 7:14.  How do we know that we are walking on the right path for God?  What

has He given us to guide us?  Think of the opposite of these verses – what are people like, and what is life like,

when His way is not followed?

Journal: 

At what times in your life have you felt spiritually lost?  Has there been something you are doubting or fearing?

Is there something in the future that worries or scares you?  Let God know about it today.
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July 20 Day 201 Isaiah 40:27-31

Do you know any children who are smaller than you?  When I was growing up, I was always the smallest one in

my class.  And now that I am an adult, I am still the smallest in my class.  In fact, if you ever met me in person,

you would see that I am actually smaller than some children, even though I am quite older than a child.  I have

always been a very small person.  Perhaps that is why I sympathize with little children, who are often told to

hurry up, catch up, and grow up.  Has anyone ever said this to you?  It's hard to do that when you're small.

These verses from Isaiah tell us not to worry about being small and weak.  You see, we have a strong and

mighty God who wants to help us.  He is Everlasting, and has known us from our smallest beginnings.  He is

the Creator, so He knows everything that might hurt us or harm us.  Bigger, stronger people may stumble at the

problems and trials of life, but we have One who wants to lift us up on eagles' wings.  

Unlike me, YOU will probably grow quite a bit more in your lifetime.  And then do you know what?  Perhaps

you will shrink when you are older.  My grandmother became smaller when she grew older.  Her bones became

frailer, and she stooped lower.  I wonder if that will happen to me as well? But it doesn't matter.  I will still have

the same Heavenly Father to lift my faith and help me feel strong enough to face the difficulties of life.  I hope

that, big or small, you will too!

Memory Verse: 

Recite Ecclesiastes 12:13

For Further Study: 

Have you ever seen an eagle?  I've seen them at the zoo, but not in the wild. The eagle is used to describe

swiftness and power in the Bible.  Read Exodus 19:3-6; 2 Samuel 1:23; Job 9:25-26; and Proverbs 123:5.  What

things are likened to eagles in these verses?  What can we learn about God's power and goodness from them?

Journal: 

What are the things in your life that make you feel weary?  Perhaps there are some responsibilities, activities,

and even relationships that are tiring you.  What can you pray to God about these things?
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July 21 Day 202 Isaiah 43:1-7

One sunny summer day Jonah and his Aunt Nina went out shopping together.  Jonah had brought his own

money so that he could buy his mother a birthday present.

“What do you want to get your Mama for her birthday?” asked Aunt Nina as they sat in traffic.

Jonah smiled.  “Last month I saw a bracelet on sale at Mr. Clark's jewelry store.  Daddy helped me put it on

layaway for Mama, and today I brought money for it.  Mr. Clark gave me a good discount because Daddy

works with his wife.”

“That was good thinking, Jonah,” said his aunt.

“Well, we were there to get Daddy's watch fixed, and when I saw that bracelet I knew that Mama would like it.

Daddy already paid for part of it, and he said I could pay the rest when I came back.”

Aunt Nina nodded.  “I'll take you there today so you can do that.  Did you bring your receipt?”

“Yes.”  Jonah dug around in his pocket and found the piece of paper that his Daddy had given him.  “Do I just

give it to Mr. Clark?”

“Yes, with the rest of the money you owe.  Tell him you've come to redeem your bracelet.”  Aunt Nina smiled.

“Do you know what that means?”

“That I've come to buy it?”

“It's somewhat the same meaning.  Mama's bracelet is waiting for its new owner.  It's waiting in that little case

in Mr. Clark's store, and you've come to set it free.  Mr. Clark is holding it for you until pay the rest of what is

owed on it.  

“You've heard of people holding prisoners for ransom?  The one who pays the ransom is the redeemer.  You are

the bracelet's redeemer.  God calls Himself a Redeemer.  Can you think of what God paid for us?”

Jonah nodded.  “Christ died for the sins of man.  He paid for all the bad things that men do. ”

“That's right.  Christ paid the price that man should have paid.  Christ is our Redeemer.  And if He was willing

to do that for us, we should know that He would protect us as long as we followed Him.”

“I've always wondered why Christ would do that for people, even the baddest people who killed him,” said

Jonah.

“Well, it was a gift.  You are buying a gift today for your Mama because she's precious to you.  And God wants

us to know that we're precious to Him.”

Memory Verse: 

“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength,

They will mount up with wings like eagles,

They will run and not get tired,

They will walk and not become weary.”  Isaiah 40:31
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For Further Study: 

Redemption... atonement... salvation... these words all point to the sacrifice that Christ made on our behalf.

Read Psalm 130.  How much did Israel long for their Messiah?  

Read Romans 3:21.  Who needs redemption?  How is redemption found?  How complete is that redemption?

Read Romans 6:3-7.  How do we come into contact with the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ?  

Journal: 

Read verse 7 from Isaiah 43.  Did you ever consider that YOU were created for God's glory?  How are you

glorifying God in your life?  What else can you do to bring glory to His Name?
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July 22 Day 203 Isaiah 53:4-9 (older children can read the entire chapter)

Imagine that you are a young prince in the Middle Ages.  What are the many advantages that you would have?

I think one of the best ones would be your own personal whipping boy.  Imagine not ever getting punished for

anything, but instead having someone around to stand in for you and receive your punishment!  “Yes, Father,

you are right, I did steal a cookie.... Mickey, hold out your hand for Father to spank.”

Now tell me, if that were happening today,  who would you pick to be your whipping boy?   Do you have

someone in mind?  Would you pick your best friend, a stranger, or an enemy?  What if  you were someone's

whipping boy?  For whom would you be willing to do that service?

These verses in Isaiah show us the punishment that Christ received in place of men.  We cannot compare Him

to a mere whipping boy, because the punishment He received was far greater, and led to His death.  Yet He

received  it  willingly.   How do these verses  describe  what  happened  to  Him?  How do they describe  His

willingness?  

Can you imagine a prince being a peasant's whipping boy in the Middle Ages?  Yet Christ the King took the

punishment for man, whom He created.

I hope that today you will think hard about the sacrifice that Christ made for men.  When sin lies heavily upon

our hearts, there is a wonderful hope waiting for us: the knowledge that Christ has already borne the punishment

for it.  These verses in Isaiah are dark and sad, but they also contain a wonderful, saving message.

Memory Verse: 

“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain ___ ______,

They will mount up with wings like eagles,

They will run and not get tired,

They will walk and not become weary.”  Isaiah 40:31

For Further Study: 

Read Isaiah 53:1-3.  Christ did not have the kind of face or body that seemed “kingly.”  In fact, most people

who knew Him on earth were amazed at how “ordinary” in appearance He was.  Read Matthew 13:54-58; John

1:45-46; and Mark 15:16-20.  What do these verses tell us about the power of the gospel?  What do they tell us

about the faith of Christ's followers?  What do they tell us about the way we should think of appearances, family

ties, and worldly accomplishments?

Read the account of Christ's trial & crucifixion from one of the gospels today: Matthew 26:47-27:56; or Mark

14: 43-15:41; or Luke 22:54-23:49; or John 18:12-19:30.  Note how the prophecies in Isaiah 53 were fulfilled.

Journal: 

How willingly do you (or don't you) receive punishment?  How would you feel and act towards your sibling or

friend, if they willingly and silently received punishment that was intended for you?  
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July 23 Day 204 Isaiah 55:6-11

One day when I was about 11 years old I determined that I was going to make myself a skirt.  I found some

fabric, cut it and started to sew it together just like that.  But of course when I held the skirt up to myself, I

noticed so many mistakes.  My stitches could be seen, the pattern on the fabric was going the wrong way, and I

had no idea how I was going to get into it, for I hadn't thought of leaving myself room for a waistband or zipper.

I brought my skirt to my mother, who then helped me choose a simpler fabric for a new skirt.  She showed me

how to turn the fabric wrong-side-up and cut out my skirt, leaving room for hems and seams.  She showed me

how to sew it properly, for of course when one is sewing you must think inside-out and backwards, so that none

of your stitches show when you turn the garment the right way to put it on.  When we were finished I had a long

blue skirt with pleats and a real waistband.  I was quite proud of it, and though it looked simple enough, I knew

that a lot of work had gone into making it.

We sometimes think this life is so easy, forgetting that the Lord wants us to make Heaven our goal.  Shall we go

here or there?  Shall we do this or that?    If we know that pleasing the Lord is our mission in life, then those

decisions become more clear and forthright.  

But the child who forgets his Father soon forgets that His ways are not our ways, and then tends to choose the

easier, more selfish way instead of the way that best serves Christ and others.  It is much easier to be lazy, ill-

tempered, and self-serving, whereas God's way calls us to be humble, gentle, and kind.  And in the end, when

our work is “turned right-side-out” for viewing and judgment, the fruit of our labors is revealed, and a life of

beauty and usefulness is seen.  Yes, it takes work, planning, and patience, but so does any worthwhile endeavor.

God's Word promises this, and we must trust Him to do that work in us.

Memory Verse: 

“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain ___ ______,

They will mount up with ____ ____ _____,

They will run and not get tired,

They will walk and not become weary.”  Isaiah 40:31

For Further Study: 

In Isaiah 55:6, it says that God wants us to take advantage of His closeness and presence.  The Bible is available

for any man seeking to be closer to God.  Read 2 Corinthians 6:2.   While there is time to be close to God and

learn of Him, we should do it.  

Isaiah 55:10-11 show us how powerful God’s Word really is.   Reading and learning the Bible will benefit us,

day by day.  Read Romans 1:16-17.  What is the outcome of learning God's Word?  

Journal: 

Sometimes when I become discouraged about teaching others God's Word, I read Isaiah 55:10 and remember

that every chance we have to teach the Word can bear some fruit.  Is  there someone you know who hasn't

obeyed God's Word yet?  Pray to God that you'll have an opportunity to be an example to them.  Pray that

they'll learn more about Him, and that His Word will accomplish much in their lives. What else can you pray

about spreading the gospel?
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July 24 Day 205 Isaiah 66:1-2

What kind of picture do these verses put in your head?  Do you have a footstool? What is the purpose of a

footstool?

Sometimes in this busy world it is hard to remember that God is ruling over us.  There are so many things that

make us forget.  We have our worries, our chores, and our responsibilities, and sometimes it feels like God is

very far away.

We have to remember that God is all-present and all-powerful.   He made all things,  and therefore He can

control all things.  Even in a world of sin and sadness, He says that He will be with us.  God is so powerful that

one day He will destroy this earth, His footstool, just as easily as you can break up a little footstool yourself.

Can you imagine having that much power over this earth?  That alone should make us tremble at His Word

(verse 2).

However, for the man who is humble and contrite in spirit, God’s power is an awesome and comforting thing.

The person who is humble, contrite, and fearful knows that the all-powerful God is on His side.  God is looking

at him and wants to take care of him.  Is that what God wants to do for you?

The next time you need a chair or footstool to reach something, remember that it serves you, just like we should

serve God, and obey Him in all things.  For He rules over us with wisdom and lovingkindness, wanting all men

to obey His Word.

Memory Verse: 

“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain ___ ______,

They will mount up with ____ ____ _____,

They will run and not ___ ____,

They will walk and not become weary.”  Isaiah 40:31

For Further Study: 

Today's  reading talked about being humble.  What does it  mean to be humble?  Do you know any humble

people?  Read these other promises that God makes to the humble: Proverbs 22:4; Isaiah 57:15; Matthew 18:4.

Did you notice that last verse?  Children are an example to Christians of being humble!  How special you are in

the sight of God! 

I'm afraid that sometimes we become too “used” to God.  Sometimes people tend to make Christ their “pal,”

instead of giving Him the proper honor that He deserves.  This reading today reminds us that the Father and Son

are worthy of our fear and awe.  Read Psalm 135:20; Ecclesiastes 5:2; Jeremiah 2:19; 1 Peter 2:17.

Journal: 

How can you be more humble?  What makes it hard to be humble?  What can you pray to God about being

more humble?
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July 25 Day 206 Jeremiah 1:4-10

When I was a little girl my mother had to take a job in the evenings at a pharmacy.  My father cared for me and

my two little sisters while she was working.  I was nine years old, my next sister was six, and my youngest

sister was a baby.  You can imagine what hard work that was for my father in the evenings.  But I was assigned

as his helper.  It  became my job to help my father in the kitchen because my mother was not there for the

evening meal.  After dinner, while my father gave the baby her bottle, I would clean up the kitchen.  Sometimes

I would make a snack for us.  We would watch television while we waited for my mother to come home. 

I enjoyed helping my family in that way.  My parents knew I could do it.  I remember that one of their friends

was surprised that I could make meals and bake cakes even though I was only nine years old.  But my mother

and father had never doubted that I could learn to do things like that.  They had seen me grow and learn, and

they knew when I was ready for certain responsibilities.

Jeremiah had a big job to do for the Lord.  He was a little scared to do it.  What did God tell him so that he

could be brave?  God had known Jeremiah even before Jeremiah was born.  Wouldn't God know that Jeremiah

was ready to help?  Jeremiah just needed to have confidence in himself.  

Have you ever had a big job?  Did you like doing it?  God knows that young people can help in so many ways.

What are some ways that you help your mother and father?  What are some ways you would like to help in the

future?  What would you like to do for God someday?

Memory Verse: 

“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain ___ ______,

They will mount up with ____ ____ _____,

They will run and not ___ ____,

They will walk and not _______ _______.”  Isaiah 40:31

For Further Study: 

Jeremiah was told to preach the message that God would give him.  That's the same thing God wants us to do

today.   See Matthew 28:16-18.  What are some similarities between this passage and the one you read in

Jeremiah today?  Another similar lesson is found in Exodus 4:1-17.  What do these readings teach us about

God's care for us and our duties to Him?

There are people in the world who believe that an unborn child is not yet a real life.  They believe that life does

not begin until birth.  However, today's reading in Jeremiah shows us that God knows us before we are even

born.  He gives us life while we are still in the womb.  He sees our potential and abilities before anyone else

does.  Read Psalm 139:13-16; Isaiah 49:1; Luke 1:39-44.

Journal: 

What are some excuses that people might make for not telling others about the gospel?  What would you answer

to these excuses?
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July 26 Day 207 Jeremiah 9:23-24

What are the things which delight you?  Delight means happiness.  What are the things which make you happy?

What are the things which make your parents happy?  Do you like to see your parents delighted in you?

God can be delighted in us as well. When He sees us being loving & kind, just, and righteous, it brings delight

to our Heavenly Father.  Can you imagine what happiness abounds in Heaven because of all our good deeds and

worthy thoughts?

The Word of God was given to us not only to warn us about sin, but also to help us learn what to do to be

pleasing to God.  Remember that when you read your Bible, you are learning how to delight your Master.  That

is something God says we can be proud & thankful for.  

How to Be Happy was written by Lydia Sigourney and printed in 1833.  Now in the public domain, it can be

read free on the internet.  You can see from this reading  that when we do the things that make our God happy,

it makes us happy as well.

Try to do good to All with whom you associate

Have you older brothers and sisters, who are anxious for your welfare?  Do every thing in your power to repay

their tenderness.  Have you younger ones?  Take pains to help them to be good.  Explain their little books to

them.  Teach them simple pieces of poetry.  If they are out of humor try to sooth them.  Learn them to be careful

of their toys, and to put every thing in its place when they have done with it, - and to return whatever they have

borrowed to its owner.  Show them by your own conduct, how to be good-tempered and happy.  If they are

mere babes you can do something towards this.  It will be an assistance to your parents, to help in the great

work of making their children good.  You will also grow better and happier yourselves.

Whatever your parents are employed about, be ready to assist them, if they will permit it.  If your mother is

weary with household cares, or the charge of little children, come cheerfully to her aid.  You can never know

how much you are indebted to her, until the burdens of life are upon you, and you watch at the cradle of your

own babe, as she has watched over you.  But though you cannot understand, or fully repay the debt, - you may

do much to cheer her by your helping hand, and affectionate deportment.

Make it a rule to try to do some good  to all in whose company you are.  Do not always talk about trifles with

your companions.  It is not improper to love play, - but it would be wrong to wish to spend all your time, and

thoughts about it.  If you have read an improving book, tell your little friends what you can remember of it.  Ask

them to do the same.  Speak of the lessons that you have learned together.  In this way you will share your stock

of knowledge, and be quickened to gain more.  You will convey good thoughts to the mind of others.  To love

useful knowledge is one way of being happy.  To divide it among your friends is one way of doing good.  So

that doing good, and being happy, seem to be the same thing....

Memory Verse: 

“Yet those who wait ____ ____ _____ will gain ___ ______,

They will mount up with ____ ____ _____,

They will run and not ___ ____,

They will walk and not _______ _______.”  Isaiah 40:31
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For Further Study: 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:31.  What do you think it means to “boast in the Lord”?  It's the same idea that was found

in your reading today from Jeremiah.  What are the things that God wants us to be proud of?  2 Corinthians

10:13-17 is an example of boasting in the Lord.  Paul was the writer of this letter.  Paul was not going to boast

in his accomplishments for God.  Instead, he boasted in how God worked in him and God's spiritual care for

him.  Paul had done much work for God, but what made him proud was that the faith of others was built up and

glory was given to the Lord.  

When you feel proud of something you have done, ask yourself how you can use this accomplishment to

serve God.  When others praise you, give God the glory.  It will humble your mind towards your Father, and it

will prepare your heart for more blessings and good works.

Journal: 

In Job 1:8, satan hears how Job brought delight to God.  What are the things you would want God to say He

delighted in you?  What can you pray about these things?
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July 27 Day 208 Jeremiah 17:5-8

Have you ever seen a desert?  I live in an almost-desert.  I live in West Texas, and although we have three lakes

and many rivers near our town, the ground is very rocky and dry.  The wild plants are rough and tough.  Can

you think of what kind of plants live in the desert?  They have to be able to reach far, far down in the ground for

water, and to save their water for the many weeks and months when we do not see rain.  For something lush and

green to grow, it must be planted near a river or be watered regularly by a gardener.

Would you want to live without water?  In these verses, God says that the person who does not obey Him is like

a tree planted in the desert without water.  People choose the dry, rocky desert of life when they do not heed

God's Word.  They lose so many blessings and goodness when they turn their backs on God.  That is the kind of

person who trusts in himself and in the things he owns, instead of trusting in God.

God wants to be able to take care of  us the way a gardener  does.   He wants to “water” us with so many

blessings and knowledge from His Word.  He wants our souls to grow strong and fruitful. How healthy is a

plant that is only watered once a month?  What about once a week?  What about if it were watered a little bit

every day?  YOU are letting God do that when you read His Word and do good things for others every day. 

Memory Verse: 

“Yet those who …..

They will …..,

They will run and not ___ ____,

They will walk and not _______ _______.”  Isaiah 40:31

For Further Study: 

The Scripture often refers to times of “spiritual dryness,” when people do not study God's Word or obey it.

Read Psalm 63:1; Psalm 68:6; Isaiah 41:17.

Journal: 

What are you doing every day so that your soul will be nourished?  What are the things in your life that might

hinder your soul from properly growing and bearing fruit?  Think about the things you choose to listen to, think

about, read, or watch.  What can you pray about these things?
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July 28 Day 209 Jeremiah 24

I wish you would imagine that you are walking up to your bedroom door, and suddenly two baskets of fruit

appear before you.  Wouldn't that be something?  This is what happened to the prophet Jeremiah one day.  The

Lord showed him two baskets of figs set before the temple.  One basket had big, rip figs fresh off the tree.

Another had rotten figs that couldn't be eaten.

God said that the people who obeyed Him were like the good figs.  And the people who disobeyed Him were

like the bad figs.  Jeremiah was to tell the people to obey God.  God wanted the Israelites to leave their land for

a little while.  He promised He would bring them back one day if they would just be patient.  But for now, they

must go to a new country so that God can take care of them properly.

Some people didn't  want to leave.  They refused to listen to Jeremiah's warnings.  God said that He would

punish these people.  Armies would come in and take over the land.  God would not protect them if they stayed.

God said that the disobedient Israelites were like a basket full of rotten figs.  Do you like rotten fruit? Is rotten

fruit kept around at your house?  How would you like God to describe in you this way?  

When the Bible tells us to do something, we need to listen and not ignore the warnings.  Otherwise, we become

useless to God.  We actually put ourselves in more danger by not listening to God's warnings.  Remember that

when we obey the commandments of the Bible, we're letting God take care of us and keep us safe.  It's the best

thing for us.  He knows what's best, because He is so wise and loving.  He loves you very much!

Memory Verse: 

“Yet those who …..

They will …..,

They will …..,

They will walk and not _______ _______.”  Isaiah 40:31

For Further Study: 

It's very understandable that the Israelites would not want to leave the land that God had promised to them.

They lived in a fruitful land, in beautiful houses of cedar (other chapters in the book of Jeremiah talk about

this). 

     However,  when God tells us to  flee from danger, then we should do it.   The problem is that, like the

Israelites, sometimes things just don't seem dangerous to us.  That's why it is so important to read God's Word

and understand how the devil can tempt us and trick us.  Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 and 1 John 2:15-17.  What

kind of attitude should we have about God's Word so that we can be safe from sin and harm?

Journal: 

Is there a commandment from the Bible that you have difficulty obeying?  What do you think is so hard about

this commandment?  What can you pray about it?  What can you study about to help you in obeying it?  Whom

can you talk to about it?
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July 29 Day 210   Jeremiah 29:4-14

Do these verses help you feel  encouraged and hopeful?  When things seem bad around you, what can you

remember about God and how He takes care of you? 

When the Israelites stopped obeying God, He let the Babylonians take over their land.  Now the Israelites are

sad and wanting to know when they will be saved.  God tells them some things that can be very encouraging to

His children today: 

Verses 5-6: God expects us to do our work no matter what is happening in our world.  We have to do a good job

and we have to take care of our families.  

Verse 7: God told the Israelites to pray for their cities.  Even though the Israelites did not like living under the

Babylonian king, at least they were being kept safe from the other countries around them.  God gives us our

government to protect us and to punish evildoers, so we should pray for our government and our soldiers.

Verse 8: We should not listen to false teachers or fortune-tellers. Trust only in God’s Word and those who teach

Truth.

Verse 10: The Israelites had to wait 70 more years before God would bring them to their land.  God does things

in His own time.  We should be patient.  God is with us no matter what happens.

Verse 11: God has plans for our good.  Bad things happen because this is a sinful world.  God wants us to have

hope and trust in His good will towards us.

And finally, in verse 12, God wants us to pray and search for Him.  We can do this by reading our Bibles and

obeying Him.  Remember, He cannot bring us to a safe place if we do not work to meet Him there.

Memory Verse: 

Recite Isaiah 40:31

For Further Study:

Read 1 Timothy 2:1-4.  What should be included in our prayers?  Why does God want us to pray for these

things?

Journal: 

What is going on in your country's government today?  What can you pray about these things?
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July 30 Day 211 Jeremiah 31:31-34

Isn't this an interesting reading?  Later on in the Bible, the writer of the book of Hebrews uses these verses to

teach Christians that we do not have obey the law of the Jews.  God once had a covenant – a special promise -

with their fathers” which is known as the Old Law or the Old Testament. The Israelites broke this covenant

when they worshiped idols and turned their backs on God.  

God wanted a new covenant which He would write on men’s hearts.  He wanted men to learn about Him and

love Him.  Remember that the Israelites were born into God’s family (born from Jewish parents) and then were

taught of God.  But Christians are taught first and then added to God’s family after they are baptized.  They are

adopted by God.  That is why we do not have to tell a Christian to know God – a Christian should already know

who God is.

Do you see how special this is?  Jeremiah spoke almost 600 years before Christ was even born.  God has been

planning His kingdom, His church, and His family, for such a long time.  He has wanted our hearts for so long

too – let us give them gladly to Him!

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit

 that we are children of God…

Romans 8:16-17

Memory Verse:

Review these verses:

Proverbs 24:3 ~ how does God want us to “build” our houses?

John 12:48 ~ why is it important to know God's Word?

For Further Study:

Read John 6:44-47.  How does God draw men to Him?  Who will receive eternal life? 

Romans 10:8-17.  How do these verses relate to today's reading from Jeremiah?

Journal: 

You've been studying the Bible for many months now.  Do you feel closer to God because of the things you've

learned?  How has your faith grown?  What else would you like to learn about so that it can grow even more?
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July 31 Day 212 Jeremiah 44:15-19

What do you think about the men who spoke to Jeremiah in these verses?  What did they say to Jeremiah?  Why

did they keep wanting to worship idols?  

To many people, a good life means that you have many possessions and that you get along with many people.

Having many riches and having many friends seem to be very important to people of the world.  What do these

verses tell us about these things?  What good are many possessions and good relationships if they cause you to

sin?

The book of Jeremiah was not written just for the Israelites.  It was not written just to warn us about idolatry.

God wants us to remember that our souls are important, and that many things can get in the way of us and

heaven.  What can you learn from Jeremiah today?

Memory Verse: 

More review:

Ecclesiastes 12:13 ~ what is the most important thing that a person can do?

Isaiah 40:31 ~ what can we remember when we're feeling spiritually weak and weary?

For Further Study:

Does a rich life mean that God loves you?  Does a poor life mean that God hates you?  Read Matthew 8:19-20

and 1 Timothy 6:17-19.

Journal:

Make a list of your most “prized possessions.”  Make another list of your best friends.  Are any of these things

getting in the way of your serving God properly?  What if they did?  What would you do?  How can you be

ready to do that one day if you needed to?


