
 

Aug. 1   Day 213  Jeremiah 50:4-5 

 
When I was young, I played in the marching band.  It was hard being a new band student. One of the strangest 
things to learn was to march with your head sideways.  Sometimes our routines called for this, so that the sound 
from our instruments would all go in the same direction.  Have you ever tried to walk with your head pointing 
in a different direction from your feet?  Try it some time.  It takes concentration and practice.  Imagine if you 
had to do it all the time!  You see, it isn’t natural.  Our feet usually walk in the direction in which our face is 
pointed. 
 
That is the picture that God uses in these verses from Jeremiah.  He said that one day the Israelites would return 
to Him.  They would be sad about their sins.  They would turn their face in His direction, so that their feet 
would follow.  This means that they would want to obey God again and to be His children forever.  
 
Isn’t this the same thing that God wants from men today?  Doesn’t God want us to be sorry when we do wrong?  
Doesn’t God want us to live with Him and be His forever?  God loves us so much!  In which direction are you 
headed? Are you marching steadily on to Heaven for God? 
 
Memory Verse: 

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  Galatians 
2:20 
 

For Further Study: 

Continue reading in Jeremiah 50:6-7.  Who had led God’s “sheep” astray?  God is talking about the priests and 
prophets who had taught the Israelites wrongly.  What had happened to those who followed these false 
teachers?  Now read John 10:11-15.  Who should be our Shepherd?  What makes Him special from all other 
shepherds? 
 
Journal: 

What are some things that have helped you keep your “face” pointed towards heaven? What things have made it 
difficult? 
 



Aug. 2   Day 214  Lamentations 1:1-1-2 

 
Have you ever heard of a ghost town?  I live in Texas, and there are many legends of old Wild West ghost 
towns, towns that used to be filled with cowboys and gold miners, but which now stand empty.  Imagine 
buildings with darkened rooms, cobwebs and tumbleweeds everywhere, and no sound but the lonely desert 
wind.  That is what I imagine when I read these verses in Lamentations.  The Israelite’s enemies have come and 
taken God’s people away.  Jeremiah the prophet is looking out over his beloved city and all he sees is a ghost 
town. 
 
Do you think this is what God wanted for His people?  What can you remember about the land that God had 
promised to them?  What can you remember about the temple that Solomon had built for them?  God had never 
wanted His people to be taken away.  But they had stopped trusting in God.  And when they began worshipping 
idols, God could no longer protect them from their enemies.   
 
Jeremiah will cry and pray all throughout the book of Lamentations.  He is lamenting over the people and how 
they lost their land.  It is good for us to be reminded of how sad it is when we turn away from God.  Life 
becomes difficult and dangerous without our Heavenly Father.  We should remember that He only wants good 
things for us, and that He wants to help us as we obey Him. 
 
Memory Verse: 

I have been crucified with _____; and it is no longer I who live, but ____ lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  Galatians 
2:20 
 

For Further Study: 

In New Testament times, Christ also warned the Jews that God would punish them for not believing in the Son 
of God.  Read Luke 19:41-44 and Matthew 24:37-39.  How did Christ feel about Jerusalem and the Jews?  Why 
did He cry over them?   
 
The Israelites were punished for turning their back on God.  God warns Christians against falling away today 
also.  Read Hebrews 10:26-31 and 2 Peter 2:20-22.  How seriously does God take it when one of His children 
leaves Him? 
 
Journal: 

Have you heard about people at your church who have fallen away from the Lord?  How do other members 
react to this?  Picture your town or neighborhood as an empty “ghost town.”  Are there people in your church 
and community who are not obeying God?  What can you pray about this?  What can you do to help? 



Aug. 3   Day 215  Lamentations 3:22-29 

 
Jeremiah is writing about the Israelites. They have been carried away into captivity and slavery.  Jeremiah 
hopes that during this hard time, they will turn back to God and increase their faith.  It is a time of sorrow, but it 
can also be a time of great learning. 
 
At the time that I wrote this study, I had a little baby only a few months old.  She depended on others for 
everything she needed.  But I knew that pretty soon she would try to do more for herself.  She would try to walk 
and talk.   
 
But how does a baby learn how to do these things?  Does a baby just stand up one day and walk?  Does a baby 
just open her mouth one day and talk? 
 
There are many things that we can only learn by practice and trial.  What is something you can do very well?  Is 
this something that you were able to just pick up right away and do expertly from the beginning?  Who helped 
you learn this thing?  When you have tried and worked hard at something, and then experienced success, are 
you not very happy and proud of your accomplishment?  Do you not appreciate how others have helped you 
reach your goal? 
 
Faith is that way also!  It isn’t something that is built overnight.  It requires a lifetime of work and care, prayer 
and study.  Jeremiah says that it is good for young people to bear these burdens.  Why is it good?  Because then 
they can learn to hope in the Lord.  They can learn to have a strong faith that will sustain them throughout their 
lives.  Perhaps when they are old and gray, they can look back on their days and say to the Lord, “Great is thy 
faithfulness!”  That is something God wants for all of His children.  That is why it is so wonderful that you’re 
studying His Word now, while you are young.  It gives great joy to Him and those around you to see your 
growing faith! 
 
Memory Verse: 

I have been ….. and it is no longer I who live, but ……; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  Galatians 2:20 
 

For Further Study: 

The apostle Paul was one of the most faithful men who ever lived.  And yet, he also had to work hard at his 
faith every day, just like us.  Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.  What kind of attitude did Paul have about building 
his faith?  Read Philippians 3:8-14.  What did Paul think about so that he could stay faithful? 
 
Journal: 

The years of your youth are a wonderful time to learn how to serve God.  While you have the energy and time, 
you can” bear the yoke” of learning so many useful skills for the Lord.   
     Think about the ways that people in your congregation serve the Lord.  Some of them preach and teach.  
Some of them lead songs and prayers.  Some of them care for the sick & elderly.  Some of them help clean and 
maintain the building.  Some of them are good at hospitality.  Some of them support and encourage preachers in 
other lands.  There are so many things to do!  What would you like to learn to do?  What plan can you make for 
learning these things? 



Aug. 4   Day 216  Ezekiel 1:22-28 
 
Today’s reading puts a very vivid picture in my mind.  You may want to read the whole first chapter of Ezekiel 
to get a clearer picture of what Ezekiel saw.  Do you think you could draw what Ezekiel described? 
 
Why was Ezekiel given this vision?  God is going to show Ezekiel some wonderful – and terrible – things.  God 
is going to send Ezekiel to speak to the Israelites.  He is going to give them instructions on how to live 
faithfully. He is also going to give them hope for their future.  God gives Ezekiel this vision so that the prophet 
can know how important his job is. 
 
Nobody has ever seen God, but Ezekiel is given this chance to know a little bit about God’s glory.  I have never 
seen what Ezekiel saw except for one thing.  In verse 28, Ezekiel describes God’s radiance as “the appearance 
of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day.”  Have you ever seen a rainbow?  I have!  Did you ever think that 
when you saw it, you were seeing an example of God’s radiance?  It is just a little sample, but how beautiful 
and untouchable it is!  I hope you will think of that, and the prophet Ezekiel, the next time you see a rainbow. 
 
Memory Verse: 

I have been ….. and it is no longer ___ ___ ___, but ……; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  Galatians 2:20 
 

For Further Study: 

Just like with Ezekiel, when God gives us a task to do, He gives us hope and encouragement also.  Read 
Matthew 29:18-20.  This is sometimes called the Great Commission.  What kind of work does Jesus give His 
disciples to do?  What promise and hope does He give them to help them on their way?  Now read 1 Timothy 
4:12-16.  What kind of instructions and encouragement does Paul give to Timothy?  What can young people 
learn from these verses? 
 
Journal: 

As a young person living in this world and learning about God, I know that you have been given so many 
responsibilities and work to do.  Make a list of some of your duties, both spiritual and every-day chores and 
responsibilities.  Next to each one, write down something that gives you hope and keeps you going during each 
of these tasks.  Say a prayer for each of these blessings from God – both the work, and the hope that He gives 
you. 
 



Aug. 5   Day 217  Ezekiel 3:1-7 

 
It is an awesome responsibility to know the Word of God.  God wants us to teach and be good examples to 
everyone around us. 
 
In the verses for today’s reading, God tells Ezekiel to preach to the Israelites.  God knows that the Israelites will 
not listen, but He still wants Ezekiel to preach!  God told Ezekiel not to be afraid or discouraged.  We should be 
brave also.   Remember also that we teach in words and in actions.  If you show your goodness and kindness to 
others, you will be teaching them about Jesus Christ. 
 
The wonderful thing is that we don’t know who might listen to the Truth.  It could be the very next person we 
meet!  That is why God told Ezekiel - and us - to spread His Word.  All of His children can work together to 
share the good news.   
 

YOUR CORNER 
 

Are you busy in the corner 
God entrusted to your care? 
One small portion of God’s vineyard 
Is appointed as your share. 
 
Each man has his work assigned him, 
Each one has his special task. 
“What have you accomplished, brother?” 
Christ will soon return to ask. 
 
Have you sowed the seed, or watered 
What another man has sown? 
Have you brought some soul to Jesus? 
Has God’s love to him been shown? 
 
Oh, God wants your little corner 
To reflect His loving care; 
And He wants its fruit to ripen 
For the harvest “over there.” 
 
~ Mary Harrington1 

 
Memory Verse: I have been ….. and… but ……; and the ___ which I now ___ in the flesh I ___ by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  Galatians 2:20 
 

For Further Study: 

 

God told Ezekiel not to be afraid of the people.  Read these stories about other brave teachers – 
Nathan before King David – 2 Samuel 12:7 

                                                 
1 Bryant, Al. Sourcebook of Poetry. Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan Publishing House, 1968. 



Elijah before King Ahab – 1 Kings 21:20 
Esther before King Ahasuerus – Esther 5:2 
Daniel before King Belshazzar – Daniel 5:22 
John the Baptist before Herod – Matthew 14:4 
Stephen before the council – Acts 7:51 
 
Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26.  There is a difference between teaching and quarreling with others over Scripture.  
Why does God want us to be gentle when teaching and correcting others? 
 
 
Journal: 

Who have been your best teachers of the Word?  What made them such good teachers? 



Aug. 6   Day 218     Ezekiel 8:7-13 

 
What was happening in these verses?  Why do you think the elders of Israel waited until it was dark to worship 
their idols?   
 

IF JESUS CAME TO YOUR HOUSE 
 

If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two, 
If He came unexpectedly, I wonder what you’d do. 
Oh, I know you’d give your nicest room to such an honored Guest, 
And all the food you’d serve to Him would be the very best – 
And you would keep assuring Him you’re glad to have Him there, 
That serving Him in your home is joy beyond compare! 
 
But when you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door, 
With arms outstretched in welcome to your Heavenly Visitor? 
Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in, 
Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they’d been? 
Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn’t heard –  
And wish you hadn’t uttered that last, loud, hasty word? 
Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out? 
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about? 
 
And I wonder – if the Saviour spent a day or two with you –  
Would you go right on doing the things you always do? 
Would you keep right on saying the things you always say? 
Would life for you continue as it does from day to day? 
Would your family conversation keep up its usual pace? 
And would you find it hard each mean to say a table grace? 
Would you sing the songs you always sing and read the books you read, 
And let Him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed? 
 
Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you’d planned to go, 
Or would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so? 
Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends, 
Or would you hope they’d stay away until His visit ends? 
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on, 
Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone? 
It might be interesting to know the things that you’d do 
If Jesus came in person to spend some time with you. 
 
~Author Unknown2

 

 
 

                                                 
2 Bryant, Al. Sourcebook of Poetry. Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan Publishing House, 1968. 



Memory Verse: I have been ….. and… but ……; and the ___ which I now ___ in the flesh I ___ by faith in the 
____ __ ____, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  Galatians 2:20 
 

For Further Study: 

When Adam and Eve sinned, they tried to hide from God (Genesis 3:8).  Can you think of other people in the 
Bible who tried to hide from God? 
 
Read 2 Peter 3:9.  Why doesn’t God strike people down with thunder and lightning as soon as they sin? 
 

 
Journal: 

Psalm 44:21 says that God knows the secrets of our hearts.  What kind of secret wrongs – thoughts, feelings, 
wishes - does God need to help you with?  What can you pray to God about them?



Aug. 7   Day 219  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
We have skipped a lot of chapters in the book of Ezekiel.  I hope someday you’ll have the time to read the 
whole book.  It’s filled with many interesting verses about the way that God would handle the Israelites and the 
nations around them.   
 
Today’s reading is a well-known one from the book of Ezekiel.  What kind of picture was in your head when 
you read these verses?  To me, it sounds like something out of a science-fiction novel.  Can you imagine seeing 
a pile of bones jumping up and attaching to one another, then growing muscles and fat and skin, then coming to 
life?  I think that would be the strangest thing.   
 
This is a story about forgiveness.  The Israelites had suffered because of their sins.  God was going to teach 
them how to obey Him and be faithful to Him.  They were dead in Babylon, but now they could be alive and 
new, if they would repent and obey.  God was showing this to Ezekiel through the vision of the bones. 
 
Let me give you an example that may be more familiar to you.  Have you ever hurt somebody’s feelings?  Have 
you ever felt so badly about hurting somebody that you wanted to make it right again?  Perhaps you felt like 
you would do anything, anything, just so that person would be your friend again and not turn their back on you.   
 
Maybe you’ve felt the joy of having someone forgive you.  You felt light-hearted again, you were glad you 
could be friends again.  The past was over and now it was a new day of friendship, all wrongs forgiven. 
 
That is what happens with God when we ask His forgiveness.  While we were once down and sorry for our 
wrongs, we can feel new and happy again after He pardons us.  That’s the message that God wanted the 
Israelites to learn from Ezekiel’s vision.  And now you have learned it too! 
 
Memory Verse: I have been …; and the life which …. who loved ___, and delivered Himself up for ____.  
Galatians 2:20 
 

For Further Study: 

Read Luke 15:11-24 (the story of the “prodigal son.”).  In verse 24, the father says that his son was once dead, 
but is now alive.  The prodigal son was considered “dead” because of the wrong things that he had done.  Even 
though his body was alive, his soul couldn’t have eternal life with God because he had not been faithful and 
obedient.  The son repented, and then confessed his sin.  This is exactly what God expects Christians to do when 
they have sinned.   
 
Read 1 John 1:8-9.  Anyone who is old enough to realize when they have done wrong should be willing to 
repent and confess their sins.  God will always forgive and bless people who do this.  He is just like the father in 
the story of the prodigal son, waiting with His arms wide open! 
 
 
Journal: 

If someone had done you wrong – I mean a very, very serious wrong – how would you want them to come to 
you for forgiveness?  Is this they way you come to God when you’ve done wrong?  What do you see as needing 
improvement in the way you confess your sins to God? 



Aug. 8   Day 220  Ezekiel 43:10-12 

 
Tell me what these three things have in common: the blueprint to a house; the instructions for building a car; 
these verses in Ezekiel. 
 
Do you think a house, car, or temple can be built without a pattern?  When you walk into a house, do you ever 
ask, “Wow, how did this house end up here?”  No, you knew that the house is there because a builder designed 
it and worked hard at putting it together. 
 
God gave instructions to Ezekiel about the new temple that the Israelites were going to build.  God wanted to 
make sure that they did it right.  He knew that if they followed the pattern for the temple very carefully, then 
they would also be careful to follow His other laws, laws about the way they should worship Him and the way 
they should treat one another.  If they did this, He would live with them and take care of them. 
 
These are the same things God wants us to know today.  Many people say they love God and then make up their 
own way of serving Him.  They don’t realize the importance of knowing God’s pattern.  It’s as important today 
as it was in the time of the Israelites, and we can find it in the New Testament.  You’ll be learning these things 
later on in your daily readings. 
 
When we show God that we’re careful with His Word, then He can bless us.  His Word can protect us, show us 
how to serve Him, and teach us how to love one another in the best way possible.  Not only that, it promises a 
great reward: Heaven.  But we can’t know any of these things if we don’t learn the pattern.  It is so wonderful to 
see young people like you who want to learn about God! 
 
Memory Verse: Recite Galatians 2:20 
 

For Further Study: 

What other times has God given a pattern for men to follow?  Look at these verses and see: Genesis 6:22; 
Exodus 26:30; 2 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; 1 Corinthians 7:39.  
 
 
Journal: 

I wonder if you can find anything around you that doesn’t follow some set of rules or pattern?  I’ve tried to 
think of one, and I can’t.  Even the weeds and wildflowers in my garden follow nature’s pattern (which God 
established) in the way they grow and multiply.   

Perhaps it would be a better exercise to try and name all the different kinds of patterns around us – 
patterns of nature, patterns used by men for objects and inventions, or even the designs we see in little things 
around us.  Here is a short list of what I saw around me as I sat typing this study: 

 
1. A pattern (plan) was used to build my computer.  If the builder didn’t follow a plan, then my 

computer wouldn’t work. 
2. There is a pattern in the colors of the carpet under my desk. There was also a set of rules for its 

design. 
3. The slant and strength of the sunlight coming in my window tells me it’s afternoon (pattern in 

nature) 
4. It’s cold outside because I’m writing this in January (pattern in nature) 

 



If we can see and understand the importance of patterns, we can see the great wisdom and power of God in 
giving us a pattern to follow for our faith.  We should have respect for the pattern He gives us in His Word. 

 



 
  

Aug. 9   Day 221  Daniel 2:20-22 

 
The book of Daniel has so many wonderful stories.  What are some things you know about Daniel?  Daniel and 
his friends were such good young people, and God took care of them.  How were they able to be so brave?  
Today’s reading tells us. 
 
God has shown us wisdom and knowledge in the Bible.  With God’s Word, we can know His thoughts, and then 
we can make the proper decisions about how to act.  Just like Daniel and his friends, we can help others, say no 
to temptation, and have God’s protection.  Daniel is one of the greatest Bible heroes… and his God is our God 
too!  
 
The following story of courage was written by Howard J. Chidley and published in Fifty-Two Story Talks for 

Boys and Girls in 1914.  Now out of print, the book is available free on the internet.   

 
THE FRENCH DRUMMER-BOY 

 
 
I want to tell you to-day of one of the bravest deeds ever done by a boy. 
 
It happened this way. Back in the year 1793, when the French people were having trouble with their king and 
queen, and finally put them to death, the rulers called in soldiers from other nations to help them against their 
own people. The foreign soldiers met the French troops before a town called Maubeuge, and there a fierce battle 
was fought. 
 
The fiercest part of the fighting was carried on against Hungarian Grenadiers, who held the market-place of the 
town. During this charge a drummer-boy in the French army saw that his countrymen were having a hard time 
of it, so he slipped around back of these Hungarian soldiers to the other side of the market-place, right in the 
thick of the enemy, and there drummed the charge, in order to make his comrades think that some of the French 
soldiers had already pushed through the enemy's ranks, and so encourage the others to push on. 
 
Many years after, in digging up the ground about the market-place, the little bones of that drummer-boy were 
found buried alongside the bones of the tall Hungarian men amongst whom he had fallen. The French people 
have put up a statue to his memory in the town of Avesnes, and he is shown still beating the charge on his drum, 
and looking out toward the frontier whence the enemy of his people came. 
 
Memory Verse: “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are not 
burdensome.”  1 John 5:3 
 

For Further Study: 

 
If God “knows what is in the darkness” (Daniel 2:22), then what does that say about…. 
… God knowing about man’s sins? Jeremiah 17:10 
… God knowing what is in our hearts? 1 Chronicles 28:9 
… God knowing what we need?  Matthew 6:8 
 



 
 
Journal:  What do you think about when you need to be brave?  Do you think of Bible heroes, a hymn, a verse?  
What about thinking of someone you love who is counting on you?  Do you think about how brave Jesus Christ 
was?  Make a list of these things today so that you’ll have them ready when you need them! 

 

 

 



Aug. 10  Day 222  Daniel 6:1-5 

 
Today’s Scripture reading tells us about a young man who possessed an “extraordinary spirit.”  What do you 
think was so special about Daniel? 
 
Daniel had a special spirit because he followed God.  The other governors saw that there was “no negligence or 
corruption” in Daniel.  This means he always did his job, and he was always fair.  Nobody could convince him 
to do wrong or to neglect his duties.  He just quietly did what was expected of him, every day.  This brought 
him favor with the king. 
 
Of course, this made the other governors jealous. That is why they tried to hurt Daniel.  Do you remember what 
they did to him?  If you don’t, you can read the rest of this chapter to find out. 
 

Memory Verse: “For this is the ____ __ ____, that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are 
not burdensome.”  1 John 5:3 
 

For Further Study: 

There are many stories of God’s people saying “no” to things that would have made them richer or made their 
lives easier.  When a person is willing to say “no” for the sake of doing good, this is called integrity.  It means 
being honorable and faithful, do to what is right at all times, no matter what others say or do.  See 2 Samuel 
18:12, 2 Kings 6:14-16. 
 
Does a person have to be a soldier or warrior to be considered brave by God?  Here are some people who had 
“quiet courage” like Daniel to do what was right.  Can you remember the things they did?  Use your Bible 
concordance to find out about them if you don’t’ know. 
Rahab 
Ruth 
Ester 
John the Baptist 
Stephen 
Cornelius 
 
Journal:  Would you worship God if it was against the law?  How would you help yourself be brave if this 
were the case?  Do some research this week about other countries where it is against the law to be a Christian. 
 

 



Aug. 11  Day 223  Daniel 7:13-14 

 
Do you remember the theme of the Old Testament?  It is: Christ is coming.  Did you know that Daniel once saw 
Jesus Christ?  Daniel lived about 650 years before baby Jesus was ever born, but Daniel saw Jesus in a vision.   
 
In the vision, Daniel sees Jesus walking up to God.  God gives Jesus “dominion, glory, and a kingdom.”  This 
means that God makes Jesus a King. 
 
When Jesus was on earth, He often called Himself a “Son of Man,” just like Daniel did.  This was to show that 
Jesus was a human.  But He is also a King and Ruler: “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been 

created through Him and for Him.” Colossians 1:16. 
 
Therefore, we can see that what Daniel saw many, many years ago came true in Christ.  This is what you would 
expect, because Christ said, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to 
destroy but to fulfill” (Matthew 5:17).  Christ showed everyone that the prophets like Daniel really did tell the 
truth. 
 
Christ is coming… Christ was here… Christ is coming again.  Remember that the Bible is the wonderful story 
of our blessed Savior.  He loves it when we read and share His story.  And He loves you so very much! 
 
Memory Verse: “For … that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are not burdensome.”  1 
John 5:3 
 

For Further Study: 

There are many verses about Christ ruling and having authority over this world.  Look these up and think about 
them.  What do they tell us about the way we should love and honor Christ?  What do they tell us about the way 
we should be brave and good? 
Isaiah 9:6 – He rules over governments 
Zechariah 9:10 – He rules over all countries on earth 
Mark 4:39 – He rules over nature 
1 Peter 3:22 – He rules over angels 
 
When God said that Jesus would rule over all nations (Daniel 7:14), it means that even people who were not 
Jews – Gentiles - would be part of God’s kingdom someday.  God wants to save all people.  For example, see 
Psalm 86:9.  What do you think the “light” is that God would show everyone? 
         You can read Ephesians 3:6 to see that those who follow the gospel of Jesus Christ are part of God’s 
family.   
 
Journal: How are you showing people that you belong to Christ? 



 
  
Aug. 12  Day 224  Hosea 4:1-6 

 
I hated to pick such a depressing reading for today’s Bible study!  What are some of the terrible sins you read 
about in today’s verses? 
 
These verses contain a lot of sins: swearing, murder, bloodshed.  We see the land suffering because of the 
selfishness of the people.  God says everyone thinks they are doing right; everyone argues with their priests; 
every day, the people stumble (sin).  In fact, this could describe our world today. 
 
However, if you read closely, you will see that God tells us how to solve these problems.  Right at the beginning 
of verse 1, He says, “Listen to the Lord, O sons of Israel….”  He also tells them about faithfulness (some Bibles 
say “truth”) and kindness (some Bible’s say “loyalty”).  And in verse 6, God says, “My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge.”  He says that since the people have forgotten Him, He will forget them. 
 
If we would listen to the Lord, we could build our faith… this would make us kind and loyal to God… this 
would keep us from sin, all those terrible sins which Hosea lists in these verses.  We would not destroy 
ourselves, other people, or our world.  Knowledge helps us not to forget God.  And when we can do that, then 
He will never leave us. 
 
Do you believe these verses?  Do you believe that knowledge of the Lord can help our world?  Where do you 
think people will get this knowledge?  Can you help people learn more about God? 
 
Keep building your knowledge, faith, and love.  The solution is in your hands, in God’s Word.  Treat it like the 
precious gift it is, given to a precious child of God!  
 
Memory Verse: “For … that we keep His ___________, and His __________ are not burdensome.”  1 John 5:3 
 

For Further Study: 

Read 2 Peter 1:5-11.  Can you find “knowledge” in the list of things we should be building in ourselves?  What 
other things are in this list?  Can you see how they would help people avoid sin?  What are the results of having 
these virtues (verse 8-11)? 
 
 
Journal: When you started reading the Bible, you started adding to your knowledge of God and His Word.  
What are some of the things you have learned in the last few months?  What would you like to learn about in 
the future? 
 



Aug. 13  Day 225  Hosea 10:12 

 
Hosea is giving a speech about all the terrible things that God will do to punish the people.  But right in the 
middle of this speech is a beautiful little verse.  It is a little message of hope. 
 
I really like this verse because God puts it in such simple language, in the language of gardening.  He tells the 
people to sow (plant) righteousness and kindness (some Bibles says “loyalty”). You know that you can only get 
one kind of plant from one kind of seed.  If you planted righteousness and kindness in your soul, what would 
end up growing there?   
 
God would never tell us to do something that was too hard for us.  He even wants to help us do the sowing and 
reaping.  So in this verse, He also says that if we will break up the fallow (sleeping) ground, then He will 
provide the rain!  Don’t you know that God wants to help us be good?  If we will but try, He will help us 
increase in our goodness and holiness. 
 
Don’t let your garden sleep!  Break up the ground now, learn and work as you sow the seeds of righteousness.  
Then watch and smile as God makes the flowers grow!  
 

Memory Verse: Recite 1 John 5:3 
 

For Further Study: 

The Bible begins and ends in a garden – it starts in the Garden of Eden and ends in the eternal garden of 
Heaven.  Can you remember any other verses that talk about gardening, farming, or planting?  Here are some to 
think about ~ Matthew 15:13; Luke 12:16-21; John 15:1-2; Galatians 5:22-23 
 
Journal: In today’s reading, God tells the Israelites that “it is time to seek the Lord.”  God doesn’t want anyone 
to put off serving Him.  What can you do today to seek and serve the Lord?  You are already studying your 
Bible today; that is one thing. Have you prayed for someone today?  Have you helped someone today?  Have 
you obeyed your parents today?  Those are some things that young people can do to serve God every day. 

 
 

 



Aug. 14  Day 226  Hosea 14:1-7 

 
The book of Hosea ends with a message of hope for the Israelites.  What did God want them to do?  How would 
He bless them if they returned to Him? 
 
When we have done wrong, God wants us to admit it.  This is known as confession.  We confess our sins to 
God and we should also confess them to one another.  This shows people that we’re really sorry, and we can ask 
them for help in overcoming sin. 
 
Our actions have to follow our words.  How do we show God that we’re really sorry for what we have done? 
We have to try hard not to repeat our sins.  Sometimes we might have to make drastic changes to keep sin away. 
 
God told the Israelites that when they turn, He turns too.  He turns His anger away (verse 4).  He forgives and 
blesses.  God will always forgive us if we say and show that we are sorry. 
 
God has never really changed the way He deals with men.  You can see here that He expects the same whole-
hearted love from His people today as He expected in ancient times.  And He wants to give the same love and 
care to us as well! 
 
 
Memory Verse: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”  Romans 1:16 
 
For Further Study: 

Read Psalm 32.  How do people feel when they try to keep their sins a secret? 
 
 
Journal: 

Do you find it hard to confess your sins?  What could you tell yourself to make confession easier?  What things 
do you need to confess today? 
 



Aug. 15  Day 227   Joel 2:28-32 

 
The Lord has sent drought and locusts to punish the people, and soon He will be sending armies to invade them.  
The prophet Joel, whose name means “Jehovah is God,” is calling the Israelites to repentance so that they can 
be saved. 
 
These verses from Joel are a prophecy of the time when the Holy Spirit will come to men.  This prophecy was 
fulfilled on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit spoke through Peter and the apostles.  Peter quotes these 
verses in Acts 2:17-21.  Do you know what happened on that day?  You may want to read the second chapter of 
Acts if you don’t know. 
 
Many miracles were performed by Peter and the apostles.  The miracles showed people that God was powerful 
and was speaking through the apostles.  It made people want to listen to what the apostles taught, and it made 
them fear God.  These signs and wonders were important because, remember, there was no Bible in those days 
(and few people could read anyway).   
 
But now the Word of God is full and complete, and it is able to save mankind.  That is why Romans 1:16 is 
your new memory verse for this month.  The message of the gospel is more powerful than any of the miracles 
that used to be performed.  Aren’t we blessed to have it in our hands? 
 
Memory Verse: For I am not ….., for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.  Romans 1:16 
 

For Further Study: 

Read Luke 16:19-31, the story of the rich man and Lazarus.  Why would it be pointless for people to see 
marvelous wonders and signs today? 
 
Journal: 

Imagine that you are living in Bible times.  What miracles would you have liked to see?  Do you think your 
faith would have been stronger than it is today?  Why or why not? 
 



 

Aug. 16  Day 228  Amos 3:1-8 

 

Today’s reading puts many interesting pictures in my head!  What can you remember from the verses read 
today?  What do these images tell us about the power of God’s words? 
 
What is God able to do just by speaking?  Can you remember how God made light (Genesis 1:3)?  How did 
God make the rest of His creation? 
 
God’s words are in the Bible.  Do they have power?  What does your memory verse for this lesson say about the 
power of the gospel?   
 
The verses that you read form Amos tell us something important about God’s word ~ it must be heard.  It WILL 
be heard.  The question is: who will speak it?  In the days of Amos, the prophets were God’s messengers to the 
people.  The people wanted the prophets to be quiet.  They didn’t like hearing God’s warnings and instructions.  
God was telling them that they prophets would NOT be quiet ~ His message was important, and it needed to be 
told. 
 
In the New Testament times, God’s messengers were the apostles and those with miraculous powers.  They 
helped Christians and others see the power of God and pay attention to their messages.  Again, God gives many 
warnings and instructions in the New Testament.  He loves us so much that He doesn’t want to leave us without 
guidance. 
 
Today, the Word is available to everyone.  But who will teach it and preach it?  Who will listen to the message?   
Can YOU do those things for God? 
 
Memory Verse: For I am not ….., for it is the ____ ___ ____ unto salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek.  Romans 1:16 
 

For Further Study: 

Read Romans 10:8-21.  What do these verses tell you about… 
… the power of our words of confession (verse 9) and calling on Jesus (13)? 
… the power of preaching and teaching (verse 14, 18)? 
… the power of hearing (verse 17, 20)? 
 

Journal: 

Who do you know that needs to hear the gospel?  Is there some way you can make it known to them?  
Remember, there are many ways to reach people with God’s Word: speak it, sing it, give them a tract, bring 
them to church, be a good example.  Can you think of others? 



 
 
 
Aug. 17  Day 229   Amos 5:8-15 

 
The Lord is telling His people that they have forgotten to be merciful, kind, and just.  What do these words 
mean?  What were some of the evil things that the people had done? 
 
Did you notice how this passage started?  In verse 8, God told them that it was He who created the stars, turns 
the earth to usher in a new day or night, and moves the waters upon this world.  Why did God tell them that?   
 

If the people would remember how powerful God is → they would be more careful about how they acted.  
 

If they would remember how easily He could change their world → they would fear Him and do right.   
 

Also, if they would be more thankful for what He has done for them → they would treat one another more 
kindly.   
 
The right perspective would help them do the right things! 
 
Memory Verse: For I am not ….., for it is the ____ ___ ____ unto ______ to everyone who ______, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.  Romans 1:16 
 
 
For Further Study: 

God wants us to be merciful to others, especially the needy and helpless.  It is up to each individual person to 
see to the needs of his fellow man and especially those in his church family.  Read Psalm 4:1; Proverbs 19:7; 
Acts 20:35; Galatians 6:9-10; James 1:26-27 and 2:2-4 
 
Read Titus 2 and consider ~ 

What did the grace of God do for men (verse 11)? 
What did God’s grace teach men (verse 12)? 
What should our man focus be (verse 13)? And why (beginning of verse 14)? 
If that is our focus, what kind of people should we be (end of verse 13)? 
If we are to be that kind of people, how should we act (verse 1-10)? 

~ You see, if we have the right doctrine and the right focus, we will live our lives in a way that pleases God and 
serves others. 
 
Journal: 

Kindness, mercy, and justice are things that God has always been interested in.  How are you showing these 
qualities in your life?  When you deal with your family, friends, teachers, and church family, are you being as 
good, fair, and forgiving as you can be?  Think of specific times when this has been hard.  What can you pray 
for so that you can do better? 
 
 
 
 



Aug. 18  Day 230  Amos 8:11-14 

 
Take a look at where you are in the Old Testament.  How many books of the Old Testament are left to study?  
Scholars say that Malachi was written about 430 before Christ. 
 
God said that days were coming when the Israelites would long to hear from God.  Before John the Baptist 
came upon the earth, God had would not send a prophet to Israel for four hundred years.  There would be no 
new revelations, no visions, no visits from angels, no miracles.  The Old Testament was complete. 
 
No wonder it was such a marvelous thing for people to see John the Baptist, Jesus, and the apostles doing 
miracles and telling them about God.  Finally, after all that silence, God’s voice was heard again.  Great wonder 
and fear came upon many, and the people who obeyed the message were baptized and called Christians. 
 
Now, God’s silence has come again.  Just a few days ago you studied how miracles have ended and His Word is 
complete.  If men want to hear from God today, there are Bibles and preaching available all over the world.  All 
it takes is a “hunger and thirst” for righteousness, and men can find God. 
 
Aren’t you glad that you aren’t living in a time of famine?  Aren’t you glad that you can find a Bible if you need 
to, speak about God with others, and pray to God at any time?  What would it be like if you weren’t able to do 
these things, and if you didn’t have the teachers around you to help you? 
 
Let us keep searching and seeking His will.   He wants to be close to our hearts always! 
 
Memory Verse: For I am not ….. for it is ….., to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  Romans 1:16 
 
 
For Further Study: 

Read Acts 17: 10-12.  Why were the Bereans described as noble-minded (or fair-minded)?  In Acts 20:4, we 
read that Sopater, one from the Berean brethren, accompanied Paul on his travels.  If Paul was willing to take 
him along, Sopater must have been a good Bible student and faithful Christian.  
 
Amos 8:12 says that people would travel far to find God.  How far were these people willing to go?    
Jesus and His family ~ Luke 2:41-42 
The multitudes ~ Mark 6:31-33; Luke 6:24 
Zaccheus ~ Luke 19:3-4 
The Ethiopian eunuch ~ Acts 8:27 
…. Do we grumble about having to get up “early” to drive “all that way” to church? 
 
 
Journal: 
There is still a famine for the Word in many places.  There are people in nursing homes, prisons, hospitals, and 
other places that would love to be able to go to church like you do.  There are people in other countries whose 
government won’t allow the Bible to be taught.  Do you have any ideas about how to help these situations? 
 
 
 
 



Aug. 19  Day 231  Obadiah 3-14 

 
In the book of Obadiah, God says that He will punish Esau.  He is talking about the nation of the Edomites, who 
came from Esau, Jacob’s twin brother.   
 
The Edomites were proud of their ability to live in the rockiest of lands (verse 3).  In fact, they had a great city 
called Petra, which means “rock”.  When the Israelites wanted to go through that land to the land of Canaan, the 
Edomites wouldn’t let them (Numbers 20:17-18).  Not only that, but a major road passed through Edomite 
country, and sometimes the Edomites would take traveling Israelites captive and sell them as slaves (Obadiah 
14).  Another sin of this nation was that when the Babylonians invaded Jerusalem, the Edomites helped them 
and divided the spoils of war with them (verse 11).   
 
God says He is going to punish the Edomites for the way they treated their brothers (verses 12).  God was going 
to “make them small.”  Can God do that? 
 
Many nations that used to be great, powerful nations, become small because they do not follow God.  Think of 
Egypt, Babylon, and Greece.  Eventually God used the Chaldeans to take over the Edomites, and by 600 BC 
they did not occupy that country anymore.  Tell me, have you heard of any Edomites living today?   
 
This book is a warning to us against pride.  The Edomites were so proud of the land they held, their power, and 
their riches.  They were happy to hurt the weak and small.  But Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.”   
 
Memory Verse: For I am not ….. for it is ….., to the ___ first and also to the _____.  Romans 1:16 
 
For Further Study: 

In 1 Peter 5:5, it is written, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you at the proper time….”  Learn to be a servant of God, which will require you to serve others.  Trust in God 
to lift you up at the proper time, don’t try to fight for power and glory for yourself.   

How can you do this when it’s such a “dog-eat-dog” world?  In 1 Peter 5:6, it says that we must give our 
problems to God and remember that He cares for us.   

Verse 8 tells us to be sober, which means to have self-discipline and clear-mindedness, and to be alert 
for the tricks of the devil.   

Verse 9 tells us to remember that we are not alone – our church family can work together to bear these 
burdens.   

And verse 10 tells us to remember our eternal, Heavenly goal. 
If you are able to do these things, then you can have the humble heart that God wants of you ~ and you 

will have great peace and comfort in God! 
 
Proverbs 14:34 says that “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.”  What kind of 
disgraceful things do you see happening in our nation?  We must pray constantly that our country can turn its 
heart back to God.   
 
Journal: 
It is so hard not to be proud!  What are the things that make you feel proud?  Can you turn your pride into 
thankfulness instead?  How will this help you have the right attitude about the great things in your life? 



Aug. 20  Day 232  Jonah Chapter 1 

 
You remember the story of Jonah.  What a great lesson in trusting God and not trying to run from God.  You 
know that God sees every big and little thing that happens to men.  The story of Jonah teaches us to obey God 
even when it’s hard. 
 
Jonah did not want to preach to the Ninevites.  The Ninevites were enemies of the Israelites.  Jonah may have 
had family members who had fought with the Ninevites in wars.   No way was he going to “let” God save his 
enemies! 
 
We should remember that God wants all men to be saved.  Nobody’s soul is any more precious than somebody 
else’s.  We should not be uncomfortable, unwilling, or afraid to tell someone the good news about Jesus.  We 
will be judged for denying salvation to anyone if we favor one group or “type” of person over another.   
 
God’s Word will not be silenced.  He said that His Word will go forth, and it will accomplish what He wants for 
it (Isaiah 55:10-11).  Let us help Him in any way we can! 
 

THE HARDER TASK 
 

It’s not so hard to ask You, Lord, 
To bless all humankind – 
The greater task for me may be 
To grow more color blind. 
 
It’s not so hard to share, dear Lord, 
With those in other lands – 
It may be lonely folks next door 
Who need my helping hands. 
 
It’s easy, Lord, to smile at friends  
Who wear our kind of clothes – 
But smiles I share with humbler souls 
May lighten unseen woes. 
 
Or stir me, Lord, so that I rise 
From prayer and plainly see 
The harder tasks right here at home, 
The tasks You give to me! 
 
~ Katherine L. Ramsdell3 

 
Memory Verse: Recite Romans 1:16 

                                                 
3 Bryant, Al. Sourcebook of Poetry. Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan Publishing House, 1968. 



 
For Further Study: 

Read the parable of the sower in Matthew 13:3-9.  Where did the sower scatter his seed?  Did he try to predict 
where the seed would fall and flourish?   

Do you think anybody could have predicted that Paul, a persecutor of Christians, would ever obey the 
gospel (Acts 9:13-14)?  Or what about the people in Ephesus who practiced witchcraft (Acts 19:19)?   

Do you know that in the first century, there were some Jewish Christians who did not believe that a non-
Jew could become a Christian?  After centuries of fighting between Jews and Gentiles, Christ had brought them 
together with His saving blood (Ephesians 3:6).  But many Jewish Christians had a hard time accepting that 
(Acts 11:1-3).   
 
Journal: 
Pray for the opportunity to tell someone about Jesus this week, and then look for those open doors.  Remember 
that your actions can “preach” Jesus to others also.  Do you stop and say a blessing for your food when you are 
eating at school or in a restaurant?  Do you tell your friends about the stories you are learning in Bible class?  
Can you invite someone to church?  What are some others ways to show people that Jesus is first in your life?  
(See 1 Timothy 4:12.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Aug. 21   Day 233  Jonah 4:5-11 

 
You have probably heard this story before.  By witnessing the death of a useful plant, Jonah learned that all 
souls are precious to God.   
 
I remember when we had to cut down an old, dead pecan tree in our back yard.  I was so sad to see that large, 
stately tree get reduced to a little stump.  That tree was at least 50 years old (not old for a tree, but it probably 
sounds old to you).  How many children had played underneath it?  How many birds had nested in its branches? 
 
God sees value in each person’s soul.  He sees past all the filth in a man’s heart to the precious eternal gift God 
gave him when he was first made. 
 

For Thou didst form my inward parts; 

 Thou didst weave me in my mother’s womb.   

I will give thanks to Thee,  

for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  

wonderful are Thy works,  

and my soul knows it very well. 

My frame was not hidden from Thee,  

 When I was made in secret,  

and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth.   

Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance….   

Psalm 139:13-16 

 
God knows us before anyone else knows us!  Throughout our lives, God remembers that beautifully perfect 
child He created within its mother.  That is why God is so happy when we do right, and why He is so sad when 
we choose to disobey Him. 
 
The next time you see a plant or a tree, let it remind you of this story.  Can you imagine a world without plants 
and trees?  God does not want to imagine Heaven without you! 
 
Memory Verse: Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  
Galatians 6:7. 
 
 
For Further Study: 

The verses you read from Psalm 139 show us that the unborn child is very precious to God.  It is a sin to harm 
any unborn child.  Read also Genesis 9:6; Exodus 21:22; Psalm 22:9-10; Jeremiah 1:5; Job 10:8-12; Isaiah 49:1; 
Luke 1:15 and also verses 41-44. 
 
Journal: 
Do you remember the fruits of the Spirit?  Read Galatians 5:22-23 if you do not.  In which of these qualities are 
you the most fruitful and useful to God?  In which of these qualities are you lacking?  What can you plan and 
pray about so that you can improve? 
 
 
 



Aug. 22  Day 235  Micah 2:1-3 

 
Many people like to praise anyone who has lived “the American dream.”  Many people like to tell stories of 
those who started out with nothing and ended up with millions.  The poor young man who became a basketball 
star, the homeless person who becomes a head of his own company, or the single mother who writes a best-
selling novel are all praised and envied.  
 
Ambition can be a good thing.  Some would say that ambition built this nation.  But in the book of Micah, God 
says that ambition will be punished.  For with the people’s ambition came greed and covetousness. The people 
were stealing from the poor and treating them unjustly. 
 
It’s not wrong to have goals and dreams for a better future.  What we have to remember, though, is that 
everything we store up on this earth will be gone someday.  Where is the Christian’s treasure? 
 
Are we hurting others to get what we want?  Are we so bent on getting that we forget to give?  Are we so “fat 
and sassy” that we neglect our spiritual life?  These are the things God wanted the Israelites, and us, to consider. 
 
Memory Verse: Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man ____, this he will also ____.  
Galatians 6:7. 
 
For Further Study: 

Read Psalm 73.  Why is it wrong to desire riches?  What should we remember about God’s power, and His care 
for us?  Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
 
You can learn how a wealthy man was able to have the right focus on serving others ~ 
Read Acts 4:36.  How did Barnabas use his riches?   
Read Acts 9:23-27.  What did Barnabas do for Paul (Saul)?  Read Acts 11:19-24, 12:25, and 13:49-52.  Was 
Barnabas content with making a contribution and having others do the work? 
 
Journal: 
What would you do if you were given $1000? 
 



Aug. 23  Day 235   Micah 4:1-5 

 
Wouldn’t it be nice if all the wars stopped and everyone could live together in peace?  Sometimes people read 
these verses and think that Christ will come to bring peace upon the earth one day.  But we know that on the day 
Christ comes, the earth will be destroyed:  But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved 

for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  1 Peter 3:7 

 

So what kind of peace is Micah talking about?  Read verse 5 again.  Who is it that God is talking about?  ~ 
Those who “walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever” will be the ones who live peacefully with 
each other.  Who are these people? 
 
There is a way to have peace on earth, and that is if all men obeyed God. Then men would deal kindly and 
lovingly with one another. That’s really what God wants, because then He could bless all men with salvation 
and peace.  Do you want peace on earth?  If you do, then God has a great job for you!  Keep learning and 
growing in His Word, and spread the message of the gospel of peace to others.  
 
Memory Verse: Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever … this he ….  Galatians 6:7. 
 

For Further Study: 

Does God want us to have peace?  What are the conditions for peace in God?  Read Isaiah 26:3; Matthew 5:9; 
Luke 2:13-14; John 16:33; Galatians 5:22; Romans 14:17; Philippians 4:6-7. 
 
Journal:  
What are you doing to bring peace to your home and church?  Are there people with whom you have trouble 
getting along?  Pray for yourself and these people.  Ask God to help you live in peace with others. 
 



 

 

Aug. 24  Day 236  Nahum 1:1-8 
 
In my Bible, the title of this chapter is, “God is awesome.”  This refers to verse 5 of today’s reading.  What does 
it mean to be awesome?  Do these verses describe something awesome? 
 
These verses describe some fearful things.  Why should we fear God?  He created so many things, and He can 
destroy them just as easily.  We should remember that we are really very small to God. 
 
BUT… because we are so small, He has said He will protect us.  Look at verse 7 of today’s reading.  Why 
should it give us comfort that God is so awesome? 
 
Keep your eyes open and notice God’s creation today.  When you look at a flower, a stone, or the sky, think 
about the God who made it.  It is the same God who made you, and you are very, very special to Him! 
 
Memory Verse: Do not be _______, God is not ______; for whatever … this he ….  Galatians 6:7. 
 
For Further Study: 

Verse 6 of this reading describes a judgment that includes fire and destruction.  This is repeated in the New 
Testament.  Read 1 Thessalonians 1: 6-10 and 2 Peter 3:7-9.  However, notice that just as in the book of 
Nahum, these words of judgment also include words of comfort.  God wants us to have hope! 
 

Sometimes people use the word “awesome” for something that’s really quite ordinary.   I’d like to challenge 
you not to use this word lightly.  The Bible uses it only for very important comparisons.  Read Genesis 28:17; 
Judges 13:6; Job 37:22; and Joel 2:31.  If we use the word “awesome” for things like toys, movies, sports, or 
other everyday occurrences, then how can the things that the Bible describes as “awesome” be special to us? 

 
Journal:  
In my part of the world, there are often tornadoes.  We’re always humbled by their power, and it reminds us that 
there’s Something greater than us in this universe.  What things in nature help you remember how powerful 
your God is? 



 
 

 
Aug. 25  Day 225  Habbakuk 3:16-19 

 
Habbakuk wanted the people to listen to God and repent.  Habbakuk was scared of all the things that God would 
do (verse 16).  Yet, he is also rejoicing (v.18).  How can he rejoice when so many bad things will happen?   
 
Habbakuk says that God will make his feet like “hind’s feet” to walk on “high places.”  Don’t you sometimes 
wish that you could go somewhere far away from all the bad things in this world?  One day God will bring us to 
Heaven and we will be far away from all this.   
 
But in the meantime, God can also “take us away” from all the bad things around us now.  There are 
temptations around us that make us want to do wrong.  There are also bad things that happen that we have no 
control over.  How can we “get away” from all of this? 
 
First, we have to remember that we want to go to Heaven.  When we remember this, it is easier to see the things 
we should do and the things we should avoid.  Also, when we remember our Heavenly home, it will give us 
hope to endure all the problems around us. 
 
Also, we should spend our time serving God and others.  There are so many people that need our help and 
prayers.  If we are busy caring fo others, visiting them, writing letters, praying for others, and studying the Bible 
with others, then we will be too busy to do wrong!  It also reminds us that we have a loving Christian family 
that wants to care for us and encourage us.  We should spend much time with them. 
 
Ask God to help you keep your eyes looking UP to Heaven and OUT towards others.  Then you can have hope, 
even when things go wrong. 
 

Memory Verse: Do not be _______, God …; for whatever ….  Galatians 6:7. 
 

For Further Study: 

God tells us how to “walk on high places” in Colossians 3.  Read Colossians 3:1-11.  How does the child of 
God learn to “set his mind” on heavenly things? 
 
Journal:  
Make a list of the things you have to do today.  How many of these things are of service to God and others?  
Which of these things are not?  How much of your time is spent in good and helpful works, and how much is 
spent in idleness and entertainment?  It’s all right to take time each day for play and rest, BUT can you think of 
ways to improve your daily routine so that your “gospel light” will shine more brightly? 



 
 
 
Aug. 26  Day 238 Zephaniah 3:14-17 
 
Zephaniah preached to the Israelites so that they would obey God.  He encouraged them by telling them how 
much God loves them. 
 
Aren’t these wonderful verses?  Some people think that God is sooooo far away in Heaven on His throne, 
always looking down in anger, ready to punish.  We must remember that He is our loving Father.  He is not far 
away from us.  Verse 15 says He is in our midst.  He is right here with us. 
 
Do you ever think about God rejoicing over you?  With shouts of joy?  That puts a wonderful picture in my 
mind.  I like to think of my King rejoicing over me, just as I rejoice over my children. 
 
Do you think about God’s quiet love for you?  It is steady, strong, and deep.  It’s not a love that changes from 
day to day.  It is faithful.   
 
That is why we don’t have to “let our hands fall limp” or be afraid.  We have a faithful God.  Let us be faithful 
to Him!  
 

Memory Verse: Recite  Galatians 6:7. 
 

For Further Study: 

There are many verses in the Bible where God tells His people not to be afraid.  Read Isaiah 41:10; Matthew 
10:28-31; and Revelation 1:17-18. 
 

It is wonderful to know that we have the ability to delight our Father in Heaven.  We have it within us to make 
Him rejoice, and He looks for reasons to exult over us:   
Genesis 4:4 ~ He is pleased with proper worship 
Job 1:8 ~ He knows and praises those who obey Him 
Proverbs 3:1-4 ~ He is pleased with men who know and keep His Word 
Proverbs 8:34-35 ~ He has goodwill towards the man who carefully listens to Him and seeks to obey Him 
Luke 15:7 ~ He rejoices when we are sorry for doing wrong 
 
Journal:  
What are the things that help you remember that God is near to you?  How can you keep God near? 
 



 
Aug. 27  Day 239  Haggai 1:2-5 
 
After being prisoners in Babylon for many years, the Israelites were finally allowed to return to Jerusalem.  
They spent many years rebuilding the city and their houses.  During this time, they did not rebuild the temple.  
God sent Haggai to tell them that they should forget about building their fancy houses and rebuild God’s temple 
instead.  Otherwise, God was going to take everything away again. 
 
Do you know that 2nd Corinthians says that the church is the temple of God today?  Not the church building, but 
the people of the church.  God lives in the hearts of Christians, His people. 
 

For we are the temple of the living God; 

just as God said, “I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 

people.” 2 Corinthians 6:16 
 
How do we help “build” this temple for God?  We spend time teaching the Word to others, so that He can add 
to His family.  We should spend time with our church family at worship and in each others’ homes, so that we 
can encourage each other and help each other.  We should pray for Christians everywhere.  We should not stay 
angry with our church family, and we should encourage members of the church to love one another. We should 
be a good example to people of the world so that more people can become Christians.   
 
We need to care for God’s temple.  We have chores in our own house, and we have chores for God’s house.  
We like living in a clean, orderly house, and so does God!   
 
Just like you are expected to help at home, you are expected to help in God’s home too.  When you go to Bible 
class and when you worship God, when you are kind and generous to others around you, and when you talk to 
people about Jesus, you’re doing your part to build up the house of God!   
 
Memory Verse: Review 

Why shouldn’t we live for ourselves?  What can we tell ourselves when we’re tempted to be like others? ~ 
recite Galatians 2:20 
 
For Further Study: 

Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 to get a better understanding of what God expects from His temple, the church.  
God expects the church to not let itself be influenced by unbelievers.  It has to try to be holy, separate, and 
different from the world, because this is what God is, and God cannot live among sin.  God expects His church 
to be like a family.   
 
See also 1 Corinthians 3:16-17.  What will happen to a man who tries to destroy God’s temple? That is why 
there are so many warnings in the Bible about not causing divisions in the church and trying to get along with 
our brethren.  God takes it very seriously when someone tries to destroy His family. (If you read the entire 
chapter of 1 Corinthians, you’ll see that Paul addresses this with the Corinthian church.) 
 

 
Journal:  
Imagine yourself ten years older, and a grownup in God’s family.  How will you be helping to build up His 
temple? 



Aug. 28  Day 240  Zechariah 1:3-11 

 
Our God wants us to come to Him, and He wants to be with us.  People worship Buddha, Allah, and other idols, 
but none of those gods died for us.  There is no other god that wants to be close and loving with his worshipers.  
None of those false gods say that he wants to be a father to us.   
 
Isn’t it nice to see Daddy come home at the end of the day? Our God says, “Come to me and I will come to 
you.”  It’s a command with a promise.  If God’s people return to Him in love and obedience, He will meet us 
halfway. 
 
God wants to be so near to His children that He even has His angels “patrolling” the earth and checking on how 
things are.  God promises that “He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.”  
(Psalm 91:11)  Matthew 18:10 says that angels give a “report” to God of what is happening with His children.   
 
Isn’t it nice to know that God cares so much about us?  Let us care about Him too! 
 
Memory Verse: Review 

Is it too hard to obey God?  ~ 1 John 5:3 
 
For Further Study: 

Read the parable of the prodigal son starting in Luke 15:11.  When the prodigal son felt sorry for how he had 
been living and started back home, where did his father meet him? 
 
Can you remember times in the Bible when angels have helped men?  See if you can guess what angels did in 
these stories: 
Exodus 14:19 ~ with the Israelites in the wilderness 
Daniel 6:22 ~ with Daniel 
Luke 16:22 ~ with the poor beggar named Lazarus 
Acts 5:19 ~ with the apostles in prison 
Acts 12:7 ~ with Peter in prison 
 

 
Journal:  
Imagine God has sent an angel to check up on your home.  What kind of report would he write about you? 
 
 
 



Aug. 29  Day 241  Zechariah 13:9 

 
It isn’t easy being a child of God.  Why does God let it be so hard?  Zechariah says that it is like when fire is 
used to refine metals.  Fire is used to make metal finer.  When someone digs a piece of gold out of the ground, it 
has to be put through fire so that all the old metal and dirt will be cleaned out of it.  Then all that’s left is the 
pure gold. 
 
That is what happens to us when we go through hard times.  It makes us finer and more pure.  The testing 
should make us more fit for God.   
 
God will be with us in hard times and when we need forgiveness.  He sees through all the “rocks and dirt” in a 
person’s life and sees the precious “gold” of their soul.  So He lets us be refined, making our precious souls 
more and more beautiful. He doesn’t make us go through the fire alone – we have our church family and we 
have Him.  We are so blessed to have a wise and loving Father!  
 
Memory Verse: Review 

What kind of “power” has God given us?  ~ Romans 1:16 
 
For Further Study: 

Read 1 Peter 1:6-9.  What are some things that can give Christians joy, even when going through “refining”?  
See also 1 Peter 4:12-13. 
 
There are many examples of people in the Bible who were tested in order to prove and strengthen their faith.  
Can you remember what testing these people went through? 
Genesis 22 ~ Abraham and Isaac 
Genesis 39:7 ~ Joseph in Potiphar’s house 
Matthew 4 ~ Jesus in the wilderness 
Acts 8:3-4 ~ the first Christians in Jerusalem 
 
Read Hebrews 11:32-40.  What are some of the amazing things that God’s people have endured?  What does 
Hebrews 12:1 tell us we should learn from these examples? 
 
Journal:  
When was a time you had to go through something difficult?  What did you learn from it?  How did it make you 
a better person? 



Aug. 30  Day 242  Malachi 1: 6-8 

 
This little book in the Bible is one of my favorite ones.  Whenever I read it, I am encouraged to be a better 
Christian.   
 
Because God isn’t a person right in front of us, sometimes it is easy to forget about serving Him properly.  
Imagine that the President of the United States was going to be at worship with you next Sunday.  Would you 
spend more time thinking about what you would wear, how you would speak, and how you would act?   
 
Bringing certain sacrifices did not make the Israelites more perfect.  It did not “buy” or “earn” their forgiveness.  
However, it showed where their hearts were, and if they really thought of God as an honored Father (verse 6). 
 
Can you imagine if people forgot your birthday, or brought you trash for your birthday present?  Can you tell 
when someone has spent the time to choose a gift for you that they thought you would really like, that really fit 
you or was something you had been waiting for?  Don’t you like it when people make plans for and get excited 
about spending time with you?   
 
Don’t you think this makes God happy too?  Let’s give the best of ourselves to God! 
 
Memory Verse: Review 

Does it really matter how we act? ~ Galatians 6:7 
 
For Further Study: 

Romans chapter 1 is a wonderful chapter about making your whole life a living sacrifice to God.  Read this 
chapter today.  How do we become a living sacrifice?  What are the ways that we show we’re giving our lives 
to God? 
 
Journal: 

How do you prepare yourself for worship?  Think of how you prepare your body and your mind.  Does Sunday 
worship “sneak up” on you, or are you ready for that important day when it comes?  Where can you make 
improvements?  



 

Aug. 31  Day 240  Malachi 3:1 

 

I have chosen this little verse to read today because you are now at the end of the Old Testament.  God will not 
speak to the Israelites again for 400 years.  When He does, it will be through a very special man: John the 
Baptist.  This verse is a prophecy about him.   
 
Do you know what John the Baptist did?  He prepared the way for Jesus.  He told others that God’s Son was 
coming, and it was time to be ready for His kingdom. 
 
When you were born, it was a wonderful day.  Your parents had been waiting for it for a long time.  They had 
told others about it.  But do you think anyone living 400 years ago knew that you were coming?  Nobody back 
then had a clue about you.  But John the Baptist’s birth was foretold for four centuries.  That tells us something 
about God’s great power, doesn’t it? 
 
Do you remember the theme of the Old Testament?  It is: Christ is coming.  That’s the very message that John 
the Baptist told people while he was here.  It’s the whole reason that God dealt with the Israelites the way He 
did.  For you see, the Old Testament foretold Christ as well.  Not just for four centuries, but since the Creation 
of the world!  In the next few months, you’ll be studying about Christ our Savior. 
 
Memory Verse:  

Review all memory verses for this month. 
 
For Further Study: 

Read Genesis 3.  What caused a separation between God and men?  What verse in this chapter shows us that 
God would send Christ?  Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-22.  Because Adam allowed sin into this world, everyone 
since then has learned how to sin.  Even though we are born in sweetness and innocence, eventually we’ll learn 
how to sin.  BUT everyone since Adam has been given the hope of Christ as well.  We can see that in how God 
made plans from the very beginning for Christ to save mankind.  Isn’t that a wonderful thing to know?  
 
Journal: 

You are about three-quarters of your way through these studies.  We spent a lot of time in the Old Testament 
because it teaches us so much about God’s character, His power, and the way He deals with men.  What have 
you learned about these things so far? 


