
Feb. 1  Day 32    Numbers 18:21-24 

 

Do you know what an inheritance is?  It is the money that a person gives you after they die.  Usually it is passed 

on from parents to their children.  The Israelites were getting their inheritance when they entered the land of 

Canaan.  It was the land that had been promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Since those men were dead, 

God would give the land to their children, the Israelites. 

 

Except for the Levites!  God said the Levites would get no land, no property, no animals.  How would they live?  

Who would provide for them? 

 

The Levites worked in the tabernacle, and later, the temple.  That was the only work God wanted them to do.  

They would get a part of every sacrifice for their own food.  God would provide for them.  He said, “I am your 

Portion and Inheritance among the sons of Israel.” 

 

How about us?  God says He will provide our food and clothing as long as we seek His Kingdom first (Matthew 

6:33).  God gives us our work, homes, and families so that we can live from day to day.  He wants us to serve 

Him in whatever we do and trust in Him to take care of us.  We know that our portion and inheritance is an 

eternal life with Him in heaven someday. 

 

 

For we have brought nothing into the world,  

so we cannot take anything out of it either.   

And if we have food and covering,  

with these we shall be content.   

1 Timothy 6:7-8 
 

 

What good is any inheritance on earth if we couldn’t take it with us when we died anyway?  That’s why God 

wants us to work for the inheritance that He provides: our Heavenly home with Him! 
 

 

Memory Verse: But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment.  1 Timothy 

6:6 

 
For Further Study: 

What do you remember about the way Jesus lived on earth?  Did he have any possessions?  Read Matthew 8:20 

and 2 Corinthians 8:9.  Why was Christ willing to live this way? 

 

These verses in Numbers mention tithing.  A tithe was the offering that was given to God.  It was one-tenth of 

what an Israelite earned.  Christians today are still expected to give an offering, but they are not bound to give a 

set amount.  See 1 Corinthians 16:2 and 2 Corinthians 9:7.  What commandments do we have about giving 

today?  What is the purpose of giving?  Look at the example found in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. 

 
Journal: 

Imagine that you’re writing your will.  What kind of things would you bequeath to your friends and relatives?  

What are your “prized possessions” that you want people to have?  What spiritual inheritance would you like to 

leave behind for others?  



Feb. 2   Day 33   Numbers 21:5-10 
 

Why were the Israelites punished by God?  What did they have to do in order to be saved from death? 

 

The story “Little Foxes” was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in Fifty-Two Talks for Boys and Girls 

in 1914.  Now out of print, the book is available free online. 

 

LITTLE FOXES 

 

In far-off Syria, a country lying northeast of Palestine, the land in which Jesus was born, the farmers who keep 

vineyards are very much troubled with foxes and bears, which destroy their crops at night. And so, to protect 

their vineyards, they build high stone-walls about them, and put broken bottles on the top to keep these animals 

out, much as some people in this country who have orchards do, in order to keep out small boys. 

 

These fences keep out the bears, because they cut themselves on the glass in trying to climb over, and they also 

keep out some of the foxes.  But after all, when the grapes are nearly ripe, the owners of the vineyards and their 

men are obliged to build platforms up above the trellises, and stay there all night, in order to guard their crops. 

These watchers manage very well with all the other wild animals excepting the little foxes. They can see the big 

foxes and drive them off, but the little ones they cannot see, and so these destroy the vines. I suppose that it was 

an experience something like that which led one of the Bible-writers to say that the little foxes destroy the vines. 

 

It seems to me that this is very true with sins, too; it is the little sins that destroy us. When a big sin like stealing, 

lying or cheating comes along we can see that easily enough, and we will not let it over the fence into our lives. 

We drive it away, and are soon rid of it. But when the little sins come, like little foxes, we do not see them, and 

so they get in and destroy our character. 

 

What are some of these little foxes? I think one is pride, which makes you so conceited, because you live in a 

big house or have an automobile or fine clothes, that you will not speak to or play with other boys and girls who 

have not quite such fine things, although they may be just as bright and just as good as you. Pride is a little fox 

that kills the vine of brotherliness which Christ planted in our hearts. 

 

Then another little fox is sulkiness. Sulkiness makes you frown and go away in a corner. It sucks up all the 

sunlight there is, and makes the world very gray and dull, like a day in November. This fox kills the vine called 

"peace" which Christ planted. 

 

One more little fox is jealousy. This makes boys and girls dislike others who get higher marks than they in 

school, or who have more friends, or better toys. It is one of the most destructive little foxes there is, for it kills 

the best vine of all that Christ planted: that is, love. 

 

Be careful, then, boys and girls, of these little foxes, for they are worse than bears and big foxes, because they 

look so small and harmless, and slip by when you are not paying attention, but which destroy your character as 

readily as the others. 

 

Memory Verse: But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by _________.  1 Timothy 

6:6 

 
For Further Study: 

In John 3:14-18, Christ talks about Moses and the serpent.  What does Christ say about it?  How can we be like 

the Israelites? 

 

 

 



Journal: 

What are some small problems or habits that are keeping you from fully serving God?  Are you having angry or 

worrisome thoughts about something?  Do you struggle with a certain habit?  Are you being tempted in some 

way today?  Pray to God about it and think about some Bible stories you can read to encourage you to do better. 

 



 

Feb. 3   Day 34   Numbers 27:15-23 
 

Sara lived on a farm with her mother, father, and grandmother.  Every morning Sara went outside to check on 

her lamb, Teeny.  Teeny was only one week old, but she could already run and jump.  Teeny already knew how 

to run to Sara, because Sara always came to the goat pen with a bottle of warm milk for Teeny. 

 

Today Sara’s grandmother went with her to visit the lambs.  Grandmother was bringing vitamins for all the 

babies that had been born this spring.  This helped them stay healthy. 

 

As usual, Teeny came running to Sara for her milk.  Sara rubbed Teeny’s head and neck.   “Good morning, 

honey,” Sara said.  

 

Grandmother pointed to the gate of their pen.  “We’ll have to tell your dad to mend that gate,” she said.  “That 

wire across it is coming loose and Teeny is just small enough to squeeze through.” 

 

Sara looked at the bent wire at the very bottom of the gate.  “I don’t think Teeny’s strong enough to push that, 

Grandmother,” she said. 

 

“Not right now, Sara, but she won’t be ‘teeny’ forever,” Grandmother said.  Her grandmother looked at her with 

a little smile.  “Maybe we ought to take the gate off all the way.” 

 

Sara laughed.  “But Grandmother, how would the sheep stay safe then?” 

 

“Well, you could lie across the doorway.  Your sheep love you, they wouldn’t hurt you.  They’d feel safe with 

you there.  Then you could know if one went out or a wolf went in.” 

 

Sara shivered at that thought.  “I just can’t imagine doing that, Grandmother.” 

 

Her grandmother laughed.  “I didn’t think you would.  Do you know that a long time ago, a Bible scholar went 

to the Bible lands and learned that the shepherds did this for their sheep?  The shepherds would lie across the 

entryway of the fold at night.  They could know if a sheep wandered out or a wolf went in.  Didn’t Christ say 

He was the Door to the fold for His sheep?” 

 

“Yes, but I thought that meant He guarded the door.” 

 

Grandmother nodded.  “I always thought of it that way too.  But Jesus would have known how shepherds 

worked in those days.  And He may really have meant, ‘I am the door.’  What does that tell you about Christ?” 

 

Sara hugged her little lamb.  “Jesus really loves me. He would do anything to keep me safe.  He would even lie 

down and give Himself to help me.” 
 

Memory Verse: But _______ actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by _________.  1 Timothy 

6:6 

 
For Further Study: 

Read Ephesians 6:1-4.  These verses talk about the way fathers and their children are supposed to act towards 

one another.  What kind of promise does God make to children who obey their parents?  Pray for yourself and 

your father.  Remember that he has a father on earth that he had to obey, and he has a Father in Heaven too.   

 



Read Hebrews 13:17.  This verse tells Christians to obey their elders in the church.  Why does God say we 

should submit to them?  Can you think of how it would be “unprofitable” (unhelpful) if we gave them grief?  

Pray for the elders of your church. 

 
Journal: 

Do you have authority over anything?  Do you take care of younger 

children, or of pets?  Do you protect and nourish them?  What is your duty 

toward those who are “under” you?  How would you want others to treat you 

if you were “the boss”?  How would you convince them that you wanted 

what was best for them?



The Lord warned the Israelites before they entered Canaan.  Listen to the reading and then tell me what His 

warnings were. 

 

Feb. 4   Day 35   Numbers 33:50-56 
 

Maria was visiting her friend Mr. Ray.  Mr. Ray was her “grandpa” from church.  She liked to walk to his house 

on Saturday mornings and help him in his garden.  Maria liked walking in the cool, shady garden, searching for 

vegetables and putting them in her little basket. Today they were picking cucumbers and tomatoes.   

 

“These plants grew so quickly,” said Maria, admiring the tomato plants that were almost as high as her 

shoulders.   

 

“I know,” said Mr. Ray.  “It seems like just yesterday you were helping put the seedlings in the ground.  We’ll 

have a good harvest.  You can bring some to your mama and she can make you a big salad tonight.  And Mrs. 

Ray will teach you how to pickle the cucumbers and can the tomatoes for spaghetti and soup this winter.” 

 

Maria’s mouth watered.  She took Mr. Ray’s hand and said, “Thank you, Mr. Ray.  That’s very nice of you to 

share these with us.” 

 

“Well, I must pay you for your labor,” he laughed.  Then he pointed at a cucumber vine next to them.  “Tell me, 

Maria, have you ever seen anything but a cucumber grow from a cucumber vine?  Can a tomato or a 

watermelon grow off a cucumber vine?” 

 

Maria shook her head.  “I’ve never heard of that happening.” 

 

“What would you do if you were picking cucumbers off a vine and then came across a tomato?” 

 

She laughed, “Well that would be so weird, Mr. Ray.  I guess I’d call the newspapers because it would make me 

pretty famous!” 

 

Mr. Ray laughed also.  “Yes, that would be strange all right.  In fact, we’d probably think we made a mistake in 

our planting, or that something was very wrong with the plant.”  His voice became more serious as he said, “In 

the book of John, Jesus said He is a vine, and we are His branches.  Our souls grow and learn because He 

nourishes us with His Word.   He wants us to bear fruit, which are the good works we do and the good way we 

treat others.  Someone who really follows the Bible will bear just the fruit God wants, nothing different.  God 

and others will be able to see how well that person lives according to God’s Word.”   

 

Maria nodded and looked at her basketful of vegetables.  “I would really like Jesus to be as happy about my 

fruits as I am about this garden of yours.” 

 

“It’s your garden also, Maria,” said Mr. Ray.  “And I know it makes Jesus very happy to see good children like 

you.” 
 

Memory Verse: But _______ actually is a means of great ______, when accompanied by _________.  1 

Timothy 6:6 

 
For Further Study: 

See John 10:10.  God wants us to have an abundant life.  That’s why He gave us many warnings – so that “the 

thief” – the devil – couldn’t come in and destroy our lives.  Did you know that God cares about everything in 

your life?  God’s given us Scripture to help us with our families, our friends, and our work. This is so that we 

can fill our whole lives with His goodness and righteousness. Read some of the commandments and warnings 

that God has given us in these areas: 1 Corinthians 5:11; Titus 2:2-8; Ephesians 6:5-9.   



 
Journal: 

Can you think of any part of your life where God cannot help you?  Pray about your family; your school; your 

friends; your sports, clubs, and other activities; and your church.  What does Godliness mean in each of these 

areas?  God wants to help you do right in all areas of your life. 

 



 

Feb. 5   Day 36   Numbers 35:9-15 
 

In the days of the Israelites (just like today), people sometimes settled disagreements with fighting instead of 

talking.  But policemen were not as readily available as they are today.   If someone was accidentally killed, that 

person’s whole family would hunt down the killer.  It was considered perfectly just for the family to go kill the 

murderer. 

 

God wanted to make sure that bad people were punished.  But God also wanted to make sure that people would 

get a chance to make their side of the story heard before getting punished.  Don’t you like Mommy and Daddy 

to hear why you did something before deciding to punish you?  Maybe it was an accident.  Maybe if you 

explained yourself you might make them change their mind about punishing you.   

 

God set up the cities of refuge.  A man who accidentally killed another person could find safety in one of these 

cities.  The dead person’s family could not come to kill him there until he made his case heard by the elders of 

the city. 

 

This shows us that God cares about mercy.  To be merciful means to be forgiving and kind, even when we’re 

mad at each other.  God expects us to always be kind, fair, and sweet to others so that they will be encouraged 

to love Jesus.   

 

Isn’t that how we want God to be with us? 

 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 

Give, and it will be given to you: 

good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together, and running over 

will be put into your bosom. 

For with the same measure that you use, 

it will be measured back to you. 

Luke 6:37-38 
 

 

 

 

 

Memory Verse: But ……, when accompanied by _________.  1 Timothy ______ 
 

For Further Study: 

The cities where Israelites could find safety and mercy were called “cities of refuge.”  God uses the word 

“refuge” to describe Himself!  See Psalm 17:8, 27:5, 31:20, and 46:1-3.  When we have trouble and problems in 

the world, we can have safety and comfort from God and His family. 

 

Read Ephesians 4:31-32.  What do these verses say about the way we should act towards one another, especially 

when we’re angry?  Now read a little farther up, in verses 26-27.  Are we allowed to be angry with each other?  

What happens if we hold on to our anger? 

 

Journal: 

How would you want someone to treat you if they were angry with you?  How did Christ treat others 

mercifully? What kind of things can you think about when you’re angry, so that you can be more merciful?  

PRACTICE THIS way of thinking so you’ll be ready when your anger flares up. 

 



 

Feb. 6   Day 37  Deuteronomy 4:1-10 
 

In the book of Deuteronomy, God repeats the laws that he previously gave to Israel.  He does this so that the 

people can remember what they must do to follow Him.  He also repeats His promises to them, so that they will 

continue to have faith.  He tells them that He will cause them to defeat their enemies, that He will give them the 

land He had promised, and that He will provide all they need when they enter that land (verse 5). 

 

God expects the same of us today.  First, we have to be careful to learn the Bible.  That way, we can learn to 

follow it completely.  When we obey Him, it spreads His Word to others through our example and teaching.  

And God still expects parents to teach their children His Word.   

 

The story “Cutting Corners” was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in Fifty-Two Talks for Boys and 

Girls in 1914.  Now out of print, the book is available free online. 

 

CUTTING CORNERS 

 

 

Have you boys and girls ever noticed how all the curbings at the corners of the streets in the city are worn 

smooth by drivers of carts and wagons trying to cut the corners as closely as possible? 

 

But the principal thing to notice about those curbs is that you will often find on them the paint, sometimes red 

and sometimes black or yellow, scratched off the wheels of these carriages that are so anxious to cut corners. 

And the wheels that cut corners soon get to looking shabby from lack of paint. 

 

That is the way it nearly always happens with people who try to cut corners. I know boys and girls who try it in 

school. 

 

They try to skim through by doing just as little work as possible. They cut the corners as closely as possible 

with their lessons, so that they can have time for play. They do that with the work in subtraction, and then, when 

they get into multiplication or division, they have all sorts of trouble. And soon their arithmetic looks very 

shabby indeed. 

 

Other boys and girls try to cut corners with the truth. They see just how near a lie they can come, and yet keep 

within the bounds of truth. Something inside tells them it is not quite fair. And again, when that happens, they 

have rubbed some of the bright, beautiful paint, so to speak, off their consciences. And before long their 

consciences get to be quite shabby, and not at all new, and people begin to say that they don't quite trust that 

boy or girl. 

 

And so I say to you, boys and girls, it does not pay to cut corners. Give yourselves plenty of room. Be open and 

fair and industrious. For one who cuts close corners as a boy or girl, usually grows up into a very small sort of 

man or woman. 

 

Memory Verse: But ……, when …….  _____Timothy ______ 

 
 

For Further Study: 

Verse 6 says that the nations would notice how the Israelites were led by God.  People who obey God are 

noticed.  Sometimes they’re persecuted for obeying God, but many times their life of peace and joy in God 

makes a good impression on others and makes others want to know more about Christ.  Read these verses to see 

what a good influence we can be in the world for God: 1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:6-8; 1 Peter 3:1. 

 



Can you think of how different religions have added to these ~ Matthew 19:9; Ephesians 4:4-6; Colossians 3:16.  

Can you think of how they’ve subtracted from these ~ 1 Peter 3:21; Acts 20:7 

 
Journal: 

What’s your favorite flavor of pizza?  What’s your favorite flavor of ice cream?  Imagine that you went 

somewhere for pizza or ice cream, and the server decided to add other toppings, or add a different flavor to it.  

Imagine that he left something out.  How would you feel?  What would you do?  If you talked to the server 

about it, and he just shrugged and said, “Oh well, that’s the way I like it,” what would that tell you?  



Feb. 7   Day 38  Deuteronomy 6:4-10 
 

These are some of my favorite verses in the Bible.  They help me remember how important it is for little 

children to learn about God. 

 

God expects parents to teach children His Word.  Once a family awakens, whenever they go out, and when they 

lie down, they should be talking about God as much as possible.   

 

It should be natural to talk about our Father when we see something marvelous He created, such as a flower or a 

bird.  It should be natural for our family to pray together. 

 

When God told the Israelites to “bind” His commandments on their hands, foreheads, doorposts, and gates, 

what He wanted was for His Word to be a real part of their family.  He wanted it to be in front of them always, 

either in reading His Scripture, in talking about Him, or in seeing His many blessings. 

 

It gives me great joy to be part of a family where God is the Head of the house.  It brings such peace to our 

home.  I hope you feel that same joy too! 

 

Memory Verse: Recite 1 Timothy 6:6 

 
For Further Study: 

In Matthew 22:36-37, Jesus said that to love God is the greatest commandment.  It is a quotation from 

Deuteronomy 6:5.  

     Read verses 38-40 also.  Why do you think these are also the greatest commandments?   

 

Journal: 
Write down some of the plans you have this week, all the places you have to go, and all the things you have to 

do.  Can you think of a place where God won’t be with you?  As long as you are obeying God, He will be with 

you.  Pray for God to stay near you and help you in all you have to do.  Just before you go to these places or do 

the things on your list, think of how you can be God’s child, obey Him, and show Him to others in all your daily 

activities.  

 

 



Feb. 8   Day 39  Deuteronomy 13:6-10 
 

Abel’s grandfather peered over his glasses at Abel as the boy came up the porch.  He was accompanied by his 

best friend Marcus, who was carrying something. 

 

“Look at what we found in the old milking shed, Grandpa,” said Abel excitedly.  “It’s a lantern!” 

 

“Well, I guess you’re right,” said Grandpa, putting his newspaper down and taking the lantern in his hands.  

“That was the lantern your great-grandpa Josiah used when he’d go check on the animals at night, just before 

going to bed.”   

 

“Can we clean it up and put oil in it?” asked Marcus.  “We’d like to hang it in our tree house.” 

 

“Well, boys, I’ll help you clean it up as best I can,” promised Grandpa.  “But I don’t want you to use it in that 

tree house.  It’s not safe.  We can try lighting it tonight in the kitchen and see how it works.  I wouldn’t count on 

it being very useful, though.”   

 

“Look at how rusted it is! It may be rusted all the way through,” said Abel, scraping the side with his fingernail.   

 

Grandpa put the lantern down and looked intently at the boys.  “What would have been the right way to treat 

this thing?  How could we have kept it from rusting so badly?” 

 

“Well, I guess it shouldn’t have been left in that old milking shed and forgotten,” said Abel.  “The roof of that 

old shed didn’t keep the rain and snow out.” 

 

“We could have been using it all this time,” added Marcus.  “Then we could’ve kept it clean made sure it didn’t 

run out of oil.” 

 

Grandpa nodded.  “Remember that Jesus said in the book of Matthew, 'You are the light of the world.'  Our light 

shouldn't be left forgotten or turned off someplace.  We need to be shining God's love and God's Word every 

day.  As we grow and learn, it becomes more and more a part of us.  We can be useful to God."  He pointed at 

the lantern.  "Without working and serving God every day, it will be easier and easier to sin.  Then if we try to 

be a light later on, we may have found that we're pretty rusty and close to useless.” 

 

Memory Verse: For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  1 

Timothy 6:7 
 

For Further Study: 

Today's reading seems very harsh, but we have to remember that God wanted the Israelites to leave no room for 

sin.  Once a person starts leaving room for sin, it becomes very easy to make it a habit.  God wanted the 

Israelites to leave no room for sin.  God expects the same from His people today.  Read 1 Thessalonians 5:22; 

Titus 2:11-14; James 4:7; and 1 Peter 1:13. 



 
Journal: 

Psychologists say that once you have done something for 28 days, it is a habit.  You have been studying your 

Bible every day now for 39 days.  Has it become a habit yet?   

 

Are there other “habits” you would like to acquire?  What about…. 

Keeping a prayer journal; 

Taking notes during the sermons; 

Sending cards to people who are sick or need encouragement; 

Greeting visitors at church; 

Sending thank-you notes to visitors; 

Inviting one person a week to come to church with you; 

Calling one elderly person a week to chat and see if they need anything; 

Helping teachers at church organize their materials every new quarter; 

…. keep thinking of more!  



Feb. 9  Day 40   Deuteronomy 20:1-4 
 

When you read all the stories about the Israelites’ problems, try to remember that there’s a reason God kept 

these stories in the Bible for us to learn.  The child of God has his own battles to fight against satan and the 

world.  And the God who was King of the Israelites, who went out in battle before them, and who gave them the 

victory over their enemies, is the same God who leads us today. 

 

How does God want His people to act when they are about to go into battle? 

• Do not be afraid, even if your enemy seems so powerful.   

• Remember how God has helped you in the past. 

• Listen to the wisdom of those who are older than you, who have studied God’s Word, and who 

can give you advice and comfort. 

• Remember that God doesn’t just fight with you; He goes before you, so that He can save you.  

Though you will have to fight also, He will take the hardest “hits” for you – He will never put 

you in a battle that you cannot win.  It is up to you to have faith in Him and keep up the good 

fight! 

 

 

The following story was written by Thornton W. Burgess and published in a collection of nature stores entitled 

Mother West Wind’s “When” Stories in 1917.  Burgess’s books can be read free online. 

 

WHEN MR. BLUEBIRD WON HIS BEAUTIFUL COAT 

 

Of all the joyous sounds of all the year there is none more loved by Peter Rabbit, and the rest of us for that 

matter, than the soft whistle of Winsome Bluebird in the spring. The first time Peter hears it he always jumps up 

in the air, kicks his long heels together, and does a funny little dance of pure joy, for he knows that Winsome 

Bluebird is the herald of sweet Mistress Spring, and that she is not far behind him. It is the end of the shivery, 

sad time and the beginning of the happy, glad time, and Peter rejoices when he hears that sweet, soft voice 

which is sometimes so hard to locate, seeming to come from everywhere and nowhere.  

 

So Peter loves Winsome Bluebird and never tires of seeing him about. You know he wears a very, very 

beautiful coat of blue, the blue of the sky when it is softest, and you love to lie on your back and look up into it 

and dream and dream. It always has seemed to Peter that Winsome 's coat is one of the loveliest he ever has 

seen, as indeed it is, and that it is quite right and proper and just as it should be that one having such a beautiful 

voice and bringing such a beautiful message should himself be beautiful. He said as much one day when he had 

run over to the Smiling Pool to pay his respects to Grandfather Frog.  

 

"Chug - a - rum! Certainly. Of course," replied Grandfather Frog. "Winsome Bluebird has a beautiful  

nature and his beautiful coat is the reward which Old Mother Nature has given him. It has been in the family  

ever since his grandfather a thousand times removed was brave enough to become the herald of Mistress 

Spring.” 

 

"Oh, Grandfather Frog, that sounds like a story," cried Peter. "Please, please tell it to me, for I love "Winsome  

Bluebird, and I know I shall love him more when I have learned more about him. His great-great-ever-so-great-  

grandfather must have done something very fine to have won such a lovely reward."  

 

"He did," replied Grandfather Frog. " He became the herald of Mistress Spring when no one else would, and  

bravely carried his message of gladness and joy where it was sadly needed, in spite of cold and hardship which 

no one else was willing to face.'  

 

"Please, please tell me all about it," begged Peter.  



 

Grandfather Frog appeared to consider for a few minutes, and Peter waited anxiously. Then Grandfather  

Frog cleared his voice. "I will," said he, "because you ought to know it. Everybody ought to know it, and Win-  

some Bluebird certainly never will tell it himself. He is too modest for that. It happened a great while ago when  

the world was young. Mr. Bluebird was one of the quietest and most modest of all the birds. He wore just a  

modest gray coat, and no one took any particular notice of him. In fact, he didn't even have a name. He never  

quarreled with his neighbors. He never was envious of those to whom Old Mother Nature had given beautiful  

coats, or if he were, he never showed it. He just minded his own affairs and did his best to do his share of the 

work of the Great World, for even in the beginning of things there was something for each one to do.  

 

"Old Mother Nature was very busy those days making the Great World a fit place in which to live, and  

as soon as she had started a new family of birds or animals she had to leave them to take care of themselves and  

get along as best they could. Those who were too lazy or too stupid to take care of themselves disappeared, and  

others took their places. There was nothing lazy or stupid about Mr. Bluebird, and he quickly learned how to 

take care of himself and at the same time to keep on the best of terms with his neighbors.  

 

"When the place where the first birds lived became too crowded and old King Eagle led them out into the new  

land Old Mother Nature had been preparing for them, Mr. Bluebird was one of the first to follow him. The new  

land was very beautiful, and there was plenty of room and plenty to eat for all. Then came Jack Frost with snow 

and ice and drove all the birds back to the place they had come from. They made up their minds that they would 

stay there even if it were crowded. But after a while Old Mother Nature came to tell them that soon Jack Frost  

would be driven back from that wonderful new land, and sweet Mistress Spring would waken all the sleeping  

plants and all the sleeping insects up there so that it would be as beautiful as it was before, even more beautiful  

than the place where they were now.  She said that she should expect them to go to the new land and make it 

joyous with their songs and build their homes there and help her to keep the insects and worms from eating all 

the green things.  

 

 

“But first I want a herald to go before Mistress Spring to tell those who have lived there all through the time  

of snow and ice that Mistress Spring is coming. Who will go as the herald of sweet Mistress Spring?” asked Old  

Mother Nature.  

 

"All the birds looked at one another and shivered, and then one by one they tried to slip out of sight. Now Mr.  

Bluebird had modestly waited for some of his big, strong neighbors to offer to take the message of gladness up 

into that frozen land, but when he saw them slip away one by one, his heart grew hot with shame for them, and 

he flew out before Old Mother Nature. ' I'll go,' said he, bobbing his head respectfully.” 

 

"Old Mother Nature just had to smile, because compared with some of his neighbors Mr. Bluebird was so very  

small. ' What can such a little fellow as you do? ' she asked. ' You will freeze to death up there, for it is still  

very cold.'  

 

"If you please, I can at least try,’ replied Mr. Bluebird modestly. ' If I find I can't go on, I can come back.'  

 

"And what reward do you expect?” asked Old Mother Nature.  

 

"The joy of spreading such good news as the coming of Mistress Spring will be is all the reward I want,” replied 

Mr. Bluebird.  

 

"This reply so pleased Old Mother Nature that she then and there made Mr. Bluebird the herald of Mistress  

Spring and started him on his long journey. It was a long journey and a hard journey, harder, very much harder  

for Mr. Bluebird than the same journey is for Winsome these days. You see, everything was new to him. And 

then it was so cold! He couldn't get used to the cold. It seemed sometimes as if he certainly would freeze to 



death.  At these times, when he sat shivering and shaking, he would remember that sweet Mistress Spring was 

not very far behind and that he was her herald. This would give him courage, and he would bravely keep on. 

Whenever he stopped to rest, he would whistle the news that Mistress Spring was coming, and sometimes, just 

to keep up his own courage, he would whistle while he was flying, and he found it helped. To keep warm at 

night tie crept into hollow trees, and it was thus he learned how snug and safe and comfortable such places 

were, and he made up his mind that in just such a place he would build his nest when the time came.  

 

"As he passed on he left behind him great joy, and Mistress Spring found as she journeyed north that all in the  

forests and on the meadows were eagerly awaiting her, for they had heard the message of her coming; and  

she was glad and told Old Mother Nature how well her herald had done his work. When he had completed his  

errand, Mr. Bluebird built a home and was as modest and retiring as ever. He didn't seem to think that he had 

done anything out of the usual. He simply rejoiced in his heart that he had been able to do what Old Mother 

Nature had requested, and it never entered his head that he should have any other reward than the knowledge 

that he had done his best and that he had brought cheer and hope to many.  

 

When Jack Frost moved down from the far North in the fall, all the birds journeyed south again, and of course 

Mr. Bluebird went with them. The next season when it was time for Mistress Spring to start north, Old Mother 

Nature assembled all the birds, and this time, instead of asking who would carry the message, she called Mr. 

Bluebird out before them and asked if he were willing to be the herald once more. Mr. Bluebird said that he 

would be glad to be the herald if she wished it. Then Old Mother Nature told all the birds how brave Mr. 

Bluebird was and how faithful and true, and she made all the other birds feel ashamed, especially those bigger 

and stronger than Mr. Bluebird. Then she said: “Winsome Bluebird, for that is to be your name from now on, I 

here and now appoint you the herald of Mistress Spring, and the honor shall descend to your children and your 

children's children forever and ever, and you shall be one of the most loved of all the birds. And because you 

are a herald, you shall have a bright coat, as all heralds should have; and because you are true and faithful, your 

coat shall be blue, as blue as the blue of the sky.'  

 

"She reached out and touched Mr. Bluebird, and sure enough his sober gray coat turned the most wonderful  

blue. Then once more he started on his long journey and he whistled his message more joyously than before. 

And because his whistle brought joy and gladness, and because he was beautiful to see, it came about just as 

Old Mother Nature had said it would, that he was one of the most loved of all the birds, even as his great-great-

ever-so-great- grandson is to-day. '  

 

Peter drew a long breath. "Thank you, Grandfather Frog," said he. "I have always loved Winsome Bluebird  

and now I shall love him more."  

 

 

Memory Verse: For we have brought ______ into the world, so we cannot take _______ out of it either.  1 

Timothy 6:7 

 
For Further Study: 

Even though a life with God has many blessings, it’s certainly not a life of ease.  God’s Word shows us that His 

people have battles to fight for Him.  Read Ephesians 6:12; 1 Timothy 6:12; and 2 Timothy 2:3. 

 
Journal: 

Romans 7:21-25 talks about another battle that the child of God faces – the battle between what he knows is the 

right thing to do, and what his body wants to do.  Do you ever feel this way, like you know what’s right but the 

wrong seems so much easier?  When are some times when you face this battle?  How can you be ready for the 

next time you have to fight it? 



Feb. 10  Day 41  Deuteronomy 26:16-19 

 

Sometimes it’s hard to read the book of Deuteronomy because it has so many different laws and 

commandments.  Sometimes people say that the Old Testament was only about laws, and the New Testament is 

only about our hearts.  That is, in the Old Testament, God cared only about what the Israelites did, whereas now 

He only cares about how we feel.  There are even some people who say that the God in the Old Testament was a 

different God than the God we have today! 

 

If you really read the Old Testament, you’ll see that there were different laws for the Israelites because God was 

preparing those people for the coming of Christ.  Now that Christ has come, many of those things the Israelites 

did to prepare for Him aren’t necessary.   But that doesn’t mean that God loves people differently today, that 

people have different problems today, or that God no longer cares how we act. 

 

What did God say to the Israelites that He also says to us? 

 

Deuteronomy 26:16 is the same as Mark 12:30 – “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 

 

Deuteronomy 26:17 is the same as 1 John 2:6 – “He who says that he is living in Him, will do as He did.” 

(Basic English Bible) 

 

Deuteronomy 26:18-19 is the same as 1 Peter 2:9 – “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 

His marvelous light….” 

 

So you see: it is the same unchanging God we serve, who loves us and wants to call us His own!   

 

Memory Verse: For we have brought ______ into the _____, so we cannot take _______ out of it either.  1 

Timothy 6:7 

 
For Further Study: 

Verse 17 in today’s reading uses the term “walk with God.”  This is more than just having God near you (God is 

omnipresent and can be everywhere).  Walking with God means following His Word and seeking to please 

Him.  Here are some other verses about walking with Him: Psalm 16:7-8; Psalm 145:18-21; Malachi 2:6-7; 

Matthew 18:20.  From these verse, what do we learn about the kind of attitude and priorities we should have if 

we want to walk with God?   

 
Journal: 

Make a list of your regular daily schedule.  Now in a column next to those activities, write down what kind of 

heart you should have while doing those things, in order to be pleasing to God.  For example, during meal 

times, shouldn’t we have an attitude of thankfulness?  Think of activities when these “heart conditions” would 

help you obey God in your daily walk: worshipfulness, humility, forgiveness.... look up more in Galatians 5:22-

23. 



Feb. 11  Day 42  Deuteronomy 28:58-67 

 

Sara was very sad.  Her lamb Teeny was ill, and Grandmother was going to give Teeny some medicine.  Teeny 

would have to get a shot, and Sara knew that would hurt because she had to have shots when she went to the 

doctor.  Sara did not want Teeny to feel pain. 

 

Grandmother tried to comfort Sara as they walked out to the lamb’s pen.  “You don’t want Teeny to get more 

sick, do you?  We want Teeny to get better.  This shot will help her get better.” 

 

“I just hate for Teeny to be sick, but I hate for her to have a shot also,” said Sara, blinking her eyes so she would 

not cry.  She didn’t want Teeny to be scared by her tears.  “Will I have to hold her for you while you give her 

the shot?” 

 

“Yes, I’ll need your help.  But I’ve done a lot of these, so I’ll be very fast.” 

 

“If she sees the needle she might get scared and run away.” 

 

“Well, she doesn’t know how to be scared of the needle.  And she won’t run away if you’re holding her.  

Remember, your lamb trusts you.  Do you know what it means to trust someone?” 

 

Sara thought about this as they neared the barn.  “It means to know that someone will do what they say they’ll 

do.” 

 

“Yes!  It’s knowing that when someone makes a promise, he’ll keep it.  It’s knowing someone will take care of 

you, just like they’re supposed to.  That’s the way we trust Jesus Christ.  We’re like His little lambs, and He’s a 

Good Shepherd to us, just like it says in John chapter 10.   

 Now, your little lamb Teeny knows that you’ll feed her, and love her, and never do her harm.  Even 

something a little painful, like a shot of medicine, can be easier to take if she knows you’re nearby to hold her 

and comfort her.  

 How much harder the shot would be if you weren’t there!  How scared and alone she would feel!  I think 

that’s why so many people in the world feel scared and alone also.  They don’t have Jesus to help them feel 

safe.  The world is a scary place to them.” 

 

Memory Verse: For we have brought ….., so we cannot take …….  1 Timothy 6:7 

 
For Further Study: 

Read again Deuteronomy 28:64.   When they were “scattered” (far away from their land and each other), what 

would make it hard for the Israelites to stay true to their God?  With that in mind, think about why it is 

important to spend time with other Christians as often as possible.  Read Matthew 18:20; Acts 2:42; and 

Hebrews 10:23-25. 

 
Journal: 

Read James 5:13-16.  What things are mentioned that all Christians can do for others?  Are there people you 

know whom you can do these things for?  Can you be a reliable worker for God?  Make a list of the people you 

can serve in these different ways.  



Moses knows that he’s about to die, and that he won’t enter the Promised Land with the Israelites.  So he must 

give Joshua, their new leader, some advice before he dies. 

 

Feb. 12  Day 43         Deuteronomy 31:7-13 

 

Moses tells Joshua to be brave.  Joshua had to remember that God would give them what was promised: the land 

of Canaan. We need to remember God’s promise to us: a home in heaven with Him.  God wants us to be strong 

and to have courage.  We must not lose sight of that promise even when serving God seems hard.   

 

Joshua had to remember that God would be with him in all of his battles.  We need to remember that God is with 

us too.  We shouldn’t feel sad or hopeless when life gets difficult for us.  God loves us just like He loved 

Joshua. 

 

How could Joshua remember all this?  Moses wrote it down and then said that the priests and elders had to read 

it often to all the men, women, children, and strangers.  That’s why it’s so important to read the Bible every day.  

That’s why we should try to memorize Bible verses and songs, for those times when we aren’t carrying our 

Bibles but need encouragement.  That’s why God wants us to go to worship.  We’re human, and we forget, 

especially when we’re sad or afraid.  God wants us to never forget that HE LOVES US! 

 
Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure,  

for if you do these things you will never stumble;  

for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly 

 into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, 

 though you know and are established in the present truth. 

2 Peter 1:10-12 

 

Memory Verse: For we ….., so we …….  1 Timothy ____ 
 

For Further Study: 

In Deuteronomy 31:7, Moses told Joshua to have courage.  We’re told to have courage too!  Read 1 Corinthians 

16:13; Ephesians 6:10; and Hebrews 13:5-6.  In Deuteronomy 31:13 God says that the children should learn to 

fear Him.  The word “fear” in the Bible sometimes means being afraid, and sometimes it means having respect 

or awe.  See Psalm 25:12; Isaiah 50:10; Luke 1:50; and Acts 10:35.   

     Isn’t it interesting that God wants His children to be courageous and also to fear?  It sounds like a 

contradiction, until you understand what the focus of these things should be.  What should the focus of our fear 

be?  What should the focus of our courage be?  If we fear God, then we’ll be willing to obey Him.  If we know 

God’s with us (because He promised to be with those who fear Him), then we’ll be brave enough to stand up 

against the world.  Read Matthew 10:28 to see how Jesus explains this.    

 
Journal: 

What are you afraid of?  What do you worry about?  Make a list of these things.  Which of these things is bigger 

than God?  How can you remember to be brave when your mind starts dwelling on these things? 



 Joshua is the new leader of Israel.   He’s about to lead the people into a new land, where they’ll be at war with 

enemies who are mightier and more in number.  How can they face their enemies without their great leader 

Moses? 

 

Feb. 13  Day 44   Joshua 1:1-9 

 

Joshua told the Israelites not to tremble or be dismayed (discouraged or hopeless).  He tells them to remember 

that God is with them wherever they go.  He tells them to be strong and full of courage.  But how can they 

remember to be brave when their enemies are so many and so strong?  How can they remember that God is with 

them? 

 

The secret is in verse 8: they must never let God’s law be far from them.  They must read it, speak it (teach it), 

meditate (think) on it.  If they can do this often, then they can “be careful to do according to what is written in 

it.”  When they can be careful to do these things, it will give them courage.  They will remember that their God 

is with them. 
 

 

Memory Verse: Recite 1Timothy 6:7.  Recite verses 6 and 7 together. 
 

For Further Study: 

Joshua 1:8 says that the Israelite would find prosperity and success if they obeyed God.  What kind of blessings 

are given to those who obey God today?  See John 8:31-32; John 14:23; 1 John 3:21-22.  These promises are 

more precious than any kind of prosperity or success we can find in this world! 

 

Joshua 1:6 states that the Israelites would conquer the land of Canaan.  There are some people today who preach 

that the Israelites never did conquer that land, and that someday Christ will return to set up His kingdom there.  

But read what Joshua says right before he dies, in Joshua 23:14.  God did give them the land (although they had 

trouble keeping it because of their idolatry).  Also, in John 18:36 Jesus said His kingdom would not be on earth.  

So those who teach that Christ will have a future kingdom in the city of Jerusalem are preaching something that 

is contrary to Scripture. 

 
Journal: 

Joshua 1:7-8 mention how the Lord would make the Israelites successful if they obeyed Him.  What do you 

consider a successful person?  How does the world define success and prosperity?  How does God define 

success?  Read 1 Timothy 4:8, 1 Timothy 6:6, and Titus 3:8.  We should rejoice ~ aren’t we already on our way 

to great spiritual prosperity?   



Feb. 14  Day 45        Joshua 6:12-16 
 

“It doesn’t make sense to do it that way.”  Have you ever heard yourself thinking this?  Do you ever feel like 

that when learning something new? 

 

How about when God gave instructions for taking Jericho?  Instead of the biggest, strongest soldiers leading the 

army, He had the priests lead them with the ark, blowing rams’ horns.  Instead of running in and taking the city 

right away, He had them march around it for seven days.  Instead of going right in with all their weapons, they 

stood outside the wall and shouted. 

 

Perhaps God was interested in more than conquering Jericho.  Remember, God had to teach the Israelites to 

conquer themselves.  The Israelites were learning to obey God and trust in Him. They could have tried to take 

Jericho their own way.  They could have tried to be like everyone else.  Instead, they followed God’s plan. 

 

“The Philosophy of Life” by Elizabeth Doten  is from the book Small Means to Great Ends  , edited by Mrs. 

M.H. Adams.  Written in 1851, this book of moral stories and poems  is now out of print but available free 

online. 

 

   "Daily striving, though so lonely, 

     Every day reward shall give, 

   Thou shalt find by striving only, 

     And in loving, thou canst live." 

                              Miss Edwards. 

 

"On dear!" said Annie Burton, as she sat down under the old apple-tree by the spring; "I wonder what ails me; 

there's been such a choking feeling in my throat all this afternoon, and though I winked and swallowed with all 

my might, the tears would come in spite of myself. Here I've been wandering for more than three hours, up hill 

and down, through brambles and brier-bushes; my hands are scratched and bloody, and the sun has burnt me as 

brown as a berry. Three long precious hours in the sunny month of August! and what does it all amount to? 

Why, I have picked a basket of berries that can be eaten in half an hour; and here is a bunch of flowers for little 

Katie, that she will take and admire, and then tear to pieces; that will be the end of them. But that isn't the worst 

of all; no, not by a great deal; there is a great rent in my frock, gaping and staring at me, waiting to be mended; 

and nobody knows how long 't will take me to do that. Oh dear! how I hate to work! I don't see how it is; there's 

mother takes care of the children, sews, makes bread and washes the dishes, just as willingly and cheerfully as 

if she were playing on the piano or reading a pleasant book. They say that good people are always happy; but I 

never am. Oh, I believe I am the worst creature that ever lived!" and she bent her head upon her lap 

and burst into tears. 

 

It was not long before she was roused by the sound of footsteps; she raised her head, and saw an old woman 

coming down the road with a large basket on her arm. She looked tired and weary, as well she might be, for 

she had travelled a long distance; it was a hot, sultry afternoon, and every footstep stirred a cloud of dust. She 

came towards the spring; but before she reached it, she struck her foot against a stone and fell. 

 

"Have you hurt you?" exclaimed Annie, as she sprung to her side. 

 

"Not a bit, not a bit," she replied, as she shook the dust from her apron, and replaced the things that had fallen 

from her basket. 

 

"Oh, yes, you have!" said Annie; "see, the blood is streaming down your arm!" 

 



"Oh that's nothing; only a scratch. Blessings on the good Father that watches over me! I might have broken my 

arm, and that would have been a deal worse! How fortunate I happened to fall just by the spring here!  I've been 

longing for a drink of cold water, and I sha'n't need it any the less for getting such a mouthful of this hot dust." 

 

"Heart's dearest!" she exclaimed, as she put down the iron dipper that always hung by the spring, after having 

satisfied her thirst, "what is it troubles you? Such sorrowful eyes and a tearful face belong only to older heads 

and more sinful hearts; and God forbid it even to them, unless it is wrung out of the agony of their very souls; 

for though his providences are just and wise, yet nature must have its way sometimes." 

 

"Oh," she replied, as the tears filled her eyes again, "I have been crying to think how wicked I am." 

 

"Well-a-day!" said the old woman, looking rather droll; "it's very strange such a young creature as you should 

come down here to weep on account of great wickedness. You don't look much like a Salem witch, or 

a runaway from the house of correction." 

 

Annie could not help laughing at such an idea; but as the smile passed away, the troubled waters of her heart 

seemed to burst forth in a flood, and she wept violently. 

 

"Ah," said the old woman, shaking her head sorrowfully: "I ought not to have spoken thus; I see how it is. Poor 

lamb! she hears the voice of the Shepherd calling her, but she is bewildered and knows not the way to the 

fold; and may the Lord Jesus look upon me, as he did upon his sinful servant Peter when he denied him, if I fail 

to point out to this dear child the path wherein he himself has taught me to tread." 

 

She sat down beside Annie and laid her arm gently around her. "There's a dear girl," said she, raising her head, 

and putting back the locks of moist hair; "listen to me a little while, and I will tell you what will make you 

happier." She took the cool waters of the spring, and bathed her burning forehead, and washed away all traces 

of dust and tears. The water had a cooling and soothing effect upon Annie's troubled brain. 

 

"There now," said the good dame; "don't you feel better?" 

 

"Yes," said Annie, almost cheerfully. 

 

"Well," she continued, "God's love is just like this spring; it is full and free to all. Now don't you suppose, if you 

could cleanse and purify your heart from all traces of sin and sorrow in its blessed waters, just as you bathe your 

face in this spring, that you would feel happier and better." 

 

"Yes," said Annie, slowly and thoughtfully, as if a new idea was passing through her mind. 

 

"Well then, I will tell you how. I have felt just as you do now. When I was a girl I was a restless, idle creature; 

useless to others, and a burden to myself. Of course I was unhappy, miserable. It was in vain that I went to 

school with such a discontented mind. I had a harder lesson to learn than any that my teacher could learn me. 

God grant you may not have to learn it in the same way that I did! I learned it by experience; a sorrowful way 

that is to learn anything, although it is slow and sure; you may be pretty certain that you never will forget it.  I 

have found out, by experience, that the only way that we can live and be happy, is by loving and serving others, 

just as the blessed Jesus did; and if you will try it you will find it so." 

 

"Oh," said Annie, "I am a little girl. What good can I do? If I was the Lord Jesus, I would go about doing good; 

then I would cast out devils, and heal the sick, and raise the dead." 

 

"Yes, yes; I know you are yet but a 'wee thing,' and have much to learn; but 'the race is not always to the swift 

and the battle to the strong;' it isn't the tallest men and the oldest heads that do the most good in the world. But 

I'll tell you what you can do, if you can't work miracles; though there's many a devil cast out in these days of sin 



and sorrow, that men know not of; those who struggle and strive with the Evil One, and thrust him out of the 

doors of their heart, do not sound a trumpet before them in the streets, for they are true followers of the dear 

Lamb of God. That same old spirit of selfishness that tempted Eve in the garden of Eden has gone through the 

world like a creeping, wily serpent ever since. It has wound itself round and round our hearts, coil upon coil, 

until we scarce seem to have any heart at all. It is this that troubles you, and you must cast it out; you must 

forget your own interest, and learn everybody to love you; then you can't help loving everybody, and you will 

be happy. Oh, it will be hard, very hard, to do this; you will stop, and perhaps turn back; but when it is the 

darkest you must take the gentle hand that our dear brother, the Lord Jesus, stretches out to you, and he will lead 

you safely to the very bosom of the Father. 

 

"But look up, dear one, the sun has gone down behind the hill, and you must hasten homeward. The mother bird 

must needs feel anxious when her nestlings are away. But don't forget what I have told you." 

 

"No," said Annie, raising her head, for she had been thinking earnestly; every word that her kind friend had 

spoken went with a powerful influence to her heart; "I will try and do what I can," said she. 

 

"Ay," said the old woman, "that's right! not even an angel can do more. But stop," she added; "do you remember 

what day it is?" 

 

"Yes," said Annie. 

 

"Well then, just a year from this time, if the Lord permits, we will meet again by this spring. Now good night, 

and may the blessing of the Great Father go with you." 

 

"Good night," said Annie, and with a cheerful heart and light footstep, she hastened homeward. 

 

No sooner did she come in sight of her home, than she perceived a horse and carriage standing by the gate. She 

recognized it in a moment; it was the doctor's. A cold shudder passed over her, and an indefinable fear 

entered her mind. She hastened onward and entered the house. 

 

Upon the bed lay little Katie; her eyes fixed upon the wall, seemingly unconscious of all that passed around her, 

sending forth low moans, as if in great pain. Beside her sat the doctor, counting the beatings of her pulse, and 

closely observing the alterations of her countenance. 

 

"I cannot give you much encouragement," said he. "It is a disease of the brain. All shall be done for her that is 

possible, but I fear there is not much hope." 

 

Alas! it was even so; all was done in vain. She laid day after day, a helpless sufferer. It was long before the vital 

energy was spent; but through all this weary time, there was one constant watcher by her bed-side. 

 

Annie, with the impression of a deep truth upon her soul, felt that now was the time to act, and most faithfully 

did she perform her duty. And when, at last, sweet Katie died, with a warm gush of tears she laid one of the 

flowers that she had gathered from the hill-side upon her bosom, and clasping her arms around her mother's 

neck, she said: "Mother, dear sister is gone, and now I must be both Annie and Katie to you; and if God will 

help me, I shall be more of a blessing to you than I ever yet have been." 

 

Oh, it was like a ray of sunshine to that weeping mother's heart, to hear her once wayward child speak thus! and 

though it was like taking away the life-drops from her heart to give up her cherished little one, yet she felt there 

was still a great blessing remaining for her. 

 

Time passed on. Autumn came with its ripened fruits and golden foliage; winter laid his glittering mantle upon 

the streams and hill-tops, and spring brought blossoms for little Katie's grave. 



 

Annie, the gentle Annie, where was she? 

 

Firm to her purpose, she had gone onward. At times the struggle was hard indeed. Then she would go to the 

spring, and kneel down, and talk with her Good Father, until the evil feelings had left her heart, and the cheerful 

smile came again to her countenance. 

 

At length summer, bright, beautiful summer, beamed over the land once more, and as it drew to a close it 

brought the day on which Annie was to meet her friend at the spring.... 

 

[The] last rays of the setting sun streamed through the branches of the trees that surrounded the spring, and 

tinged its waters with a rosy light. There sat the old lady, looking anxiously up the road. 

 

"I wonder why she don't come," said she. "Perhaps the young thing has forgotten me. Sure 'twould be a sorrow 

to me if I thought she had." 

 

"No indeed," said a pleasant voice. A light form sprang from a clump of bushes close by, and she felt a warm 

kiss upon her cheek. "No, I have not forgotten you, but I have come to tell you how happy I am. Oh, I 

have seen trouble and sorrow enough, since I saw you; but for all that, I am much happier than I was then. You 

told me that I must learn to love everybody, and so I did; and now it seems as if everybody and everything 

loved me, even our old cat and dog. Strange, isn't it?" 

 

"Heart's dearest!" said the old woman, as soon as she could speak, wiping away the tears from her eyes with the 

corner of her apron; "there's a philosophy in all things, even in baking bread and washing dishes; but the true 

philosophy of life consists in loving and doing; and, blessed be God! that is so plain, that the least of his 

children can understand it." 

 

 

Memory Verse: And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.  1 Timothy 6:8 

 
For Further Study: 

The next time you find it hard to be different from everyone else, remember how different Christ was: 

He had no home of His own (Matthew 8:20) 

He helped people that others wouldn’t even touch (Matthew 8:2-3) 

He did work that others saw as shameful (John 13:5) 

He did not fight when others hurt Him (Isaiah 53:7)...  

...if Jesus was on the earth today and doing these things, would you still be His friend? 

 
Journal: 

Do you ever notice how different you are from others because of your belief and obedience to Christ?  Do you 

ever get asked about it?  What kind of feelings do you have about being so different – surprise, shame, or 

anything else?  How do you help yourself feel good about being different?   

     Pray to God for strength when these feelings come up, and talk to your parents or other older Christians 

about it.  You may be amazed to learn that they’ve experienced many of the same feelings.  You might also find 

out how they’ve relied on God for the courage to be different from the world.  

 



Do you remember who Caleb was?  What do you remember about him?  (You may want to read Numbers 13 if 

you don’t remember).  Today’s reading tells us what happened to Caleb when he was finally able to choose a 

place to live in Canaan. 

 

Feb. 15  Day 46   Joshua 14:6-15 

 

How old was Caleb when he was sent to spy the land (verse 7)?  He was a faithful spy, a courageous spy, and 

he, Joshua, and Moses were the only two adults who would survive the wandering in the wilderness.   

 

How do you think Caleb felt, having to wander in the wilderness for forty years with the disobedient Israelites?  

He had to suffer the same punishment as they, even though he had tried to tell warn the people to obey God.  

How do you think he kept his faith all that time? 

 

How old was Caleb when he was finally allowed to choose a place to “settle down” in Canaan (verse 10)?  How 

does he describe himself (verse 11)?  Do you know anyone in their eighties who can describe themselves like 

this?  Caleb had already helped the Israelites wander for forty years, then battle for seven years to take the land.  

And he still considered himself a strong warrior. 

 

And that explains why Caleb chose the land he did (verse 12).  You may want to do some research on the land 

of Hebron.  It is not easy land to live on.  It is mountainous and rocky.  Not only that, the Anakim people had 

not been driven out of it yet.  Caleb would continue that campaign against these people whom the unfaithful 

spies had called giants in Numbers 13:33.  Would you choose that land at Caleb’s age? 

 

Caleb had such a courageous faith!  He was used to telling people about God and encouraging them to do good.  

He never forgot God’s promises to him (see verse 9).  He was willing to work for the Lord until death.  I hope 

we can have a faith like his!   

 

Memory Verse: And if we have _____ and _____, with these we shall be content.  1 Timothy 6:8 
 

For Further Study: 

Caleb never forgot the commandments and promises of the Lord (see verse 12).  If the Lord told him to drive 

the Anakim from the land, then Caleb believed God would make a way for it to happen.  When God gives us a 

commandment, He always provides a way for his commands to be obeyed.  This may sound easy to you, but so 

many people say that it’s too hard to do certain things for the Lord.  Caleb never felt that way, and neither 

should we.  Read Matthew 11:28-30 and 1 John 5:3-4.  Do you realize that this is a promise from God, that His 

commandments are not burdensome?  In verse 4, it shows us that God wants us to USE HIS HELP in obeying 

Him and winning the victory! 

 
Journal: 

How would you like to be described when you are Caleb’s age?



Feb. 16  Day 47   Joshua 21:43-45 

 

It’s so wonderful to read that God kept His promises to the Israelites (verse 45).  A long time ago, God had 

made some special promises to Abraham.  All of these promises came true.  God said Abraham would have a 

son, and he later had a son named Isaac.  God said that a great nation would come from Abraham's family, and 

that's where the Israelites came from.   The Israelites took over Canaan, the land God had promised Abraham.   

God said He would also bless the whole world through Abraham.  Do you know that our Lord Jesus Christ 

came from Abraham's family?  And now Jesus has blessed the whole world by dying for man's sins. 

If God can keep those promises, then He can keep these other promises that He has made: 

A promise that we will find Him if we seek Him... 

    I love those who love Me, and those who diligently seek Me will find me.  (Proverbs 8:17) 

A promise that we will be rewarded for getting through life's problems... 

    Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of 

life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  (James 1:12) 

A promise that He will give us a way out of temptation... 

No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to 

be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may 

be able to endure it.  (1 Corinthians 10:13) 

A promise of eternal life... 

    …and this is the promise which He himself made to us: eternal life. (1 John 2:25) 

Which one of these is your favorite?  They are such a comfort to me.  Never doubt that God loves you and 

wants to keep all the promises He has made to you! 

 

Memory Verse: And if we have _____ and _____, with these we shall be _______.  1 Timothy 6:8 

 
For Further Study: 

God expects us to keep our promises too.  Don’t you like it when people do what they say they will?  We should 

strive to be honorable and responsible before God and others.  See Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21; Psalm 

50:14; Matthew 5:33-36. 

 
Journal: 

One of the greatest virtues that you can develop in life is to be trustworthy and reliable.  This is someone who 

understands that others are counting on him.  It includes keeping your promises, doing the work that’s been 

given you to do, and being there when people need you.  After all, isn’t God this way with us?   

     Think about all the people who depend on you every day.  Think about how God depends on you too!  What 

kind of responsibilities do you have?  How can your daily work glorify God?  Pray to God to give you strength 

to do these things reliably, and to be with you in all your tasks.   

 



Feb. 17  Day 48   Joshua 24:14-15 

 

These verses are part of Joshua’s farewell speech to the Israelites.  In these two verses, we can learn many 

things: 

 

1. Everyone has a master.   

 

2. We choose our master.  Jesus said, “He who is not with me is against me.”  (Matthew 12:30). 

 

3. Our faith should not rest on other people.  God wants you to choose Him because that’s what you want.  

The Bible says to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”  (Philippians 2:12) 

 

Joshua gave the Israelites a choice.  Every day, we make the same choice, whether we know it or not.  I’m so 

glad you’re here with me, choosing God! 

 

The following story is from Tiger and Tom and Other Stories for Boys.  Published in 1910, this book is now out 

of print and can be read freely online. 

 

 

THE RIGHT DECISION 

 

It was the beginning of vacation when Mr. Davis, a friend of my father, came to see us, and asked to let me go 

home with him. I was much pleased with the thought of going out of town. 

 

The journey was delightful, and when we reached Mr. Davis's house everything looked as if I were going to 

have a fine time. Fred Davis, a boy about my own age, took me cordially by the hand, and all the family 

soon seemed like old friends. 

 

"This is going to be a vacation worth having," I said to myself several times during the evening, as we all played 

games, told riddles, and laughed and chatted merrily. 

 

At last Mrs. Davis said it was almost bedtime. Then I expected family prayers, but we were very soon directed 

to our chambers. How strange it seemed to me, for I had never before been in a household without the 

family altar. 

 

"Come," said Fred, "mother says you and I are going to be bed fellows," and I followed him up two pair of 

stairs to a nice little chamber which he called his room. He opened a drawer and showed me a box, and boat, 

and knives, and powderhorn, and all his treasures, and told me a world of new things about what the boys did 

there.  Then he undressed first and jumped into bed. I was much longer about it, for a new set of thoughts began 

to rise in my mind. 

 

When my mother put my purse into my hand, just before the train started, she said tenderly, in a low tone, 

"Remember, Robert, that you are a Christian boy." 

 

I knew very well what that meant, and I had now just come to a point of time when her words were to be 

minded. 

 

At home I was taught the duties of a Christian child; abroad I must not neglect them, and one of these was 

evening prayer. From a very little boy I had been in the habit of kneeling and asking the forgiveness of 

God, for Jesus' sake, acknowledging His mercies, and seeking His protection and blessing. 

 

"Why don't you come to bed, Robert?" cried Fred. "What are you sitting there for?" 



 

I was afraid to pray, and afraid not to pray. It seemed that I could not kneel down and pray before Fred. What 

would he say? Would he not laugh? The fear of Fred made me a coward. Yet I could not lie down on a 

prayerless bed. If I needed the protection of my heavenly Father at home, how much more abroad. 

 

I wished many wishes; that I had slept alone, that Fred would go to sleep, or something else, I hardly knew 

what. But Fred would not go to sleep. 

 

Perhaps struggles like these take place in the bosom of every boy when he leaves home and begins to act for 

himself, and on his decision may depend his character for time, and for eternity. With me the struggle 

was severe. 

 

At last, to Fred's cry, "Come, boy, come to bed," I mustered courage to say, "I will kneel down and pray first; 

that is always my custom." "Pray?" said Fred, turning himself over on his pillow and saying no more. 

 

His propriety of conduct made me ashamed. Here I had long been afraid of him, and yet when he knew my 

wishes, he was quiet and left me to myself.   How thankful I was that duty and conscience triumphed. 

 

That settled my future course. It gave me strength for time to come. I believe that the decision of the "Christian 

boy," by God's blessing, made me a Christian man; for in after years I was thrown amid trials and temptations 

which must have drawn me away from God and from virtue, had it not been for my settled habit of secret 

prayer. 

 

Let every boy who has pious parents, read and think about this. You have been trained in Christian duties and 

principles. When you go from home, do not leave them behind. 

 

Carry them with you, and stand by them; then, in weakness and temptation, by the help of God, they will stand 

by you. 

 

Take your place like a man, on the side of your God and Saviour, of your mother's God and Saviour, and of 

your father's God. 

 

It is by a failure to do this, that so many boys go astray, and grow up to be young men dishonoring their parents, 

without hope and without God in the world. 

 

       *       *       *       *       * 

 

Ashamed of Jesus! that dear friend, 

On whom my hopes of heaven depend? 

No; when I blush, be this my shame, 

That I no more revere His name. 

 

Ashamed of Jesus! yes, I may, 

When I've no guilt to wash away, 

No tears to wipe, no good to crave, 

No fears to quell, no soul to save. 
 

 

Memory Verse: And if we …., with these we …..  1 Timothy 6:8 
 

 

 



For Further Study: 

This isn’t the only time in the Bible that God asked men to choose whom they will serve.  See Exodus 32:26; 

Deuteronomy 30:19; 1 Kings 18:21.  Jesus also told people to be careful about their choices.  See Mark 10:17-

22; John 6:66-69; and Revelation 3:15-16. 

 
Journal:  

If it hasn’t happened yet, there will come a day when you will feel “forced” to make a choice about God.  You 

may be in a classroom where a teacher says something contrary to God’s Word; or in a crowd of friends who 

are laughing about something sinful; or you may even be alone and faced with something sinful on the 

computer or television.   

     What would you do in these situations?  What other situations can you think of where you’d have to make a 

choice?  Write these down, and write down some verses that would help you choose God’s way. 

     Make yourself ready to choose properly.  So many people choose the easy path because they’ve never 

thought about the alternatives.  Practice choosing wisely and carefully now, so that when tough choices come, 

you’ll be ready.  Pray for God to keep helping you gain knowledge and wisdom.  



Feb. 18  Day 49   Judges 2:1-14 
 

“Boys, we’re going to do some digging today,” said Daddy.   

 

Matthew and Michael looked up from their breakfast.  Daddy pointed out the kitchen window and said, “That 

little pecan tree I planted in the spring has finally given up.  I’ve tried every kind of fertilizer I could think of, 

but nothing’s helped.  It’s lost all of its leaves and has just about shriveled up to nothing.” 

 

Matthew looked out the window, which was just next to their kitchen table. “It’s too bad, Daddy,” he said.  

“You planted two trees at the same time, and that other one seems to be doing just great.” 

 

“It could be the tree, or it could be the soil,” said Daddy.  “Either way, that tree’s not any use to us now.  I 

might get another small one to replace it, or plant one a little farther out, where it might not be so rocky.”  

Daddy drank the rest of his coffee and sat back in his chair.  “Son, do you remember the parable of the fig tree 

that Jesus told in the book of Luke?  He talked about a man who decided to cut down his fig tree because it 

wasn’t bearing any fruit.” 

 

“I remember that story,” said Michael.  “The man’s gardener asked him to wait another year and give the tree 

another chance.  If it didn’t bear fruit the next year, they would cut it down.”   

 

Daddy nodded.  “God wants us to have healthy souls that bear fruit for God.  Our fruit is the good things we do 

and the way we show Jesus to others.  You remember that the Israelites did not follow God’s law for them.  He 

gave them many chances but finally had to punish them.”  Daddy looked out the window again.  “It’s a very sad 

thing to have to cut down a tree.  And it makes God sad to punish His children.  That's why He gives us so 

many warnings, and He waits eagerly for us to repent.” 

 

 “I’m going to be like that healthy tree, Daddy,” said Michael.  “One that is strong and fruitful for God!” 

 
 

Memory Verse: And if …., with these …..  1 Timothy ____ 
 

For Further Study: 

Even when there were many Israelites doing wrong, there were still some who followed after God.  He was able 

to find good judges, prophets, and kings to teach the people.  Sometimes it feels like there are just a few people 

doing right and so many doing wrong.  But don’t you know, that’s how it’s always been?  How many were 

saved in the ark?  How many came to see baby Jesus when He was born?  Read Matthew 7:14; Luke 17:15-18; 

and Revelation 3:4. 

 
Journal:  

Do you remember that God was willing to save Sodom and Gomorrah if Abraham could find ten righteous men 

in it (Genesis 19:32)?  If you had lived in there, would Abraham tell God about you? Our shining lights are 

noticed by our Father!  Think of all the people in your city that God is giving time to repent.  Consider our 

nation, our government, and other countries in our world.  Write down the names of people you know who 

haven’t obeyed the gospel.  Pray for them, and for open doors to teach them.   

 

...I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,  

for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life 

 in all godliness and dignity.  This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  

who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  1 Timothy 2:1-4 



Feb. 19  Day 50          Judges 3:5-9 

 

The Israelites lived in Canaan, and for a while they seemed to have very good lives.  They were making friends 

with the people around them.  They found people with whom their sons and daughters could marry, so there 

was love and happiness in their families.  They felt like they belonged.  But they weren’t thankful for the peace 

and prosperity that they had.  And they weren’t obeying God’s commandment, to be separate from the idol-

worshippers.    

 

Eventually God’s patience with them ran out.  He let the Israelites be conquered by the kingdoms around them.  

That was when the Israelites finally called on their God. 

 

Are we like the Israelites?  Do we go from day to day with our parties, our friends, our good times, and only 

talk to God when we suddenly need His help? 

 

It’s so easy to forget about God when things are going well for us.  We forget that when things go well with us, 

that is a blessing from God. 

 

Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift  

is from above, coming down from the Father of lights,  

with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.   

(James 1:17) 

 

God wants us to call on Him in good times and in bad.  He wants to be with us always.  Let’s not forget that we 

owe God our praise and thanksgiving.  When we build that loving relationship with Him, then He’ll also be 

with us in those times when we need His comfort and help. 

 

Memory Verse: Recite 1 Timothy 6:8.  See if you can recite verses 6, 7, and 8 together. 
 

For Further Study: 

God wants us to be thankful.  When we’re thankful we can see His love and care for us.  Read Deuteronomy 

8:10 and Psalm 100:4.  Also see 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  Do you see how these three things go together – 

rejoicing, a prayerful attitude, and thankfulness?  When you pray today, for every 1 thing you ask of God, try to 

name at least 2 things for which you are thankful.  Start learning to see God’s blessings all around you, big and 

small.  Once you start, you’ll see how easy it is! 

 
Journal:  

A thankful heart goes a long way towards keeping us content.  Make a list of some emotional problems, like 

anger, worry, sadness, jealousy....Can you think of others?  Then, next to each item, write down how 

thankfulness can help with it.  How does being thankful keep us from anger?  How does it keep us from worry?  

In a third column, write down what things you can remember to be thankful for, when these feelings come up.  

For example, what could you tell yourself to be thankful for when you're angry?  



Feb. 20  Day 51   Judges 11:29-40 
 

This is one of the most interesting stories in the Bible.  Many people argue over whether or not God actually 

required Jephthah to kill his daughter, or if she was merely sent away to live alone, serving God somewhere.  I 

think it’s hard to tell one way or another.  But there are some good lessons we can learn from Jephthah’s 

remarkable daughter: 

 

She loved her father.  She was the first one out the door when he came home, greeting him with music and 

dancing.  She loved her father so much that she would not let him break his vow to the Lord, because that would 

have been a sin.   

 

She was good to her friends.  It sounds like she had some close ones whom she could call on when she was sad.  

They joined her to comfort her.  She must have been very special to them.     

 

She saw that marriage is a precious thing.  She was sad that she would remain unmarried, but she was not bitter 

that God had other plans for her.  She looked for how she could serve God in whatever way He asked. 

 

She was humble, not proud and selfish.  It takes a humble person to obey God.  By obeying the Lord, she 

inspired many of the daughters of Israel, who would remember her once a year.  And we don’t even know her 

name! 

 

It’s so good that God gave us this story of Jephthah’s daughter.  We can learn what He wants from good, 

humble children.  Even though the Bible doesn’t name this special girl, we can see that God remembers her 

very well.  We are blessed by her example! 
 

Memory Verse: …let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.  1 John 3:18 

 
For Further Study: 

Jephthah’s daughter felt sad that her life would change when she fulfilled the vow her father made.  While God 

doesn’t want us to grumble and complain, He does understand when we have to mourn over a great loss or hurt.   

Many of the Psalms describe weeping and sadness; see Psalm 142, for example.  Also see Matthew 26:36-39. 

 

Journal: How do you greet your family?  Is it any different from how you greet your friends?  Sometimes we 

greet our friends better than our family; sometimes we’ve spent so much time with family that we become too 

familiar or cranky with each other.  How do you like to be greeted?  1 Thessalonians 5:26 tells Christians to 

greet each other “with a holy kiss.”  Kissing one another hello was more common in Paul’s day than today.  A 

“holy kiss” would be pure, out of brotherly love and esteem, different (set apart) from romantic kissing. 

     In the Filipino culture, it’s not uncommon for us to kiss our relatives and friends on the cheek as a greeting.  

There’s one lady in our congregation who always kisses me on the cheek hello.  I love that she’s so sweet, 

humble, and comfortable with me.   

     Your attitude is contagious!  For the next week, pay attention to how you greet your family when you wake 

up, and when family members come home.  You can really make a difference in the level of peace in your 

house! 

 



Feb. 22  Day 53   Judges 17:6-13 

 

Once there was a Levite looking for a new place to live.  Do you remember that Levites were to have their own 

special cities?  What was the job of the Levites?  Why wasn’t this Levite taking care of the temple like God had 

commanded?  We don’t know why this Levite was wandering around, but I have an idea.  Verse 6 says, “In 

those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”   What did the men in this 

story do instead of obeying God? 

 

“Doors” was written by Bruce S. Wright and published in The Children’s Six Minutes in 1922.  Now out of 

print, it is available free online. 

 

DOORS 

 

 

This morning, after you were awake, you passed through your bedroom door. Then you went through the 

bathroom door. Later you entered, through a door, the dining room....Every day you are passing through various 

doors. What wonderful things doors are! I wonder who invented doors. What would we do without doors? 

 

There are doors to houses and there are doors to life. Let me tell you about them. A door is made of wood....The 

doors of life are made of our will. By the exercise of our will we open and close whatsoever doors of life we 

choose. 

 

The doors of our houses swing on hinges. Heavy doors seem as light as a feather because they are so delicately 

hung upon hinges. The hinges of the doors of life are made not of brass or iron, but of love.... 

 

What about the lock? Yes, doors have locks. So also have the doors of life. Can you guess what locks the door 

of life? It is faith. If you have faith, faith in God, faith in the Saviour, faith in things that are true and pure, you 

need never fear that your house of life will be broken into by burglars. You are secure if you have the lock of 

faith. Now here is a strange paradox, namely--you lock your door only by opening it. Open your door to the 

Master. 

 

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear my voice 

and open the door, I will come in to him,  

and will sup with him and he with me." 

Revelation 3:20 
 

Memory Verse: …let us not love with _____ or with _____, but in _____and _____.  1 John 3:18 

 
For Further Study: 

Have you ever looked at an optical illusion?  Have you ever watched a magic trick?  You know that your eyes 

can fool you.  That’s why God does not want us to rely on what “looks” right to us.  Read Genesis 3:6; Luke 

12:16-21; and James 4:13-15. 

 
Journal: 

You can pray to God to help you “see” things the right way.  God wants us to have a heart of wisdom (Psalm 

90:12).  God doesn’t want us to be unsure (1 John 2:3).  What things are you unsure about in your life?  What 

would you like God to help you figure out?  What (and who) has God given you to help you through life? 



Do you remember the story of Ruth?  Do you remember how she lost a husband, followed Naomi to Israel, and 

went to work in the fields of Bethlehem?   

Feb. 23  Day 54       Ruth 4:13-17 

 

Ruth is a great example to us of someone who obeyed God even when times were scary and uncertain.  Romans 

8:28 says, And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the 

called according to His purpose.  Ruth knew this about God. 

 

Can you imagine if Ruth had made decisions out of fear instead of faith?  She might have lost hope when her 

husband died.  She might have told Naomi, “I’m not part of your family anymore, old woman.  I don’t need to 

worry about you.  I’m going back to my family where they can take care of me.”  She might have been too 

scared to go work in the field of an Israelite whom she did not know.  Or she might have been too proud to 

work, believing that people had to serve her instead. 

 

We’re blessed that Ruth didn’t think like that.  For from her obedience came a new husband, and a baby to 

comfort Naomi. And that baby grew to be the grandfather of King David.  And from King David’s family came 

Jesus, our Lord. 

 

What a great gift Ruth gave us with her obedience!  She didn’t know she would help change the world, just by 

being the kind of woman God wanted her to be. 

 

You never know what will come from your decisions to obey God.  The things we do can reach far, far beyond 

our own little lives.  Think about how many people can be taught to love Christ because of your words, deeds, 

and example.  Keep building your faith and following God.  Many can be blessed by your obedience!  
 

Memory Verse: …let us not …. , but …..  1 John 3:18 
 

For Further Study: 

Read Hebrews 11:1-13.  These persons died in faith, unafraid, not knowing what great things would result from 

their obedience.  Can you imagine if…. 

… Abel had offered fruits and vegetables to God so that he would not make his brother Cain angry? 

… Noah was afraid of the people making fun of him and refused to build an ark? 

… Abraham was afraid of that “unknown country” and decided to stay home? 

 

Ruth showed that she was loyal to Naomi and her God.  Thus, Naomi’s family and Naomi’s God were loyal to 

her.    This kind of perseverance and steadfastness is important in following God.  Read Acts 20:22-24 (this is 

Paul speaking to the Ephesian elders); Galatians 6:9; 2 Timothy 4:17-18; 1 Peter 1:13; and Revelation 3:11. 

 
Journal:  

How many people do you know?  Try to list some of them.  Do you ever think of yourself as being a channel of 

blessings from God to those people?  Your obedience to God, your spiritual life, your pure & willing heart, your 

good character & attitude, are all ways that those people are touched by God through you!  Are you helping 

God in bringing light to this dark world?  Pray for strength & knowledge as you learn to be a worker for Him! 

 



 

Feb. 24  Day 54   1 Samuel 1:12-28 
 

I’ve always enjoyed studying Hannah.  She is a good example of the kind of servant God wants: 

 

She prayed to God.  She told Eli, “I have poured out my soul before the Lord.”  She was not afraid to tell God 

what was bothering her and what would make her happy.   

 

Hannah trusted in the Lord to provide for her.   After she talked to God, “her face was no longer sad.”   

 

She was patient.  Her baby Samuel came “in due time.”  She didn’t try to hurry God. 

 

She loved children and cared for hers.  Samuel was ready to serve the Lord at the temple when he was still a 

child.  By then, his mother and father had trained him and taught him about his duty to God.  She didn’t leave 

this to anybody else; she knew she had a responsibility to her children.  She loved being a mother; she thanked 

God for this joyous gift (1 Samuel 2:1).  

 

How God blessed Hannah!  And how she blessed others!  She blessed her family with her love for God; she 

blessed her people by raising one who would become a judge and prophet of the Lord; and she blesses us today 

with her example! 
 

Memory Verse: Recite 1 John 3:18 
 

For Further Study: 

Do you believe in the power of prayer?  Can you pray and then leave your problems in God’s hands?  See Isaiah 

26:3 and 58:9; Luke 11:9; John 15:7; James 1:6-8.  If we’re faithful to Him, we can trust that He is faithful to 

us.  He is a Father who can recognize the cries of His children.  However, remember that God doesn’t always 

answer prayers by giving us exactly what we want.  He answers by giving us what’s best for us at the time.   

 

Journal: What have you been praying for?  Is there something you’ve been asking God to do for you?  Are you 

asking over and over because you think He doesn’t hear you or He needs “a little pushing”, or are you asking 

because you’re confident that He wants to take care of you?  Those are two different attitudes, based on how 

much you trust God.  But you can pray to God to increase your trust!  It will help you get through the times 

when God wants you to wait for the answer to your prayer. 

 

 

 



When the Israelites started worshipping idols, God stopped protecting them.  Then the Israelites moved the ark 

of the Lord (the ark of the temple).  Do you think this mattered to God?  In this reading, the Philistines have 

captured the ark.  Now the Israelites want God to protect them from the Philistines.   

 

Feb. 25  Day 56   1 Samuel 7:3-6 

 

How could the Israelites return to God?  Returning to God is what’s known as repentance.  These verses are an 

example of true repentance in the child of God: 

 

� God’s children return to the Lord with all their heart.  They love God.  It’s more than just words to them. 

 

� They give up the things they desire in order to obey Him.  It’s easier to give something up if we remove it 

from our sight, just like the Israelites did with their idols. 

 

� They “direct (or prepare) their hearts” to the Lord.  The child of God doesn’t wait until his heart “feels like” 

obeying God.  We do what His Word tells us to do, even if we don’t feel like it. 

 

� They give gifts to God.  The Israelites prayed, poured water and fasted (stopped eating).  What are the things 

we offer up to God? 

 

� The Israelites said, “We have sinned against the Lord,” and they asked Samuel to help them learn how to 

obey.  We should be willing to see when we are wrong and ask our church family to help us do better.  God 

doesn’t want us to be alone. 

 

God has always wanted the same basic things from His children.  Isn’t it great to have a God who never 

changes?  Hebrews 13:8 says, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes, and forever.  If God doesn’t 

change, neither does His love for us.  What a wonderful God we have!  

 

Memory Verse: Be anxious for nothing, but by prayer and supplication make your requests known to God.  

Philippians 4:6  
 

For Further Study: 

Have you ever thought of your life as a sacrifice (gift) to God?  Read Romans 12.  Our service and work here on 

earth can be accepted as a gift to God if it obeys His will.  This can be as obvious as worshiping on Sundays, or 

it can mean the small, silent, daily tasks that help others.  As you read the 12
th

 chapter of Romans, you can get 

an idea of how being different from the world, learning God’s will, and loving others can be the gifts that we 

lay at God’s feet.   

 

Journal: It may be hard for you to grasp the idea of “true repentance” because you are such a sweet, innocent 

child.  But there are people in the world who live in sin and need to understand that they should feel sorry in 

their heart and then make changes in their lives for God.  Can you remember a time when you felt really sorry 

for something you’d done?  Can you remember a time when someone felt sorry and apologized for something 

they did to you?  How did you know that person was really sorry and not just saying it?   



Feb. 26  Day 57   1 Samuel 12:12-25 
 

The Israelites had asked for a king.  This made God angry.  The Israelites felt sorry and asked for forgiveness.  

Samuel is giving them some advice about turning back to God. Samuel told the Israelites not to turn aside from 

following the Lord.  Samuel told the Israelites not to turn aside from following the Lord, and to keep trying, 

even after they made mistakes.  

 

Sometimes we do wrong and it can make us so discouraged that we want to give up on ever being good.  Some 

people don’t repent because they think it’s too hard or no one will forgive them.  Then they just keep getting 

deeper and deeper in sin.  This is very dangerous, because some people’s hearts can become hardened by sin 

until it’s completely turned from God.  We don’t want that to ever happen to us!  When we lose our way to 

Heaven, we mustn’t get discouraged, but try to find the right path again quickly. 

 

Samuel reminded them that God loves them and wouldn’t forsake them.  We have to remind ourselves of this 

every day.  That will make it easier to say we’re sorry to God.  He’s always ready, willing, and able to forgive. 

 

Samuel said he wouldn’t stop praying for them.  We should always ask for prayers from others when we need 

strengthening.  Then when others need it, we should pray for them too.  It’s a special gift that we give to each 

other in God’s family.  Only God’s children can do this for each other. 

 

Samuel told them to fear the Lord and be thankful for what He has done for them.  God wasn’t going to 

abandon them (leave them behind).  He had a special purpose for them, just like He does with us. 

 

No mistake has to be everlasting.  If we return to God, we can learn from our mistakes, and God will help us 

learn and get stronger. 
 

Memory Verse: Be anxious for ______, but by prayer and supplication make your requests known to ___.  

Philippians 4:6  
 

For Further Study: 

God doesn’t want us to be discouraged when we do wrong.  Imagine if these people had given up on serving 

God after making mistakes: 

David ~ 2 Samuel 12:13-14 

Peter ~ Matthew 26:75 

Paul ~ 1 Corinthians 15:9 

 

Journal: The Israelites asked for a king.  They received a king and regretted it.  God forgave them but didn’t 

remove their king.  As you continue to read about the Israelites, you’ll learn just how much trouble all those 

kings were!  We have to be careful what we ask for, shouldn’t we?  We have to ask God to give us what He 

thinks is best for us.  Is there something you’ve been asking God to do for you?  Have you been asking that it be 

given to you “not by my will, but Thine”?  Have you prayed for wisdom so that you’ll ask for the right things in 

your life? 



Feb. 27  Day 58   1 Samuel 15:7-24 
 

Saul was supposed to destroy everything in the city of the Amelekites, but instead he kept the best animals for 

sacrifice.  This did not please the Lord at all.  We can learn some important things from this story: 

 

Verse 11 ~ How did God feel when Saul disobeyed?   

 

Verse 15 & 21 ~ Whom did Saul blame for the disobedience? 

 

Verse 17 ~ What had Saul forgotten? 

 

Verse 22 ~ What’s better than a sacrifice to the Lord?   

 

Verse 23 ~ How does God view rebellion and stubbornness? 

 

Verse 24 ~ Did Saul finally admit his mistake? 

 

In verse 19, Samuel asked, “Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord… and did what was evil in the 

sight of the Lord?”  

 

God wants us to obey HIS VOICE.  Where can you hear God’s voice today?  You can only find God’s voice in 

the Bible.   

 

You will hear people make comments like, “This is a good thing we’re doing.  It will make so many people 

happy.  We’re teaching about Christ when we do this.  This is my gift to God.”  But you will need to be sure 

you can say, “This is taught in the Scripture” before you follow them in their actions, no matter how good they 

feel.  That’s what Saul really needed to remember. 

 

Memory Verse: Be anxious for ______, but by _____and _______make your requests known to ___.  

Philippians 4:6 
 

For Further Study: 

Saul found it hard not to “go along with the crowd.”  The crowd wouldn’t dare go against the desire of their 

King Saul.  So you see, everyone was willing to help everyone else do evil.  Sometimes people make you feel 

bad for standing up and saying that the crowd is doing wrong.  They might get angry, or reject you.  This is 

painful, but in reality those little hurts don’t last very long compared to all the joys that come from living for the 

Lord.  Read Psalm 3:6 and 23:4; Galatians 6:9; and Philippians 3:13-14. 

 

Journal: We have to be careful about trusting our feelings like Saul did.  He felt like he was doing something 

good for God, but God rejected it.  Our feelings change.  Our feelings come from inside us, and we’re always 

changing, aren’t we? Make a list of some of your favorite things.  Do you feel the same way about things as you 

did last year?  Do you like the exact same food, TV shows, and song?  You can’t always trust your feelings.  

But you can trust God's Word.  God’s Word never changes.   You might want to read the encouragement found 

in Matthew 24:35 and 2 Corinthians 4:18. 

 



Feb. 28  Day 59   1 Samuel 17:41-50 

 

I don’t think I’ll ever be too old to enjoy the story of David and Goliath.  There are times when everyone feels 

small and weak, and we must all remember that God can be our strength! 

 

In verse 42, it says that Goliath didn’t think much of David because “he was but a youth, and ruddy, and 

handsome in appearance.”  David was young; tanned and dirty from being outside; and didn’t look fierce or 

scary.  So Goliath thought nothing of him. 

 

But David knew that God didn’t look at men on the outside.  In fact, when God chose David to be king, God 

told Samuel that “God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 

heart”  (1 Samuel 16:7). 

 

What was in David’s heart?   

� Verses 44 - 45 shows that he had courage when he responded to Goliath’s threats. 

 

� Verse 45 shows that he came in the name of the Lord – he only did what the Lord wanted him to do. 

 

� Verse 46 shows that he had confidence in God.  He knew God would be with him, would protect him, 

and would help him. 

 

� Verse 47 shows that he was humble.  He would let the battle belong to God.  He would not try to use his 

own weapons or his own power. 

 

� Verses 46-47 also show that David wanted everyone to know about God.  He would let his victory teach 

others. 

 

Are these things in your heart?  Study, pray, and practice living like young David.  Then you will be able to 

overcome the giants that come your way! 

 

Memory Verse: Recite Philippians 4:6 
 

For Further Study: 

Have you heard the saying, “Don’t judge a book by its cover”?  Outward appearances can be deceptive.  Read 

Isaiah 53:2; Mark 12:41-44; 1 Corinthians 1:26-29; 2 Corinthians 11:13-14; James 1:2-9. 

 

 

Journal: What “battles” do you have?  Some of the battles young people face include peer pressure, desire for 

independence, and covetousness.  There are so many temptations in the world, and so many questions that need 

answering.   

 David’s battle with Goliath only took one stone… but he was prepared to use five.  When you face your 

own battles, be ready to give it all you’ve got.  Have faith in God and call on your church family for help if you 

need it.  If you’ve made a habit of prayer and Bible study, then this will help your confidence.  Build your 

knowledge and strength now so that you’ll be ready when those trials come.  See Ephesians 6:10-18.  The armor 

of God can’t just be stored away to be used in the time of battle – it must be properly maintained and fit the 

soldier well! 

 

 
 



Jonathan and David were very good friends.  The love between David and Jonathan is a great lesson for us on 

how best friends should treat one another. 

 

Feb. 29  Day 60   1 Samuel 18:1-4 

 

Our souls are “knit together” – joined - with the souls of our friends.  That shows how much influence our 

friends have on our souls.  Do you know that when you choose a best friend, you’re giving that person great 

power over you?  That’s why the Bible tells us to choose our friends wisely.  How did Jonathan show his 

friendship to David? 

 

A friend will want to share things with you.  A friend should be someone you can trust.  Pray to God that He 

can help you choose good friends throughout your life, friends that will encourage you to serve Him better! 
 

Memory Verse: Review  

Recite 1 Timothy 6:6-8; 1 John 3:18; and Philippians 4:6 
 

For Further Study: 

Later on in 1 Samuel 20, Saul plans on killing David, but Jonathan tells David of his father’s evil plan. 

Jonathan’s friendship with David was more important than Jonathan’s relationship with his father.  This may 

sound strange to you, but remember that Saul disobeyed the Lord, and David was the Lord’s chosen king.  So 

Jonathan had to follow David, as David followed the Lord.   

     Just think, if Jonathan had killed David, Jonathan could have been the next king of Israel!  But Jonathan only 

thought of obeying God and loving his friend.  We should love our friends in the Lord more than others on the 

earth.  We should love our spiritual brethren more than our physical brethren.  (We’re very blessed if someone 

can be both!)  See Mark 3:32-35, Luke 18:28-10, and Ephesians 2:19. 

 

Journal: Do you feel closer to the people of God’s family than you do with people in the world?  You should.  

If you don’t, then perhaps you can do things that would build that feeling between you and people in the church.  

God want His family to feel close to one another.  They can do this by spending time together, learning about 

each other’s personalities and preferences, and being part of each other’s daily lives.  These take a lot of time 

and commitment, but remember, those things have an eternal reward that no other relationship can promise.  

What are some things you can do to get to know people better in the church? 

 

 

 


